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Bush administration’s antipathy for 
Iraq, and eventually, when the facts fi-
nally came out, made the FBI look 
feckless, incompetent, and easily ma-
nipulated by outside political pressure. 

‘‘More from Cannon, recounting how 
messed up the attempt to convict Ste-
ven Hatfill for a crime he didn’t com-
mit was: 

‘‘In truth, Hatfill was an implausible 
suspect from the outset. He was a vi-
rologist who never handled anthrax, 
which is a bacterium. Ivins, by con-
trast, shared ownership of anthrax pat-
ents, was diagnosed as having paranoid 
personality disorder, and had a habit of 
stalking and threatening people with 
anonymous letters—including the 
woman who provided the long-ignored 
tip to the FBI. So what evidence did 
the FBI have against Hatfill? There 
was none, so the agency did a Hail 
Mary, importing two bloodhounds from 
California whose handlers claimed 
could sniff the scent of the killer on 
the anthrax-tainted letters. These dogs 
were shown to Hatfill, who promptly 
petted them. When the dogs responded 
favorably, their handlers told the FBI 
that they had ‘alerted’ on Hatfill and 
that he must be the killer. 

‘‘When Bush administration officials 
were worried about the quality of the 
case Mueller and Comey had, the two 
men assured them. ‘Comey was ‘‘abso-
lutely certain’’ that it was Hatfill,’ 
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz said. 

‘‘Such certitude seems to be Comey’s 
default position in his professional 
life,’’ Cannon wrote. He shouldn’t have 
been certain in this case. After the six 
years the FBI spent destroying his life, 
they settled a $4.6 million lawsuit he 
filed and officially exonerated him.’’ 

Good work, James Comey and Bob 
Mueller. You ruined the life of a man 
with no evidence at all, but told the 
Bush administration, oh, we are abso-
lutely certain this is the guy. 

What about Scooter Libby, and Ju-
dith Miller? I didn’t remember this: 
‘‘After pressuring John Ashcroft—I am 
reading through the article—‘‘After 
pressuring John Ashcroft to recuse 
himself from the responsibility on the 
grounds of potential conflicts of inter-
est, Comey gave Patrick Fitzgerald, his 
close personal friend and godfather to 
one of his children, the role of special 
counsel into the investigation of the 
leak of Valerie Plame’s identity as a 
CIA employee. Some conflicts of inter-
est are more important to Comey than 
others, apparently. 

‘‘Fitzgerald immediately discovered 
that Deputy Secretary of State Rich-
ard Armitage was the leaker. Of 
course, the FBI and Department of Jus-
tice had known that all along, so 
Comey’s push for a special counsel is 
. . . intriguing.’’ 

There was no reason for a special 
counsel. The FBI knew it. The Depart-
ment of Justice knew it. They pushed 
for one anyway. Comey was at the mid-
dle of it. 

Mueller, you know, his close friend, 
of course, but Fitzgerald was the god-

father of one of his children, for heav-
en’s sake. 

‘‘The 3-year investigation was a 
cloud over the Bush administration’’— 
which didn’t seem to bother Comey at 
all, oh, of course not—‘‘and resulted in 
nothing but the jailing of a jour-
nalist’’—who was protecting a source, 
even though they didn’t need it. Wow, 
how mean-spirited—‘‘. . . and a dubi-
ous prosecution of Scooter Libby for, 
wait for it, obstruction of justice. 
Comey was unconcerned about the 
jailing of journalists and never threat-
ened to resign over this infringement 
on First Amendment freedoms.’’ 

And it talks about Hillary Clinton in 
this article, but I am telling you, Mr. 
Speaker, this is a scary time in Amer-
ica. 

You have this article from John 
Hinderaker, June 10, Power Line, 
quoting Senator WARNER: 

‘‘And so, in all of your experience’’— 
he is talking to Director Comey—‘‘this 
was the only President that you felt 
like, in every meeting, you needed to 
document, because at some point, 
using your words, he might put out a 
non-truthful representation of that 
meeting?’’ 

Comey says: ‘‘That’s right, Senator.’’ 
He goes on: ‘‘. . . I had a one-on-one 

meeting with President Bush about a 
very important and difficult national 
security matter. 

‘‘I didn’t write a memo documenting 
that conversation either—sent a quick 
email to my staff to let them know 
there was something going on, but I 
didn’t feel, with President Bush, the 
need to document it in that way, again, 
because of—the combination of those 
factors just wasn’t present with either 
President Bush or Obama.’’ 

This article goes on to point out that 
is simply not true. That was a lie. 

And whoever remembered that a 
book named ‘‘Angler’’ was written by 
Barton Gellman, with Comey as his big 
chief source, went so far as to be able 
to quote the conversation after work-
ing with Comey, and in the footnotes 
from the ‘‘Angler,’’ it says: 
‘‘Quotations from the Bush-Comey con-
versations are taken verbatim from un-
classified notes describing Comey’s re-
port of the meeting shortly afterward.’’ 

But Comey’s email that he says he 
just let them know that there was 
something going on, here is what he 
said in his email, because it was print-
ed in ‘‘Angler.’’ 

‘‘The President just took me into his 
private office for a 15-minute, one-on- 
one talk. Told him he was being misled 
and poorly served. We had a very full 
and frank exchange. Don’t know that 
either of us can see a way out. He 
promised he would shut down 5/6 if 
Congress didn’t fix FISA. Told him 
Mueller was about to resign. He just 
pulled Bob into his office.’’ 

Yeah, he didn’t just say something 
was going on. He told him what hap-
pened. He memorialized that visit with 
a note, and then in the book, it is word- 
for-word, according to Mr. Comey, 

what was said, and it makes him to be 
out all American, clean, honest, up-
standing, fine law enforcement officer, 
when it turns out he was anything but 
that. 

‘‘The real pattern,’’ as it says here at 
the end of the article is that, ‘‘Comey 
is a snake in the grass who creates ten-
dentious, self-serving memos that can 
later be used to cover his own rear end 
or to discredit presidents, but only if 
they are Republicans.’’ 

Gellman’s phrasing was clumsy in 
the article, but this is serious stuff 
that it turns out, oh, four members of 
Mueller’s team have donated to Demo-
crats. Well, isn’t that cozy? Comey 
closely coordinated with Mueller on 
Trump testimony. We heard from the 
FBI Director that he actually did 
collude with other members at the Jus-
tice Department. 

It is so clear. There are people at the 
Justice Department out to get Presi-
dent Trump, out to get Attorney Gen-
eral Sessions. They are out to get 
every one of them, and just the way 
they did, the man they said there was 
no question was the culprit in killing 
people with anthrax, that was a lie. 

And they don’t care who gets hurt. It 
is time to dismiss the special pros-
ecutor; see if we really need one be-
cause now we know that Comey manip-
ulated the system exactly the way he 
manipulated it when he told John 
Ashcroft he should recuse himself so he 
could appoint Patrick Fitzgerald, give 
him the appointment, that is. 

Enough is enough of Comey, of 
Mueller. It is time to drain the swamp, 
and they will go down the drain when 
we do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on 
account of his flight being canceled. 

Mr. POE of Texas (at the request of 
Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
personal reasons. 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania (at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for 
today. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today through June 16. 

f 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 
REFERRED 

A joint resolution of the Senate of 
the following title was taken from the 
Speaker’s table and, under the rule, re-
ferred as follows: 

S.J. Res. 45. Joint resolution condemning 
the deadly attack on May 26, 2017, in Port-
land, Oregon, expressing deepest condolences 
to the families and friends of the victims, 
and supporting efforts to overcome hatred, 
bigotry, and violence; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 26 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 13, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1576. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Rec-
ordkeeping (RIN: 3038-AE36) received June 2, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

1577. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Whis-
tleblower Awards Process (RIN: 3038-AE50) 
received June 2, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

1578. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
riculture Marketing Service, Specialty Crops 
Program, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting the Department’s affirmation of in-
terim rule as final rule — Pistachios Grown 
in California, Arizona, and New Mexico; De-
creased Assessment Rate [Docket No.: AMS- 
SC-16-0076; SC16-983-2 FIR] received June 5, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

1579. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Jon M. Davis, United States Marine Corps, 
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

1580. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Larry D. Wyche, United States Army, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

1581. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Belarus that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16, 
2006, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1582. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to North Korea that was 
declared in Executive Order 13466 of June 26, 
2008, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1583. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Western Balkans 

that was declared in Executive Order 13219 of 
June 26, 2001, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); 
Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) 
and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1584. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Burundi that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13712 of November 
22, 2015, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1585. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s Annual Per-
formance Report for FY 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1586. A letter from the Acting Deputy Sec-
retary, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s Office of Inspector 
General’s Semiannual Report to Congress 
covering the 6-month period ending March 
31, 2017; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1587. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s 56th Semiannual Report to Congress 
on Audit Follow-up, covering the six-month 
period ending March 31, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1588. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s Office of Inspector 
General Semiannual Report to Congress for 
the period October 1, 2016, through March 31, 
2017, pursuant to the Inspector General Act 
of 1978, as amended, Public Law 95-452; ; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1589. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s semiannual report to Congress 
from the Treasury Inspector General and the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Adminis-
tration for the period of October 1, 2016, 
through March 31, 2017, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act of 1978, as amended; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1590. A letter from the Director, Congres-
sional Affairs, Federal Election Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s semiannual 
report from the Office of Inspector General 
for the period October 1, 2016, through March 
31, 2017, pursuant to the Inspector General 
Act of 1978, as amended; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1591. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Management Di-
rectorate, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting a notification of a federal 
nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); 
Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1592. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
transmitting a notification of a federal va-
cancy and designation of acting officer, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

1593. A letter from the Chairman and the 
General Counsel, National Labor Relations 
Board, transmitting the Board’s Semiannual 
Report of the Office of the Inspector General 
for the period October 1, 2016, through March 
31, 2017; ; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1594. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Office of the Secretary, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting a notification 

of a change in previously submitted reported 
information and designation of acting offi-
cer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 
105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

1595. A letter from the Chief Human Cap-
ital Officer, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting nine (9) notifications of a fed-
eral vacancy, designation of acting officer, 
nomination, action on nomination, or dis-
continuation of service in acting role, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

1596. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting a notification of a 
federal nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1597. A letter from the Vice Chairman, U.S. 
Merit Systems Protection Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s Annual Performance Report 
for FY 2016 and Annual Performance Plan for 
FY 2017-2018, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1115(b); 
Public Law 111-352, Sec. 3; (124 Stat. 3867); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1598. A letter from the Executive Director, 
United States Access Board, transmitting 
the Board’s FY 2016 No FEAR Act report, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 
107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109- 
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1599. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Export Administration, Bureau 
of Industry and Security, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Addition of Certain Persons and 
Revisions to Entries on the Entity List 
[Docket No.: 170303229-7229-01] (RIN: 0694- 
AH36) received June 2, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

1600. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the 
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; 2017 Commercial Accountability Measure 
and Closure for South Atlantic Vermilion 
Snapper [Docket No.: 130312235-3658-02] (RIN: 
0648-XF424) received June 2, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

1601. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Deep- 
Water Species Fishery by Vessels Using 
Trawl Gear in the Gulf of Alaska [Docket 
No.: 160920866-7167-02] (RIN: 0648-XF418) re-
ceived June 6, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

1602. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Coastal Migra-
tory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
and South Atlantic; 2016-2017 Commercial 
Accountability Measure and Closure for King 
Mackerel in Western Zone of the Gulf of 
Mexico [Docket No.: 101206604-1758-02] (RIN: 
0648-XF414) received June 6, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
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