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INTRODUCTION OF THE FOOD
DESERTS ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in
June of 2017, Marsh Supermarkets grocery
stores announced the closure of many stores
throughout the Midwest. Many of these stores
were located in my district where already
many families lack a car or reliable public
transportation to get to the nearest alternative,
often located over a mile away. Today, thou-
sands of my constituents are struggling to find
the food they need, with many forced to rely
on fast food restaurants and convenience
stores. These options are neither healthy nor
affordable.

Sadly, this situation is not unique. Over 29
million people, almost 10 percent of the U.S.
population, live without ready access to afford-
able, nutritious food and over 2 million people
have no transportation to get to their nearest
store. Many have seen their local stores close
their doors during the recent economic down-
turn. Others lost access years ago and are
now facing the serious long-term impacts of
obesity, diabetes, malnutrition and other diet
related ailments. Unfortunately, residents in
these low-income areas tend to spend less on
groceries, leaving little financial incentive for
traditional grocery chains to make costly in-
vestments for new locations.

In the wealthiest country on Earth, nutritious
food should be an expectation, not a luxury.
That is why | am introducing the Food Deserts
Act, which creates new avenues to fund stores
in underserved communities. This bill will cre-
ate USDA funded, state operated revolving
funds that will issue low interest loans for the
operation of grocery stores in food deserts.
The bill ensures that recipients of these loans,
including for-profit, non-profit and municipal
entities, will provide affordable, healthy food,
including fresh produce and staples like milk,
bread and meat. It will also ensure that USDA
professionals are available to provide technical
assistance to recipients who need it.

Access to healthy food is something that
most of us take for granted. But despite our
own experiences, we need to remember that
millions of our constituents are struggling
every day to feed their families. With this mar-
ket driven approach, | hope to complement ex-
isting federal programs and efforts around the
country by ensuring a stable lending stream
for struggling grocery stores and sustainable
access to food for communities in need.

——————

RECOGNIZING CANADA’S SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
CONFEDERATION

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of United States’ closest al-
lies and neighbor, the nation of Canada, on its
sesquicentennial anniversary of confederation.

Minnesota shares a special bond with our
neighbor to the north through many deep cul-
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tural, economic, and enviromnental ties. As
Minnesota’s largest trading partner, Canada
helps generate $20 billion of economic activity,
a clear indicator of its importance to our state.
However, perhaps even more meaningful are
connections we share to our precious cultural
and natural heritage. The Great Lakes and the
pristine natural beauty of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness not only form Min-
nesota’s northern border with Canada, but
they also help define our collective identities,
drawing visitors from both near and abroad
who come to explore and marvel over the
world’s largest reserve of fresh water, and ac-
cessible and beautiful wilderness. It is be-
cause of the natural wonders that we both
share, that Minnesota and Canada also share
a commitment to action in addressing climate
change and protecting our natural resources
for future generations.

Minnesotans and Canadians are also deeply
connected on a cultural leveL Long before Eu-
ropeans arrived, Indigenous Americans and
First Nations created thriving communities and
lived off of the abundance of the vast forests,
plains, lakes and rivers. Europeans who later
settled these lands chose names derived from
indigenous languages. Minnesota came from
two Dakota words; Mni meaning “water” and
Sota meaning “sky-tinted,” while Canada is
derived from the Iroquois-Huron word Kanata
meaning ‘“village” or “settlement.” Later on,
threads of early French influence were inter-
woven into each of our historical tapestries.
This can easily be seen in the names of
streets in the Twin Cities of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis, and in our state motto “L’Etoile
du Nord”, “The Star of the North”. Minnesota
and Canada share so much culturally, that Ca-
nadians will often jokingly refer to Minnesota
as the 11th province.

Minnesotans and Canadians continue to
share a strong affinity to the land and out-
doors pursuits, including, hiking, boating, hunt-
ing and fishing. Perhaps nothing defines our
bond more clearly today than a love of hock-
ey. Minnesota is proudly known as “the State
of Hockey’ and Canadians of all stripes simi-
larly display unparalleled energy and passion
for the sport.

As we join the nation of Canada in cele-
brating 150 years since its confederation, let
us remember the unwavering friendship and
security alliance between not only our two
countries, but also between the people of
Canada and Minnesota. Rarely is it that two
peoples, separated by national borders, hold
the other in such high esteem as the people
of Minnesota and Canada do for one another.
As Canada embarks on another 150 years, let
us continue to foster a relationship that is truly
unique amongst the nations of the world. On
behalf of the residents of Minnesota’s Fourth
Congressional District, it is my honor to wish
Canada a happy 150th birthday.

———————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT P. EVERLY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contribution to our national se-
curity has been exceptional. After eight years
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of active duty service in the U.S. Navy and
decades of work dedicated to the development
and assessment of U.S. Navy weapons deliv-
ery platforms as a civilian, Robert “Bob”
Everly is retiring on June 30, 2017.

Between his active duty service and civilian
work directly supporting the Naval Surface
Warfare Center, Corona Division, Mr. Everly
spent nearly fifty years supporting the U.S.
Navy. That civilian employment includes thirty-
three years managing projects and programs
supporting weapons and combat systems per-
formance assessment, Fleet exercise assess-
ments, metrology systems engineering, RM&A
assessment, range systems engineering, tele-
communications engineering, information sys-
tems engineering, software development, In-
formation Assurance/Accreditation, and classi-
fied network operations.

Mr. Everly has also dedicated a tremendous
amount of time as an essential member of
various community-based organizations. That
includes his service as an Executive Board
Member and Co-Chair of the Science and
Technology Education Program (STEP). As
the Honorary Chairman of STEP, | have been
incredibly fortunate to work closely with Mr.
Everly to develop a successful program that
sparks students interest in math, science and
engineering. Mr. Everly also served as Chair-
man of the Board, President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the Measurement Science Conference,
as a member of the Corona and Riverside
Chambers of Commerce, and participated as
a member of state and local Naval Surface
Warfare Center Corona Retention Committees
during the Base Realignment and Closer
(BRAC) process.

Mr. Everly has contributed immensely to the
betterment of our region and military and | am
proud to call him a fellow community member,
American and my friend. To conclude, Mr.
Speaker, | want to thank Mr. Everly for his
service to our country and the Inland Empire—
his dedication, insight and passion will be
greatly missed.

———

IN HONOR OF JAMES MARTIN
KIDWELL

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Leesburg Virginia’s longest
serving Police Chief, James Martin Kidwell,
who passed away on June 19, 2017, at the
age of seventy-seven. A lifelong resident of
Leesburg, Chief Kidwell was renowned for his
public service and longstanding community in-
volvement, as he dedicated his career to pro-
tecting the people of his hometown. Through-
out his life, he was a revered leader in the
Leesburg community who brought honor and
integrity to his profession and will be remem-
bered as one of the town’s finest and most de-
voted policemen.

Chief Kidwell was born and reared in Lees-
burg and graduated from Loudoun County
High School. After graduation, Chief Kidwell
initially intended to follow in the footsteps of
his uncle and work as a plumber. However,
only after a few days in this occupation, when
he came across a nest of snakes, Chief
Kidwell realized that he wanted to pursue a
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