E924

RECOGNIZING THE LIBERTY
STORE FOR OVER 100 YEARS OF
BUSINESS

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor The Liberty Store in Auburn, New York,
as this family-owned business celebrates over
100 years serving our community.

For over a century, The Liberty Store has
provided a large variety of menswear items to
Cayuga County. When the Goldman family
first opened the doors of its small business in
1915, it advertised shoes, pants, and socks.
Over the years, the Goldman family has grown
The Liberty Store into a one-stop shop for in-
dividuals and businesses alike, including the
Auburn Correctional Facility. This small busi-
ness has evolved over the past century to
meet the needs of its clients and our commu-
nity—now serving jails, police, and fire depart-
ments in 30 states. The Liberty Store has be-
come an integral part of Auburn’s landscape
and still provides menswear for Central New
Yorkers of all ages.

| am proud to recognize The Liberty Store
and to congratulate the Goldman family on
102 years in business. This fourth-generation
company has become a staple for the Auburn
community and | wish The Liberty Store con-
tinued success in the years to come.

IN MEMORY OF PAUL BERLIN
HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
recognize the life of a local icon: longtime
Texas and Houston radio legend, Paul Berlin.

Spanning nearly seven decades, Paul’s ca-
reer in radio began after he won a local “So
You Want to be an Announcer” contest at the
young age of 17. Although a native of Mem-
phis, Tennessee, Paul moved to Houston
when he was 19, where he officially began his
radio career as a local disc jockey at KNUZ
Radio.

Paul's warm personality, jovial manner, and
unique radio persona attracted fans from all
genres of music, but his love of music went far
beyond his radio appearances. As the owner
of a string of nightclubs, Paul promoted con-
certs and dances hosted by legends such as
Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Nat King
Cole, across the Houston area.

His passion for music eventually carried him
overseas, where Paul toured U.S. military
bases across Europe and brought the sounds
of home to thousands of our young service
members.

Over the years, Paul worked with music leg-
ends such as Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Ray
Charles, Mary Tyler Moore, and Sonny &
Cher. However, he never stopped playing the
music of local Houston singers, and he is
credited with starting many songwriters’ ca-
reers.

Before he retired in 2004, Paul went on to
DJ at three other Houston stations. Six years
after retiring, his love for music pulled him
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back into the radio business, and he returned
to host a Saturday evening special at KSEV.

In 1998, Paul was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame, and in 2002, he was
inducted into the Texas Radio Hall of Fame.
Paul’s storied career earned him many hon-
ors, such as the American Women in Radio &
TV Media’s Radio Personality of the Year and
Marconi Award Nominee for Major Market Per-
sonality of the Year.

Paul was preceded in death by his precious
wife of over sixty years, Nezzie. He is survived
by five sons, Brad and his wife Patti, Glenn
and his wife Sue, Bruce and his wife Dana,
Craig and his wife Jamie, and Donald; nine
grandchildren, Evan, Elise, Ross and his wife
Melissa, Valerie, Denise and her husband
Josh, Austin and his wife Cam, Paul, Carson,
and Courtney; three great grandchildren,
Samantha, Paige, and Tate; and many nieces
and nephews.

Paul's formula for happiness, “someone to
love, something to do, and something to look
forward to,” rings true today, and his love of
music and dedication to his community made
Houston a far happier place. On June 23,
2017, Paul passed away at the age of 86, and
he will be sorely missed.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF KELBY
THORNTON’S BACK TO BACK
WINS AT THE NATIONAL
SKILLSUSA  MASONRY CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Kelby Thornton on his back to back
championships at the 2016 and 2017 Annual
National SkillsUSA Masonry Contest in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

A senior at Central Cabarrus High School,
Kelby and Coach Todd Hartsell, the masonry
teacher at Central Cabarrus, returned to Lou-
isvile this year to defend Kelby's title.
SkillsUSA is a national organization rep-
resented by students, teachers and industry
professionals who want to provide educational
opportunities. The masonry competition pits
high school students from all over the country
against each other as they test their practiced
trade. North Carolina currently holds more Na-
tional Masonry Championships than all other
states combined, thanks to strong competitors
like Kelby representing our great state.

This years event brought a host of talent
and | am extremely proud of Kelby for his hard
work. | am also thankful for the teachers,
coaches and volunteers who made the event
possible. | look forward to many more years of
successful competition and wish Kelby the
best of luck as he continues pursuing his
dreams.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing Kelby Thornton for his second consecu-
tive National Masonry Championship.
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CELEBRATING INDIA’S
FRIENDSHIP

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over more
than 70 years we have developed a strong
strategic partnership with India. We have a lot
in common when it comes to national security
and counterterrorism.

But our partnership doesn’t end there. Our
trade relations have grown increasingly strong-
er over the years. In 2016, our trade with India
totaled nearly $115 billion, making India our
largest goods trading partner.

Over the past year, we've also been export-
ing more and more LNG to India. 65 percent
of Indians are under 35 and the U.S. has
more natural gas than we can use. Trade in
energy with India just makes sense. It helps
both of us and deepens our bilateral ties.

Earlier this month, Secretary Perry approved
an LNG export application that will send 1.8
billion cubic feet per day to India: Mr. Speaker,
the world’s largest democracy and the oldest
democracy are natural partners.

Our shared values and interests ensure that
our strategic partnership of over 70 years will
endure.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING MARILYN HOPKINS
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Marilyn Hopkins upon
her retirement as Provost and Chief Operating
Officer (COQO) of Touro University, California.
She is retiring after more than 35 years of ad-
ministrative and teaching experience in higher
education. Dr. Hopkins has been an active
member of the academic and medical commu-
nities during her successful career.

Dr. Hopkins earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing at California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento in 1970. She went on to earn
her Master’'s and Doctoral degrees in Nursing
at the University of California, San Francisco.

Prior to her appointment as Provost and
Chief Operating Officer in 2009, Dr. Hopkins
worked as a registered nurse for nearly 20
years at three different hospitals in California.
She was employed as a full professor with
tenure at California State University, Sac-
ramento from 1974 to 1997, teaching graduate
and undergraduate courses on diverse med-
ical subjects. Dr. Hopkins then served as the
Dean for the College of Health and Human
Services at California State University, Sac-
ramento.

Touro University, California offers accredited
graduate programs in several medical fields,
and is located in Vallejo, California. As Pro-
vost and COO, Dr. Hopkins provided leader-
ship in institutional assessment and com-
prehensive strategic planning. She created a
campus infrastructure to support research,
grant-writing and publication opportunities for
faculty and students and worked closely with
the academic deans to recruit and retain a tal-
ented and diverse faculty. Since moving to So-
lano County, Dr. Hopkins has been actively
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engaged in local and regional community ini-
tiatives. She serves on the Board for the
Vallejo Education Business Alliance and was
recognized by the Solano County Library
Foundation during Women’s History Month for
her contributions to women and the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Marilyn Hopkins has led a
long career in both nursing and academia.
She is an active member of our community.
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor
her here today and extend our best wishes for
an enjoyable retirement.

THE LEGACY OF RON HOWARD

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, Ron Howard, of
Canton, North Carolina, has passed away.
After 31 years of military service, this city,
Washington, D.C., was his last battlefield. The
jungles of Vietnam were his first. | regret
deeply that his final hours were spent pre-
paring for battle against the bureaucracy of
the country to which he had given so much.

Any man who has seen combat and death
knows how precious life is. A normal man who
serves his country for 31 years takes the rest
and ease that he has more than earned. Ron
was an extraordinary man, and he used the
remainder of his time to build his company, his
community, and his country. He gave his time,
and he knew its price, but it was a price he
paid gladly. We are all the better for it.

His legacy lies in his beautiful family, his
company, and in the magnificent airplane that
he brought into existence. When a Hellfire
missile leaves one of the rails on the Arch-
angel and its rocket motor comes to life, ham-
mering down pain and misery on ISIS terror-
ists, that too is Ron’s legacy. His was a truly
great American life, and an inspiration to those
who knew him. He will not be forgotten, not by
me, not by anyone who knew him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
MILLS CARTER, SR.

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr., a
beloved member of the Fort Worth community
who passed away on June 23, 2017.

Mr. Carter was born in 1936 in Shreveport,
Louisiana. A graduate of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School and Spaudlings Business
College, Mr. Carter distinguished himself in
the food service industry throughout his cele-
brated career. As a child, he would help his
father service the commissary at the plantation
where he worked. This established his passion
for food service. After college, Mr. Carter
opened a small nightclub and cafe in Lou-
isiana before moving to Texas in 1961 in
search of better opportunities for him and his
family.

After moving to Texas, Mr. Carter managed
several restaurants in the Dallas-Fort Worth
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area before opening his own restaurant in Fort
Worth in 1992. His restaurant, “John Carter’s
Place Restaurant” served award winning
home style soul food and was known for its
quality service. Mr. Carter was especially
proud of the restaurant's People’s Choice
Award and its being named “Best of Tarrant
[County]” for several years. Before passing it
down to his family as his health declined, Mr.
Carter also established and grew catering op-
erations for the restaurant.

Along with his successes in the restaurant
business, Mr. Carter was also very involved in
his community. Throughout his life, he was
committed to supporting local charities,
schools, and religious organizations as well as
helping new restauranteurs get started. Mr.
Carter was recognized as a KKDA Coca-Cola
African-American Hero, Quest for Success
Honoree, Dr. Marion J. Brooks “Living Leg-
end”, East Fort Worth Business Association
Award Winner, Phi Beta Sigma Business
Award recipient, and Tarrant County Youth
Advocacy Award recipient, along with many
other accolades and recognitions.

As a faithful member of the Greater Mt.
Tabor Christian Center for more than 45
years, Mr. Carter served as a Deacon, a
member of the Executive Leadership Council,
a Sunday school teacher, a choir member,
and a Food Service Ministry volunteer.

Mr. Carter was married to his wife, Louella,
for 55 years until her passing on Christmas
Day of last year. He is survived by his three
children, Robert, Denise, and John Jr., along
with several grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

| honor Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr.’s positive
impact on the Fort Worth community.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF PHIL WALTON

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Phil Walton, who is retiring from
public service after a remarkable 42 year ca-
reer with the Social Security Administration.
Mr. Walton exemplifies the sterling qualities of
a public servant who upholds the highest
standards of federal service: one of a loyal
and enlightened corps of highly trained, honor-
able civil servants. The administrative capabili-
ties of individuals like Mr. Walton hold this Re-
public together.

Phil Walton began his career with the Social
Security Administration in Rock Island, lllinois,
where he started as a claims representative.
He soon began rising through the ranks as a
field representative, operations supervisor, op-
erations officer, area administrative assistant,
executive assistant and district manager. He
was first named District Manager in Chil-
licothe, Ohio, moving to Toledo, Ohio in 1993
where he has ably guided the Toledo agency
since.

In addition to his leadership of the Toledo
Social Security Office, Phil has been an active
community leader since his arrival to the To-
ledo area. He served as a Cubmaster, Den
Leader and Area Commissioner for the Boy
Scouts of America. He has been a member of
the Friends of Wood County CASA, currently
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serving as Board Chair. He has also served
on the Advisory Board of the Toledo Legal Aid
Society.

As a member of the National Council of So-
cial Security Management Associations, Phil
was awarded the Public Service Award in
2009 “in recognition of his years of volunteer
work.” Erin Thompson, public affairs specialist
for the Toledo Social Security Office, stated,
“We would like to take the time to thank Phil
Walton for his 42 years of service with Social
Security, where he started as a Claims Rep-
resentative in 1975 in Rock Island, lllinois and
completes his career as a District Manager of
Toledo downtown, where he has been since
1993. In addition to leading the Toledo office,
he has been on numerous boards, most nota-
ble as the Chairperson for the Area Office on
Aging 2009 to the present. In addition to his
service for seniors, he has also served as
Board President for the Friends of Wood
County CASA from 2007 to present.”

Phil has given of his time and talents to the
Area Office on Aging of Northwest Ohio Board
of Directors, serving in various capacities
since 1993 and as Board President since
2009. Billie Johnson, President and CEO of
the agency, notes “Phil Walton has been a
dedicated Board member of the Area Office
on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. for more
than twenty years. His leadership, compassion
and wisdom helped the agency grow and de-
velop many vital services for older adults,
caregivers and disabled persons living in
northwest Ohio. Phil helped the agency navi-
gate through several monumental funding
challenges. He has given his time, personal
resources and energy to so many people and
various communities in northwest Ohio. We
are extremely grateful for his commitment,
dedication and leadership. Phil is the current
Board Chairman for the Area Office on Aging.”

American labor leader Walter Reuther said,
“There is no greater calling than to serve your
fellow men. There is no greater contribution
than to help the weak. There is no greater sat-
isfaction than to have done it well.” Phil Wal-
ton’s life and career have been given over to
serving his fellow citizens, to helping the
weakest among us—those who are elderly,
those who are disabled, children. He has done
it very well. His legacy is in the lives which
were made better for his efforts, in those with
whom he worked to ensure a top-notch federal
government agency and services, in the orga-
nizations which have benefitted from his in-
vestment and leadership, and a community
richer for his contributions. On this day as Phil
turns the page from career to retirement, we
offer a most heartfelt “thank you” for his ex-
traordinary commitment to our nation and its
people. As he ends his public life and looks
toward retirement, he has fulfilled Mohammad
Ali’s call that “Service to others is the payment
you make for your space here on earth.”

THE BENTON WAVE

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 2017
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize the recent selfless actions of two extraor-

dinary individuals in my district: Mr. Robin
Creel and Mr. Danny Revis.
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