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This bill, H.R. 2292, was introduced
by Mr. FAsO from New York, and the
bill authorizes the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission, FERC, upon re-
quest, to extend by 8 years the time pe-
riod during which construction must
commence on the Cannonsville hydro-
electric project—which is located on
the west branch of the Delaware River
in the Catskill Mountains of upstate
New York.

The city of New York was granted a
construction license for the
Cannonsville hydroelectric project on
May 13, 2014. Additionally, FERC may
reinstate the construction license if it
is expired. The bill was reported by
unanimous consent from the Energy
and Commerce Committee, and I sup-
port its passage on the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2292, a bill to extend the deadline for
commencement and construction of a
hydroelectric project involving the
Cannonsville Dam.

On May 13, 2014, FERC licensed con-
struction of a hydroelectric facility at
the Cannonsville Reservoir located on
the west branch of the Delaware River
in Delaware County, New York. The li-
censee for this project was not able to
commence construction by the dead-
line of May 2016.

The additional reviews and repairs to
the dam, which are necessary to begin
construction of the hydroelectric
project, will delay construction com-
mencement beyond the expiration date
of the original license and the 2-year
extension which FERC is authorized to
grant.

The bill would, therefore, authorize
FERC to extend up to 8 years the date
by which the licensee is required to
commence construction.

Similar legislation passed the House
during the 114th Congress by a vote of
417-2. T urge my colleagues to support
the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. FASO).

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express support for my legislation,
H.R. 2292, which would extend the con-
struction period for the hydroelectric
project at New York City’s
Cannonsville Dam in Delaware County,
New York.

Once completed, the Cannonsville hy-
droelectric project will generate over
42,000 megawatt hours of electricity
each year, enough to avoid the emis-
sion of 24,000 tons of greenhouse gases.
But, unfortunately, the project is in
jeopardy due to this time lag.

Current Federal Energy Regulation
Commission regulations allow a li-
censee 2 years to begin construction of
a hydroelectric project once the license
has been issued. The FERC may extend
the deadline for an additional 2 years,
but this may only be done once.
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If construction has not begun on the
project by the expiration of the second
extension, the Commission will termi-
nate the license, risking all of the hard
work and planning that had been put
into the project development.

I introduced this legislation to fur-
ther extend the deadline for construc-
tion at the Cannonsville site, because
the second FERC-granted extension
will expire shortly, and construction
has not yet begun.

By allowing for additional time for
commencement of construction, we can
help protect downstream communities
and ensure the safe development of a
clean and renewable energy project on
this New York City-owned facility.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Mr. UPTON, the chairman of the sub-
committee, and Ms. DEGETTE, the
ranking member of the subcommittee,
and also thank the sponsors from New
York State on this bipartisan legisla-
tion, including Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
MENG, Mr. NADLER, Ms. CLARKE, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. TONKO, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr.
CoOLLINS, and Mrs. MALONEY.

By bringing together the stake-
holders from across the Empire State,
we have ensured that a variety of con-
stituent concerns have been met in the
development of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 2292 so that we can fur-
ther protect public water supplies for
New York City and help strengthen and
modernize our Nation’s energy infra-
structure.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to vote for the bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UPTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2292.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

J. BENNETT JOHNSTON WATER-
WAY HYDROPOWER EXTENSION
ACT OF 2017

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2457) to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of cer-
tain hydroelectric projects, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2457

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

June 12, 2017

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘J. Bennett
Johnston Waterway Hydropower Extension Act
of 2017”.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the time
period specified in section 13 of the Federal
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) that would otherwise
apply to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
project mumbers 12756, 12757, and 12758, the
Commission may, at the request of the licensee
for the applicable project, and after reasonable
notice, in accordance with the good faith, due
diligence, and public interest requirements of
that section and the Commission’s procedures
under that section, extend the time period dur-
ing which such licensee is required to commence
the construction of its applicable project for up
to 3 consecutive 2-year periods from the date of
the expiration of any extension issued by the
Commission under that section for such project.

(b) OBLIGATION FOR PAYMENT OF ANNUAL
CHARGES.—Any obligation of a licensee for a
project described in subsection (a) for the pay-
ment of annual charges under section 10(e) of
the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 803(e)) shall
commence when the construction of the project
commences.

(¢) REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSE; EFFECTIVE
DATE FOR EXTENSION.—

(1) REINSTATEMENT.—If the time period re-
quired for commencement of construction of a
project described in subsection (a) has expired
prior to the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission may reinstate the license for
such project, effective as of the date of the expi-
ration of the license.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR EXTENSION.—If the
Commission reinstates a license under para-
graph (1) for a project, the first extension au-
thoriced under subsection (a) with respect to
such project shall take effect on the effective
date of such reinstatement under paragraph (1).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) and the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material in the RECORD on the
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2457, as amended. This bill was intro-
duced by Mr. JOHNSON from Louisiana
and was reported by unanimous con-
sent from the Energy and Commerce
Committee. The bill, H.R. 2457, author-
izes the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, FERC, to extend the time
period during which a licensee is re-
quired to commence the construction
of Commission project numbers 12756,
12757, and 12758 for up to three consecu-
tive 2-year periods.

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage all
Members to join me and support pas-
sage of this bill, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.



June 12, 2017

Mr. Speaker, this is the last bill in
our cohort of six extension bills that
we are considering today, which I hope
Mr. PETERS’ bill will absolve us from
having to do in the future.

This bill, the J. Bennett Johnston
Waterway Hydropower Extension Act
of 2017 was introduced by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON)
on May 16, 2017. It would extend the
time period during which the licensee
is required to commence the construc-
tion of the project for up to three con-
secutive 2-year periods from the date of
expiration of the original extension.

Additionally, the legislation defers
the obligation on the licensee to pay
any annual charges required under sec-
tion 10(e) of the Federal Power Act
until the project actually commences
construction.

Finally, the legislation allows for the
prospective reinstatement of the li-
cense should that license expire prior
to the legislation’s date of enactment.

I just have to add a few words to
what Mr. PETERS said earlier. Hydro-
power is so important. It is such an im-
portant renewable energy source in
this country. We need to do everything
we can on a bipartisan basis to make
sure that we expedite these dams, that
we really work together to get hydro-
power, even more important in our en-
ergy portfolio.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will favorably consider this legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I echo the
words from my good friend from Colo-
rado. Hydro is an important renewable
energy source, and it is one that sup-
ports all of the above. It is an increas-
ing force across the country so that is
why these bills are so important, and it
also shows why they are so bipartisan.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UpTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2457, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

ENERGY AND MANUFACTURING
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 338) to promote a 21st century en-
ergy and manufacturing workforce.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 338

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ENERGY AND MANUFACTURING
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Energy
(in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’)
shall prioritize education and training for
energy and manufacturing-related jobs in
order to increase the number of skilled work-
ers trained to work in energy and manufac-
turing-related fields when considering
awards for existing grant programs, includ-
ing by—

(1) encouraging State education agencies
and local educational agencies to equip stu-
dents with the skills, mentorships, training,
and technical expertise necessary to fill the
employment opportunities vital to managing
and operating the Nation’s energy and manu-
facturing industries, in collaboration with
representatives from the energy and manu-
facturing industries (including the oil, gas,
coal, nuclear, utility, pipeline, renewable,
petrochemical, manufacturing, and elec-
trical construction sectors) to identify the
areas of highest need in each sector and the
skills necessary for a high-quality workforce
in the following sectors of energy and manu-
facturing:

(A) Energy efficiency industry, including
work in energy efficiency, conservation,
weatherization, or retrofitting, or as inspec-
tors or auditors.

(B) Pipeline industry, including work in
pipeline construction and maintenance or
work as engineers or technical advisors.

(C) Utility industry, including work in the
generation, transmission, and distribution of
electricity and natural gas, such as utility
technicians, operators, lineworkers, engi-
neers, scientists, and information technology
specialists.

(D) Nuclear industry, including work as
scientists, engineers, technicians, mathe-
maticians, or security personnel.

(E) Oil and gas industry, including work as

scientists, engineers, technicians, mathe-
maticians, petrochemical engineers, or ge-
ologists.

(F) Renewable industry, including work in
the development, manufacturing, and pro-
duction of renewable energy sources (such as
solar, hydropower, wind, or geothermal en-
ergy).

(G) Coal industry, including work as coal
miners, engineers, developers and manufac-
turers of state-of-the-art coal facilities,
technology vendors, coal transportation
workers and operators, or mining equipment
vendors.

(H) Manufacturing industry, including
work as operations technicians, operations
and design in additive manufacturing, 3-D
printing, advanced composites, and advanced
aluminum and other metal alloys, industrial
energy efficiency management systems, in-
cluding power electronics, and other innova-
tive technologies.

(I) Chemical manufacturing industry, in-
cluding work in construction (such as weld-
ers, pipefitters, and tool and die makers) or
as instrument and electrical technicians,
machinists, chemical process operators,
chemical engineers, quality and safety pro-
fessionals, and reliability engineers; and

(2) strengthening and more fully engaging
Department of Energy programs and labs in
carrying out the Department’s workforce de-
velopment initiatives including the Minori-
ties in Energy Initiative.

(b) PROHIBITION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to authorize the Secretary
or any other officer or employee of the Fed-
eral Government to incentivize, require, or
coerce a State, school district, or school to
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adopt curricula aligned to the skills de-
scribed in subsection (a).

(c) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize the education and training of
underrepresented groups in energy and man-
ufacturing-related jobs.

(d) CLEARINGHOUSE.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary shall establish a
clearinghouse to—

(1) maintain and update information and
resources on training and workforce develop-
ment programs for energy and manufac-
turing-related jobs, including job training
and workforce development programs avail-
able to assist displaced and unemployed en-
ergy and manufacturing workers
transitioning to new employment; and

(2) provide technical assistance for States,
local educational agencies, schools, commu-
nity colleges, universities (including minor-
ity-serving institutions), workforce develop-
ment programs, labor-management organiza-
tions, and industry organizations that would
like to develop and implement energy and
manufacturing-related training programs.

(e) COLLABORATION.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary—

(1) shall collaborate with States, local edu-
cational agencies, schools, community col-
leges, universities (including minority-serv-
ing institutions), workforce-training organi-
zations, national laboratories, State energy
offices, workforce investment boards, and
the energy and manufacturing industries;

(2) shall encourage and foster collabora-
tion, mentorships, and partnerships among
organizations (including industry, States,
local educational agencies, schools, commu-
nity colleges, workforce-development organi-
zations, and colleges and universities) that
currently provide effective job training pro-
grams in the energy and manufacturing
fields and entities (including States, local
educational agencies, schools, community
colleges, workforce development programs,
and colleges and universities) that seek to
establish these types of programs in order to
share best practices; and

(3) shall collaborate with the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, the Department of Com-
merce, the Bureau of the Census, States, and
the energy and manufacturing industries to
develop a comprehensive and detailed under-
standing of the energy and manufacturing
workforce needs and opportunities by State
and by region.

(f) OUTREACH TO MINORITY-SERVING INSTI-
TUTIONS.—In carrying out this section, the
Secretary shall—

(1) give special consideration to increasing
outreach to minority-serving institutions
and Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities;

(2) make existing resources available
through program cross-cutting to minority-
serving institutions with the objective of in-
creasing the number of skilled minorities
and women trained to go into the energy and
manufacturing sectors;

(3) encourage industry to improve the op-
portunities for students of minority-serving
institutions to participate in industry in-
ternships and cooperative work/study pro-
grams; and

(4) partner with the Department of Energy
laboratories to increase underrepresented
groups’ participation in internships, fellow-
ships, traineeships, and employment at all
Department of Energy laboratories.

(g) OUTREACH TO DISLOCATED ENERGY AND
MANUFACTURING WORKERS.—In carrying out
this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) give special consideration to increasing
outreach to employers and job trainers pre-
paring dislocated energy and manufacturing
workers for in-demand sectors or occupa-
tions;
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