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Mayhew, the first governor of Martha’s Vine-
yard, and John Swain, one of the original pro-
prietors of Nantucket Island. 

Dawn will be celebrating her retirement on 
June 30th and will be dearly missed by all at 
Cape TRACON. With her retirement she plans 
to spend more time with her family, including 
her boyfriend, her parents, and her son Brian 
and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Dawn 
Wright for her many years of steadfast service 
to public safety, the aviation industry, and our 
country. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
wishing her a happy retirement and many 
more years of health and happiness. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed one vote on June 28, 2017. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 332. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TACO PALENQUE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Taco 
Palenque. 

Taco Palenque opened on July 1st, 1987, 
with the purpose of serving delicious and au-
thentic Mexican cuisine. Over its thirty years of 
existence, it has served some of the best food 
in all of South Texas. Founded by Mr. Juan 
Francisco ‘‘Pancho’’’ Ochoa in Laredo, TX, 
Taco Palenque has seen much success. With 
over 1,500 employees and 21 locations across 
Texas, including in San Antonio, Laredo, 
McAllen, and Mission, Taco Palenque has 
shown to be a top-quality restaurant chain. 

Offering everything from traditional tacos to 
homemade menudo, Taco Palenque never 
fails to provide excellent cuisine to Texans. 
The hard work and effort that is shown 
through Taco Palenque’s cuisine speaks to 
the dedication of Mr. Ochoa, who always 
made sure to never serve any food that he 
does not personally like. This mindset has 
brought him many honors including The 
Chamber of Commerce’s Laredo Businessman 
of the Year award. He has also been honored 
by the Texas legislature for his work and con-
tributions to the restaurant industry. 

His restaurants have also been recognized 
for their outstanding customer service which 
came through Mr. Ochoa’s dedication to cus-
tomer satisfaction. For Mr. Ochoa, no task is 
too small to preserve the famous taste of his 
restaurants. Regardless of the cost, customer 
satisfaction takes priority. This is one of the 
many reasons for Taco Palenque’s ongoing 
success. 

Taco Palenque is not just a thriving busi-
ness but a family owned operation. From the 
outset, this organization would not have been 
possible without the help and expertise of 

Pancho’s family members. Mr. Ochoa’s wife, 
Flerida, was instrumental in helping to create 
some of Taco Palenque’s most famous rec-
ipes. She worked tirelessly with Mr. Ochoa to 
perfect everything that is served. As the busi-
ness expanded, his children took on several 
important roles in the business, including Gen-
eral Director of the company and manager of 
several different restaurants. 

I would also like to note that Taco Palenque 
has supporters here in our nation’s Capital. 
Over the last several years, my office has 
hosted ‘‘Laredo Day’’, a widely attended and 
bi-partisan reception that features the culture 
and cuisine of Laredo, TX. At this event we 
serve Taco Palenque which is often noted by 
our guests to be some of the best food that 
they have ever had. These guests include 
members of Congress, ambassadors, and 
cabinet officials. The food is so popular my of-
fice oftentimes has to limit the number of 
guests to the reception. 

Taco Palenque does not limit itself to merely 
serving good food. Throughout Taco 
Palenque’s existence, the restaurant has 
partnered with advocates and organizations 
that promote the well-being of the local com-
munity. As a sponsor of multiple youth sports 
teams and organizations, such as Mercy Min-
istries of Laredo, the Boys and Girls Club of 
Laredo, and the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life, community is clearly important 
to this establishment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the accomplishments of 
Taco Palenque, my dear friend Pancho 
Ochoa, and all his staff. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE EDWARD 
PHILMAN 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the legacy of Hearing Officer and 
Former Gilchrist County Court Judge Edward 
Philman, who passed away on May 17th. 

Judge Philman was a pillar of the commu-
nity and served the citizens of Gilchrist County 
as their County Court Judge for 24 years be-
fore his retirement in 2012. He then went on 
to work as a Senior Judge and as a Civil Traf-
fic Hearing Officer for the Eighth Judicial Cir-
cuit of Florida. 

His achievements were many during his life-
time. He served his country in the U.S. Army 
infantry and was a combat veteran in Vietnam. 
He was named the Gilchrist County Citizen of 
the Year in 1989. Judge Philman was an in-
volved member of the Trenton Rotary Club 
and served as district governor from 2012 to 
2013. 

Judge Philman also instituted the Fifth- 
Grade Mock Trials in Gilchrist County. Since it 
began, the Mock Trials have taught hundreds 
of local students how the judicial system actu-
ally works. 

Judge Philman earned his Juris Doctor from 
Mercer University in 1981 with honors and his 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Florida 
in 1978. He also attended Lake City Commu-
nity College and Lake City Forest Ranger 
School, after graduating Bell High School. 

He has been quoted saying, ‘‘Let my life 
and the work I have done speak for me.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Philman’s life and work 
have truly spoken to the character of the ex-
traordinary man we lost last month. Please 
join me in honoring a man who dedicated his 
life to the letter of the law, the late Judge Ed-
ward Philman. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE 
COST ESTIMATE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, in accordance 
with House Report 115–193, I include in the 
RECORD the following Congressional Budget 
Cost Estimate for H.R. 1684. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, June 27, 2017. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 1684, the Disaster Assist-
ance Support for Communities and Home-
owners Act of 2017. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Robert Reese. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY 

(For Keith Hall, Director). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 1684—DISASTER ASSISTANCE SUPPORT 
FOR COMMUNITIES AND HOMEOWNERS ACT OF 
2017 

As passed by the House of Representatives 
on June 26, 2017 

H.R. 1684 would require the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) to pro-
vide technical assistance to community, 
homeowner, and similar associations. FEMA 
would be required to help such associations 
take actions after a disaster that would 
make them eligible to receive reimburse-
ment from entities that receive FEMA 
grants. This legislation also would require 
FEMA to submit a report to the Congress on 
expanding the areas of condominiums and 
housing cooperatives that are eligible for 
federal disaster relief. 

Based on information provided by FEMA, 
about the cost to collect information nec-
essary to complete the report, CBO esti-
mates that implementing H.R. 1684 would 
cost $1 million in 2018; such spending would 
be subject to the availability of appropriated 
funds. 

Enacting H.R. 1684 would not affect direct 
spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you- 
go procedures do not apply. CBO estimates 
that enacting H.R. 1684 would not increase 
net direct spending or on-budget deficits in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year periods 
beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 1684 contains no intergovernmental or 
private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would 
impose no costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Meghan Shewsbury and Robert Reese. 
The estimate was approved by Theresa 
Gullo, Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:31 Jun 30, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29JN8.015 E29JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE928 June 29, 2017 
INTRODUCTION OF THE FOOD 

DESERTS ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in 
June of 2017, Marsh Supermarkets grocery 
stores announced the closure of many stores 
throughout the Midwest. Many of these stores 
were located in my district where already 
many families lack a car or reliable public 
transportation to get to the nearest alternative, 
often located over a mile away. Today, thou-
sands of my constituents are struggling to find 
the food they need, with many forced to rely 
on fast food restaurants and convenience 
stores. These options are neither healthy nor 
affordable. 

Sadly, this situation is not unique. Over 29 
million people, almost 10 percent of the U.S. 
population, live without ready access to afford-
able, nutritious food and over 2 million people 
have no transportation to get to their nearest 
store. Many have seen their local stores close 
their doors during the recent economic down-
turn. Others lost access years ago and are 
now facing the serious long-term impacts of 
obesity, diabetes, malnutrition and other diet 
related ailments. Unfortunately, residents in 
these low-income areas tend to spend less on 
groceries, leaving little financial incentive for 
traditional grocery chains to make costly in-
vestments for new locations. 

In the wealthiest country on Earth, nutritious 
food should be an expectation, not a luxury. 
That is why I am introducing the Food Deserts 
Act, which creates new avenues to fund stores 
in underserved communities. This bill will cre-
ate USDA funded, state operated revolving 
funds that will issue low interest loans for the 
operation of grocery stores in food deserts. 
The bill ensures that recipients of these loans, 
including for-profit, non-profit and municipal 
entities, will provide affordable, healthy food, 
including fresh produce and staples like milk, 
bread and meat. It will also ensure that USDA 
professionals are available to provide technical 
assistance to recipients who need it. 

Access to healthy food is something that 
most of us take for granted. But despite our 
own experiences, we need to remember that 
millions of our constituents are struggling 
every day to feed their families. With this mar-
ket driven approach, I hope to complement ex-
isting federal programs and efforts around the 
country by ensuring a stable lending stream 
for struggling grocery stores and sustainable 
access to food for communities in need. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CANADA’S SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF 
CONFEDERATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of United States’ closest al-
lies and neighbor, the nation of Canada, on its 
sesquicentennial anniversary of confederation. 

Minnesota shares a special bond with our 
neighbor to the north through many deep cul-

tural, economic, and enviromnental ties. As 
Minnesota’s largest trading partner, Canada 
helps generate $20 billion of economic activity, 
a clear indicator of its importance to our state. 
However, perhaps even more meaningful are 
connections we share to our precious cultural 
and natural heritage. The Great Lakes and the 
pristine natural beauty of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness not only form Min-
nesota’s northern border with Canada, but 
they also help define our collective identities, 
drawing visitors from both near and abroad 
who come to explore and marvel over the 
world’s largest reserve of fresh water, and ac-
cessible and beautiful wilderness. It is be-
cause of the natural wonders that we both 
share, that Minnesota and Canada also share 
a commitment to action in addressing climate 
change and protecting our natural resources 
for future generations. 

Minnesotans and Canadians are also deeply 
connected on a cultural leveL Long before Eu-
ropeans arrived, Indigenous Americans and 
First Nations created thriving communities and 
lived off of the abundance of the vast forests, 
plains, lakes and rivers. Europeans who later 
settled these lands chose names derived from 
indigenous languages. Minnesota came from 
two Dakota words; Mni meaning ‘‘water’’ and 
Sota meaning ‘‘sky-tinted,’’ while Canada is 
derived from the Iroquois-Huron word Kanata 
meaning ‘‘village’’ or ‘‘settlement.’’ Later on, 
threads of early French influence were inter-
woven into each of our historical tapestries. 
This can easily be seen in the names of 
streets in the Twin Cities of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis, and in our state motto ‘‘L’Etoile 
du Nord’’, ‘‘The Star of the North’’. Minnesota 
and Canada share so much culturally, that Ca-
nadians will often jokingly refer to Minnesota 
as the 11th province. 

Minnesotans and Canadians continue to 
share a strong affinity to the land and out-
doors pursuits, including, hiking, boating, hunt-
ing and fishing. Perhaps nothing defines our 
bond more clearly today than a love of hock-
ey. Minnesota is proudly known as ‘‘the State 
of Hockey’ and Canadians of all stripes simi-
larly display unparalleled energy and passion 
for the sport. 

As we join the nation of Canada in cele-
brating 150 years since its confederation, let 
us remember the unwavering friendship and 
security alliance between not only our two 
countries, but also between the people of 
Canada and Minnesota. Rarely is it that two 
peoples, separated by national borders, hold 
the other in such high esteem as the people 
of Minnesota and Canada do for one another. 
As Canada embarks on another 150 years, let 
us continue to foster a relationship that is truly 
unique amongst the nations of the world. On 
behalf of the residents of Minnesota’s Fourth 
Congressional District, it is my honor to wish 
Canada a happy 150th birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT P. EVERLY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contribution to our national se-
curity has been exceptional. After eight years 

of active duty service in the U.S. Navy and 
decades of work dedicated to the development 
and assessment of U.S. Navy weapons deliv-
ery platforms as a civilian, Robert ‘‘Bob’’ 
Everly is retiring on June 30, 2017. 

Between his active duty service and civilian 
work directly supporting the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center, Corona Division, Mr. Everly 
spent nearly fifty years supporting the U.S. 
Navy. That civilian employment includes thirty- 
three years managing projects and programs 
supporting weapons and combat systems per-
formance assessment, Fleet exercise assess-
ments, metrology systems engineering, RM&A 
assessment, range systems engineering, tele-
communications engineering, information sys-
tems engineering, software development, In-
formation Assurance/Accreditation, and classi-
fied network operations. 

Mr. Everly has also dedicated a tremendous 
amount of time as an essential member of 
various community-based organizations. That 
includes his service as an Executive Board 
Member and Co-Chair of the Science and 
Technology Education Program (STEP). As 
the Honorary Chairman of STEP, I have been 
incredibly fortunate to work closely with Mr. 
Everly to develop a successful program that 
sparks students interest in math, science and 
engineering. Mr. Everly also served as Chair-
man of the Board, President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the Measurement Science Conference, 
as a member of the Corona and Riverside 
Chambers of Commerce, and participated as 
a member of state and local Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Corona Retention Committees 
during the Base Realignment and Closer 
(BRAC) process. 

Mr. Everly has contributed immensely to the 
betterment of our region and military and I am 
proud to call him a fellow community member, 
American and my friend. To conclude, Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank Mr. Everly for his 
service to our country and the Inland Empire— 
his dedication, insight and passion will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JAMES MARTIN 
KIDWELL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Leesburg Virginia’s longest 
serving Police Chief, James Martin Kidwell, 
who passed away on June 19, 2017, at the 
age of seventy-seven. A lifelong resident of 
Leesburg, Chief Kidwell was renowned for his 
public service and longstanding community in-
volvement, as he dedicated his career to pro-
tecting the people of his hometown. Through-
out his life, he was a revered leader in the 
Leesburg community who brought honor and 
integrity to his profession and will be remem-
bered as one of the town’s finest and most de-
voted policemen. 

Chief Kidwell was born and reared in Lees-
burg and graduated from Loudoun County 
High School. After graduation, Chief Kidwell 
initially intended to follow in the footsteps of 
his uncle and work as a plumber. However, 
only after a few days in this occupation, when 
he came across a nest of snakes, Chief 
Kidwell realized that he wanted to pursue a 
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