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concern every Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate.

So the question for the United States
and the international community is,
How do we respond? What do we do? We
cannot let this circumstance continue.

Thankfully, supported by a growing
diplomatic coalition that includes
Mexico, Brazil, Costa Rica, Peru, Can-
ada, and the United States, the Sec-
retary General of the Organization of
American States, Luis Almagro, is
marshalling international pressure.
Mr. Almagro has called on President
Maduro to heed the demands of his citi-
zens, free political prisoners, permit
the delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance, commit to a timetable for over-
due elections, and restore the author-
ity of the National Assembly.

However, despite Mr. Almagro’s lead-
ership, the results of last week’s meet-
ing of Foreign Ministers was a stun-
ning failure to reach consensus on a
hemisphere response. Appallingly,
eight countries refused to vote their
conscience, among them Haiti, the Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Sal-
vador, Trinidad, and Suriname. They
did not use the power under the OAS to
recognize that Venezuela today is not
living up to its charter commitment to
be a democratic state. There is a proc-
ess at the OAS to take action. They
were unable to do that—a major set-
back.

As efforts at the OAS continue, all
must remain clear that there are no al-
ternative facts when it comes to Ven-
ezuela, there is just a manmade trag-
edy that demands collective action.

While providing full support for mul-
tilateral diplomacy, the United States
must also lead. In May, I introduced bi-
partisan legislation to address the
multifaceted crisis in Venezuela. My
bill will authorize humanitarian assist-
ance and require the State Department
to coordinate an international ap-
proach to humanitarian challenges.
The legislation will also provide strong
congressional backing for OAS efforts,
as well as funding for international
election observers and civil society
groups working to defend human rights
and democratic values.

Given the rising instability in Ven-
ezuela, the bill would codify two lines
of targeted sanctions against Ven-
ezuelan officials involved in corruption
and undermining democratic govern-
ance—the very authorities the admin-
istration used to rightly sanction
members of the Venezuelan supreme
court last month.

Congress should act, as we have done
in so many other places where we show
congressional leadership to make it
clear that this type of activity will not
be allowed to continue and that Con-
gress will take a strong position to
give appropriate authority to sanction
those individuals who are responsible.

Finally, the bill would require the
State Department and U.S. intelligence
community to prepare a report on the
role of Venezuelan officials in corrup-
tion and drug trafficking.
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As the instability in Venezuela
grows, every day we decide not to act
only makes the crisis worse. I urge my
colleagues to work with legislation I
have filed. Let’s work with the Con-
gress and the President to make it
clear to the Venezuelan people they are
not alone, and we will not tolerate a
country in our hemisphere to become a
failed state.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CORRECTING THE ENGROSSMENT
OF 8. 722

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, as in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res. 210, submitted
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 210) to correct the en-
grossment of S. 722.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
agreeing to the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

210) was

DIRECTING RETURN OF PAPERS
REQUEST

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Secretary
of the Senate be directed to request the
return of the papers for S. 722 from the
House of Representatives.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued
REQUESTS FOR AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I have
six requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They do not have the approval of the
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Democratic leader for the eighth con-
secutive legislative day; therefore,
they will not be permitted to meet
after 1 p.m. I ask unanimous consent
that the list of committees requesting
authority to meet be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry; Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs; Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation; Committee on
Environment and Public Works; Committee
on the Judiciary; Committee on Intelligence.

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, Con-
gress and our country desperately need
to have an honest, meaningful, trans-
parent, and bipartisan conversation
about improving our healthcare sys-
tem. It shouldn’t be a tall order, but
around here things that seem common
sense to the rest of the country are
never simple. Instead, partisanship too
often wins. We have seen that with the
Senate Republican healthcare bill, as
it was crafted behind closed doors with-
out allowing any Democrats or the
public to see it until it was a proposal.

It is good news that a vote on the bill
was delayed, but we must continue to
have this conversation as the debate
continues. That bill was bad for North
Dakota. Only when we seek real bipar-
tisan solutions do I believe we will be
successful in improving our healthcare
system.

We need to reform our healthcare
system. I have been saying it for years.
In fact, I have proposed a number of
fixes over the past 3% years, but none
of those fixes are embodied in the Re-
publican healthcare bill. It is just not
the right direction.

Just yesterday, I joined many of my
colleagues to bring up some common-
sense bills we can and should take up
right now to make sure American fami-
lies aren’t hurt in the near term. We
called on Republicans to work with us,
but, unfortunately, they objected. I
want to work in a bipartisan way. I
want real healthcare reform. But, un-
fortunately, I do not believe everyone
in Congress feels that way.

First, we need to talk about the facts
of the Senate Republican bill—facts
that are from very reputable non-
partisan sources.

Earlier this week, the Congressional
Budget Office issued a report rein-
forcing that the Senate Republican bill
is just as terrible as the bill that came
out of the House of Representatives a
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