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State Route–520—the water and sewer 
systems that serve Mercer Island resi-
dents, and approximately 75 miles of 
developed commercial, municipal, and 
residential shoreline. It also allows for 
emergency response by the Seattle Fire 
Department, Seattle Harbor Patrol, 
King County Sheriff, and U.S. Coast 
Guard. The facilities spillway and fish 
ladder serve as a link for salmon and 
steelhead migrating from the ocean up-
stream to freshwater spawning 
grounds, which is important to ful-
filling Federal Tribal treaty respon-
sibilities. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, like 
other infrastructure across Washington 
State and the Nation, the Ballard 
Locks are showing their age. Senator 
CANTWELL and I commend the Army 
Corps for its work to restore and mod-
ernize the locks, and we are doing our 
part in Congress to support these ef-
forts. Year after year, we work to help 
Presidential administrations under-
stand the critical importance of the 
Army Corps’ work, and we make sure 
budgets actually reflect that need. We 
stand ready to continue to work with 
our partners in Puget Sound to com-
plete the necessary repairs and up-
grades of the Ballard Locks, as our re-
gional economy and the more than 200 
businesses that rely upon the locks 
cannot afford an extended, unplanned 
closure. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, to-
gether Senator MURRAY and I will con-
tinue to advocate for this critical in-
frastructure, working to ensure our 
colleagues and the administration un-
derstand the importance of the water-
ways and navigation systems in the 
Pacific Northwest. Investing in our 
water infrastructure supports jobs, eco-
nomic security, and healthy commu-
nities. Senator MURRAY and I are proud 
to fight for the investments the Army 
Corps needs to operate, maintain, and 
restore the Ballard Locks. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN QUALLEY 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Marvin Qualley, a dedicated 
basketball official from Roosevelt 
County. This past week, Marvin was se-
lected by the Montana High School As-
sociation for induction into the 2017 
Montana Officials’ Association Hall of 
Fame. 

Marvin’s recognition as a hall of 
fame official is clearly well earned. He 
has been a bedrock official in the 
northeast Montana basketball circuit 
for many years. From Plentywood to 
Poplar, the communities of northeast 
Montana have benefited from Marvin’s 
officiating. The 36-year duration of 
Marvin’s contributions to youth sports 
is simply amazing. The quality of his 
hall of fame career is evident in his fre-
quent selection to officiate postseason 
competitions. He was behind the whis-

tle for 15 State basketball tournaments 
and 60 total tournaments. In addition 
to his accomplishments as a referee, 
Marvin has spent many years behind 
the wheel of a school bus helping stu-
dents in the Froid and Medicine Lake 
communities safely reach their des-
tination. 

Both behind the wheel and behind the 
whistle, Marvin’s commitment to safe-
ty and fair play has helped a genera-
tion of Montana students. Officiating 
youth sports is often a thankless task. 
Looking back on Marvin’s distin-
guished career, it is appropriate to sum 
it up with a sincere ‘‘Good job, ref!’’∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY JO CODEY 
∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the legacy of a 
great New Jerseyan upon her retire-
ment from a 40-year teaching career. 
As Mary Jo Codey wraps up her final 
school year at Gregory Elementary, a 
public school in West Orange, NJ, we 
congratulate her on a long and fruitful 
career inspiring and educating our chil-
dren while putting them on the path to 
success. Even as the first lady of New 
Jersey under the administration of her 
husband, Richard Codey, Mary Jo re-
fused to leave the children she loved so 
much, saying, ‘‘When asked if I would 
resign my teaching responsibilities 
during my tenure as the First Lady, 
my response was consistently ‘no.’ 
Teaching was and is my passion!’’ Her 
dedication and service to her students 
and to her State will not soon be for-
gotten. 

While teaching may have been Mary 
Jo’s first passion, her drive to make 
life better for children and families ex-
tends well beyond the classroom. I 
have been honored over the years to 
work closely with Mary Jo on an issue 
near and dear to her heart. Ten to 20 
percent of women across America are 
suffering from postpartum depression, 
and after the birth of her first son in 
1984, Mary Jo was one of them. Then, 
after the birth of her second son, her 
depression returned, but this time she 
was able to recognize it and seek treat-
ment for it. Instead of hiding her ill-
ness or being ashamed of it, Mary Jo’s 
personal struggle became the motiva-
tion for her to raise awareness for 
postpartum depression and work tire-
lessly to improve diagnostic and treat-
ment options on the State and Federal 
level. 

Thanks to her leadership, New Jersey 
became the first State to provide re-
sources to ensure that uninsured moth-
ers can receive postpartum depression 
screening and treatment. I am proud to 
say that Mary Jo and I worked to-
gether to pass the Melanie Blocker 
Stokes Mom’s Opportunity To Access 
Health, Education, Research, and Sup-
port for Postpartum Depression Act, or 
MOTHERS Act, as part of the Afford-
able Care Act in 2010. This legislation 
encourages better education, support 
services, and research for postpartum 
depression, and we owe its passage 

largely to advocates like Mary Jo 
Codey. Now, we still have a long way to 
go to ensure that postpartum depres-
sion and other aspects of maternal 
mental health are given the awareness 
and resources that they deserve. How-
ever, even as she closes the book on her 
teaching career, I know that Mary Jo’s 
work is far from over, and she will not 
rest until we reach our goal. Whether 
it is her advocacy on behalf of 
postpartum depression or breast can-
cer, of which she is a survivor, her 
commitment to improving the lives of 
children, mothers, and families is un-
wavering. 

With that, I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with Mary Jo in the 
coming years, thank her for her incred-
ible service to New Jersey and all of us, 
and congratulate her on her retire-
ment.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:42 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1215. An act to improve patient access 
to health care services and provide improved 
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health 
care delivery system. 

H.R. 1500. An act to redesignate the small 
triangular property located in Washington, 
DC, and designated by the National Park 
Service as reservation 302 as ‘‘Robert Emmet 
Park’’, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1215. An act to improve patient access 
to health care services and provide improved 
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health 
care delivery system; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

H.R. 1500. An act to redesignate the small 
triangular property located in Washington, 
DC, and designated by the National Park 
Service as reservation 302 as ‘‘Robert Emmet 
Park’’, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 
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