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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, June 26, 2017, at 4 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of grace and goodness, thank
You for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing of strength and
perseverance that each Member might
best serve their constituents and our
entire Nation.

May it be their purpose to see to the
hopes of so many Americans, that they
authenticate the grandeur and glory of
the ideals and principles of our Repub-
lic with the work they do.

Grant that the men and women of the
people’s House find the courage and
wisdom to work together to forge solu-
tions to the many needs of our Nation
and ease the anxieties of so many.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. HECK) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
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Mr. HECK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

RECOGNIZING KAYLA BARRON,
NASA ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to recognize Kayla Barron of
Richland, Washington, who was re-
cently selected for NASA’s 2017 Astro-
naut Candidate Class. Kayla was cho-
sen 1 of 12 from over 18,000 applicants
to join just 338 people who have held
the prestigious title of American astro-
naut.

Before applying to the NASA pro-
gram, Ms. Barron attended the U.S.
Naval Academy, where she received
several medals and unit commenda-
tions while earning a bachelor’s degree
in systems engineering. She went on to
earn a master’s degree in nuclear engi-
neering from the University of Cam-
bridge. She was a member of the first
class of women commissioned into the
submarine community as a submarine
warfare officer.

Kayla is an exemplary role model for
students interested in science and tech-

nology. I commend her for her hard
work, and I wish her luck in her train-
ing and her future exploration endeav-
ors.

BRING BIPARTISANSHIP BACK TO
BORING

(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to tell you about a time when biparti-
sanship was alive and when Congress
was, well, boring for most Americans.
In fact, it wasn’t that long ago.

It was just in March of 2015 that
Democrats and Republicans fixed the
Medicare payment formula and funded
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. I was proud to be a Member of
the body that day.

Did our bipartisanship dominate the
headlines?

No.

Did it get a lot of attention at town-
halls?

No, of course not. Because all of us
getting along was, well, boring.

But these recent Republican
healthcare proposals, they are not bor-
ing. They have been developed in se-
crecy, they are completely partisan,
and they take us backward.

I challenge my friends across the
aisle, the Republicans, to join us and
fix the parts of the Affordable Care Act
that need fixing because the Affordable
Care Act has made a real difference for
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millions of Americans, a positive dif-
ference. So let’s get back to bipartisan-
ship, back to boring, back to basics be-
cause that is what our constituents
want most of all.

——————

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY 40TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 40th anniversary
of Focus on the Family, a vital Amer-
ican institution dedicated to pre-
serving one of the country’s most
foundational pillars: the family.

While I cannot attend today’s cele-
bration in person, I am grateful that
my good friend, Vice President MIKE
PENCE, is in Colorado Springs to mark
this wonderful occasion.

It would be impossible to fully quan-
tify the impact Focus on the Family
has had in our own Nation and across
the world. Thousands of marriages
have been revived, children have been
lovingly discipled, and families have
been reunited and strengthened.

Perhaps most important are the
382,000 lives saved through Focus on
the Family’s Option Ultrasound pro-
gram, which helps mothers choose life
when faced with unexpected preg-
nancies.

Those 382,000 lives and, indeed, our
entire Nation owe you a debt of grati-
tude. So to founder Dr. James Dobson,
Jim Daly, and the staff of Focus on the
Family, I say, “Well, done,” and offer
you my sincere congratulations.

———
HONORING LUKE NEWMAN

(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I take this opportunity to
commend the life and the legacy of an
outstanding resident of my community
who served in World War II, which is a
long time ago, but he also became an
outstanding citizen, steeped in the Lu-
theran church, provided resources to
the community where he lived and
worked, so I commend Mr. Luke New-
man, and I just simply say that we
have enjoyed knowing him.

———————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF FLOR-
IDA HIGHWAY PATROL SER-
GEANT WILLIAM BISHOP

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of Florida High-
way Patrol Master Sergeant William
Bishop of Lake City. Sergeant Bishop
was Killed last Saturday while working
a traffic accident on I-75 in Alachua
County, Florida.

Sergeant Bishop is a 30-year veteran
of the Florida Highway Patrol, and he
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dedicated his life to law enforcement.
He truly loved his patrol family. He
also served in the United States Army,
serving on the front lines all his life.
That is a calling, not a job.

Many of Bishop’s colleagues remem-
ber him as someone who exhibited
compassion, honesty, and faith. He
loved watching football, but his great-
est love of all was his family, espe-
cially his son, Trampas.

His service and sacrifice to the State
of Florida is a debt we will never be
able to repay.

Please join me in honoring Florida
Highway Patrol Master Sergeant Wil-
liam Bishop and all of our fallen heroes
who have made the ultimate sacrifice
for our safety.

———

RECOGNIZING MACKENZIE GORE
AS 2016-17 GATORADE NORTH
CAROLINA BASEBALL PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to say that North Carolina is
home to many great student athletes
that serve as community role models.

One prime example is MacKenzie
Gore, who graduated from Whiteville
High School this month and has been
named the 2017 Gatorade North Caro-
lina Baseball Player of the Year. Not
only that, he was just recently selected
third overall in the Major League Base-
ball draft by the San Diego Padres.

MacKenzie not only demonstrates
athletic excellence, but also exemplary
character and work ethic—the two pri-
mary traits necessary for great suc-
cess. Very few have achieved as much
as early in life. It is a culmination of
years of hard work and commitment.

As with all who are in success, Mac-
Kenzie is blessed to have a big decision
to make: go pro and play for the Padres
or head to East Carolina University to
play for the Pirates. Whatever Mac-
Kenzie decides, we are all proud of him
and wish him the very best.

———
EVAN’'S LAW

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, some-
times out of loss, a cause arises and the
lives of others are saved. I rise today to
ask for my colleagues’ support of a bill
I introduced today, Evan’s Law.

My bill would require the Depart-
ment of Defense to make windows in
military residential housing safe for
military families and their children by
equipping housing units with fall pro-
tection and prevention devices to pro-
tect against unintentional falls by
young children.

We ask our servicemembers to go
into harm’s way to protect our Nation
and our way of life. Our servicemem-
bers deserve to live in residential hous-
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ing properly equipped with window fall
prevention devices to make sure their
children are safe in their own homes.

Mr. Speaker, joining me today in the
balcony is Commander Jason English;
his wife, Ami; and their -children,
Jason, Luke, Lydia, and Joshua.

Commander English and his family
have been tireless advocates for resi-
dential window safety requirements in
the Department of Defense. They lost
their son Evan. Commander English
and his family have worked to raise
awareness about the danger young chil-
dren face in residential housing.

I thank the English family for their
hard work. I am hopeful that Evan’s
Law will become a part of the National
Defense Authorization Act. I urge my
colleagues to join me in their support.

ACCELERATING INDIVIDUALS INTO
THE WORKFORCE ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 2842.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Ne-
braska?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 396 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2842.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from California (Mr. DENHAM) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2842) to
provide for the conduct of demonstra-
tion projects to test the effectiveness
of subsidized employment for TANF re-
cipients, with Mr. DENHAM in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
SMITH) and the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support to
talk about H.R. 2842, the Accelerating
Individuals into the Workforce Act.

According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, there are more than 6 mil-
lion job openings, the highest level
since the government started tracking
the data in the year 2000. At the same
time, the share of Americans partici-
pating in the workforce is near a four-
decade low.
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Moving welfare recipients into em-
ployment is a central goal of the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
program, or TANF. Yet only half of all
TANF recipients receiving cash assist-
ance are working or preparing for
work.

Some TANF recipients have a dif-
ficult time transitioning from welfare
into a job, so these types of on-the-job
work experiences aid in the transition.
The same goes for employers who may
be reluctant to hire welfare recipients
with limited work experience or other
barriers to working.

So the question is: How can we bridge
the gap? How do we connect out-of-
work Americans with all of the em-
ployers who want and need to fill job
openings?

H.R. 2842, sponsored by Congressman
CURBELO of Florida and Congressman
DAvVIs of Illinois, encourages employers
to work with State and local agencies
to hire TANF recipients. States would
only be able to use this money to pro-
vide benefits to those who are working,
providing paychecks in lieu of benefit
checks, a key tenet to welfare reform.

Employers would take the lead by
partnering with State and local agen-
cies to hire TANF recipients, providing
recipients with highly valued work ex-
perience and on-the-job training, in-
cluding apprenticeships.

Barn-and-learn models help people
become familiar with the workplace,
gain needed skills, and earn a wage.

The bill reserves up to $100 million
for 1 year from the TANF Contingency
Fund, which has already been extended
through the end of fiscal year 2018 to
subsidize up to 50 percent of a TANF
recipient’s wage for no more than 12
months.

Fifteen percent of the funds would be
set aside for career pathway programs,
which combine work, training, and
other supports to help individuals
enter the workforce and move up the
economic ladder.

Finally, high-quality evaluations
would be used to determine whether
these public-private partnerships were
effective in helping welfare recipients
move into jobs and retain work.

There is broad support from the em-
ployer community for helping low-
skilled Americans gain on-the-job ex-
perience, and there is plenty of support
here and across the country for tying
government assistance to work or work
preparation for those who are able-bod-
ied.

Decades of experience tells us the
most effective anti-poverty program is
a job. It is helping low-income Ameri-
cans earn success through the dignity
of work.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the op-
portunity to stand with Mr. CURBELO in
supporting this bill today, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.
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I strongly support H.R. 2842, the Ac-
celerating Individuals into the Work-
force Act, which is better known as
TANF.

This important bill modernizes the
TANF Contingency Fund to promote
effective job training programs, such as
subsidized jobs, career pathways, and
apprenticeship programs. Research is
clear. Subsidized employment, career
pathways, and apprenticeship programs
successfully engage people in employ-
ment, especially those who have been
unsuccessful in finding paid employ-
ment through their efforts.

Further research on past TANF sub-
sidized employment programs docu-
ment that these initiatives increase
employment and earnings both while
individuals worked in a subsidized job
as well as after the program ended.
Also, studies show that States operated
these programs that provided tremen-
dous benefit at very reasonable cost.

Many States used the TANF Emer-
gency Funds to establish effective sub-
sidized employment programs. Using
these TANF Emergency Funds in Illi-
nois, former Governor Pat Quinn im-
plemented the very successful Put I1li-
nois to Work program that directly
created over 26,000 jobs, helping close
to 5,000 employees in Illinois. Nation-
ally, the TANF Emergency Funds cre-
ated 260,000 jobs.

Good subsidized employment pro-
grams have three characteristics that
make them an attractive part of
TANF: they are able to increase em-
ployment quickly; they help some of
the individuals who face the greatest
challenges enter the workforce and
stay there; and, when funded on a large
scale, they can help boost local econo-
mies. For these reasons, Democrats
have proposed subsidized employment
within TANF for years.

My friend and colleague from Wis-
consin, GWEN MOORE, initially proposed
allowing subsidized employment in
TANF via her RISE Act many years
ago. I embraced her idea in my Respon-
sible Fatherhood bill, and I am pleased
to join with Representative CURBELO
on this effort.

If we are truly committed to helping
families work their way out of poverty,
we will need to do much more to
strengthen TANF. We will need to en-
sure that States actually spend TANF
money on TANF recipients. We need to
improve access to education and train-
ing, critical changes that both Repub-
lican and Democratic witnesses have
emphasized over and over again. We
need to improve childcare so parents
can actually go to work.

This bill is a good bill. It makes a
small, positive step forward on our
path to more comprehensive improve-
ments to TANF. I strongly support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 5 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CURBELO), the lead sponsor of the bill.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in strong support of
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H.R. 2842, the Accelerating Individuals
into the Workforce Act.

Here 1in the House, we have
prioritized helping Americans escape
poverty, and we are working to create
policies that are focused on getting in-
dividuals into jobs so they can achieve
self-sufficiency.

A job is something that dignifies the
human condition. It is an opportunity
for every individual to make a con-
tribution to their family, their local
community, and to our country.

This bill is an innovative solution
that will give more people access to
that opportunity. Through proposals
like H.R. 2842, we can help struggling
Americans find work and get on the
path to success.

This bipartisan legislation connects
Americans looking for work with em-
ployers looking to fill job openings, in-
cluding through apprenticeships and
other forms of on-the-job training. It
uses $100 million from the TANF Con-
tingency Fund for grants so States can
conduct demonstration projects in-
tended to assist TANF recipients in en-
tering the workforce and maintaining
employment.

Importantly, this legislation requires
that States meet certain criteria to en-
sure they achieve their intended goal.
This includes a description of how local
governments will coordinate these ef-
forts with others that assist low-in-
come individuals.

States must also report on the out-
comes of the demonstration projects
and provide evaluations to determine
whether such employer-led partner-
ships were effective.

This bill empowers States, giving
them the ability to take into account
their own unique challenges and design
programs that meet both their employ-
ers’ and job seekers’ needs, rather than
a top-down Washington approach.

This legislation has support from our
business leaders. I include this letter of
support in the RECORD.

BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE,
Washington, DC, June 20, 2017.

Hon. CARLOS CURBELO,

House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.

Hon. DANNY K. DAVIS,

House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE CURBELO AND REP-
RESENTATIVE DAVIS: Business Roundtable ap-
preciates your bipartisan efforts to bring
more people into the workforce who cur-
rently have few skills and lack job experi-
ence. Your bill, H.R. 2842, the Accelerating
Individuals into the Workforce Act, is a
thoughtful approach for encouraging compa-
nies to hire recipients of Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families (TANF). We are
pleased to support it.

Business Roundtable CEOs believe earn-
and-learn programs help people become fa-
miliar with the workplace, gain needed
skills, and earn a wage. In many inner cities,
the unemployment rate for young people is
distressingly high, but their prospects im-
prove dramatically if they find a first-time
job.

By supporting partnerships among busi-
ness, government, and education to hire
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TANF recipients, the Accelerating Individ-
uals into the Workforce Act will give the un-
employed an opportunity to work and suc-
ceed.
Sincerely,
WES BUSH,
Chair, Education and
Workforce Com-
mittee, Business
Roundtable; Chair-
man, Chief Ezxecu-
tive Officer and
President, Northrop
Grumman Corpora-
tion.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I was happy to partner with Rep-
resentative DANNY DAVIS on this effort
to move individuals from welfare into
long-term employment, and I am proud
of the work we have done together.

I would also like to thank Chairman
BRADY and Subcommittee Chairman
ADRIAN SMITH for their leadership and
hard work, as well as Rosemary
Lahasky, Anne DeCesaro, and the rest
of the House Committee on Ways and
Means staff who have worked on this
legislation.

Mr. Chairman, if I may add one
thing. Last week, in the wake of the
tragic shooting against Members of
Congress, we all vowed to come to-
gether, to find common ground. The
Committee on Ways and Means an-
swered that call, and I am very con-
fident that this House will do the same
later today.

The American people expect us to
have our differences, our disagree-
ments, but they also expect us to find
common ground; and Republicans and
Democrats have done this today in
favor of those who need it most, wel-
fare recipients, needy families in our
country. I am very proud to sponsor
this legislation, to support it, and I
would ask all of my colleagues to do
the same.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT), who
has worked on these issues for many,
many terms and many years.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman and both my col-
leagues, though I respectfully disagree
that this Congress has placed any pri-
ority on helping get people out of pov-
erty. Indeed, when it comes to poverty
in America, this Congress has largely
been silent. I think the Congress itself
is impoverished when it comes to ideas
about how to lift people up into the
middle class.

We talk here so much about the mid-
dle class, and appropriately so, but
there are millions of people out there
who are struggling to just climb up
that first or second rung of the eco-
nomic ladder and work themselves into
the middle class, and this Congress is
doing little, constructively, to assist
them.

The need for real and meaningful
change is particularly evident in my
home State of Texas, where the State
legislature has been so incredibly indif-
ferent to this problem. There, one out
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of every four children is below the pov-
erty level, and over one-third of all
Texans live in the shadow of poverty,
meaning that their income is less than
twice the poverty threshold. The Cor-
poration for Enterprise Development
ranked Texas near the bottom among
all States on key measures related to
financial security.

Now, here is what today’s bipartisan
bill does to respond to that, and it is
really a story of the number one.

Of the several Republican proposals
that were originally advanced by now-
Speaker PAUL RYAN two years ago,
some introduced by Republican col-
leagues and some containing good
ideas, this is the one last bill standing.

With the notable exception of a budg-
et that is devastating to opportunities
for poor Americans, this is the one and
only bill on Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families, previously known as
welfare, that Republicans will even
permit us to discuss on the floor of this
House.

This one very modest bill does not
add one new dollar to address the chal-
lenges that those who want to rise
from welfare to work need. It simply
segregates $100 million from an exist-
ing fund for one year.

Now, get this: the fund from which
they are segregating the $100 million
from, Donald Trump is seeking to abol-
ish the entire fund so that no moneys
for this proposal will be available after
one year.

This bill gives the States no new
flexibility, and no new authority. It
does not authorize them to do anything
that they cannot do today. Indeed,
some States—and I think my colleague
from Illinois referenced one of these—
are already finding ways to, in appro-
priate situations, subsidize employ-
ment.

What this bill does is to say that on
this particular $100 million fund, as
long as it lasts, until President Trump
eliminates it entirely, that the States
must use the money in a particular
way. In other words, it seeks to restrict
the States who receive these moneys to
require them to use it for one par-
ticular way to assist those who are in
poverty.

It is also significant that the Trump
budget cuts are so far-reaching in try-
ing to undermine efforts to raise people
out of poverty, and for those who are
not able-bodied, to provide them the
support that they need. This bill deals
with a little less than one-half of one
percent of the Trump budget cuts.

I believe, sincerely, that we need a
better approach, that we have ideas on
both sides of the aisle that are being
blocked by a determination to not ad-
dress root causes of poverty.

First, we should support initiatives
that strike at the early seeds of pov-
erty, like the Home Visiting Program
that will expire in a mere three
months, which helps to improve oppor-
tunities for at-risk children and helps
their parents be the parents they want
to be; and certainly, early childhood
education is a key part of that.
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Second, we should increase efforts to
help people gain the skills they need to
secure jobs through which they can
support their families at a living wage,
and that is the challenge here. Sure,
some employers will love to have tax-
payers subsidize their workforce, pay
part of the wages that they would oth-
erwise have to pay, and sometimes this
is a valuable support, particularly for
people that are reentering our society
after incarceration and other groups of
particularly hard-to-place employees.
But for many folks, the big question is,
when the subsidy ends, when the tax-
payer stops paying, will there be a job
there? Is there a job ladder that will
allow that person to work themselves
up, or are they essentially partici-
pating in minimum wage employment
that will not support their family and
will not provide them a future?

There are in-demand skills-training
programs that do work and do offer an
alternative, but they are not free. They
take an investment. An example is
Project QUEST in San Antonio.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. I
yield the gentleman an additional 2
minutes.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Chairman,
Project QUEST has an 86 percent job
placement rate for its graduates, who
boost their incomes, on average, from
$10,000 a year before entering the pro-
gram to $40,000 a year.

I know there are similar programs in
other parts of the country that do the
same. They are not subsidized employ-
ment, but they are working with poor
people to get the skills that they need
for an in-demand job and working with
local employers to find out what types
of jobs are most needed. In many parts
of America, our economy is being held
back by a lack of qualified workers.

Then, one of the areas that is so im-
portant to all parents, but particularly
to single moms that are in poverty, is
childcare. President Trump is pro-
posing not one, but three cuts to
childcare, cutting out hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars of support to childcare,
which stands in the way of many indi-
viduals from working their way out of
poverty.

I believe that we need to be working
together to try to find genuine solu-
tions and that working together is not
just here in this House, in Congress, be-
cause the big problem here is that,
when we voted in 1996—and I voted for
it, for moving from welfare to work—
we expected the States to be partners
in that effort. Today, as much as we
talk about work and getting from wel-
fare to work, exactly 8 cents out of
every dollar being spent on the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
program—8 cents—goes to work sup-
ports. And not very much more than
that goes to childcare, and President
Trump, of course, wants to reduce that.

It is only by having a comprehensive
program that is really focused on the
roots of poverty and assisting those
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who would help themselves that the
promise of that welfare law can become
effective.

Unfortunately, while we did change
fundamentally and end welfare as we
know it, it became welfare for Repub-
lican Governors who wanted to use
these Federal moneys not to assist the
poor, but to assist their States fill var-
ious budget gaps. We have a great ex-
ample of where block grants fail. I hope
we can find ways to succeed.

O 0930

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the ef-
forts here today of my colleague from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. CURBELO)
working together focusing on solu-
tions.

Mr. Chairman, we know that, this
day and age, it is very easy to identify
the problems and the challenges that
our country faces. It is a little more
difficult to come up with the solutions
and bring people together. I appreciate
the efforts of both sides coming to-
gether today.

I truly believe that the solutions to
our challenges are out in the commu-
nities where needy families live, and
we know we have many needy families
across our country for various reasons.
America is a big country. And when
you look at the challenges that indi-
viduals might face economically, I
hope that we can come together as
Americans to focus on growing our
economy, growing opportunity, hoping
that we see, as our number one respon-
sibility, the need to provide for oppor-
tunity in the future.

We can’t set certain and determine
certain outcomes, but we can certainly
measure the outcomes from our efforts
here in Washington. That is why this
bill, very importantly, requires States
to report on outcomes through this
program. We know that we need to pro-
vide more flexibility for States. This
does exactly that, and, even more so,
with communities.

As we do get the feedback from the
States, I hope that we will heed their
advice because they are the folks who
are more in touch with the needs of
their various communities around
their jurisdictions, all 50 States.

Mr. Chairman, they are experts, and
I hope that we can work together with
them here, on both sides of the aisle, in
Washington, but also all across Amer-
ica with very diverse needs for needy
families.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE),
a fierce advocate for low-income peo-
ple.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Chairman, I thank
Ranking Member DANNY DAVIS. I rise
to express support for H.R. 2842, Accel-
erating Individuals into the Workforce
Act.
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I do, again, want to thank my dear
friend, Representative DAVIS, for recog-
nizing the importance of subsidizing
jobs as something that was featured in
my RISE Out of Poverty bill, and I ap-
plaud this bipartisan bill as a small
step in the right direction.

Now, this bill calls for a demonstra-
tion project, which would show
progress toward reducing poverty in
our country through a 1l-year test of
subsidized employment programs. But I
would note, Mr. Chairman, that it cer-
tainly does not tackle the larger short-
comings of TANF, which is in des-
perate need of reform.

If enacted, this bill would exhibit a
great start at helping TANF recipients
obtain short-term employment. How-
ever, methods to retain long-term em-
ployment through higher education
and childcare options for TANF recipi-
ents are still needed.

I do want to point out, Mr. Chairman,
that contrary to popular notions of
welfare recipients—I have been a wel-
fare recipient myself—people on public
assistance do, in fact, want to work,
but they want to work at a wage that
is sustainable. They want to work at a
job that includes training opportuni-
ties. They want to work at jobs that
provide them with a career ladder, and
they, certainly, want to work at a job
that will bring them out of poverty—
something that will help them work in
a durable, lasting fashion.

Since I have a little bit more time
than I thought I was going to have, I
just want to point out that it is a lit-
tle-known fact that current law under
TANF actually requires welfare recipi-
ents to do unwaged work. How absurd
is that? Who in this body, Mr. Chair-
man, would work for absolutely noth-
ing?

I want to note that the proposed
funding mechanism in H.R. 2842 does
not appear in my RISE Out of Poverty
bill. TANF funds are woefully inad-
equate already. They are pegged to a
1994 appropriations, and, certainly, this
flat funding would inure to the det-
riment of the entire TANF program.

Mr. Chair, I urge Members to support
this bill.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I am prepared to close if there are
no more speakers. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

I want to, first of all, commend Mr.
CURBELO for his leadership on this
issue, and I certainly agree with him
that we have found enough common
ground to be here this morning with a
bill that we can pass, but I also agree
with my friend from Texas (Mr. DOG-
GETT), that there are many short-
comings to helping individuals actu-
ally realize the potential that they
have to move beyond poverty to sus-
tainable employment so that they can
have a level of living and a level of ex-
pectation which gives them the energy
that they need to keep moving forward.
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There are some improvements that
we certainly need to make. We can
allow greater education and training.
Every time witnesses come before us,
they always tell us that, no matter
whether they are billed as Republican
or Democrat, or with no political
stripe. We should improve TANF for
kinship caregivers. We should remove
the lifetime ban on felony drug convic-
tions. Just imagine, that these individ-
uals will never ever have the oppor-
tunity to experience the benefits of
this program, or of this effort.

We should remove the 60-month time
limit during recessions, and we should
remove the ban to assist unwed teen
parents and other youth who are dis-
placed.

So clearly, we do have agreement
this morning, and I am delighted to be
a part of it, but I certainly hope that
my colleagues will look at those unmet
needs that the legislation does not
cover.

I urge its support, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate Mr.
CURBELO and Mr. DAVIS for their lead-
ership on this issue, and then col-
leagues from both sides coming to-
gether in a bipartisan way so that we
can help more Americans get back to
work.

This bill requires high-quality eval-
uations to determine whether these
public-private partnerships are effec-
tive in helping welfare recipients move
into jobs. These evidence-based results
will be used to inform future policy de-
cisions to reform our welfare system,
similar to the approach taken in the
mid-1990s.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on these important issues so
more Americans can earn a wage and
feel the dignity of work.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

In lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on Ways and Means,
printed in the bill, it shall be in order
to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the b5-
minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the
text of Rules Committee Print 115-22.
That amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be considered as read.

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows:

H.R. 2842

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Accelerating In-

dividuals into the Workforce Act’’.
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SEC. 2. DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS TO SUPPORT
SUBSIDIZED EMPLOYMENT FOR
TANF RECIPIENTS TO ENTER THE
WORKFORCE.

Section 403 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 603) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“(c) SUBSIDIZED EMPLOYMENT DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make
grants to States to conduct demonstration
projects, at least one of which shall fund pro-
grams that offer apprenticeships registered
under the Act of August 16, 1937 (commonly
known as the ‘National Apprenticeship Act’; 50
Stat. 664, chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.), de-
signed to implement and evaluate strategies that
provide wage subsidies to enable low-income in-
dividuals to enter into and retain employment.

““(2) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall require each State that applies for
a grant under this subsection to do the fol-
lowing:

““(A) Describe how wage subsidies will be pro-
vided (such as whether paid directly to the em-
ployer or the individual), the duration of the
subsidies, the amount of the subsidies, the struc-
ture of the subsidies, and how employers will be
recruited to participate in the subsidizced em-
ployment program.

““(B) Describe how the State expects those par-
ticipating in subsidized employment to be able to
retain employment after the subsidy ends.

‘““(C) Describe how the State will coordinate
subsidized employment funded under this sub-
section with other efforts to help low-income in-
dividuals enter work as conducted by the State.

““(3) USE OF FUNDS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A State to which a grant is
made under this subsection may use the grant to
subsidize the wages of an eligible recipient for a
period not exceeding 12 months, and only to the
extent that the total of the funds paid under
this project and any other Federal funds so used
with respect to the recipient does not exceed 50
percent of the amount of the wages received by
the recipient during the period.

‘“(B) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A4), an eligible recipient is—

“(i)(I) a recipient of assistance under the
State program funded under this part or any
other State program funded with qualified State
exrpenditures (as defined in section
409(a)(7)(B)(i)); or

‘“(1I) a noncustodial parent of a minor child
who is receiving assistance referred to in sub-
clause (I);

‘““(it) who, at the time the subsidy begins, is
unemployed; and

“‘(iii) whose income, at that time, is less than
200 percent of the poverty line (as defined by the
Office of Management and Budget, and revised
annually in accordance with section 673(2) of
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981
(42 U.S.C. 9902(2))).

““(4) LIMITATIONS.—

““(A) NONDISPLACEMENT.—A State to which a
grant is made under this subsection shall ensure
that no participant in a subsidized job program
funded in whole or in part under this subsection
is employed or assigned to a job under the pro-
gram—

‘(i) when any other individual is on layoff
from the same or any substantially equivalent
job; or

““(ii) if the employer has terminated the em-
ployment of any regular employee or otherwise
caused an involuntary reduction of its work-
force in order to fill the vacancy so created with
an adult described in paragraph (1).

“(B) GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE.—A State with a
program funded under this subsection shall es-
tablish and maintain a grievance procedure for
resolving complaints of alleged violations of sub-
paragraph (A).

‘““(C) NO PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this para-
graph shall preempt or supersede any provision
of State or local law that provides greater pro-
tection for employees from displacement.
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““(5) REPORTS.—As a condition of receiving
funds under this subsection for a fiscal year, a
State shall submit to the Secretary, within 6
months after the end of the fiscal year, a report
that—

““(A) specifies, for each month of the fiscal
year, the number of individuals whose employ-
ment is subsidized with these funds;

““(B) describes the structure of the State ac-
tivities to use the funds to subsidice employ-
ment, including the amount and duration of the
subsidies provided;

“(C) specifies the percentage of eligible recipi-
ents who received a subsidy who are in unsub-
sidized employment during the second quarter
after the subsidy ended;

‘(D) specifies the percentage of eligible recipi-
ents who received a subsidy who are in unsub-
sidized employment during the fourth quarter
after the subsidy ended; and

“(E) specifies the median earnings of eligible
recipients who received a subsidy who are in
unsubsidized employment during the second
quarter after the subsidy ended.

““(6) EVALUATION.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with each State conducting a dem-
onstration project, shall conduct a high-quality
evaluation of the demonstration project, and
may reserve funds made available under this
subsection to conduct the evaluation in accord-
ance with the following:

“(A) EVALUATOR QUALIFICATIONS.—The Sec-
retary may not enter into a contract with an
evaluator unless the evaluator has demonstrated
experience in conducting rigorous evaluations of
program effectiveness including, where available
and appropriate, well-implemented randomized
controlled trials.

“(B) METHODOLOGIES TO BE USED.—The eval-
uation of a demonstration project shall use ex-
perimental designs using random assignment or
other reliable, evidence-based research meth-
odologies that allow for the strongest possible
causal inferences when random assignment is
not feasible.

““(C) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—The Secretary
shall publish the results of the evaluation on
the website of the Department of Health and
Human Services in a location easily accessible
by the public.

“(7) RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONGRESS.—The
Secretary shall submit recommendations to the
Committee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Finance
of the Senate on how to increase the employ-
ment, retention, and advancement of individ-
uals currently or formerly receiving assistance
under a State program funded under this part
or any other State program funded with quali-
fied State expenditures (as defined in section
409(a)(7)(B)(1)).

‘“(8) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out subsection (b) for fiscal year
2018, the Secretary shall reserve $100,000,000 to
carry out this subsection.

““(9) USE OF CERTAIN FUNDS FOR CAREER PATH-
WAY PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall use 15 per-
cent of the amounts reserved to carry out this
subsection, to fund programs that offer career
pathway (as defined in section 3(7) of the Work-
force Inmovation and Opportunity Act) services.

““(10) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds pro-
vided to a State under this subsection in a fiscal
year shall be expended by the State in the fiscal
year or in the succeeding fiscal year.”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendment made by this Act shall take

effect on October 1, 2017.

The CHAIR. No amendment to that
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those
printed in House Report 115-187. Each
such amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in the report, by a
Member designated in the report, shall
be considered as read, shall be debat-
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able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not
be subject to amendment, and shall not
be subject to a demand for division of
the question.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MS. FOXX

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 1 printed in
House Report 115-187.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 2, line 2, before the period, insert the
following: ‘‘in an in-demand industry sector
or occupation identified by the appropriate
State or local workforce development
board”’.

Page 5, after line 13, insert the following:

‘(C) describes the State’s policies in effect
during the fiscal year—

‘(i) to ensure nondisplacement as required
under paragraph (4)(A); and

‘‘(ii) to implement grievance procedures as
required in (4)(B), including information on
the number of grievance claims filed in the
preceding fiscal year and the aggregate re-
sults of those claims;’’.

Page 5, line 14, redesignate subparagraph
(C) as subparagraph (D).

Page 5, line 18, redesignate subparagraph
(D) as subparagraph (E).

Page 5, line 22, redesignate subparagraph
(E) as subparagraph (F).

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 396, the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment to H.R. 2842, Accelerating
Individuals into the Workforce Act,
would make two changes to the bill.
The first part of the amendment would
encourage the demonstration projects
created under this bill to direct bene-
ficiaries toward jobs in an in-demand
industry sector or occupation, as iden-
tified by workforce boards in their
States and local communities.

Today, in this country, there are ap-
proximately 6 million jobs that remain
unfilled because they require technical
skills and knowledge related specifi-
cally to an industry or occupation. If
we want to help participants move
from government assistance and hold a
job, then we must set them on a path
toward jobs and industries that are
currently, and will remain, competi-
tive in the evolving 21st century econ-
omy.

The second part of my amendment
would include in the reports from
States that establish these demonstra-
tion projects information about their
efforts to ensure nondisplacement of
workers and to address grievance
claims. Congress’ future decisions re-
lated to similar programs will be en-
hanced by having access to this infor-
mation and data reported from the
States.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, I claim the time in opposi-
tion, although I am not opposed to the
amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Chairman, this amendment would fur-
ther strengthen the protections against
displacement of current employees. I
think it is a goal that we all share to
make sure that this bill expands em-
ployment, rather than just changing
who is employed.

I plan to support the gentlewoman’s
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, as our
economy continues to recover and
evolve, it is critical that job seekers
have the resources needed to gain the
skills they need to compete for in-de-
mand jobs. That was the aim of the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act that we passed in 2014, and my
amendment encourages State agencies
to coordinate with their workforce
boards to continue these efforts.

My amendment also would improve
the information participating States
submit about their demonstration
projects, providing important data for
decisionmakers in the future. I thank
my colleagues for their consideration
and ask for their support of this
amendment and the underlying bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxXx).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. BOST

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 2 printed in
House Report 115-187.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Chair,
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 2, line 20, after ‘‘individuals’, insert
¢, including individuals displaced or relo-
cated from a public housing authority to an
alternative public housing facility or placed
on rental assistance,”.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 396, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. BosT) and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

I have an

[ 0945

Mr. BOST. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to provide
relief to the people of Cairo, Illinois,
and other communities across the
country who have fallen victim to cor-
ruption in their local housing authori-
ties.

Last year, the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development took con-
trol of Alexander County Housing Au-
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thority in my district after decades of
fraud and mismanagement. Many of
Cairo’s public housing units were fall-
ing apart, rating somewhere between
dangerous and unlivable. All the while,
the housing authority’s senior staff
continued to cash in: excessive pay,
great benefits, large pension payouts,
and big consulting contracts for former
executive directors. All of this was paid
for with taxpayers’ money.

An investigation by The Southern Il-
linoisan newspaper found Ilocal resi-
dents coping with leaking roofs, moldy
living facilities, broken heating and air
conditioning, rats, and cockroaches—
unbelievable living conditions.

This didn’t happen overnight. It hap-
pened after many years of neglect. The
situation is so bad that the worst hous-
ing units in Cairo are being destroyed,
and families are being required to
move.

Sadly, Cairo’s story is not unique.
Similar stories of mismanagement and
fraud have occurred in housing au-
thorities across the country. While I
continue to fight for families in Cairo,
we must work to help those who have
been relocated at no fault of their own.

My amendment would require the
State applications include plans to
help these families transition to their
new communities and find work. This
will be an important step forward for
Americans already fighting to stay on
their feet.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this amendment. I want to
say to everyone, if they can, to support
this amendment.

I want everyone to know also that it
is my hope that both State and Federal
authorities pursue, in this particular
case, those who have abused the sys-
tem, that they prosecute them, and
that they are put in situations where
they are in prison, because there they
will receive better housing conditions
than what they left these people with.

Now, this amendment deals with the
fact of allowing them the opportunity
to work and to step them up into a bet-
ter life. But I hope and I pray that the
people who are responsible for Cairo
and all these other facilities will be
prosecuted to the full extent.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. BOST).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. BONAMICI

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 3 printed in
House Report 115-187.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 2, after line 21, insert the following:

‘(D) Describe how the State will coordi-
nate subsidized employment funded under
this subsection with the Federal Work-Study
Program, career pathway (as defined in sec-
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tion 3(7) of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act) services, and other Federal
programs to help low-income individuals
complete education and training programs
and enter the workforce.”.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 396, the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. BONAMICI) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oregon.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, the
amendment I am offering with my col-
league, Representative SUSAN DAVIS,
strengthens coordination between sub-
sidized employment through the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families,
TANF, program, other Federal work-
force development programs, and the
Federal Work-Study program.

The goal of the Accelerating Individ-
uals into the Workforce Act is to help
low-income individuals gain the experi-
ence and skills necessary for long-term
success in the workforce and access to
family-sustaining wages. Yet studies of
the long-term effects on unemploy-
ment from short-term, subsidized em-
ployment programs demonstrate dif-
fering outcomes, which is why I com-
mend my colleagues for including ro-
bust reporting and evaluation require-
ments in the underlying bill.

We already know that other efforts
have clear long-term benefits. Adults
who attain postsecondary credentials
and degrees are much more likely to be
employed and much less likely to rely
on public assistance. For example,
about 90 percent of young adults who
earn a bachelor’s degree are employed.
The employment rate for those who
don’t complete high school is just 48
percent. Not surprisingly, the vast ma-
jority—approximately 93 percent—of
TANF recipients did not attain edu-
cation beyond high school.

Helping more low-income adults
complete postsecondary credential pro-
grams and degrees is a proven strategy
for reducing reliance on public assist-
ance and promoting self-sufficient
households. This is a bipartisan goal.

Our amendment advances this goal
by helping to give more low-income
parents high-quality work opportuni-
ties while enrolled in postsecondary
programs. Currently, the Federal
Work-Study program provides part-
time jobs to students. Studies show
that those students who are lucky
enough to get a Federal Work-Study
job have higher completion rates and
are more likely to work in a position
that aligns with their program of
study.

Unfortunately, Federal Work-Study
alone cannot meet the demand for con-
necting low-income students with valu-
able, work-based learning opportuni-
ties. In fact, only about 2 percent of
community college students partici-
pate in Federal Work-Study.

The subsidized employment program
authorized in the bill we are debating
today could help address this unmet
need and target additional support to
low-income student parents, helping
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them attain a credential or degree and
vastly improving their long-term em-
ployment prospects.

Administering the subsidized em-
ployment program in conjunction with
the Federal Work-Study program re-
quires coordination among State agen-
cies and higher education institutions.
My amendment encourages this coordi-
nation, and I encourage Members to
support it.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment, although I am not op-
posed to the amendment.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I support this amendment. It re-
quires States to coordinate efforts
under this bill with other Federal pro-
grams designed to help low-income in-
dividuals obtain the necessary skills to
enter employment and climb the eco-
nomic ladder.

Our Federal welfare system is large,
fragmented, and growing in cost. The
nonpartisan Congressional Research
Service estimates that we currently
operate over 80 programs that provide
food, housing, healthcare, job training,
education, energy assistance, and cash
to low-income Americans. Reducing
bureaucracy and streamlining a State’s
administration of employment and
training services to low-income Ameri-
cans is a step in the right direction.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this amendment as well as
supporting the underlying bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chairman, a
number of State programs leverage
Federal Work-Study funds to help
TANF recipients who are enrolled in
community college programs meet
work requirements and get real-world
experience in jobs that reinforce what
they are studying.

Additionally, the Government Ac-
countability Office has recommended
improving coordination between em-
ployment and training programs, and
the Department of Health and Human
Services guidelines on helping TANF
recipients succeed in career pathways
makes recommendations for using the
Federal Work-Study program in con-
junction with TANF to boost the at-
tainment of industry-recognized cre-
dentials.

There is precedent and widespread
support for improving the coordination
of programs that help low-income indi-
viduals gain work experience to sub-
sidize employment. Again, our amend-
ment does not require States to devote
funds from TANF-subsidized employ-
ment programs to low-income student
parents, but it does ask States to con-
sider how they are using subsidized em-
ployment—whether through TANF or
Federal Work-Study—in concert to
give more people the opportunity to
earn a higher education degree or cre-
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dential and, thereby, a significantly
improved chance at finding a long-
term, living-wage job.

Mr. Chairman, I ask my colleagues to
support this commonsense amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, again, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment as well as the
underlying bill.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Chair, | am
proud to support this amendment which would
align the TANF program and the federal work
study program.

TANF, or the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families program, was created to help
struggling families become self sufficient.

We know that the best way to achieve this
goal is to give people the resources they need
to find quality jobs.

This amendment would allow states to align
employment efforts by coordinating with
schools to help more students access work-
study opportunities.

And we know that these students are not
the 18 year olds of decades past—they are
older students with children, dependent par-
ents, and more financial responsibilities.

Helping these students elevates entire fami-
lies; helping these families elevates entire
communities.

| hope we can come together to support this
amendment and support more working Ameri-
cans.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR.
KRISHNAMOORTHI

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 4 printed in
House Report 115-187.

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 5, line 9, before the semicolon, insert
‘“‘and the percentage of such individuals
whose employment is in an area that
matches their previous training and work ex-
perience’’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 396, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI) and a Member
opposed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I rise in support of my bipartisan
amendment. I would like to thank my
good friend, Congressman LLOYD
SMUCKER of Pennsylvania, for helping
me to introduce this amendment.

Right now what is being taught in
classes doesn’t necessarily align with
what is needed to get a job. Yesterday,
the House passed a bipartisan bill
unanimously that would make sure
that there is stronger alignment and
collaboration between career and tech-
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nical education programs and the em-
ployers that will be hiring.

Our amendment would require that
States report the percentage of sub-
sidized individuals whose jobs match
their previous experience.
Incentivizing States that opt into this
pilot program expands on yesterday’s
bill to ensure that resources are being
used as efficiently as possible by guid-
ing students towards the jobs they
were trained for.

Mr. Chairman, I hope everybody will
support passage of our amendment, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition to the amend-
ment, although I am not opposed.

The CHAIR. Without objection, the
gentleman is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair-
man, I support this amendment. This
amendment provides further informa-
tion to ensure we have high-quality
evaluations requiring States to meas-
ure how many recipients entered em-
ployment in the same field they re-
ceived on-the-job training. The more
we know about how these programs
work and their return on ou