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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize June as LGBT Pride 
Month, a time in which we celebrate 
the progress our country has made to-
ward equality and honor the contribu-
tions of LGBT Americans to the di-
verse fabric that is our Nation. 

I would like to thank the many orga-
nizations in my congressional district, 
SAVE, Unity Coalition-Coalicion 
Unida, the National LGBTQ Task 
Force, just to name a few, and recog-
nize their invaluable work to promote 
acceptance and fight harassment, bul-
lying, and discrimination wherever it 
takes place. 

This month we also celebrate 2 years 
of marriage equality. The union of two 
people in marriage should not be based 
on gender, but on love, and those le-
gally married couples deserve equal re-
spect and treatment under the law. 

Mr. Speaker, this month of celebra-
tion is also, sadly, a stark reminder 
that we have a lot more work to do to 
end LGBT violence. We also commemo-
rate the 1-year anniversary of the 
Pulse Nightclub terrorist shooting. As 
we honor the memories of those we 
have lost, we must also make a com-
mitment to stand together to disarm 
hate and demand the equality, dignity, 
and respect for all individuals at home 
and abroad. 

f 

LGBT PRIDE MONTH 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, after 18 years of a loving partner-
ship, my friends, Tim and Mike, were 
finally allowed to do what billions of 
men and women have been doing for 
many centuries, enter a legal commit-
ment called marriage. 

Yesterday, I had the joy of cele-
brating LGBT Pride Month on the Na-
tional Mall with Tim and Mike and 
hundreds of thousands of people of all 
genders and sexual orientations. We re-
joiced our common humanity and the 
right for each person to be their true 
self. Miley Cyrus, the festival head-
liner, said it best: It was a party in the 
USA. 

And, yes, our country has come a 
long way from the Stonewall riots of 
June 1969. The thing is, there is more 
work to be done. 

Today, we remember the horrific Or-
lando Pulse Nightclub shooting 1 year 
ago. We must keep striving for a world 
where all people can live away from vi-
olence and free to love who they want 
to love without recrimination. 

f 

LITTLE ROCK’S CHI ST. VINCENT 
INFIRMARY 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Little Rock’s CHI St. 

Vincent for being named to the 2017 list 
of 100 Great Hospitals in America by 
Becker’s Hospital Review. 

CHI St. Vincent Infirmary’s history 
of excellence in patient care dates back 
to 1888, when it began as a 10-bed char-
ity hospital and the first hospital in 
Little Rock. 

Over the years, to meet increasing 
demand for patient care, in addition to 
expansion for construction, the hos-
pital has made four moves to larger fa-
cilities. In 1906, the hospital opened Ar-
kansas’ first nursing school, the St. 
Vincent’s Infirmary School of Nursing. 

I am proud to have come into this 
world at St. Vincent, as did our two 
children. 

I would like to thank CHI St. Vin-
cent for continuing its 129-year legacy 
of leadership in patient care centered 
on service and quality care in central 
Arkansas. 
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AHCA TO REPEAL AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, last month, House Republicans 
passed the AHCA, which would repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, and now Re-
publican Senators are working on their 
own version. 

So far, we know the plan they are de-
veloping will be a disaster for our econ-
omy and for countless Americans who 
will either pay more for their 
healthcare or struggle to afford cov-
erage at all. The Senate plan would 
force working families to pay higher 
premiums, end Medicaid as we know it, 
and could make health insurance near-
ly unaffordable for people with pre-
existing conditions and older Ameri-
cans. 

At this point, we don’t know more 
details of the Senate plan because the 
Republican leadership is attempting to 
deny the American people a voice in 
their own healthcare system. 

We need a healthcare reform that 
lowers cost, expands coverage, and 
strengthens our economy. We need leg-
islation written in the light of day that 
can survive public debate. We do not 
need this. 

f 

HONORING PENN STATE’S OLDEST 
ALUMNUS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last week, Penn State 
community lost a legend. Mr. Ray 
Walker passed away Friday at his 
home. He was 105 and Penn State’s old-
est living alumnus. 

Ray told our local newspaper that he 
saw the university grow a lot over the 
years from ‘‘just a cow college’’ to be-
coming one of the largest universities 
in the Nation. 

Penn State truly shaped Ray Walk-
er’s life. Back in 1931, he thought he 
wanted to be a doctor, but there was a 
requirement that he needed to take 
German. After failing twice, he re-
evaluated his major and decided to pur-
sue business. 

Around that time, his father told him 
that he would have to leave Penn State 
because the family money was lost in 
the bank crash. But Ray went to work: 
He started selling potatoes and coal to 
fraternity houses, and by the time he 
graduated in 1935, he was sending 
money home to help his family. 

He founded Bradford Coal and was 
the driving force in surface mining all 
over the world. 

Penn State and I will miss Ray Walk-
er. He was a friend. He was a distin-
guished alumnus and loved by all who 
knew him. 

May he rest in peace. 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S MUSLIM BAN 
(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the tired, 
the poor, the huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free are still welcome in 
America, no thanks to President 
Trump. Today, for the second time, 
President Trump lost a ruling on his 
Muslim ban in the Federal courts of ap-
peal. 

The purpose of the President’s ban is 
clear. The then Presidential candidate 
Trump explicitly called for a total and 
complete shutdown of Muslims enter-
ing the United States. Just last week, 
President Trump criticized his revised 
ban as politically correct and called for 
a much tougher version. 

The President’s executive order is a 
Muslim ban, plain and simple. Any ar-
gument to the contrary is undercut by 
the President’s own tweets. 

President Trump, by his own words 
and by his own actions, is abdicating 
America’s moral leadership. The great-
ness of America is not built on isola-
tion and discrimination. It is built on 
the rule of law and the ideals of equal-
ity and inclusion and on the rich his-
tory of immigration. 

f 

SUPPORT THE STAPLE ACT 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, bril-
liant minds from around the world 
come to the United States to pursue 
advanced degrees. Unfortunately, for 
many of these individuals, after we 
train them, after we educate them, we 
force them to return to their home 
countries due to our outdated immigra-
tion policy. And then guess what? They 
compete with us. They compete with 
the American economy, and this makes 
no sense. 

That is why I am authoring the bi-
partisan Stopping Trained in America 
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