June 12, 2017

Ph.D.’s from Leaving the HEconomy
Act, the STAPLE Act, along with my
colleague Congressman QUIGLEY.

The STAPLE Act exempts individ-
uals born outside the United States
from the limits of employment-based
green cards and H-1B visas that are
awarded annually if that individual has
earned a Ph.D. from an American insti-
tution in the STEM fields of science,
technology, engineering, or math.

Mr. Speaker, by retaining the talent
that has benefited from our education
system, we can unleash even more eco-
nomic and innovative opportunity here
at home. Not only does the STAPLE
Act help promote the American Dream
for those from overseas, but it also
brings the potential for new invention
and ideas that benefit American fami-
lies and jobs here at home.

———————

REMEMBERING 49 AMERICANS
GUNNED DOWN AT THE PULSE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on
June 12, 2016, 49 Americans were

gunned down at the Pulse Nightclub in
Orlando. Tonight we remember the
beautiful lives lost and all those who
suffered injury in this horrific attack.

Sadly, LGBT Americans continue to
be the target of horrific hatred and vio-
lence here and around the world. Don’t
let anyone tell you that we have full
equality in this country. We don’t.
There is too much hatred in this coun-
try.

Anytime an LGBT American is
mocked or treated as less than equal, it
is an attack on the values that all of us
share as Americans. These expressions
of bigotry and intolerance only serve
to exacerbate hatred and violence. We
cannot let them go unanswered.

Over the last few days, so many have
joined in showing their support for the
LGBT community and remembering
the victims in Orlando. We are strong-
est when we stand united toward a
common purpose of equality for all
Americans.

It is my sincere hope that we will
build greater understanding toward one
another and move closer toward ensur-
ing that every American can live free
from discrimination and violence of
any kind and in a world where every-
one is valued and treated with dignity
and respect.

EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES EN-
TERING THE MILITARY

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and to express my
gratitude to the young men and women
who are answering the call to serve in
our military upon graduation from
high school this year.
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Throughout New York’s 22nd Con-
gressional District, countless men and
women are serving our country. We are
thankful to those who will now join
them in the armed services. They have
taken upon themselves a duty and a re-
sponsibility far greater than them-
selves.

General MacArthur famously said:
“Duty, honor, country: those three hal-
lowed words reverently dictate what
you ought to be, what you can be, and
what you will be.”

We as a community and as a country
are thankful for their dedication and
service. We wish them tremendous suc-
cess in their service to our great Na-
tion.

I also wish to acknowledge specifi-
cally the Conklin Kiwanis Club’s
“First to Say Thank You’” program
that was held to honor the men and
women of the Southern Tier who are
joining the military service. From the
22nd District, there are 35 individuals
who are being recognized, and their
names will be permanently commemo-
rated in the official CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD. I congratulate them and
thank them.
——
J 1915

RECOGNIZING BEATRICE AND
FRED SORKIN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am
so pleased to rise today to honor two
remarkable constituents and their ex-
traordinary achievement that should
stand as a model for us all.

Last month, Beatrice and Fred
Sorkin of Lincolnshire, Illinois, cele-
brated their 77th wedding anniver-
sary—1T7 years of love, family, and com-
mitment.

Bea and Fred met as teenagers in
Brooklyn, New York. Fred was a sheet
metal worker by trade and in 1950
started his own business that he ran for
over 40 years. Bea worked in a bank.
She began selling savings bonds and
rose to become a bank teller and even-
tually assistant vice president.

Their family has been blessed with
two children, Rae and Herbert; their
spouses, Michael and Gloria; four
grandchildren: Jeffrey, Andrew, Alyse,
and Sharon; and, now, seven great-
grandchildren.

According to the data collected by
the Worldwide Marriage Encounter Or-
ganization, Bea and Fred are the long-
est married couple in all of Illinois.
Bea and Fred Sorkin’s enduring life-
long connection is an inspiring exam-
ple for us all.

On behalf of Illinois’ 10th District, it
is my privilege to congratulate Bea and
Fred on their 77th wedding anniver-
sary. I wish them and their family
many more years of health and happi-
ness together.
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REPUBLICANS NEED TO PRODUCE
A BUDGET SO WE CAN SERVE
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this
House needs to get the job done for the
American people and make sure that
we operate by regular order. That
means we want to pass bills here so
that we can operate the Government of
the United States, whether it is the De-
partment of Defense, the Small Busi-
ness Administration, or across the
range of departments and agencies. But
you can’t do that well unless you have
a budget.

Now, the Republicans control this
House, the Republicans control the
Senate, and the Republicans control
the White House. They should be able
to agree among themselves to pass a
budget; and then when, as an appropri-
ator, we pass our 12 appropriation bills,
we are given a number and we mark up
those 12 bills and we don’t go over
budget.

But guess what. The Republicans
can’t produce a budget.

Later this week, we are told the Mili-
tary-Veterans Affairs appropriation
bill will be marked up in committee
and money will be put in that bill. The
problem with that is, if we put the
money in that bill, how do we know
that we will be able to have money left
over for the other 11 bills to fund sen-
iors’ Meals on Wheels or the infrastruc-
ture bill that people are talking about?

We have a real problem. The Repub-
licans need to do the job and produce a
budget so that we can serve the Amer-
ican people as they expect us to do.

———

TEXAS WOMEN VETERANS DAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise with great jubilation and excite-
ment to recognize and congratulate the
Catholic Charities as they celebrate
this day, June 12, being an historic day
in Texas because it has been named as
Texas Women Veterans Day.

The Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Galveston-Houston wants to
ensure that the Texas legislators who
supported this are, in fact, congratu-
lated. And we are grateful that it was
signed into law.

Texas has the highest number of
women veterans of any State in the
country—last year, 183,597—and these
heroes and sheroes could soon have a
special day when the State will annu-
ally recognize their sacrifices.

June 12 now has historic significance.
On June 12, 1948, the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act was passed
nationally, allowing women to serve as
regular members of the military.

‘“We are delighted that this special
population that has bravely served our
Nation will be honored in this impor-
tant way,” says Cynthia N. Colbert,
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Catholic Charities president and CEO.
“We serve women veterans through
several programs, and we love having
the opportunity to recognize those who
have served and sacrificed for all of
us.”

So this is a great day. Thank you
Texas and the legislators who spon-
sored it. I look forward to working
with legislation to ensure we have a
national day here in the United States.

But to the staff of Catholic Charities,
those who travel to Austin and all of
those who recognize that we must
honor these veterans as the heroes and
sheroes of the Nation, congratulations.
You have a day, June 12. Now, forever,
we will honor you on this day.

God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America.

——
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MAST). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms.
PLASKETT) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
coanchor this CBC Special Order hour.

I would like to acknowledge the
great work and the leadership of our
chair, CEDRIC RICHMOND of Louisiana,
and, of course, my coanchor, MARC
VEASEY of Texas, as we lead the discus-
sion for the next 60 minutes.

In these next 60 minutes, we have a
chance to speak directly to the Amer-
ican people on issues of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congress, and the constituents
that we represent.

In this hour, we would like to discuss
racism and discrimination in America
and, specifically, hate crimes and the
radicalization and the domestic ter-
rorism that they present to the Amer-
ican people.

The conclusion of Dylann Roof’s trial
a few month’s ago is the latest re-
minder that homegrown terrorism has
become part of the fabric of life in
America. This problem shows no signs
of fading yet reveals a threat that is
both rare and more complex than sim-
ple explanation suggests.

Solving the issue of domestic ter-
rorism through hate crimes involves
understanding the true nature of the
problem—violent domestic extre-
mism—so that effective steps can be
taken to protect the Nation from it.

It is legitimate to ask whether home-
grown terrorists are being radicalized.
We talk about jihadi narratives and Is-
lamic extremism, the Islamic State
group recruiting online; but there are
other groups in this Nation which are
radicalizing our youth, radicalizing
young people to be a threat against
other Americans. This is a subject and
a discussion that has rarely been dis-
cussed and which we believe is very im-
portant.

Since 2001, almost 40 percent of the
nearly 150 terrorism fatalities in the
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United States were related to domestic
motivations, not jihadi narratives. It is
my hope that in the discussion we will
have this hour we are able to discuss in
depth the effect that these hate crimes
and this domestic violence has on the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a letter that was written June 7, 2017,
by the Congressional Black Caucus to
the Honorable Jeff Sessions, Attorney
General; Andrew McCabe, Acting Di-
rector of the FBI; and John Kelly, Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in which
we express our concern over the alarm-
ing number of hate crimes reported
across the country, particularly in the
wake of the election of President Don-
ald J. Trump.

CONGRESSIONAL
BLACK CAUCUS,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2017.
Hon. JEFF SESSIONS,
Attorney General, Department of Justice, Wash-
ington, DC.
ANDREW MCCABE,
Acting Director, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions, Washington, DC.
Hon. JOHN KELLY,
Secretary of Homeland Security, Department of
Homeland Security, Washington, DC.

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS AND
ACTING DIRECTOR MCCABE: I write today to
express my concern over the alarming num-
ber of hate crimes reported across the coun-
try, particularly in the wake of the election
of President Donald J. Trump. In addition to
speaking out against this rising tide of hate,
violence, and intolerance, it is critical that
your agencies proactively investigate each
and every incident of a potential hate crime
and aggressively prosecute these cases to the
fullest extent of the law.

During the presidential campaign, then-
candidate Donald Trump employed starkly
divisive rhetoric to connect with a segment
of his base that relished in cultural griev-
ance and hatred. His tone and the arguments
that he made were incredibly offensive to
minority communities, and his campaign
rallies were forums for some of the ugliest
public displays of race-based violence and
animus in modern political times. Numerous
Black Americans were assaulted at his ral-
lies and scenes of deep racial resentment
against Blacks, Hispanics, immigrants, and
Muslims were frequently paraded and cele-
brated.

Since the election, it seems hate-filled in-
dividuals have been emboldened to terrorize
minority communities. In just the first 34
days after the election, the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center counted a total of 1,094 bias
incidents around the nation. Disturbingly,
the Center also calculated that 37 percent of
these cases directly referenced either Presi-
dent-elect Trump, his campaign slogans, or
his infamous remarks about sexual assault.
This data is just from the immediate after-
math of the election. The numbers have in-
creased since then, with national news pro-
viding coverage. These are not isolated inci-
dents, but rather a frightening trend forming
before our eyes.

In fact, this is occurring in Congress’ own
back yard, like the horrific hate crime that
took place just a few miles away at the Uni-
versity of Maryland when Richard Collins
IITI, a promising young man, was stabbed to
death on the eve of his graduation from
Bowie State University by an admitted
white supremacist. There have also been sev-
eral reports of nooses hung throughout the
District of Columbia, including in the Afri-
can American Museum of History and Cul-
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ture and on American University’s campus.
To add insult to injury, a Mississippi law-
maker recently called for Louisiana politi-
cians to be ‘“‘lynched’ for supporting the re-
moval of racist confederate monuments from
New Orleans.

Surely there is no greater cause of a gov-
ernment than to protect the lives of its citi-
zens, particularly those uniquely vulnerable
to hate, intolerance, and violence. The fed-
eral hate crimes statutes were designed with
that mission in mind and serve as a criti-
cally important tool in combatting the most
insidious elements of our society. That is
why I implore you to dedicate additional re-
sources within your respective agencies to
address the increasing frequency of these de-
plorable acts. you should and must inves-
tigate each and every potential hate crime
and prosecute offenders to the fullest extent
allowed under the law. You should also en-
sure that community leaders, including state
and local law enforcement, understand the
federal resources available to investigate
and prosecute hate crimes.

Your leadership is required to not only
bring justice to the victims of hate crimes,
but also to send a clear message that these
acts of domestic terrorism will never be tol-
erated in this country.

Sincerely,
CEDRIC RICHMOND,
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus.

Ms. PLASKETT. In addition to
speaking out against the rising tide of
hate, violence, and intolerance in this
country, it is critical that those agen-
cies—the FBI, the Department of Jus-
tice, as well as Homeland Security—
speak out and proactively investigate
each and every incident of potential
hate crime and aggressively prosecute
these cases to the fullest extent of the
law.

Since the election, it seems that
hate-filled individuals have Dbeen
emboldened to terrorize minority com-
munities. In just the first 34 days after
the election, the Southern Poverty
Law Center counted a total of 1,094 bias
incidents around the Nation. Disturb-
ingly, the center also calculated that
37 percent of these cases directly ref-
erenced either President-elect Trump
at the time, his campaign slogans, or
infamous remarks about sexual as-
sault. This data is just from the imme-
diate aftermath of the election. The
numbers have increased since then.

It is the responsibility of this Con-
gress as well as those agencies to stem
this flow of violence that is occurring
in this Nation. We know that our
President would not tolerate these
sorts of matters, and we are hopeful
that he, the Justice Department, the
FBI, and Homeland Security will do
whatever is necessary to protect Amer-
ican lives from hate crimes that are oc-
curring, domestic terrorism, and the
radicalization of our young people to
exert hate against other Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. VEASEY), my co-
anchor, to speak on this issue. Then we
will have an opportunity to hear from
other members of the Congressional
Black Caucus about this.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. PLASKETT for starting off this Spe-
cial Order hour on racism and discrimi-
nation in the age of Trump.
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