June 29, 2017

engaged in local and regional community ini-
tiatives. She serves on the Board for the
Vallejo Education Business Alliance and was
recognized by the Solano County Library
Foundation during Women’s History Month for
her contributions to women and the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Marilyn Hopkins has led a
long career in both nursing and academia.
She is an active member of our community.
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor
her here today and extend our best wishes for
an enjoyable retirement.

THE LEGACY OF RON HOWARD

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, Ron Howard, of
Canton, North Carolina, has passed away.
After 31 years of military service, this city,
Washington, D.C., was his last battlefield. The
jungles of Vietnam were his first. | regret
deeply that his final hours were spent pre-
paring for battle against the bureaucracy of
the country to which he had given so much.

Any man who has seen combat and death
knows how precious life is. A normal man who
serves his country for 31 years takes the rest
and ease that he has more than earned. Ron
was an extraordinary man, and he used the
remainder of his time to build his company, his
community, and his country. He gave his time,
and he knew its price, but it was a price he
paid gladly. We are all the better for it.

His legacy lies in his beautiful family, his
company, and in the magnificent airplane that
he brought into existence. When a Hellfire
missile leaves one of the rails on the Arch-
angel and its rocket motor comes to life, ham-
mering down pain and misery on ISIS terror-
ists, that too is Ron’s legacy. His was a truly
great American life, and an inspiration to those
who knew him. He will not be forgotten, not by
me, not by anyone who knew him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
MILLS CARTER, SR.

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr., a
beloved member of the Fort Worth community
who passed away on June 23, 2017.

Mr. Carter was born in 1936 in Shreveport,
Louisiana. A graduate of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School and Spaudlings Business
College, Mr. Carter distinguished himself in
the food service industry throughout his cele-
brated career. As a child, he would help his
father service the commissary at the plantation
where he worked. This established his passion
for food service. After college, Mr. Carter
opened a small nightclub and cafe in Lou-
isiana before moving to Texas in 1961 in
search of better opportunities for him and his
family.

After moving to Texas, Mr. Carter managed
several restaurants in the Dallas-Fort Worth
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area before opening his own restaurant in Fort
Worth in 1992. His restaurant, “John Carter’s
Place Restaurant” served award winning
home style soul food and was known for its
quality service. Mr. Carter was especially
proud of the restaurant's People’s Choice
Award and its being named “Best of Tarrant
[County]” for several years. Before passing it
down to his family as his health declined, Mr.
Carter also established and grew catering op-
erations for the restaurant.

Along with his successes in the restaurant
business, Mr. Carter was also very involved in
his community. Throughout his life, he was
committed to supporting local charities,
schools, and religious organizations as well as
helping new restauranteurs get started. Mr.
Carter was recognized as a KKDA Coca-Cola
African-American Hero, Quest for Success
Honoree, Dr. Marion J. Brooks “Living Leg-
end”, East Fort Worth Business Association
Award Winner, Phi Beta Sigma Business
Award recipient, and Tarrant County Youth
Advocacy Award recipient, along with many
other accolades and recognitions.

As a faithful member of the Greater Mt.
Tabor Christian Center for more than 45
years, Mr. Carter served as a Deacon, a
member of the Executive Leadership Council,
a Sunday school teacher, a choir member,
and a Food Service Ministry volunteer.

Mr. Carter was married to his wife, Louella,
for 55 years until her passing on Christmas
Day of last year. He is survived by his three
children, Robert, Denise, and John Jr., along
with several grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

| honor Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr.’s positive
impact on the Fort Worth community.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF PHIL WALTON

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Phil Walton, who is retiring from
public service after a remarkable 42 year ca-
reer with the Social Security Administration.
Mr. Walton exemplifies the sterling qualities of
a public servant who upholds the highest
standards of federal service: one of a loyal
and enlightened corps of highly trained, honor-
able civil servants. The administrative capabili-
ties of individuals like Mr. Walton hold this Re-
public together.

Phil Walton began his career with the Social
Security Administration in Rock Island, lllinois,
where he started as a claims representative.
He soon began rising through the ranks as a
field representative, operations supervisor, op-
erations officer, area administrative assistant,
executive assistant and district manager. He
was first named District Manager in Chil-
licothe, Ohio, moving to Toledo, Ohio in 1993
where he has ably guided the Toledo agency
since.

In addition to his leadership of the Toledo
Social Security Office, Phil has been an active
community leader since his arrival to the To-
ledo area. He served as a Cubmaster, Den
Leader and Area Commissioner for the Boy
Scouts of America. He has been a member of
the Friends of Wood County CASA, currently
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serving as Board Chair. He has also served
on the Advisory Board of the Toledo Legal Aid
Society.

As a member of the National Council of So-
cial Security Management Associations, Phil
was awarded the Public Service Award in
2009 “in recognition of his years of volunteer
work.” Erin Thompson, public affairs specialist
for the Toledo Social Security Office, stated,
“We would like to take the time to thank Phil
Walton for his 42 years of service with Social
Security, where he started as a Claims Rep-
resentative in 1975 in Rock Island, lllinois and
completes his career as a District Manager of
Toledo downtown, where he has been since
1993. In addition to leading the Toledo office,
he has been on numerous boards, most nota-
ble as the Chairperson for the Area Office on
Aging 2009 to the present. In addition to his
service for seniors, he has also served as
Board President for the Friends of Wood
County CASA from 2007 to present.”

Phil has given of his time and talents to the
Area Office on Aging of Northwest Ohio Board
of Directors, serving in various capacities
since 1993 and as Board President since
2009. Billie Johnson, President and CEO of
the agency, notes “Phil Walton has been a
dedicated Board member of the Area Office
on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. for more
than twenty years. His leadership, compassion
and wisdom helped the agency grow and de-
velop many vital services for older adults,
caregivers and disabled persons living in
northwest Ohio. Phil helped the agency navi-
gate through several monumental funding
challenges. He has given his time, personal
resources and energy to so many people and
various communities in northwest Ohio. We
are extremely grateful for his commitment,
dedication and leadership. Phil is the current
Board Chairman for the Area Office on Aging.”

American labor leader Walter Reuther said,
“There is no greater calling than to serve your
fellow men. There is no greater contribution
than to help the weak. There is no greater sat-
isfaction than to have done it well.” Phil Wal-
ton’s life and career have been given over to
serving his fellow citizens, to helping the
weakest among us—those who are elderly,
those who are disabled, children. He has done
it very well. His legacy is in the lives which
were made better for his efforts, in those with
whom he worked to ensure a top-notch federal
government agency and services, in the orga-
nizations which have benefitted from his in-
vestment and leadership, and a community
richer for his contributions. On this day as Phil
turns the page from career to retirement, we
offer a most heartfelt “thank you” for his ex-
traordinary commitment to our nation and its
people. As he ends his public life and looks
toward retirement, he has fulfilled Mohammad
Ali’s call that “Service to others is the payment
you make for your space here on earth.”

THE BENTON WAVE

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 2017
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize the recent selfless actions of two extraor-

dinary individuals in my district: Mr. Robin
Creel and Mr. Danny Revis.
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Both men work tirelessly for the Benton
school district transportation program.

Last month, about 40 students from Shelby
County in Memphis piled onto a bus and
began their journey toward the popular Magic
Springs amusement park in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas.

Unfortunately, as they traveled down 1-30,
their bus broke down.

Through the Arkansas State Police, word
got to Mr. Revis that an entire busload of chil-
dren was stranded.

After discussion with officials of the Ten-
nessee school district from which the students
hailed, Mr. Creel volunteered to use a Benton
school bus to quickly transport the Memphis
students to Magic Springs, where, after a full
day of enjoyment, a Shelby County bus would
pick them up.

Along with its well-known Benton Wave, a
gesture of genuine friendliness noticeable
throughout the city, Mr. Revis and Mr. Creel’s
commendable actions contribute to Benton’s
long-standing aura of friendship and compas-
sion.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PONY BIRD

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, chil-
dren and adults who are mentally and phys-
ically disabled have a great friend in an orga-
nization called Pony Bird, Incorporated located
in Jefferson County, Missouri.

Named after a children’s book about a
young boy and his magical flying pony, Pony
Bird is celebrating its 40th anniversary. It
began in 1977 in one home devoted to caring
for 10 severely disabled children. Today, Pony
Bird provides 24-hour care in six residential
homes for up to 60 individuals unable to walk
or meet their daily living needs.

The facilities in Mapaville and De Soto allow
residents to receive a maximum level of per-
sonalized care. They lead happy lives through
socialization, participation, work and the op-
portunity to volunteer as members of their
community.

Pony Bird has been recognized many times
by the State of Missouri Department of Mental
Health for its outstanding level of care. It is my
great privilege to celebrate their 40 years of
caring for our most vulnerable citizens today
before the United States House of Represent-
atives.

———

HONORING LET MON LEE ON HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge Mr. Let Mon Lee, upon his retire-
ment from his position as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works and over
three decades of public service.

Mr. Lee assumed his most recent position in
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2009. In
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his role as Deputy Assistant Secretary, Mr.
Lee has been responsible for the executive di-
rection of Army Civil Works projects involving
flood risk management, storm damage preven-
tion, navigation, and environmental restoration.
Prior to this, Mr. Lee served at the Army
Corps Headquarters for almost 20 years. His
work with Army Corps were separated by a
five-year stretch on the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee.

| have had the pleasure of working with Mr.
Lee on our shared efforts to improve the level
of flood protection for Sacramento, in my dis-
trict. Sacramento is defined by its two great
rivers, the American and the Sacramento,
which makes it the most at-risk major Amer-
ican city for flooding. Mr. Lee has been a
great champion for Sacramento’s flood control
projects, and together we have been able to
better protect the lives and livelihoods of my
constituents.

Mr. Lee has been wonderful to work with on
both a professional and personal level. | wish
him many years of happiness in retirement
with his wife and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in thanking Mr. Lee for his service.

12 CARRIER ACT
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to announce that my bill, the 12 Carrier Act,
was included in last night's NDAA markup.
This legislation will play a critical role in re-
building our nation’s military.

With ongoing perils around the world, in-
cluding increasing violence by ISIS and per-
sistent threats by North Korea, it is vital to our
nation’s security that our Navy is fully
equipped with the resources and capabilities
to respond to these threats. By including my
bill in the Committee’s mark, we will be in-
creasing the statutory limit for carriers from
eleven to twelve. In doing so, this measure will
empower the Navy with the tools they des-
perately need to meet Combatant Commander
requirements, deter conflict, prolong the lives
of our fleet, and send a message to potential
adversaries that we will not allow our decisive
advantage in worldwide maritime force projec-
tion to erode.

Since the end of the Cold War, aircraft car-
rier requirements have increased while the air-
craft carrier force structure has declined. The
Navy has stated that the current forces cannot
support global requirements. For years, this
strain has caused our fleet to operate at max-
imum capacity, limiting aircraft carrier at-sea
training, increasing deployment lengths and
decreased time available for maintenance. To
express the shortcomings of our carrier fleet,
Navy Rear Admiral Thomas Moore has stated
“We’re an 11-carrier Navy in a 15-carrier
world”. President Trump also recently stressed
the necessity of adding a twelfth carrier to our
fleet.

Maintaining the required operational tempo
with 12 carriers relieves significant stress both
in terms of manpower, as well as keeping the
proper maintenance cycles of the carriers
themselves. When the carrier fleet is at full
strength of 12, regional combatant com-
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manders will be able to rely on the imposing
presence of U.S. forces and will be able to re-
spond to threats in a more expedited manner.

| am encouraged that my fellow members of
the Armed Services Committee agree with my
concerns about the shrinking size and capa-
bilities of the United States Navy, and acted in
a bipartisan fashion to include my “12 Carrier
Act” into the markup. | thank Chairman
THORNBERRY and Subcommittee Chairman
WITTMAN for their support on this measure,
and | look forward to seeing this measure
passed by the House as part of the FY18 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAWN
WRIGHT

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dawn Wright on the occasion of
her retirement from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) after 36 years of honorable
service.

Born to Robert and Nancy Warren, Dawn is
the oldest of four children. Robert, a Marine
officer for much of his life, served in multiple
locations across the U.S. This gave Dawn and
her siblings the opportunity to grow up in Cali-
fornia, Virginia, North Carolina, and Hawaii.

Growing up in a military family, Dawn joined
the United States Navy in July 1974 with the
goal of becoming an air traffic controller. She
quickly became a ground-controlled approach
(GCA) controller at Naval Air Station Kingsville
before transferring to Rota, Spain where she
gained experience working in a control tower
alongside Spanish controllers.

After leaving the Navy in 1979, Dawn was
hired to work for the FAA in August 1981. Her
first assignment was Bridgeport Tower in
Stratford, Connecticut where she became a
full-fledged air traffic controller for the FAA.
There, she received a number of ‘on the spot’
awards and recognition for her outstanding
work.

In 1986, Dawn moved to Massachusetts
and worked at both Cape Terminal Radar Ap-
proach Control (TRACON) and Hyannis Air
Traffic Control (ATCT), quickly climbing the
ranks to a supervisory role by 1991. In 1994
Dawn decided to become an automations spe-
cialist where she learned computer program-
ming, software, networking and operating sys-
tems. It was during this time that she received
recognition for building a computer for Cape
TRACON out of scrapped, non-working com-
puters. She has since become a staff spe-
cialist and her responsibilities have included
air traffic controller testing on Nantucket,
teaching the Automated Radar Terminal Sys-
tems (ARTS) course to new air traffic control-
lers, ensuring quality assurance at the facility,
and evaluations for multiple facilities including
Boston ATCT and Providence ATCT.

Outside of work, Dawn is an accomplished
rower, having been part of a crew team from
2001 to 2012 as a Masters rower. In her spare
time she is an avid amateur ballroom dancer,
rides motorcycles and pursues recording her
family’s genealogy. While her childhood was
not spent in Massachusetts, she has since
learned that she has historic ties to the Com-
monwealth. She is a descendent of Thomas
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