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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-

MENT OF IRELAND’S AMBAS-
SADOR TO THE UNITED STATES 
ANNE ANDERSON 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize Ambassador 
Anne Anderson, the Irish Ambassador to the 
United States, as she retires from her position 
in the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Throughout her time in the Irish Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Anderson has 
served in assignments of great prestige as 
well as been the first woman to represent Ire-
land in all these positions. Her first post was 
as Ireland’s Ambassador to the United Nations 
(UN) in Geneva in 1995. While there, she 
chaired the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Trade Policy Review Body in 1996, followed 
by chairing the UN Commission on Human 
Rights in 1999. In 2001, she became Ireland’s 
Permanent Representative to the European 
Union (EU), the first woman from any EU 
country to represent their nation in the Euro-
pean Parliament. In 2005, Ambassador Ander-
son became Ireland’s Ambassador to France 
before being appointed as Ireland’s Ambas-
sador to the United Nations in New York in 
2009. During her time at the UN, Ambassador 
Anderson focused on human rights, develop-
ment, and gender equality issues. Further-
more, the Ambassador oversaw a review of 
the UN Peace-building machinery and facili-
tated preparations for the 2013 UN Special 
Event on the Millennium Development Goals. 

On January 15, 2013, Ambassador Ander-
son was appointed as Ireland’s 17th Ambas-
sador to the United States. Throughout her 
time in Washington, Ambassador Anderson 
has focused on further strengthening Ireland- 
U.S. relations in regards to economics, trade, 
immigration, and culture. She especially did an 
exemplary job with all the U.S. events around 
the centenary of the 1916 Rising. Further-
more, Ambassador Anderson has focused on 
keeping the U.S. engaged in issues regarding 
Northern Ireland. Her engagement with the 
Friends of Ireland Caucus throughout her ten-
ure has been critical in our country’s continued 
involvement with the entire island of Ireland. In 
recognition of her outstanding service, Ambas-
sador Anderson was presented with the Inter-
national Leadership Award by the Ireland 
Funds this past March. 

Mr. Speaker, as a co-chairman of the 
Friends of Ireland Caucus, I have gotten to 
know Ambassador Anderson very well as both 
a colleague and a friend. Anne has made mo-
mentous strides in strengthening Ireland-U.S. 
relations on numerous fronts and has been a 
great influence to our country. She will be 
greatly missed and I wish her all the best with 
her retirement and future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF EARLINE 
MILES 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Ms. Earline Miles, a beloved 

member of the Fort Worth community and 
dear friend, who passed away on June 23, 
2017. 

Earline Dolores Miles was born on March 2, 
1930, in Sherman, Texas, to Henri Jewel and 
William Andrew Miles. Earline was the only girl 
in a household with four brothers. She at-
tended I.M. Terrell High School and was pre-
sented as an Assembly Debutante in 1948. 
After high school, Ms. Miles attended Sam 
Houston State University where she pledged 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and was a 
member of the Ivy Leaf Club. She then went 
on to finish her undergraduate studies at 
Huston-Tillotson University, where she grad-
uated Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
Business Administration in 1952. 

In 1971, Earline achieved the great accom-
plishment of becoming the first black female 
lawyer in Tarrant County after earning her law 
degree from Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
at Texas Southern University. She also be-
came the first black attorney to work for 
Rattikin Title Company as a Title Researcher. 

While Ms. Miles had an extensive profes-
sional career as a lawyer and teacher, most 
people remember Earline for her fierce pas-
sion for political activism and civil rights. She 
spearheaded countless voter registration 
drives and fought hard to ensure that African 
Americans had equal opportunities in Tarrant 
County and equal representation in the media. 

As part of her political career, Earline 
worked tirelessly to ensure that African Ameri-
cans were elected to public office. She broke 
fundraising records for Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, and worked on several 
campaigns for African American politicians in 
Texas. 

In addition to being a fierce advocate for 
civil rights, Earline was a devoted daughter, 
sister, and true friend. She was also just as 
much fun as she was known as the ‘‘cool 
aunt’’ to her nieces and nephews. Earline is 
survived by her goddaughter, two younger 
brothers, several nieces and nephews, and a 
host of cousins, great nieces and nephews, 
extended family members, and friends. 

I honor Ms. Earline Miles’s significant impact 
on the African American community. 
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RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S AND 
BRAIN AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness 
Month this June and to honor the over five 
million Americans that are currently living with 
this disease right now. 

Alzheimer’s is a progressive 
neurodegenerative brain disorder that disables 
the memory of individuals and causes cog-
nitive decline. Of the top ten leading causes of 
death in the United States, Alzheimer’s is the 
only disease that cannot be prevented, cured, 
or even slowed. On top of that, more than 15 
million Americans are currently providing un-
paid care for loved ones that suffer from Alz-
heimer’s. 

As a nation, we have a duty to serve all 
members of our community. We cannot allow 
this disease to progress unchecked, which is 

why I ask my fellow Members of Congress to 
join me in honoring Alzheimer’s and Brain 
Awareness Month and ensuring that the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) has the nec-
essary funding to continue Alzheimer’s re-
search. When it comes to the health of Ameri-
cans, we cannot afford to take shortcuts. 

Though Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness 
Month has come to an end, our efforts must 
continue. Mr. Speaker, it is with situations like 
this that our nation must come together. I am 
honored to help raise awareness for this wor-
thy cause and invite my colleagues in Con-
gress to join me on this fight. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
MR. WILLIAM SINKLER 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the life Mr. William Sinkler, 79, a 
dedicated educator who spent his life com-
mitted to serving the children and schools of 
Southwest Virginia. William (Bill) Sinkler was 
born on October 9, 1937, in Eutawville, South 
Carolina and his contributions to his commu-
nity, particularly to young students, are im-
pressive. 

Mr. Sinkler was a true Southern gentleman, 
dignified, and held in high regards by all of us 
who him. As an educator, he set high expecta-
tions for his students and modeled respect 
and integrity. 

At the time of his retirement, Mr. Sinkler had 
spent 40 years as an educator, and was the 
first African-American to serve on the Salem 
School Board. For his commitment to the 
young minds of Lynchburg, Roanoke, and 
Salem, Mr. Sinkler received a Virginia General 
Assembly Resolution to recognize his devotion 
to the students. In the Resolution, he was rec-
ognized for his life motto, ‘‘I’ve got to be me,’’ 
and how he brought his personality and tal-
ents into each endeavor he undertook. 

He grew up in South Carolina, graduated 
from Morris College in 1960, and then served 
in the United States Army. After his service in 
the armed forces, Mr. Sinkler studied at Vir-
ginia State College and earned a Master’s De-
gree in Education at University of Virginia. He 
taught Math and Science, and served as an 
Assistant Principal and a Principal. By the time 
of his retirement, Bill was the Vice-Chairman 
of the Salem School Board, where he had 
served from 1993 to 2009. 

I remember Mr. Sinkler’s friendship and his 
ability to work closely with officials on both 
sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Sinkler was a very involved member of 
the community, for years he served on the 
City of Salem’s Fair Housing Board and Plan-
ning Commission, and was an active member 
of the Salem Rotary Club, Boule, The Links, 
Inc., NAACP, Kappa Delta Pi, and Phi Beta 
Sigma. He was also a dedicated member of 
the Shiloh Baptist Church, in Salem, Virginia. 
There, he served as a member of the Board 
of Trustees, and the superintendent of the 
church’s Sunday school, as well as teaching 
Sunday school classes. 

Mr. Sinkler was recognized through numer-
ous awards, such as the Salem Police Depart 
Citizen Academy Certificate of Recognition, 
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