June 29, 2017

There was no objection.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY RICHARD “THE
KING” PETTY

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, our country will celebrate our
independence and the rebuke of the
British monarchy. Even still, we know
across America, but especially in the
great State of North Carolina, we have
our own Kking, who turns 80 on Sunday.

Richard ‘‘The King’’ Petty is the
most decorated and respected driver in
the history of motor sports. His leg-
endary 43 car dominated race tracks
for decades. He has even been awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedom by
President George H.W. Bush.

More importantly than Mr. Petty’s
work on the track are the lives that he
has impacted. The Petty family,
through the work of multiple charities
and the impactful Victory Junction
Camp, has served children with disabil-
ities in incredible ways.

Mr. Petty, you and Kyle and the rest
of the family even showed what grace
and dignity looks like in the loss of a
grandson.

We wish you a happy birthday today,
Richard ‘“The King” Petty. Thank you
for all you do for the people of North
Carolina, and I will be looking for that
hat, those sunglasses, and that bright
smile for years to come.

————

TRANSFORM STUDENT DEBT TO
HOME EQUITY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Transform Stu-
dent Debt to Home Equity Act.

Today, 40 million Americans have
Federal student loan debt totaling $1.3
trillion. Additionally, at the end of
2016, 17.2 million habitable homes sat
vacant in our country.

These two trends are intertwined.
Student debt is prohibiting millions
and millions from buying their first
home. We must find a solution, or
thousands more will be saddled with
sunk debt depriving them of building
wealth through building home equity.

The Transform Student Debt to
Home Equity Act offers us a road for-
ward. This bill allows the Department
of Housing and Urban Development and
the Federal Housing Finance Agency to
start a pilot program that connects
creditworthy Federal student debt
holders with habitable homes for sale
from the Federal ledger.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

By recalculating financing terms and
interest rates, some student debtors
can transition their debt into home-
ownership. Eventually creditworthy
participants would pay off debt and
help strengthen neighborhoods simply
by maintaining their home mortgage.

We must use our power and resources
to transform debt to equity. Trans-
forming a student debt to home owner-
ship is a pathway forward for the aspir-
ing generation.

I encourage my colleagues to support
our measure, and let us unleash the
stranglehold of debt on the next gen-
eration and allow them to build wealth
through homeownership.

———

CONGRATULATIONS CASSY LES-
TER AND ALL ART COMPETITION
WINNERS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today this House wel-
comes the winners of the Congressional
Art Competition to the Nation’s Cap-
ital. Students from all over the coun-
try have traveled to Washington to
proudly display their works of art in
the tunnel to the Capitol for the next
year.

The Congressional Institute hosts the
nationwide competition each year to
showcase and inspire the artistic talent
of high school students from each con-
gressional district. I am proud of the 37
students from my district who sub-
mitted entries.

I am thrilled to welcome our first-
place winner, Cassy Lester of
Reynoldsville, for her acrylic painting
titled ‘‘Chocolate Lab.” Cassy attends
Jeff Tech, and it is an honor to recog-
nize a career and technical education
student as our winner this year.

She was honored with her fellow win-
ners from the States across the Nation
at this afternoon’s luncheon, and ear-
lier today, I was able to give Cassy and
her family a tour of the Capitol.

Congratulations to Cassy and all of
this year’s winners. We are grateful to
have your art brighten the walls of the
tunnel of this Capitol for the year
ahead.

———

HONORING ANDREW ROGERS

(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to give special recognition to
Andrew Rogers, the last surviving
member of the heroic 1941 Willamette
University Bearcats football team. The
1941 season was a tremendous success
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for the team, going 8-2, capturing the
Northwest Conference title.

But we remember that Bearcats his-
toric season for far more than just ath-
letics. At the end of the season, Wil-
lamette University was invited to play
the University of Hawaii on December
6, 1941.

The following morning, the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor began. Rogers,
the entire team, and visiting Willam-
ette supporters volunteered to guard
the Punahou School for 10 days while
others helped with the injured.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Rogers volunteered to join the United
States Marine Corps, where he served
as an infantry platoon leader for the
3rd Marine Division throughout the
Second World War. He served meritori-
ously during the final phase of the re-
capture of Guam, as well as during the
Battle of Iwo Jima.

Rogers reminds all Americans of the
impact we can have when we step up in
times of need. His military service dur-
ing a dark, uncertain time in our his-
tory is another shining example of the
Greatest Generation.

I am proud to share his story and
offer this small piece of recognition for
all that Andrew Rogers has done for
this great country.

NO CITY IS ABOVE THE LAW

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support H.R. 3003, the No Sanctuary for
Criminals Act.

Many cities across America have
adopted sanctuary policies over the
past few years. This is an obvious dis-
regard of Federal law and puts Amer-
ican lives at risk.

In my home State of Georgia, sanc-
tuary cities have been outlawed since
2009. Last year, Georgia’s law was
amended to require local governments
to certify they are cooperating with
Federal immigration officials in order
to get State funding.

The way I see it, the law is the law.
Sanctuary cities’ policies are dan-
gerous to all American communities as
they can shield unlawful and criminal
immigrants from Federal immigration
enforcement. President Trump prom-
ised to end sanctuary cities, and this is
the first step toward keeping that
promise.

How many more innocent American
lives need to be stolen because our im-
migration laws are not being enforced?

No person or city is above the law,
and that is why my colleagues and I
passed this very important bill today.
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