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dedicated efforts to reunify foster chil-
dren with their biological parents.

In addition, there are organizations
around our State that have been at the
forefront of recruitment efforts for fos-
ter families, including 50 families in
the month of April alone.

One such organization is entitled The
CALL, locally directed by Lauri
Currier, who notes that a stable, loving
home can make a huge difference in a
child’s life, specifically with regard to
escaping the grasp of neglect and
abuse.

Today I want to emphasize Ms.
Currier’s statement that if one family
from each of the 6,000 churches around
Arkansas came forward to adopt, no
more children would ever be waiting
for a forever family.

FISHING WITH A HERO SUMMER PROGRAM

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a hands-on mentorship
program in my district created through
a partnership between the Bryant Po-
lice Department and the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Bryant.

The summer program entitled ‘‘Fish-
ing with a Hero’ pairs Boys and Girls
Clubs students with local police heroes
to bond over the longstanding, joyful
pastime of fishing.

Through a 2-day fishing instruction
program, local police officers are able
to build quality mentoring relation-
ships with students in traditionally un-
derserved or impoverished commu-
nities.

Along with being one of the students’
favorite programs, the established rela-
tionships aid in creating Ilong-term
bonds between our law enforcement of-
ficers and local youth.

The stability and prosperity of our
local communities hinges on mutual
respect between our citizens and our
law enforcement officers. The creation
of genuine relationships at a young age
ensures the longevity of that impor-
tant respect.

HONORING ROBIN CREOLE AND DANNY REVIS

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the recent selfless actions
of two extraordinary individuals in the
Second Congressional District of Ar-
kansas, Robin Creole and Danny Revis.
Both men work tirelessly in the Ben-
ton School District transportation pro-
gram.

————

MEDICAID IS A LIFELINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUIz) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, how many of
us here have had an aging parent, a
grandparent, an aunt or uncle who
could no longer stay in their home
alone? Seniors with Alzheimer’s, de-
mentia, and other special needs, some-
one to watch over them at home so
they don’t get lost or injure themselves
or leave the stove on and injure others?
Seniors with Parkinson’s who need
help to walk, to move, to get out of
their chair, seniors too frail to care for
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themselves, or need long-term rehabili-
tation after a fall and an injured hip or
an injured femur?

How many of us have worried about
where they would live and how they
would get the care that they need? And
oftentimes, the real question is: How
are they going to pay for that care?

Most people work their entire lives,
save for retirement, pay into the sys-
tem, yet still find themselves strug-
gling to afford the care that they need.
Both parents in middle class families
have to work to barely make ends
meet; no money and nobody home to
care for their parents or grandparents.

I understand the tough decision. You
want to keep your loved one close, you
want to care for them yourself, but you
have to work and make ends meet to
barely keep going. That is why most of
the 1.4 million people across the coun-
try living in nursing homes rely on
Medicaid.

For Americans in nursing homes,
Medicaid is a lifeline. That is why
TrumpCare’s Medicaid cuts would dev-
astate our Nation’s seniors, leaving the
64 percent of nursing home residents
who depend on Medicaid out in the
cold. In fact, nursing homes account
for 42 percent of Medicaid spending.

Under TrumpCare, many seniors will
lose their nursing home care, grand-
mothers with disabilities would find it
harder to be cared for, harder to walk,
harder to eat, harder to bathe. Nursing
homes give patients a safe and caring
place to recuperate when they are
weakened by disabilities but don’t need
to be in a hospital, and they provide
families peace of mind knowing that
their loved one has a safe and caring
place to get around-the-clock care.

That is why we must stop
TrumpCare. We cannot allow these
deep cuts to Medicaid threaten the
health of our seniors. We cannot rip
these services away from the most vul-
nerable among us.

We must put seniors first. We must
give voice to vulnerable seniors. Let’s
put people above partisanship, and so-
lutions above ideology.

I oppose TrumpCare, and I will con-
tinue to fight to protect care for sen-
iors and for all Americans.

RECOGNIZING RON AND DIANE
WITHEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor two lifelong servants
from the State of Nebraska, former
Speaker of Legislature Ron Withem
and his wife, Diane.

Speaker Withem is retiring this
month from 2 decades with the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, where he has served
as the associate vice president for uni-
versity affairs and the director of gov-
ernmental relations.

As we see the end of one’s historic ca-
reer, we are reminded of the positive
impact one person can have on so
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many. Ron and Diane Withem have
selflessly dedicated their lives to the
State of Nebraska both in educating
our youth as well as through the legis-
lative process. The impact they have
made on the entire State of Nebraska
is evident all around us in Nebraska.

The story of the Withems is one full
of many accomplishments. After mov-
ing to Papillion, Ron and Diane both
became respected teachers in our local
school district. Prior to entering poli-
tics, Ron was a teacher of history.
Diane spent nearly 4 decades teaching
in the Papillion-LaVista schools and
prepared many students for college and
success, including my own chief of
staff, Mark Dreiling.

As leaders in our Democratic Party,
Diane and Ron’s political journey
began in 1976, when they campaigned
for Hess Dyas during the U.S. Senate
primary. Later that year, they both
worked for another former Second Dis-
trict Congressman, John Cavanagh, in
the general election. Following Con-
gressman Cavanagh’s victory, Ron
served as a congressional aide in his
local office.

By the 1980s, Ron was a member of
the Papillion-LaVista School Board
and was a member of the Papillion
Planning Commission. When the legis-
lative seat in District 14 became vacant
in 1983, Ron was tapped by Governor
Bob Kerry to serve out the term. And
serve he did.

Ron Withem dedicated 14 years of his
life in our legislature, serving as the
chairperson of the Urban Affairs Com-
mittee, the chairperson of the Edu-
cation Committee, and the high mark
being his election as the first Demo-
cratic speaker since 1970, which hap-
pened in a Republican-majority body of
our officially nonpartisan legislature.

During that time, he rose to become
one of the most well-respected voices
in our unicameral, proudly working on
issues that he was passionate about
and that would have had a profound
impact on our State.

Some of his accomplishments are
easily visible, such as the Harrison
Street Interstate Exchange. Working
alongside local elected officials and
business leaders, Ron’s strong advo-
cacy paved the way for what is now one
of our most vibrant areas in the dis-
trict.

A leader among leaders, Ron was in-
strumental in sponsoring and guiding
many other important pieces of legisla-
tion into law. He negotiated the
State’s first major reform in K-12 edu-
cational funding, sponsored legislation
granting tuition waivers for veterans’
dependents, led efforts to improve ac-
cessibility and the transparency of our
elections, and he worked to create Ne-
braska’s first bone marrow drive sys-
tem.

Through his years in public office, he
was well-respected by both his col-
leagues as well as his constituents. Ron
was known for his uncanny ability to
remember bill numbers, the year a bill
was discussed, and even the most
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minute details surrounding the debate.
As his former aide, Michelle Waite,
said: ‘““He might be a donkey, but Ron
had the memory of an elephant for
sure.”” He was considered a master leg-
islative strategist who knew how to
pull together a coalition from both par-
ties to get the people’s business done.

After 14 years of serving in the legis-
lature, Ron went to work for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. During his tenure,
he made a tremendous impact on our
State by leading the university’s legis-
lative relations strategy. He also was
the force behind the Building a
Healthier Nebraska legislative initia-
tive. The result of this initiative was a
new cancer center, veterinary diag-
nostic center, and a health sciences
center facility.

Ron was one of the architects behind
the compromise that transferred the
Nebraska State fairgrounds to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska for the develop-
ment of the Nebraska Innovation Cam-
pus. This public-private partnership
leverages university research for eco-
nomic benefit, all the while preserving
some of the history of our State fair-
grounds.

His colleagues at the university talk
about their tremendous respect for
Ron. He was known for building qual-
ity relationships with others and his
ability to meet daily challenges with
positivity. Ron once said: ‘“My goal is
to communicate to policymakers the
enormous value the University of Ne-
braska brings to the State and its peo-
ple.”

His passion for the university and the
success of Nebraska’s youth motivated
him to work in higher education State
relations. His achievements in higher
education State relations did not go
unnoticed. At the Higher Education
Government Relations Conference in
2013, Ron was awarded the Marvin D.
“Swede” Johnson Achievement Award,
a very prestigious national level award.

As a fellow citizen of Papillion, I
want to thank both Ron and Diane
Withem for their positive impact that
they have made serving our commu-
nity and our State.

———

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the incredible
work of the Anti-Defamation League,
or ADL.

The founder of this uplifting organi-
zation, Sigmund Livingston, envisioned
an America where we all are created
and treated equally. This is an objec-
tive that remains ever-relevant in to-
day’s America. Through programming
in schools, the ADL creates dialogue to
educate and prepare students to fight
back against hate and confront dis-
crimination wherever it may exist. In
addition, the ADL works to bring indi-
viduals together to build under-
standing.
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I have had the pleasure of meeting a
special person, Rabbi Gruenberg, a
leader in Congregation Beth El, in my
community, as well as the Philadelphia
ADL, earlier this year. I am proud to
stand with my neighbors, advocates,
and elected officials of every stripe to
reaffirm that there is no room for hate
or discrimination in any of our commu-
nities.

The work of the Anti-Defamation
League must continue and expand, be-
cause the only way we can end sense-
less hate is by building bridges and en-
gaging with people we may perceive as
being different from ourselves.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend the ADL for the incredibly im-
portant work they are doing. I stand
with them, as should everyone in this
Chamber.

———

SANCTUARY CITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, finally,
this week, we are taking up two pieces
of legislation that will address a huge
problem in my home State of Cali-
fornia for a long time.

As California moves more and more
towards becoming a sanctuary State,
already having several sanctuary cit-
ies, H.R. 3003 and H.R. 3004 move in the
right direction toward law and order
and what people expect from their gov-
ernment in providing for the public
safety.

We go back to the story of two Cali-
fornians I can think of off the top of
my head immediately, Kate Steinle
and Jamiel Shaw, Jr., taken needlessly
by people who shouldn’t have even been
in the country. They were illegal immi-
grants who were allowed to slip
through the system and cause the
death of both of those fine young peo-
ple in California.

Juan Sanchez was an illegal immi-
grant with a record of seven felonies.
He had been caught and deported not
once, not twice, by five times. He
should not have been on the streets of
California. But on July 1, he was roam-
ing around free in San Francisco. He
stole a gun out of a Federal officer’s
car, fired shots in public, and shot Kate
Steinle in the back. San Francisco is a
so-called sanctuary city, but it was not
a sanctuary city for Kate Steinle.

By shielding illegal immigrants from
Federal authorities, sanctuary cities
are disobeying the law. These actions
have fatal consequences, as Kate
Steinle and her family found out.

Action we take this week on H.R.
3004, Kate’s Law, will toughen the pun-
ishment for illegal immigrants who re-
enter the country. The second bill,
H.R. 3003, No Sanctuary for Criminals
Act, cracks down on sanctuary cities,
protects the public from dangerous
criminals, and sends a message that if
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you are not with us in enforcing the
law, then you are not going to receive
funding or other help from the Federal
Government.

I think that is finally the right mes-
sage coming out of Washington, D.C.,
for those who don’t uphold the laws
and see to the first duty of govern-
ment, which is to protect and stand up
for the safety of its citizens.

———

HONORING AL ST. LAWRENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Savan-
nah-Chatham Metro Police Depart-
ment’s construction of its newest
training facility, which memorializes
long-time Sheriff Al St. Lawrence.

After 21 years of service as an officer,
St. Lawrence ran for Chatham County
Sheriff in 1992. Because of his out-
standing service to our community, his
constituents reelected him five times.
He held this position until he passed
away on November 25, 2015.

Sheriff St. Lawrence was also respon-
sible for overseeing the significant ren-
ovation of the county jail, which ulti-
mately added an additional 400,000
square feet to the facility and doubled
inmate occupancy.

Remembering Sheriff St. Lawrence’s
dedication to training personnel, the
Chatham County Police Department
developed the Al St. Lawrence Recruit-
ment and Training Range. This range
will not only provide effective training
resources to officers but will also house
the Sheriff’s Office Internal Affairs Di-
vision and the U.S. Marshals Service.

The facility is located on 10 acres of
property at the Chatham County Sher-
iff’s Office and includes several train-
ing ranges, including cable ranges,
steel target ranges, and a Rogers
Range, which improves an officer’s aim
when discharging a firearm.

Twice a month, the facility will also
host a civilian gun class, which is open
to the public. Educating the public on
firearm safety will reduce the risk of
accidental deaths from the misuse of
guns.

Sheriff St. Lawrence’s enduring serv-
ice will forever be etched in the history
of Chatham County, and his contribu-
tions will ensure that Chatham County
will remain a safe, thriving community
for years to come.

LINEMAN APPRECIATION

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor our electric
linemen, the men and women who en-
sure our lights stay shining every day.

In Georgia, electric utility compa-
nies have started a movement to recog-
nize the hard work linemen do every
day. Companies such as Georgia Power
and MEAG Power celebrate their work-
ers, who make modern living possible.

Without linemen, we would not have
many of the things we have grown ac-
customed to using. Air conditioning,
refrigerators, warm showers, entertain-
ment devices, and plenty more, are all
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