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A-Tiyana Johnson, Leslie Malin, Tracey
McKeever, Victoria Paredes, Reynaldo
Ramos, Grant Shan, Daiana Valencia, Emma
Pichardo, Crisagnelly Canario, Tarek Ali,
Denise Merino, Bryan Jacinto, Mohammed
Islam, Evelis Rodriguez.

Deirra DuBois, Samantha Espinal, Quanique
Walker, Yariel Cruz Hernandez, Solina Perez,
Heaven Nesbitt, Wendy Calderon, Ariel
Roman, Trystan Keohane, Michel Reyes, Fer-
nando Espinal, Dawlin Paredez, Carlos Fran-
cisco, Merelin Penalo, Lisa Diaz, Lesly Deleon
Clemente, Albert Sanchez, Yisneiry Rodri-
guez.

———————

NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP
MONTH 2017

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
a member of the House Committee on Finan-
cial Services’ Subcommittee on Housing and
Insurance in recognition of June as National
Homeownership Month.

For many families across this country,
homeownership is the cornerstone of achiev-
ing their American Dream.

It has proven to be one of the most effective
ways for lower-and middle-income families to
build wealth.

Unfortunately, nearly a decade after the
2008 Financial Crisis, realizing the American
Dream is still out of reach for too many Ameri-
cans due to tightened mortgage credit stand-
ards throughout the industry.

Each year, National Homeownership Month
provides us the opportunity to recognize and
identify the significant benefits of homeowner-
ship and the resources needed to help more
Americans become homeowners.

In that spirit, it is equally important that we
continue to support efforts to improve financial
literacy in the home buying process through
the many housing counseling programs across
the country.

That is why | introduced the Housing Finan-
cial Literacy Act, H.R. 851, which will help
make homeownership a reality for more fami-
lies by giving first-time homebuyers who com-
plete a Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment-certified housing counseling course
a discount on their Federal Housing Adminis-
tration mortgage insurance premium of 25
basis points.

Let's make the American Dream of home-
ownership accessible for more Americans this
National Homeownership Month and every
month throughout the year.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TRAFFORD REALTY CO.

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to
the attention of my colleagues a true success
story in the world of American small business.
Trafford Realty Co., based in Brevard County,
Florida, is celebrating its 100th Anniversary, a
true milestone for any small business.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In 1917, A. R. “Roy” Trafford and Russell
Field opened Trafford and Field Realtors in
Historic Cocoa Village to serve the residents
of the City of Cocoa and the Brevard County
community. Years later, Roy’s son Al became
Trafford’s president and continued to lead the
organization until 2009 at which time, at the
age of 94, he promoted vice president and
general manager Terry Lolmaugh to the posi-
tion of president. Al continued to be active in
the company until his passing in 2014 at the
age of 99.

To recognize his many contributions to our
community, the City of Cocoa renamed its am-
phitheater at Cocoa Riverfront Park to the Al
Trafford Amphitheater in 2009.

Trafford Realty Co.’s leadership has wit-
nessed the growth of Brevard County, from an
area originally known for commercial fishing,
citrus, and tourism to the center for space ex-
ploration. The company has survived and
prospered through every national and local
event of the 20th and 21st centuries, success-
fully enduring the effects of World Wars, eco-
nomic depressions and recessions, local nat-
ural disasters, and man-made catastrophes.

Trafford Realty Co. has managed the sales
and purchases of thousands of homes and
commercial properties in Brevard County, and
was instrumental in the development of some
of Brevard County’s most well-known subdivi-
sions dating from 1924 through the 1970s, in-
cluding: Carleton Terrace, Riverview Acres
and Hardee Circle, Cocoa lIsles, South Merritt
Estates, and The Ranches.

Trafford Realty Co. has over 20 professional
associates. Together, they have more than
345 years in cumulative real estate selling and
buying experience. The Trafford Realty Co.
prides itself on its experience, integrity and
longevity. It will continue to serve the residents
and businesses of Brevard County, with a rep-
utation as one of our most trusted and re-
spected businesses.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
Trafford Realty and its employees for their
continuing contributions to our community and
for achieving 100 successful years in busi-
ness.

———

CONGRATULATING JEREMY BOW-
DEN ON WINNING THE CONGRES-
SIONAL ART CONTEST FOR THE
24TH DISTRICT OF TEXAS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jeremy Bowden for his winning
piece in the Congressional Art Competition for
the 24th District of Texas. Jeremy’s artwork, ti-
tled “Lazy Day in Downtown Carroliton,” is an
oil painting of the center of Carrollton, Texas,
where Jeremy lives with his fraternal twin
brother Jason, his sister Kyra, and his parents
Rhonda and Blake. The Congressional Art
Competition is a great chance for students
such as Jeremy to showcase their artistic tal-
ents and attain national recognition for their
work.

As a child, Jeremy’s strong interest in art,
particularly drawing, was clear to Rhonda and
Blake. His parents note that, from a young
age, Jeremy had always been able to enter-
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tain himself with only a pencil and paper. This
interest became even more prominent during
parent-teacher conferences, where Rhonda
and Blake learned that Jeremy had a habit of
drawing and doodling on everything he could
get his hands on, including homework and es-
says.

It wasn’t until high school, however, that
Jeremy decided to take his interest in art seri-
ously. Once he dedicated himself, he spent
numerous hours in art lessons and working on
art projects, submitting a few of these pieces
in competitions. Some of these projects in-
cluded work in animation, figure drawings, oil-
paintings, as well as sculptures. During his
junior year in high school, his hard work and
dedication to becoming a more skilled artist
gained him some prestigious recognitions, in-
cluding winning the 24th Congressional District
of Texas Art Competition.

After Jeremy completes his senior year at
Hebron High School, he hopes to attend an
art college in the fall of 2018 to continue pur-
suing his goal of becoming a professional art-
ist. Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
Jeremy on winning the Congressional Art Con-
test for the 24th District of Texas: | ask all of
my distinguished colleagues to join me in
wishing Jeremy the best of luck in his future
endeavors.

——
RECOGNIZING THE BIRTHDAY OF
LUCI BAINES JOHNSON, THE

YOUNGER DAUGHTER OF TU.S.
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
AND HIS WIFE, FORMER FIRST
LADY, LADY BIRD JOHNSON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today, along with Con-
gressman BARTON, to recognize the birthday
of Luci Baines Johnson. Ms. Luci Baines
Johnson is the Chairwoman of LBJ Holding
Co. She also serves as Vice President of The
Business Suites and as a Director of LBJ
Broadcasting Co. Ms. Johnson is also a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the National
Wildflower Research Center, a member of the
advisory boards of both the Center for Bat-
tered Women and of “Believe in Me”, and a
life trustee of Seton Fund. After many years of
service, we are pleased to recognize her
today. On Sunday, July 2, 2017, she will be
celebrating her 70th birthday.

Ms. Johnson has degrees from Georgetown
University School of Nursing, the University of
Texas, and St. Edward’s University. Ms. John-
son has served as a Trustee of Boston Uni-
versity, is a past chairman of the Affiliate
Fund-raising Drive for the American Heart As-
sociation, a former chairman of the University
of Texas System School of Nursing, and a
former member of the Board of Review of the
National League of Nursing.

Through our shared passion for public serv-
ice, we have developed a close relationship
that continues to grow stronger by the year.
Much like her parents before her, she has
dedicated her life to public service and it has
been an honor to see the contributions she
has made throughout the state of Texas.

Throughout her life, she has constantly dis-
played the virtues of compassion, passion,
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