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Wisener Field and its early founders and op-

erators have been recognized throughout the 
years on many occasions, including by the 
Texas Historical Commission. The Texas Aer-
onautics Commission and the Federal Aviation 
Administration recognized Mineola Wisener 
Field Airport as the ‘‘second oldest, continu-
ously-used, uncontrolled airport in the state.’’ 
As Wood County’s first airport, Wisener Field 
has made a long-lasting impact on the econ-
omy, as well as aviation enthusiasts. 

As the Representative of the 5th Congres-
sional District of Texas, it is an honor to rec-
ognize Wisener Field on the 100th Anniver-
sary of its first landing. 
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HOW TRUMPCARE WILL EXACER-
BATE THE TRANSPORTATION 
BARRIER 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
America is a global leader in health care inno-
vation and discovery. Thanks to the Affordable 
Care Act, we’ve made great progress in mak-
ing sure more Americans have access to 
health insurance in recent years. We must 
recognize that much work remains to ensure 
all Americans have practical access to health 
services. Financial and structural barriers con-
tinue to exist for countless Americans, particu-
larly those in rural and under resourced com-
munities where distance to a hospital is long 
and the concentration of health professionals 
is sparse. 

Health care access presents a problem for 
people in rural areas where distance is a tax-
ing obstacle. People in suburban and urban 
settings, while they may live closer to a doctor 
or hospital, can still have trouble with transpor-
tation. Often, households share one vehicle 
between many family members if they own 
one at all. Low-income neighborhoods are 
often subject to unreliable public transpor-
tation. Birmingham is the only city in my dis-
trict with a public transportation system but it 
faces many challenges that the city is trying to 
rectify. For the disabled, obese, or chronically 
ill, the lack of reliable transportation options 
lead to missed appointments and overall lower 
health outcomes. 

Patients miss doctor’s appointments simply 
because they do not have transportation to get 
there. Without transportation access, patients 
may wait for a medical emergency just to be 
able to see a doctor. In rural parts of Ala-
bama, the problem is worse among minorities. 
Throughout the nation, 55 percent of African 
American and 60 percent of Hispanic survey 
respondents reported that transportation was a 
major barrier to medical treatment, compared 
to 38 percent of white respondents. 

Eligibility requirements vary, but each state 
has a ‘‘non-emergency medical transport’’ 
benefit for people with Medicaid. It covers a 
certain number of rides for medical care per 
month. Some states contract with local com-
panies to provide rides for citizens who other-
wise would have no way to receive regular 
medical attention. These are just some of the 
benefits millions of beneficiaries will have no 
access to if Trumpcare becomes law. 

The Affordable Care Act’s expansion of 
Medicaid and reforms to the individual insur-

ance market has helped to lower the unin-
sured rate for African Americans. Between 
2013 and 2016, the uninsured rate for African 
Americans declined from 18.9 percent to 11.7 
percent. However, African Americans still have 
higher uninsured rates than whites (7.5 per-
cent) and Asian Americans (6.3 percent). Re-
pealing the ACA and cutting Medicaid pro-
grams reverses the progress America has 
made to make healthcare more accessible 
and affordable in recent years. 

One’s access to quality health care should 
not depend on where they live, what their race 
is, or how much money they have. This coun-
try should uphold the values it claims to have 
and ensure that healthcare is not a pref-
erential benefit, but a human right for every 
citizen. 
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IN HONOR OF MR. BILL DEBERRY, 
SR. 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Mr. Bill DeBerry, Sr., one 
of the finest businessmen in Denton, Texas. 
As the founder and owner of a funeral home 
in Denton, Bill devoted much of his life to as-
sisting others during some of the most difficult 
times of their own lives. 

Bill left school at an early age to help sup-
port his family when he began driving an am-
bulance for a funeral home. The owner of the 
funeral home at the time noticed Bill’s work 
ethic and encouraged him to finish his edu-
cation. With both high school and University of 
North Texas degrees in hand, Bill worked his 
way through the Dallas Institute of Mortuary 
Services. 

After graduating with his specialized degree, 
Bill began his mortuary career at Schmitz- 
Floyd-Hamlett Funeral Home in Denton. After 
gaining valuable experience in the industry, he 
opened Bill DeBerry Funeral Directors in 1990. 
This local business continues to serve the 
Denton community today under the leadership 
and dedication of his sons. 

I would like to offer my sincere condolences 
to Mr. DeBerry’s family, friends, and col-
leagues. He will be remembered for his com-
passion and commitment to excellence 
throughout his 60 year career, as well as his 
service to our Denton community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF EDUARDO 
AND MARIA VALADAO 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate my parents, Eduardo and Maria 
Valadao, on being nominated the 2017 Kings 
County Dairy Couple of the Year. 

This year, Mr. and Mrs. Valadao are being 
honored as the 2017 Kings County Dairy Cou-
ple of the Year at the Kings County June 
Dairy Month Committee Dinner in Hanford, 
California. This award is given to members 
who are actively involved in industry activities. 

As parents, grandparents, and lifetime dairy 
farmers, Eduardo and Maria Valadao exem-
plify the values, leadership, and commitment 
this award stands for by improving the image 
of the dairy industry. 

Eduardo F. Valadao was born on October 
14, 1943, in Fontinhas, a civil parish on the 
Terceira Island in the Portuguese Azores. Al-
most thirteen miles southwest, Maria F. 
Goncalves was born in Ribeirinha, on Feb-
ruary 17, 1953. The couple’s relationship 
bloomed after first meeting at a bull fight in 
front of Maria’s childhood home. Mr. Valadao 
migrated to Los Angeles County in January of 
1969. He immediately took a job milking cows, 
in hopes of creating a successful life for his fu-
ture wife and children. After establishing a life 
in the States, Eduardo traveled back to the 
Azores and proposed to Maria. Following her 
fiancé, Maria immigrated to the United States 
in 1972. The couple married on April 28, 1973, 
in Artesia, California. 

The youngest of eight, Eduardo Valadao 
was raised on a dairy, and worked close with 
his father and brothers. He wanted to continue 
the lifestyle he was raised in, to guarantee his 
days would be spent with his family, teaching 
his sons about hard work. After their first son, 
Eduardo ‘‘Eddie’’ Goncalves Valadao, was 
born on March 18, 1974, the family partnered 
with another Portuguese family and purchased 
their first cows on a dairy in Riverdale. Mr. 
Valadao worked to grow this dairy until it was 
large enough to support both families involved. 
After Mrs. Valadao gave birth to their second 
son, Miguel ‘‘Mike’’ Goncalves Valadao on Au-
gust 13, 1975, Mr. Valadao moved his family 
from Los Angeles County to Riverdale in Sep-
tember of 1975. 

As a result of the Valadao household in-
creasing, Mr. Valadao moved on from the 
partnership and rented a larger dairy facility in 
Tulare, California, in 1977. The family then 
welcomed their third son, David Goncalves 
Valadao, on April 14, 1977. Eduardo contin-
ued to farm in Tulare until he was ready to in-
vest in his own dairy. Following the birth of 
their only daughter, Melinda Goncalves 
Valadao, on June 16, 1985, Mr. Valadao pur-
chased the family’s first dairy facility located in 
Hanford, California. Eduardo and Maria contin-
ued to farm and raise their children on this 
dairy for twelve years. In 1997, they decided 
to expand their operation and purchased the 
land of the current dairy. It wasn’t until Feb-
ruary of 2000 when the current dairy was in 
full production. 

Today, Eduardo and Maria Valadao remain 
actively involved in their dairy. Eduardo, con-
tinuing the tradition of hard work, can be found 
at the dairy on a daily basis. This humble 
dairy couple has successfully raised their sons 
with the same work ethic, knowledge, and 
passion for the industry as they each manage 
their own dairies. The first dairy is still in the 
family, owned and operated by Eddie Valadao. 
Due to their lifetime commitment to dairying, 
and priority to instill those values in their fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs. Valadao have become sta-
ples in the dairy community. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing my parents for their 
strong presence in the dairy industry, and con-
gratulating them on being Kings County Dairy 
Couple of the Year. 
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CONGRATULATING THE MARY-

LAND TERRAPINS ON THEIR 
WOMEN’S AND MEN’S NATIONAL 
LACROSSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise to congratulate the University 
of Maryland on its double victory last month in 
the NCAA Division I lacrosse national cham-
pionships. Both the women’s Terrapin and 
men’s Terrapin teams brought the highest 
prize home to College Park in Maryland’s Fifth 
District, representing the first time that both 
Maryland lacrosse teams won championships 
in the same year. 

Lacrosse has deep roots in Maryland, an 
older version having been played across east-
ern and central North America for centuries by 
Native American nations. That game inspired 
European settlers and their descendants in the 
United States and Canada to implement the 
modem game of lacrosse, which has become 
one of our country’s most popular sports. 
Played in youth leagues, high schools, and 
colleges across America, lacrosse teaches 
teamwork, sportsmanship, athleticism, strat-
egy, and leadership. 

The University of Maryland’s lacrosse pro-
gram has been competitive nationally even 
long before the NCAA’s national champion-
ships first began for men in 1971 and for 
women in 1982. Since the 1930’s, the Ter-
rapin men’s team won the Wingate Memorial 
Trophy several times as the victors of the U.S. 
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association national 
championship. For the modem tournament, 
the Terrapin men won championships in 1973 
and 1975 before beginning a forty-two year 
drought that ended last month with their 9–6 
victory over Ohio State in the 2017 champion-
ship game, led by Head Coach John Tillman. 
Coach Tillman took over the Maryland la-
crosse program seven years ago and has 
brought the team to six NCAA Final Four tour-
naments and five national championships. 
This year’s men’s roster included eight All- 
Americans, who helped make 2017 a year to 
remember. 

For the Terrapin women, winning champion-
ships became a tradition, with thirteen national 
titles since 1982, including a streak of seven 
consecutive victories from 1995 to 2001. This 
year, they beat Boston College 16–13 in a 
closely contested game held in Massachusetts 
to secure their fourteenth national champion-
ship. Head Coach Cathy Reese, herself an 
alumna of the University of Maryland, has 
been leading the Terrapin women since 2007. 
As a former Terrapin lacrosse star, Coach 
Reese was a two-time All-American and was 
named the NCAA tournament’s ‘Most Valuable 
Player’ in 1998. This year, her Terrapins fin-
ished the season with an undefeated, 23–0 
record, capped by this latest national title. This 
is their third championship victory in the last 
four years. Five of the team’s athletes were 
named All-Americans for 2017. 

Both teams were led by standout stars, and 
for the first time in NCAA lacrosse history both 
recipients of the prestigious Tewaaraton 
Award, which honors the top men’s and wom-
en’s players each year, were won by Maryland 
athletes. For the women’s team, midfielder 

and captain Zoe Stukenberg brought home the 
award, while for the men attackman Matt 
Rambo received the honor. Both of them have 
also been nominated for Espy awards, with 
the winners to be announced on July 12. 

I’m proud that the University of Maryland is 
a national powerhouse for both athletics and 
academics, leading the country both on the 
playing field and in classrooms and labora-
tories. I join in congratulating our victorious 
Terrapins and wishing them much success as 
they prepare for next season and to defend 
their historic double-victory. 
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RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, June marks Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, 
a time when we especially recognize the pa-
tients and caregivers who are fighting Alz-
heimer’s—a terrible disease that impacts 11 
percent of South Carolina’s seniors. 

As a member of the Congressional Task 
Force on Alzheimer’s, I am dedicated to work-
ing with my colleagues in Congress to support 
patients and caregivers and to encourage the 
advancement of treatment. 

I was grateful to support the Palliative Care 
and Hospice Education and Training Act, leg-
islation that supports families facing Alz-
heimer’s. I was also grateful that the House 
passed the 21st Century Cures Act—legisla-
tion that encourages and supports innovations 
in research and medical treatments. 

I appreciate the service of advocates from 
the Alzheimer’s Association-South Carolina 
Chapter, especially those who serve the Mid-
lands and Aiken-Barnwell communities: Pro-
gram Director Sheila Lewis, Program Director 
Elizabeth Brantley, Director of Development 
Alexis Watts, and Director of Communications 
and Advocacy Taylor Wilson. 

In conclusion, God Bless our Troops, and 
may we never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 
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IN HONOR OF DR. ROBERT B. 
TOULOUSE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life and public service of Robert 
B. Toulouse. Dr. Toulouse, provost emeritus 
and dean of the Toulouse Graduate School at 
the University of North Texas in Denton, 
Texas, devoted his life to the education of oth-
ers. 

Robert Toulouse served his country for 25 
years. Beginning in World War II, Dr. Toulouse 
served five years of active duty in the United 
States Air Force and twenty years in the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve. In 1978, he retired at the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Dr. Toulouse earned three degrees in edu-
cation from the University of Missouri, which 
led him to a robust career in academia. In 

1948, Dr. Toulouse began his distinguished 
career in education as assistant professor in 
the University of North Texas’ College of Edu-
cation. He made a significant impact on cam-
pus through his service as dean of the grad-
uate school from 1954 to 1982. During this 
time, the graduate school grew to host more 
than 100 graduate programs, increasing from 
just a few hundred graduate students to more 
than 5,000. 

After 28 years at the helm of the graduate 
school, Dr. Toulouse joined the university’s 
leadership team as provost and vice president 
for academic affairs in 1982. After he retired 
as provost emeritus, the University of North 
Texas named the Robert B. Toulouse School 
of Graduate Studies in 1990 in honor of his 
tremendous professional and personal con-
tributions to the institution. 

Dr. Toulouse passed away this year at the 
age of 98, leaving a rich legacy of service to 
our community. I would like to offer my sincere 
sympathy to the Toulouse family on their loss. 
I am grateful for the service Dr. Robert B. 
Toulouse rendered to this nation and to the 
university of which I am a proud alumnus. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. RICHARD BICE 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Richard Bice of Cedar Rapids, for 
his services as a local ambassador for the 
Cedar Rapids Alzheimer’s Association. Earlier 
this year, Mr. Bice was awarded the Alz-
heimer’s Association Advocate of the Year for 
the Greater Iowa Chapter. 

Mr. Bice has dedicated himself to service 
throughout his life: serving in the United 
States Army, running a successful insurance 
business in Cedar Rapids, serving as a state 
president for Multiple Sclerosis and Muscular 
Dystrophy associations in Iowa, and forming 
the Cedar Rapids Metro Optimists Club. Mr. 
Bice was also a dedicated husband to his late 
wife, Carolyn Bice, who was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s in 2002. Mr. Bice cared for her at 
home for over 11 years until her death in 
2013. 

Although he misses his wife dearly, Mr. Bice 
has maintained a positive outlook on life and 
has continued to better the community around 
him. Mr. Bice is a tremendous advocate for 
the Alzheimer’s Association, where he dis-
cusses the journey that he and his wife went 
through after her Alzheimer’s diagnosis. 
Thanks to the hard work of Richard and count-
less others we have hope that new opportuni-
ties for a cure will be available for future gen-
erations. It is clear that Richard lives by the 
words of his father, ‘‘whatever you’ve been 
given, if you give back, it’ll double.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise today to 
recognize Mr. Bice during Alzheimer’s and 
Brain Awareness Month, and thank him for his 
outstanding contributions to the Eastern Iowa 
community, to the State of Iowa, and to our 
country. 
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