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prisoners of conscience. I have also asked for 
investigations so that serious questions will be 
asked of the Chinese government. 

Finally, I have asked for accountability. I 
have urged Secretary Tillerson to start inves-
tigations under the Global Magnitsky Act, a bill 
that I lead on the House side last year, so that 
any Chinese government officials complicit in 
torture should never be allowed to benefit from 
entry to the U.S. or access to our financial 
system. 

The issues of torture and ‘‘residential sur-
veillance in a designated location’’—effectively 
enforced disappearances—will be priorities of 
mine and of this Commission moving forward. 
I believe these are issues where diverse and 
multi-level coalitions can be built to raise 
issues with the Chinese government. 

I would also like to do more to prioritize the 
protection of human rights lawyers and their 
families. 

At the hearing last month I heard the phrase 
‘‘The War on Law’’ used to describe the sys-
tematic effort to eviscerate the network of 
human rights lawyers. 

That phrase struck me because, though the 
number of human rights lawyers in China is 
small, what they stand for was nothing less 
than the rule of law for everyone—particularly 
those persecuted or aggrieved by the Com-
munist Party. 

They stand for the right of everyone in 
China—religious believers, ethnic minority, pe-
titioners, labor activists, or victim of corruption 
or a barbaric population control policies—to 
have a fair hearing, due process, and a justice 
that is not politicized. 

The Communist Party sees this as a dan-
gerous idea. It means that they should be ac-
countable to the people—to hundreds of mil-
lions of people in fact seeking redress for per-
secution and Party corruption. 

Xi Jinping is feted in Davos for his commit-
ments to openness and the rule of law, but it 
is rule of law for the few and privileged and 
rule by law for the rest. 

The failure to implement the rule of law, to 
favor a type of lawlessness in the pursuit of 
keeping the Communist Party in power, has 
serious and lasting implications for U.S.-China 
relations. 

We must recognize, after the failure of two 
and a half decades of the engagement poli-
cies, that China’s domestic repression drives 
its external aggression, its mercantilist trade 
policies, and its unimaginable decisions to 
keep propping up a murderous North Korean 
regime. 

I know the Chinese government wants me 
to focus on positive things. I think one positive 
development here is that the spouses (and 
families) of rights advocates and lawyers have 
given Beijing a rightly deserved headache. 
They have refused to be silent about their 
spouse’s detentions or disappearances and 
have used the Internet and media to get out 
their message. 

This trend is something new, something dif-
ferent, something we need to honor because 
they are under great pressure to be silent— 
through intimidation, harassment, and deten-
tion. 

I want to say to our witness Chongyu 
(CHONG–YOU) that we appreciate your testi-
mony here today and the fact that you are 
speaking out on behalf of your father. We 
want you to know that this Commission is an 
advocate for you, your family, and your father. 

If you or your family face reprisals because 
of your testimony here today, the Congress 
will take it as a personal affront to the work of 
this body. 

I know your petition has gathered 94,000 
signatures, please make sure that my name is 
94,001. 

The one thing that gives me hope is that the 
people of China long for liberty, justice and 
opportunity. 

The need for principled and consistent 
American leadership is more important than 
ever, as China’s growing economic power, 
and persistent diplomatic efforts, have suc-
ceeded in dampening global criticism of its es-
calating repression and failures to adhere to 
universal standards. 

The U.S. must be a beacon of liberty and a 
champion of individual rights and freedoms. 
The U.S. must also continue to be a voice for 
those silenced, jailed, or repressed in China. 

We cannot . . . will not . . . forget those in 
China bravely seeking liberty and justice and 
the unalienable rights we all share. Like Chi-
na’s human rights lawyers—and like Liu 
Xiaobo—those who bravely seek peaceful 
change in China. 

It is their stand for liberty, human rights, and 
the rule of law that remain the best hope for 
a peaceful and prosperous future for the U.S. 
and China. 
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RECOGNIZING MACKENZIE GORE 
AS 2016–17 GATORADE NORTH 
CAROLINA BASEBALL PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. DAVID ROUZER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to say 
that North Carolina is home to many great stu-
dent athletes that serve as community role 
models. 

One prime example is MacKenzie Gore who 
graduated from Whiteville High School this 
month and has been named the 2017 
Gatorade North Carolina Baseball Player of 
the Year. And, not only that, he was just re-
cently selected 3rd overall in the Major 
League Baseball draft by the San Diego Pa-
dres! 

MacKenzie not only demonstrates athletic 
excellence, but also exemplary character and 
work ethic—the two primary traits necessary 
for great success. Very few have achieved as 
much as early in life, and it’s the culmination 
of years of hard work and commitment. 

As with all who earn success, MacKenzie is 
blessed to have a big decision to make: go 
pro and play for the Padres or head to East 
Carolina University to play for the Pirates. 
Whatever MacKenzie decides, we are all 
proud of him and wish him the very best. 
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CELEBRATING IMMIGRANT 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in recognition of Immigrant Heritage Month. 

The month of June is a time for us to cele-
brate the people that have come to the United 
States to make a better life for themselves 
and their families. These individuals have 
come from all over the globe and play an inte-
gral part in the development of our country. 

Since its founding, America has been a na-
tion of immigrants. It is important that we ac-
knowledge their contributions to our commu-
nities and remember that it was the goals and 
dreams of immigrants that formed our great 
nation. I am honored to represent Central 
Washington, where our culture and economy 
are deeply enriched by our immigrant neigh-
bors and friends. 

Please join me in honoring Immigrant Herit-
age Month, as I continue to work to ensure 
opportunity and prosperity for immigrants in 
my district and across the country. 
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H. CON. RES. 67—LIU XIAOBO 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of this legislation, Mr. Speaker, 
and urge the House to pass this resolution. 
We need to signal the Congress’s unanimous 
support for Liu Xiaobo, and his wife Liu Xia, in 
this time of need. 

The news of Liu Xiaobo diagnosis with ter-
minal liver cancer was a jarring shock to ev-
eryone who admires this champion of freedom 
and democracy. 

Unfortunately, I have heard talk that the 
world has forgotten Liu Xiaobo. The Chinese 
state media says he is irrelevant. 

We must never forget this Václav Havel of 
China because his efforts to bring human 
rights and political reforms are so critical to 
the future of of U.S.-China relations. 

We must never forget his enduring contribu-
tions—whether during the Tiananmen Mas-
sacre where he helped save the lives of many 
students or with Charter 08—the treatise urg-
ing political and legal reforms in China based 
on constitutional principles. 

For the past seven years, Members of Con-
gress have repeatedly called on China to re-
lease unconditionally Liu Xiaobo and Liu Xia. 

Today, we similarly ask that the Chinese 
government end this absurdity and its unjust 
and lawless treatment of these noble citi-
zens—release them, allow them to freely meet 
with friends and family, and allow them to 
seek urgent medical care wherever they de-
sire. 

In February 2010, I led a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers in nominating Liu Xiaobo for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, at the same time nomi-
nating two other persecuted human rights ad-
vocates, Chen Guangcheng and Gao 
Zhisheng, to be joint recipients of that most 
prestigious award. 

The Nobel Committee rightly awarded the 
Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo for his ‘‘long and 
non-violent struggle for fundamental human 
rights in China.’’ I attended the Oslo ceremony 
at the invitation of the family—along with 
Leader PELOSI. 

It was a moving ceremony; the now famous 
empty chair spoke volumes about the Chinese 
Communist Party’s abiding fear that human 
rights and democracy will undermine its 
power. 
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I will always remember the moving words of 

Liu Xiaobo’s speech that day: 
‘‘Freedom of expression is the foundation of 

human rights, the source of humanity, and the 
mother of truth. To strangle freedom of speech 
is to trample on human rights, stifle humanity, 
and suppress truth.’’ 

Chinese authorities have gone to great 
lengths to stifle Liu Xiaobo’s ability to speak 
truth to power. In 2009, Liu was given 11 
years in prison for ‘‘inciting subversion of state 
power.’’ 

His wife Liu Xia was also detained in de 
facto form ‘‘house arrest’’ since 2010. Liu Xia 
also is in urgent need of medical care having 
been hospitalized for a heart condition. Over 
the past year, authorities have allowed her to 
visit her husband only on a very few occa-
sions. 

According to Chinese authorities, Liu’s con-
viction was based on Charter 08, a treatise 
signed by over 300 intellectuals and activists. 
That document states that freedom, equality, 
and human rights are universal values of hu-
mankind, and that democracy and constitu-
tional government are the fundamental frame-
work for protecting these values. 

Sadly, Liu Xiaobo and Liu Xia are not alone 
in facing unjust repression. As of September 
2017, the Congressional-Executive Commis-
sion on China’’ (CECC) Political Prisoner 
Database, perhaps the most complete data-
base of its kind in the world, contains informa-
tion on 1,400 cases of known political or reli-
gious prisoners. 

According to CECC’s Annual Report, the 
government of President Xi Jinping has en-
gaged in an extraordinary assault on the rule 
of law, human rights, ethnic minority groups, 
and civil society in recent years. 

Under Xi’s leadership, the Chinese govern-
ment has pushed through new laws and draft-
ed legislation that would legitimize political, re-
ligious, and ethnic repression, further curtail 
civil liberties, and expand censorship of the 
Internet. 

It is tempting to be pessimistic about Chi-
na’s future and the future of U.S.-China rela-
tions. I am not pessimistic, despite the cir-
cumstance we consider here today. Constant 
repression has not dimmed the desires of the 
Chinese people for freedom and reform. I at-
tribute this fact, in part, to Liu Xiaobo’s ideas 
and example. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. cannot be morally 
neutral or silent in the face of the Chinese 
government’s repression of fundamental free-
doms. We must show leadership and resolve 
because only the U.S. has the power and 
prestige to stand up to China’s intransigence. 

The U.S. must not shy away from meeting 
with China’s other Nobel Laureate the Dalai 
Lama or other dissidents. We must use Con-
gressionally-authorized sanctions to hold Chi-
nese officials accountable for torture and 
gross abuses. We must connect Internet and 
press freedoms as both economic and human 
rights priorities. And we must demand, repeat-
edly and clearly, that the unconditional release 
of political prisoners is in the interest of better 
U.S.-China relations. 

I believe that someday China will be free. 
Someday, the people of China will be able to 
enjoy all of their God-given rights. And a na-
tion of free Chinese men and women will 
honor and celebrate. Liu Xiaobo as a hero. He 
will be honored along with all others like him 
who have sacrificed so much, and so long, for 
freedom. 
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