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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE FESTUS HIGH
SCHOOL ROCKET CLUB ON THEIR
FIRST PLACE WIN REP-
RESENTING THE UNITED STATES
IN THE INTERNATIONAL ROCK-
ETRY CHALLENGE IN PARIS,
FRANCE

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a group of high school students
from my district, the Festus High School Rock-
et Club on their first place win representing
the United States in the International Rocketry
Challenge in Paris.

Members of the team include Grace Basler,
Ed Bohnert, Cydney Breier, Ryan Brown,
Christopher Carden, Ashton Croft, Joel Marler,
Rylie Martin, Jacob Rozner, and the club
president Timothy Ruesche. They are coached
by Devin Lorenz, a former member of the
Festus Rocket Club himself.

In May of this year the Festus High School
Rocketry Team participated in the annual
Team America Rocketry Challenge’s (TARC)
Final fly-off in The Plains, Virginia. They were
awarded first prize over 100 other teams from
across the United States, which included a
combined $20,000 in scholarships and a trip
to Paris, France to compete in the Inter-
national Rocketry Competition. At the Inter-
national Rocketry Challenge, Festus High
School, representing the United States, bested
competing teams from France, Great Britain,
and Japan to take first place.

TARC is the aerospace and defense indus-
try’s flagship STEM program that is sponsored
by the National Association of Rocketry, the
Aerospace Industries Association, and numer-
ous industry partners including Raytheon
Company, Boeing Company and Thales USA.
Raytheon Company has sponsored Team
USA’s attendance in the international competi-
tion for 12 years and running. In the age of
technology, exposure to STEM education and
opportunities is a national priority in order to
ensure our workforce is equipped for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. TARC has pro-
vided more than 65,000 middle school and
high school students an opportunity to be en-
gaged in hands-on experience that allows
them to develop skills to assist them in future
careers in STEM and aerospace.

| ask you to join me in recognizing the
Festus High School Rocket Club for their ex-
traordinary accomplishment on behalf of the
United States.

HONORING SERGEANT FIRST
CLASS DEMARCK WIMBERLY’S
TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO
HIS COUNTRY AND HIS HONOR-
ABLE RETIREMENT FROM THE
UNITED STATES ARMY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Sergeant First
Class Demarck Wimberly on his retirement
from the United States Army after 20 years of
faithful service to our country. An esteemed
and respected member of the U.S. Army, Ser-
geant First Class Wimberly most recently
served as a senior operations Non-commis-
sioned officer and trainer for the Joint Impro-
vised-Threat Defeat Organization. In this ca-
pacity, he was instrumental in the training and
preparation of hundreds of personnel from
across the Armed Forces as they prepared to
deploy to some of the most dangerous places
in the world.

SFC Wimberly’s distinguished career began
with the 4th Squadron 7th Cavalry Regiment,
Camp Garry Owen South Korea. Sergeant
First Class Demarck Wimberly’s duty stations
include, Fort Riley Kansas, Fort Hood Texas,
Fort Richardson Alaska, Fort Bliss Texas, Fort
Carson Colorado, Fort Campbell Kentucky,
and finally the Pentagon where he was in-
ducted into The Order of Saint Maurice. Dur-
ing these many duty stations, Sergeant First
Class Demarck Wimberly deployed with 2nd
Battalion 8th Infantry Regiment (4th Infantry
Division) from Fort Hood Texas for the inva-
sion of Irag in 2003 where he received the
Soldier's Medal for heroism, he also deployed
with the 172nd Stryker Brigade in 2005 from
Fort Richardson Alaska and to Djibouti Africa
in 2013 in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

SFC Wimberly’s awards and decorations in-
clude the Soldier's Medal for heroism, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Commendation
medal (6th award), Joint Service Achievement
Medal, Army Achievement Medal (5th Award)
as well as numerous unit awards and service
medals. Through his distinguished service,
SFC Wimberly has also earned the Combat
Infantryman Badge and Expert Infantryman
badge. SFC Wimberly has also received the
Order of Saint Maurice for his significant and
long-lasting contributions to the infantry com-
munity.

As SFC Demarck Wimberly embarks on a
new chapter in life, it is my hope that he may
recall, with a deep sense of pride and accom-
plishment, the outstanding contributions he
has made to the United States Army. | would
like to send him my best wishes for continued
success in his future endeavors.

RECOGNIZING UNITED STATES
ARMY COLONEL THOMAS TICKNER

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the service of Colonel Thomas
Tickner who is coming to the end of his as-
signment as the Chief of the Congressional
Budget Liaison for the Secretary of the Army.

Tom is a native of Wayne, Pennsylvania. He
received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Civil Engineering from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity in 1990, his Masters of Civil Engineer-
ing Degree from University of Colorado at
Boulder in 1999, and a Masters of Science in
National Resource Strategy from the Eisen-
hower School, National Defense University in
2013.

Over the last year, Tom has made signifi-
cant and lasting contributions while liaising
with the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees to provide critical resources for
Army Warfighters. Tom and his liaison team
worked closely with every appropriation office
in Congress; ensuring accountability to Con-
gress and our Nation’s taxpayers.

Through 26 years of active duty, Tom has
served in a variety of tactical, operational, and
strategic assignments. In 1989, Tom was com-
missioned a Distinguished Military Graduate
through the Army Reserve Officer Training
Corps. He began his military career in the
326th Engineer Battalion, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault) followed by an assignment
to the 84th Engineer Battalion (Combat
Heavy), Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, where he
held company command. Following graduate
school he served in various assignments with
the Sacramento District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers from January 2000 to July 2002, to
include a deployment to lead the Los Alamos
Fire Recovery Office. From June 2003 to May
2005, Tom served as the Operations Officer
and Executive Officer for the 52nd Engineer
Battalion (Combat Heavy), Fort Carson, Colo-
rado, where he deployed in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. From June 2005 to June
2008 he served as an Engineer Branch As-
signment Officer at the Army’s Human Re-
sources Command followed by command at
the Philadelphia District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers from June 2008 to July 2010. Tom
worked as the Military Assistant for the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) from
July 2010 to July 2012. After graduating from
the Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National
Security and Resource Strategy, Tom com-
manded the Savannah District, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers from July 2013 to June
2015. Most recently, Tom returned from a
one-year tour in Afghanistan serving as the
Engineer Director for the Combined Security
Transition Command—Afghanistan.
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Mr. Speaker, as Colonel Tom Tickner
moves on to a new assignment, he leaves be-
hind a legacy of professionalism and friend-
ship. | want to extend my thanks for his serv-
ice and wish him and his family continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.

————

JROTC TEAMS OF MARINER,
RIVERDALE, AND GULF COAST

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of the
JROTC teams of Mariner, Riverdale, and Gulf
Coast high schools. These teams recently
competed in the National All-Services JROTC
Academic and Leadership Bowl Competition in
Washington D.C. and all three placed in the
top fifteen of 64 teams.

For over a century the JROTC program has
instilled in students the value of teamwork, citi-
zenship, and public service. This competition
tests students in both academics and leader-
ship. To get to the national competition, the
three schools competed against a combined
2,600 teams.

It is humbling to see the young men and
women of Collier and Lee Counties excel and
show their knowledge and passion for civil
service. | look forward to seeing what these
young scholars will accomplish for our com-
munity and our country in the years to come.

FRANK PIPER

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and service of the late Walter
Frank Piper, United States Army Private First
Class, of Williamstown in New Jersey’s First
Congressional District.

Walter Piper, born April 6, 1930, was a
proud resident of Williamstown and son of the
late Charles and Alice Piper. Walter Piper
graduated Glassboro High School in 1949.

Walter Piper enlisted in the U.S. Army in
1950, a year after graduating high school. He
was a member of Headquarters Company, 3rd
Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division. PFC Piper was taken prisoner of war
during the Korean Conflict on February 13,
1951. PFC Piper died June 18, 1951 while
being held prisoner of war.

PFC Piper's unidentified remains were re-
covered in 1990, returned to Hawaii on June
24, 1991, and positively identified April 18,
2017.

Walter Piper's name is inscribed on the
Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu Memo-
rial. Private First Class Piper has been post-
humously awarded the following: Purple Heart
with Oak Leaf cluster, Prisoner of War Medal,
Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Korean Service Medal, Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, United Nations Serv-
ice Medal, Republic of Korea War Service
Medal and the Republic of Korea Presidential
Unit Citation.
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On June 17, 2017, PFC Walter Piper will re-
turn home to Williamstown for the first time in
67 years, where he will finally be laid to rest
with the full military honors he rightly de-
serves, at Gloucester County Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery.

Mr. Speaker, PFC Walter Frank Piper is by
all accounts an American hero who selflessly
served his country and gave his life for his
country. His service, sacrifice, and legacy
must never be forgotten. | ask you to join me
in honoring the memory of this great American
and patriot.

————

KATE’S LAW

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on June 29th |
voted in favor of H.R. 3004, Kate’s Law, which
increases penalties for deported criminals that
return to the United States.

The bill is named after Kate Steinle, who
was killed in San Francisco by a Mexican na-
tional who had seven felony convictions on his
record and had been deported five times and
had once again returned to the United States.

| have always argued that we need com-
prehensive immigration reform to fix our bro-
ken immigration system. In 2013, | cospon-
sored the House Democratic comprehensive
immigration reform bill, H.R. 15, the Border
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act. This bill included simi-
lar provisions to Kate’s Law and had broad bi-
partisan support in the House and Senate.

Opponents of the bill argue that the bill does
not make exceptions for asylum seekers or
victims of human trafficking. That is why |
voted in favor of a Motion to Recommit H.R.
3004 offered by Representative ZOE LOFGREN
which would safeguard vulnerable victims of
human trafficking that voluntarily present
themselves at a port of entry. Unfortunately, it
failed on a 193 to 232 vote.

| have always maintained that undocu-
mented immigrants who commit a crime in the
U.S. should be deported. While this bill is not
perfect, Kate’s Law ensures that dangerous
criminals are prosecuted accordingly. | am
committed to regaining control of our country’s
borders and have fought to restrict individuals
who would do our citizens harm—both through
terrorist attacks, drug smuggling, and other il-
licit activity—from entering the United States.

H.R. 3004 is not a perfect bill. It now heads
to the Senate, where | hope it will be improved
to include exceptions for victims of trafficking
and those seeking asylum, similar to the com-
prehensive bill in 2013, and sent back to the
House for further debate.

———
RECOGNIZING NORTHEAST GEOR-

GIA’S SERVICE ACADEMY AP-
POINTEES

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to rise today in recognition of
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northeast Georgia’s 11 service academy ap-
pointees. These outstanding men and women
are pursuing the honorable path of military
service. At the U.S. service academies, these
students will further their education and de-
velop the skills needed to serve our country.

Those who are willing to lay their lives on
the line do not make this decision impulsively.
Instead, they make a conscious choice to put
country before self, a choice that tests their
strength and builds their commitment to serv-
ice.

At a recent reception honoring these young
leaders, | told them, “Don’t look back. The
challenges that lie ahead should not deter you
from doing what you have set out to do.

“The challenges that you face will never
outweigh the pride that you have in our coun-
try and the love that you have for your friends
and neighbors.”

| thank these men and women for their will-
ingness to serve, and | will keep them in my
prayers as they enter a new season at the
United States military academies.

HONORING MR. KEN CROWLEY
HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Ken Crowley for his dedi-
cation to our community and service to those
in need in Connecticut. In our state, Ken is
well known both for his leadership in business
and for his willingness to step up to help oth-
ers.

Ken is a native of Waterbury, Connecticut,
and learned the value of hard work at a young
age after working on a local farm. He fell in
love with driving and working with cars, and
Ken eventually began working as a salesman
in a dealership. Later, he rose up to run his
own dealership. Now, Ken is one of Connecti-
cut’s largest and most successful auto deal-
ers, with 13 franchises employing hundreds of
people. In addition, Ken has shown great com-
mitment to the environment. He participated in
the CT Green Bank Commercial Property As-
sessed Clean Energy Program to outfit mul-
tiple car dealerships with clean energy im-
provements.

What's more, Ken has used his success
and leveraged his business’s influence to ad-
dress important community needs in Con-
necticut. He worked with former Governor
Jody Rell in 2002 to provide for military fami-
lies during the holidays. Later, in 2008, Crow-
ley Auto Group partnered with the Army Re-
serve’s Employer Partnership Initiative to help
veterans transition to the civilian workforce.
Ken was also instrumental in the planning of
Bristol Technical Education Center and do-
nates vehicles to the school’'s auto-shop pro-
gram. Two decades ago, Ken started the
Crowley Automotive Golf Tournament to help
raise funds for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation and has raised over $1 mil-
lion over 20 years. In fact, Ford Motor Com-
pany recently honored Ken for his community
spirit, one of only six dealers worldwide to re-
ceive this well-deserved recognition.

Mr. Speaker, Ken Crowley has been a busi-
ness and community leader in Connecticut,
and his work to support veterans and those in
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need has made our community stronger and
more caring. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor him here today.

———

EDWARD FORTE
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the Honorable Edward Forte,
former Mayor of the Borough of Haddon
Heights, Camden County, in New Jersey’s
First Congressional District, on the occasion of
his retirement as supervisor from Public Serv-
ice Enterprise Group (PSE&G).

Mr. Forte is a long-time constituent and resi-
dent of Haddon Heights, where he distin-
guished himself with a commitment to public
service as a member of Borough Council, Bor-
ough Council President, Mayor, Director of
Public Safety for the Borough, a member of
the Borough’s Zoning Board, and volunteer
firefighter and assistant fire chief for the Bor-
ough’s fire department.

In 1980, Mr. Forte joined PSE&G, where he
would ascend through the ranks to become
distribution supervisor at the utility company.

During his employment at PSE&G and his
simultaneous tenure as Mayor of the Borough
of Haddon Heights, Mr. Forte would work to
achieve an important personal milestone,
earning his Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration degree from Thomas Edison
State College. Mr. Forte’s determination both
inspired those across South Jersey, and pro-
vided him with the educational tools to serve
him in the execution of his professional and
public service duties.

During his tenure as Mayor of Haddon
Heights, Mr. Forte launched wellness initia-
tives, including the “Walk! Heights” campaign,
in which he walked through his Borough, en-
gaging constituents and encouraged them to
join him promoting healthy living and an active
lifestyle. Mr. Forte’s service also extended to
the New Jersey Order Sons of ltaly Founda-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Edward Forte is a model of
community and public service, and an exam-
ple for others who may wish to serve. | invite
you to join me in thanking him for his many
contributions to the community. And, | respect-
fully ask you to join me in congratulating Mr.
Forte on the occasion of his retirement.

IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR
JEFFERY A. SIERPIEN

HON. DAVID A. TROTT

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
highlight the distinguished career of one of my
constituents, United States Marine Corps
Major Jeffery A. Sierpien.

Enlisting in the Marine Corps in 1997, Major
Sierpien has been deployed seven times
throughout his career, including multiple de-
ployments to Iraq and Afghanistan.

He has been an unwavering defender of lib-
erty, selflessly putting his life on the line time
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and time again so that we may have the privi-
lege to enjoy the freedoms and liberties that
make this country the greatest in the world.

Exemplifying the bravery and honor em-
bodied by so many of our nation’s servicemen
and women, he has received numerous mili-
tary decorations and awards, including two
Irag Campaign Medals and two Afghanistan
Campaign Medals.

Now back in his home state of Michigan, re-
tiring from a career that has moved him not
only across the country, but around the globe,
| thank him for his dedicated service and wish
him the best of luck in everything he does
next—from spending time with his beloved
family, to teaching his children the art of hunt-
ing and fishing, to setting out on his next ad-
venture.

———

COLONEL G. SCOTT TAYLOR RE-
LINQUISHES COMMAND OF THE
FORT IRWIN ARMY GARRISON

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the contributions of U.S. Army Colonel
G. Scott Taylor, who will relinquish command
of the Fort Irwin Garrison on July 12, 2017.
Colonel Taylor is leaving for his next duty as-
signment as the Assistant Chief of Staff, G—
3—Operations for the 8th Army in Camp Hum-
phrey, South Korea.

I've had the pleasure of interacting with
Colonel Taylor the past two years, during
which time | saw the passion he possesses for
his soldiers and his support for the vital train-
ing mission of Fort Irwin and the National
Training Center. Colonel Taylor was a driving
force behind efforts to improve combat readi-
ness and the quality of life for soldiers under
his command. His work culminated in $6.4 mil-
lion in improvements to barracks on the instal-
lation, and his leadership resulted in the repair
of essential base infrastructure that was se-
verely damaged by flooding.

In addition to thanking Colonel Taylor for his
service at Fort Irwin, | would also like to rec-
ognize his outstanding military career. Colonel
Taylor is a decorated combat veteran with
over 25 years of service, which includes three
combat deployments. | wish Colonel Taylor
and his family the best of luck as they embark
on a new chapter at Camp Humphrey, but
they will be sorely missed back home in the
California desert.

———

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNUAL
FULTON COUNTY OFFICE FOR
AGING SENIOR PICNIC

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the 30th Annual Fulton
County Office for Aging Senior Picnic.

Since its inception in 1987, the Fulton Coun-
ty Office for Aging Senior Picnic has brought
our community together to celebrate our sen-
ior citizens. The Senior Picnic features food
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and entertainment for people of all ages, high-
lighting the Office’s year-round work for Fulton
County seniors. As with many of the Office’s
programs, the Senior Picnic depends on the
dedication and tireless efforts of volunteers
from our community.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, | want
to thank the Fulton County Office for Aging for
its vital service to our seniors. The Office pro-
vides programs and information to help our
seniors in key areas like healthcare, employ-
ment, and legal services. We are grateful to
the Office for their continuing commitment to
our elderly population, and wish them all the
best on their 30th Annual Senior Picnic.

ED McBRIDE

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of the late Ed
McBride, a United States Navy World War I
veteran who proudly served our nation aboard
the USS Martin and the USS Athene.

After his service to our country, Mr. McBride
became a self-employed contractor for 45
years and worked at the former New York
Shipyard in Camden, New Jersey and Sun
Shipyard in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Mr. McBride’s commitment to our nation and
community continued long after his active duty
service in the U.S. Navy.

Mr. McBride was also a life member of the
Berlin, New Jersey Veterans of Foreign Wars
and a member of American Legion Post 311
in Atco, New Jersey.

Mr. McBride served his community for 22
years as a member of the Camden County
Fire Police, was a life member of the
Tansboro Fire Company, held the post of civil
defense director for the Township of Winslow,
and was past president and member of the
Berlin, New Jersey Lions Club.

In addition to his volunteer endeavors, Ed
McBride enjoyed a number of hobbies and ac-
tivities including: cabinetry, camping, golfing
and fishing.

Mr. Speaker, Ed McBride was an exemplary
citizen with a devotion to public service, com-
mitment, and hard work. | invite you to join me
in honoring the memory of this great man.

———

IN HONOR OF COLONEL STEVEN J.
OWENS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Colonel Steven
J. Owens on his retirement from the United
States Army after 30 years of service to our
country. An esteemed and respected member
of the Army Medical Service Corps, Colonel
Owens most recently served as the Deputy Di-
rector for Reserve Affairs at the Office of the
Surgeon General. In this capacity, he was in-
strumental in driving policy to improve the ca-
pability of the Army to recruit and retain high
quality providers to care for our Nations
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Daughters and Sons. He also played an inte-
gral role in strengthening the relationship be-
tween Army National Guard and the Army Re-
serve medical communities.

Colonel Owens distinguished career began
with the Virginia Army National Guard in 1987,
and included time at Ft. Belvoir, VA; Camp
Robinson, VA; Ft. Pickett, VA; Ft. A.P. Hill,
VA; Joint Force Headquarters, VA; the Na-
tional Guard Bureau; Fort Sam Houston, TX;
and the Office of the Surgeon General. During
this time, he deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. During his time in
Iraq, he served as the | Corps MNCI and USFI
liaison to the Iragi Army Surgeon. In that role,
he performed the medical portion of counter-
insurgency training for hundreds of America’s
service members and advised the Iragi Army
Surgeon on methods to increase capabilities
to provide care to the Iraqi Soldiers, and to im-
prove recruitment and retention of providers in
the Iragi Army.

As Colonel Owens embarks on a new chap-
ter in life, it is my hope that he may recall,
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment, the outstanding contributions he has
made to the Office of the Surgeon General,
the Virginia Army National Guard and to the
United States Army. | would like to send him
my best wishes for continued success in his
future endeavors.

HONORING DOROTHA WHITE
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor, Dorotha White, who passed away on
Monday, July 3, 2017 in Henry County.

Mrs. White was born in New Lisbon, Ohio
on December 27, 1916. After graduating from
New Lisbon High School in 1934, she at-
tended Dayton Conservatory of Music where
she studied piano, organ, and accordion. She
graced others with her talent for music by pro-
viding private piano lessons in New Castle, In-
diana and played various instruments well into
her nineties. In addition to her musical pur-
suits, Mrs. White helped run a successful dairy
farm with her husband in New Castle and was
very involved within the community and poli-
tics. She had a profound impact on countless
Hoosiers, and her life should be an inspiration
to all.

Mrs. White was a life member of the New
Lisbon Christian Church and Henry County
Historical Society, a founding member of the
Henry County Saddle Club, a member of the
Live & Learn Club, Indiana Jersey Cattle Club,
the Brown Road Club, the Lenba Club of
Henry County, the P.E.O—Chapter AD, and
the Altruistic Literary Club.

She served as the Council President on the
Henry County Council and was a member of
the Henry County GOP Club. Her years spent
as a dedicated public servant will always be
remembered and appreciated by the commu-
nity.

Mrs. White was predeceased by her hus-
band of 57 years, Robert; her parents; a
brother, Delbert (Virginia) Hoover; and a sis-
ter, Betty Ann (Donald) Moore. She is survived
by her sons, Stephen (Sharon) White and
David (Susanne) White; her grandchildren
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Bradley (Deena) White, John (Susan) White,
Amy (Jim) Byrum, and Christina (David)
Whitesell; ten great-grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchildren to whom | give my
deepest sympathies.

IN RECOGNITION OF MARCIA
BOYLE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the outstanding leadership of Marcia
Boyle, a rare disease advocate who has dedi-
cated the past four decades of her life to help-
ing people impacted by primary immuno-
deficiency diseases. This mission was not a
path Marcia would have chosen herself. Rath-
er, this mission chose her, and she has re-
sponded with full vigor to improve life for not
only her own son but for countless other peo-
ple in the United States and world impacted
by one of the more than 300 forms of primary
immunodeficiency diseases, or PI.

Thankfully, as a result of Marcia’s leader-
ship, the world today is a much brighter place
for people with PI, though a number of
changes remain to be addressed. Marcia first
started to become a rare disease advocate
when her son John became seriously ill in the
late 1970s. John would later be diagnosed
with a form of Pl and had received the appro-
priate medical treatment, life-sustaining ther-
apy he continues utilizing today.

Marcia recognized the deep need for people
like John and their families and continued to
make a difference for the entire community
even though her child and family were taken
care of. This led to Marcia’s founding of the
Immune Deficiency Foundation, an operation
she ran out of her kitchen. For a dozen years
Marcia worked as a full-time volunteer founder
and leader of the organization before embark-
ing on another career in leading development
positions at Johns Hopkins Medicine.

Over the past several years, Marcia has sig-
nificantly expanded the scope, staff and pro-
gramming of the IDF to reach more persons in
need. This includes working with the leading
clinicians and scientists in the field to publish
evidence-based guides for other clinicians, for
parents and for patients. She had served on
the board of the National Health Council and
has been seen as a national and global leader
of the patient advocacy or voluntary health
community.

Mr. Speaker, | know many in the PI commu-
nity are saddened by Marcia’s retirement later
this summer. To say Marcia has done the job
well would be an understatement, and she
may have a successor but certainly not a re-
placement. I'm pleased that Marcia will con-
tinue her service to IDF as a volunteer and
member of the board of trustees, and am con-
fident that she will continue to help lead this
community for decades to come.

July 11, 2017
CLARENCE B. JONES

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Clarence B. Jones, a towering
civil rights figure and advocate for equality and
justice. On June 6, 2017, family, friends and
community members will gather for the renam-
ing of the Palmyra High School Library and
dedication of the newly created Dr. Clarence
B. Jones Institute for Social Advocacy as a
tribute to Dr. Jones.

Dr. Jones was born in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania on January 8, 1931. He attended Pal-
myra High School in Palmyra, situated in New
Jersey’s First Congressional District, where he
graduated valedictorian of his class in 1949.
Dr. Jones’ valedictorian speech, entitled “To-
morrow a Better World,” called for breaking
down racial barriers and marked the beginning
of a life that would involve civil rights activism.

After high school, Dr. Jones attended Co-
lumbia University, served the United States
military during the Korean Conflict, and grad-
uated from Boston University’s School of Law.

In 1960, after practicing law for a few years,
Dr. Jones became the attorney and trusted
advisor to iconic civil rights leader, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

In 1963, Dr. Jones played a vital role orga-
nizing and planning the historic March on
Washington, D.C. alongside Dr. King. Dr.
Jones also co-authored the “I Have a Dream”
speech, regarded as the most notable civil
rights address in U.S. history.

Dr. Jones broke racial barriers in corporate
America, becoming the first African American
partner at a Wall Street banking investment
firm.

Dr. Clarence Jones is an honorable Amer-
ican, who has dedicated his life, voice, and
actions to civil rights, and has inspired many
to stand up for justice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in saluting
Dr. Jones for his service to our nation, his de-
votion to the civil rights movement and for his
ongoing fight for equality in our great nation.

TRIBUTE TO CATHI MILLER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Cathi Mil-
ler, a teacher at Central Academy in Des
Moines, lowa. Cathi was recently recognized
by PBS as lowa’s 2017 PBS Digital Innovator.

Each year, PBS recognizes an educator
from each state and U.S. territory who display
a knack for innovation and “outside the box”
thinking in their classroom. Cathi is an out-
standing example of these principals. She has
shown that when a teacher fully invests them-
selves in their students, the sky is the limit.
Thanks to Cathi’'s exceptional work, students
at Central Academy have the tools and skills
to succeed, both in the classroom and be-
yond.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Cathi in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
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her today for receiving this esteemed recogni-
tion. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating her on receiving this award,
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess.

——————

TRUMP’S VOTER FRAUD COMMIS-
SION IS A FRAUD AND SHOULD
BE DISBANDED NOW

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, unable to
cope with the brutal fact that he lost the pop-
ular vote to Hillary Clinton by 2.9 million votes,
the largest vote deficit of any president in
American history, Donald Trump tweeted that
he would have won the popular vote but for
“millions of people who voted illegally.”

Instead of producing any credible evidence
to support this claim, a hoax that has been re-
peatedly and decisively debunked by experts,
the President doubled down and issued an
Executive Order establishing the “Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity”
(PACEI), appointing Kris Kobach, anti-immi-
gration warrior and poster-child for voter fraud
conspiratorialists everywhere, to lead the
Commission.

It would be more accurate to characterize
the PACEI as the “Presidential Advisory Com-
mission on Vote Suppression.” Voter suppres-
sion is real but the oft-repeated claim that
American elections are rife with voter fraud is
a myth.

According to a comprehensive 2014 study
published in The Washington Post, out of
more than a billion votes cast between 2000
and 2014, only 31 credible instances of imper-
sonation fraud were found, and even this tiny
number was likely inflated because the study’s
author counted not just voter fraud prosecu-
tions or convictions but all credible claims. Nu-
merous other reports have reached the same
conclusion.

Any lingering doubt regarding the true pur-
pose of the PACEI should be laid to rest by
the request made by Commissioner Kobach
on June 28, 2017 when he wrote each of the
nation’s state secretaries of state requesting
that they provide the Commission with “the full
first and last names of all registrants, middle
names or initials if available, addresses, dates
of birth, political party (if recorded in your
state), last four digits of social security number
if available, voter history (elections voted in)
from 2006 onward, active/inactive status, can-
celled status, information regarding any felony
convictions, information regarding voter reg-
istration in another state, information regarding
military status, and overseas citizen informa-
tion.”

The information requested by the Commis-
sion will not prevent voter fraud. It will violate
rather than protect voter privacy.

And it will make it easier to craft legislation
and devise campaign strategies intended to
suppress the vote in urban clusters and
among targeted demographic groups, particu-
larly minority voters.

It is important that all voters, and the people
of the 18th Congressional District of Texas
whom | am privileged to represent, be fully
protected.
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While supplying only public voter information
may seem secure, the sad fact is that it is not.
There is no publicly accessible database of
voter registration information in any of the 50
states or the District of Columbia.

That is because information of this kind is
protected from public disclosure under the set-
tled principle of ‘collective privacy’ recognized
by the Supreme Court in the landmark deci-
sion of NAACP v. Alabama, 377 U.S. 288, 84
S. Ct. 1302, 12 L. Ed. 2d 325 (1964), which
held that compelled disclosure of affiliation
with groups engaged in advocacy may con-
stitute an impermissible chilling effect on the
freedom of association guaranteed by the First
Amendment, a holding that has been affirmed
repeatedly.

Accordingly, neither Texas nor any state
can, consistent with the U.S. Constitution, sup-
ply the voter information requested by the
PACEI.

Indeed, if the information sought was as
public in nature as PACEI contends, there
simply would be no need for it to request the
information from state governments.

Trump’s voter suppression commission is a
solution in search of a problem.

Contrary to what Trump and Kobach would
have the public believe, American elections
are not rife with widespread voter fraud. Stud-
ies have shown that it is more likely an Amer-
ican “will be struck by lightning than that he
will impersonate another voter at the polls.”

No, the major ill affecting our election sys-
tem is not that too many people vote due to
voter fraud, but that too many people are pre-
vented from voting due to vote suppression
schemes such as discriminatory photo identi-
fication requirements, curtailment of early vot-
ing, too few polling stations leading to long
lines and excessive wait times, and purging of
election rolls.

Even in the wholly unimaginable event that
the commission created by Donald Trump and
led by Kris Kobach could be trusted enough
for states to cooperate by sharing their voter
data, there is no reasonable basis for assum-
ing that information would be kept secure and
the privacy of voters protected.

Recent cyberattacks have made clear the
vulnerability of large central databases to
cyberattack. An information security breach at
the Department of Veterans Affairs com-
promised sensitive personal data of 26.5 mil-
lion persons and cost the VA between $100
million to $500 million to remediate; another
occurring at the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment impacted 22 million current and former
federal employees, many of whom held sen-
sitive security clearances; and the attack on
Yahoo, the mother of all security breaches, re-
sulted in 1.5 billion user accounts being com-
promised.

Because large centralized databases are
targets of opportunities for criminals, terrorists,
and foreign adversaries, it would be the height
of recklessness for Texas or any state to pro-
vide the PACEI with personal information of
millions of persons via unsecured email to be
stored in undersecured databases on under-
secured servers.

One of the biggest strengths of the Amer-
ican election system is its decentralized na-
ture.

Aggregating all voter data into one central-
ized database with questionable security pro-
tections makes that data highly vulnerable to
a cyberattack that could lead to the personal

E957

information of hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans being stolen and misused.

Voter privacy and the integrity of the secret
ballot are integral to American democracy.
Voter privacy rights should and must be pro-
tected.

This is especially true since we know for
certain that adversaries like Russia are ac-
tively involved in cyberwarfare campaigns to
undermine our democracy.

There is no denying that our election system
is under assault, but not in the way Trump
imagines.

Instead of wasting taxpayer money to fund
an investigation into voter fraud, which is as
mythical as a unicorn, American democracy
would be better served by focusing on and
correcting the real problem with our elec-
tions—voter suppression and external, illegal,
and international interference in our national
elections.

| am not opposed to employing reasonable,
legitimate, and workable means to safeguard
the integrity of our electoral system and to
protect the precious right to vote. But Trump’s
Presidential Advisory Commission on Election
Integrity is incapable of doing either and thus
should be disbanded and dissolved imme-
diately.

———

RECOGNIZING THE UPPER
PENINSULA CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize the Upper Peninsula Champion-
ship Rodeo upon the occasion of its 50th An-
niversary. We Michiganders are so proud of
the rodeo’s half-century of world-class enter-
tainment, turnkey production, and commitment
to confronting domestic violence.

This tradition began in 1968 to showcase
the rich agricultural production and culture of
the Upper Peninsula. Originally established as
the “Iron River Area Championship Rodeo,”
the name was changed to “Upper Peninsula
Championship Rodeo” when Michigan state
Senator Joe Mack introduced a resolution pro-
claiming Iron River to be the “Rodeo Capital
of the Upper Peninsula.” To anyone who visits
the wonderful city of Iron River, it is imme-
diately clear that the bustling community takes
great pride in hosting the only professional
rodeo in Michigan.

Throughout its proud history, the Upper Pe-
ninsula Championship Rodeo has featured
some of the First District’'s greatest musicians,
athletes, and citizens of the last half-century.
The rodeo consistently brings folks from
across Northern Michigan and the Upper Pe-
ninsula together to enjoy a weekend of com-
munity, culture, and competition. Moreover,
each year, the economic benefits brought to
Iron River cannot be understated as thou-
sands of people travel to the region. The
Upper Peninsula Championship Rodeo is
about more than just competition, it's a chari-
table event committed to bringing public
awareness to the issue of domestic violence.
By raising money for local organizations work-
ing to better our communities, the rodeo has
set a positive example of what can be
achieved when a social event becomes a
force for good in the community.
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Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate the
Upper Peninsula Championship Rodeo for 50
years of entertainment and community service.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such a dynamic
event and | look forward to enjoying the ro-
deo’s continued success and dedication.

——————

SEAN HAYS
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Senior Chief Petty Officer Sean Hays
of the United States Coast Guard on the occa-
sion of his retirement from active duty.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Hays was born
and raised in Ocean City, New Jersey, and in
1997, enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard.

Following the completion of his U.S. Coast
Guard training, Sean Hays served the U.S.
Coast Guard with distinction, earning pro-
motions, honors and greater responsibilities.
Sean Hays would serve as Petty Officer First
Class/Second Class, in which his teams co-
ordinated search and rescue missions, con-
ducted narcotics detection, enforced immigra-
tion laws, managed fisheries, and enforced
federal boating laws on waterways.

The U.S. Coast Guard would promote Sean
Hays to the rank of Chief Petty Officer/Petty
Officer First Class and ultimately, Senior Chief
Petty Officer, the rank he’d earned before and
until the time of his retirement.

In his role as Senior Chief Petty Officer,
Sean Hays served as officer-in-charge and in
command of U.S. Coast Guard Station Phila-
delphia, managing personnel and resources
relative to maritime law enforcement for the
Greater Philadelphia Port region.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in thank-
ing Senior Chief Petty Officer Sean Hays for
decades of commitment to serving and pro-
tecting the United States of America and its in-
terests, and in wishing him well in his retire-
ment.

RECOGNIZING THE GENEROSITY
OF NORTHEAST GEORGIA

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the generosity of my
friends and neighbors in northeast Georgia.

Fueled by a passion for service, northeast
Georgians recently donated 15,000 pounds of
food to the Georgia Mountain Food Bank. Ev-
eryday citizens made this incredible donation
possible, and, in total, they donated a little
more than $25,000 to feed the homeless men
and women in their community.

Their giving spirit reminds me of what | love
most about my Georgia home: the people. For
so many of my neighbors, kindness is second
nature. They never hesitate to help each other
out in a time of need.

We have a duty to be aware of the needs
in our community and to respond with com-
passion. After all, as long as we’re with friends
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and neighbors, giving back is really just shar-
ing.

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE
BONNIE PANNELL

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise to honor the life of
my personal friend and former Sacramento
City Councilwoman, Bonnie Pannell. Bonnie
passed away on June 27th of this year at the
age of 68. | ask my colleagues to join me in
tribute to Bonnie’s truly remarkable life, which
she dedicated to public service and activism
within her community.

Bonnie served Sacramento as a member of
its City Council for sixteen years, fighting tire-
lessly on behalf of the communities of
Meadowview, Parkway, North Laguna Creek,
and Jacinto Creek. | was honored to work
alongside Bonnie in providing flood protection,
efficient public transportation, and other es-
sential services for our shared constituents.
She was incredibly dedicated to the people
she represented, and her partnership was in-
valuable on numerous initiatives, such as ex-
tending Sacramento Regional Transit's Light
Rail to Cosumnes River College and opening
the Valley Hi-North Laguna Library.

Bonnie was the model of what a true public
servant should aspire to be. She knew and
loved her constituents, she never lost sight of
what was best for them, and she was con-
stantly striving to provide her community with
the best resources and opportunities available.
The entire Sacramento community suffered a
blow when Bonnie was diagnosed with pri-
mary progressive aphasia, which forced her to
step down from office. | can think of no more
fitting tribute to her than what the people of
Sacramento did to mark Bonnie’s retirement—
naming a central and beloved community cen-
ter in her district the Samuel and Bonnie
Pannell Meadowview Community Center. This
building, the people and families it serves, and
the community in which it is located all remind
us that we were honored to be in and experi-
ence the presence of Bonnie Pannell.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life of the Honorable Bonnie
Pannell. | will miss her professionally, and like
so many in my beloved hometown of Sac-
ramento, | will miss her personally.

———
INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE RESO-
LUTION DISAPPROVING OF

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE COM-
MITTEE INSCRIPTION OF HE-
BRON AS A PALESTINIAN WORLD
HERITAGE SITE IN DANGER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a House Resolution disapproving of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCOQO’s) World Her-
itage Committee Inscription of the ancient city
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of Hebron as a Palestinian World Heritage
Site in Danger. A UNESCO resolution inscrib-
ing Hebron was approved at the end of last
week, and is the latest in a regrettable trend
at the United Nations (UN). Truly, it seems as
if every time | turn around the UN or one of
its agencies is pursuing a radical anti-Israel
agenda.

In recognizing Hebron as a Palestinian
World Heritage Site, UNESCO has once again
attempted to rewrite Jewish history out of
world history. In the past year, the UN has
adopted resolutions that have omitted Jewish
identity from the Temple Mount, named for the
location of the Jewish Temple two thousand
years ago, and also chastised Israel for plant-
ing ‘fake Jewish graves’ in the vicinity. This is
ridiculous and bordering on anti-Semitism.

The resolution on Hebron is no different. At
the center of Ancient Hebron lays the Cave of
the Patriarchs, a shrine that is holy to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims, and recognized as
the burial place of the Patriarchs and Matri-
archs of the Jewish people, Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and Leah. It is the
second most holy site in Judaism, behind only
the Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount,
where the ancient Jewish Temple stood more
than two thousand years ago.

The Cave of the Patriarchs sits within a
compound constructed by Herod, an ancient
King of Judea during the Second Temple Pe-
riod, when it served as a place for Jewish
prayers at the grave sites of the Patriarchs
and Matriarchs of Judaism. When the city of
Hebron was conquered 700 years ago by the
Mamluks, the compound was converted into a
mosque and Jews were prohibited from enter-
ing. Thus was the case for nearly 700 years,
until the city of Hebron was liberated by Israeli
forces during the Six-Day War in 1967 and re-
established as a place where all religions
could worship.

This history is important, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee
does not appear to care about it. But | do. We
do. All of us in this body understand the im-
portance of world heritage. The UN does itself
a great disservice when it allows these revi-
sionist measures to move forward.

Even as wars and humanitarian disasters
rage across the globe, the UN remains relent-
less in its anti-Israel agenda. | therefore felt it
necessary to introduce this resolution today
disapproving of UNESCO’s inscription of He-
bron and its Cave of the Patriarchs as a Pal-
estinian World Heritage Site in Danger, and
calling on this body to reject any anti-Israel
measure that may follow. | ask that it be given
immediate consideration.

WILLIAM “BILL” C. PACKER III
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of William “Bill” C. Packer Il
who passed away April 16, 2017. He was a
husband, father, community leader and dedi-
cated public servant.

Raised in Brooklawn, New Jersey, Bill was
the oldest of six children. He graduated from
Gloucester City High School and continued his
education at Camden County Vocational and
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Technical School in Industrial Chemistry, as
well as Rutgers University where he studied
Advanced Wastewater Treatment. He later
earmned numerous licenses for water and
sewer system operations.

Bill’s extensive career started in 1964, as
the Superintendent of the Water and Sewer
Department for the bough of Brooklawn. He
moved to several boroughs in the surrounding
areas including; City of Gloucester, Borough of
Buena, Borough of National Park and the Bor-
ough of Wenonah. Bill also was an instructor
at Camden County Technical School and
taught at Rutgers University.

Bill Packer is also an American hero, having
served in the New Jersey National Guard from
1965 through 1967.

Bill would continue to serve his community
in various positions—as Mayor of Westville
from 1997 to 2006, as councilman from 2011
to 2014, as Assistant Fire Chief, Chairman of
the Board of Fire Commissioners for the
Westville Fire District, President of Region VI
of the New Jersey Public Works Association,
member of the Board of Trustees for the New
Jersey Water Association, president and mem-
ber of the Westville Lions Club, the Gloucester
County Mayor’s Association, and the Glouces-
ter County College Board of Trustees.

Mr. Packer alongside his wife of fifty years
raised a family of six children. He enjoyed
playing the xylophone for the Broomall String
Band, serving as umpire and coach for his
children’s baseball and soccer leagues. His ul-
timate joy was creating memories with his
family.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. William “Bill” C. Packer
exemplified exceptional dedication to public
service and volunteerism. | ask you to join me
in honoring the memory of this great Amer-
ican.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. PAUL
VOERTMAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Paul Voertman, the former owner of
the iconic Voertman’s Bookstore on Fry Street
in Denton, Texas. In addition to his business
interests, Mr. Voertman also was a patron of
the arts, a humanitarian, and a philanthropist.

Mr. Voertman grew up near the University of
North Texas and attended the UNT Dem-
onstration School from kindergarten through
twelfth grade. He received his undergraduate
degree in economics at the University of
Texas at Austin. Upon graduation, he entered
the U.S. Air Force. While on active duty in
Germany, his father passed away and he re-
turned to Denton to take over his father’'s gen-
eral store. Over time, Voertman transformed
the store into a well-known cultural landmark
renowned for its high-quality wares, reason-
able prices, and excellent customer service.
Countless students at UNT and Texas Wom-
an’s University purchased their textbooks, spir-
it wear, and more at Voertman’s.

Mr. Voertman generously contributed to the
arts for more than 60 years and was one of
UNT’s most generous benefactors. In Denton,
he sponsored prizes for Texas art organiza-
tions, commissioned locally-produced art
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works, and established juried art competitions
at UNT and TWU, which still continue today.
The Voertman-Ardoin Memorial Scholarship
assists first-generation college students at
UNT, and the Ardoin-Voertman Endowment
Fund supports the College of Visual Arts and
Design, the College of Music, and the College
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.

Mr. Voertman also gave significant financial
backing to TWU’s Chancellor’s Circle, scholar-
ships, and athletics. He was a patron of com-
munity organizations, including the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Children’s Horne, the
Monsignor King Homeless Outreach Center,
and the Denton Community Health Clinic.

| would like to express my sincere condo-
lences to Mr. Voertman’s family and friends.
He will be remembered for his business acu-
men, cultural contributions, and selfless gen-
erosity to the Denton community.

———

FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church on 100 years of service and
dedication to the Indianapolis community. As
we celebrate its centennial on July 9, 2017, |
extend my gratitude to Pastor Ronald Cov-
ington and First Lady Kim Covington for their
leadership of this community.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church first
opened its doors on the west side of Indianap-
olis in 1917, under the leadership of Reverend
B.T. Westbrook. Since then, Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church has gone above and
beyond to enrich our community through its
youth programs and extensive charitable work,
including the redevelopment of the Friendship
Westside Center for Excellence.

Mr. Speaker, | would once again like to con-
gratulate Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
on their 100th anniversary. | am proud to
know that organizations such as Friendship
Missionary are flourishing and strengthening
our community.

————

CONGRATULATING SING TAO
NEWPAPERS

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise to congratulate Sing Tao
Newspapers on 52 years of providing extraor-
dinary news coverage from its New York
branch office.

As one of the oldest and most widely read
news sources in the Chinese community, Sing
Tao Daily was first published in 1938. Pro-
viding in-depth reporting and updates from all
corners of the world, Sing Tao Daily allows
Chinese citizens living abroad to remain con-
nected with global, national and local cov-
erage. For a number of Chinese residents of
my district in the Lower East Side of New York
City, Sing Tao Daily serves as that connec-
tion.
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Through engagement in local communities,
the paper is always working to give back by
supporting local arts and cultural events.

| congratulate Sing Tao Newspapers for a
long history of publishing first-class news cov-
erage. | wish all the staff and journalists many
more successful years to come.

MAE KRIER

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a staunch supporter of U.S. efforts
during the Second World War, Ms. Mae Krier
of Levittown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
across the river from my Congressional Dis-
trict in Southern New Jersey.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, when
American men were forced to leave their jobs
for the battlefield, Mae Krier, who was 17
years old at the time, courageously left home
herself, and joined other women to work in
factories that supported the U.S. military dur-
ing time of conflict.

Mae, her sister, and a friend worked at a
Boeing plant in Seattle, where 17,000 B-17s
and B—29s were built between 1942 and 1945.

Mae is quoted as saying about her service
to the U.S., “Hitler thought American women
were soft and that we could not produce be-
cause we were more concerned about shop-
ping and keeping the house. We showed him
what American women are really made of.”

Since the 1980s, Mae Krier has stood as a
symbol of women’s strength and resolve, dis-
pelling notions that strength and bravery are
traits exclusive to men.

| ask you to join me in saluting and thanking
Mae Krier for her contributions to our country
during the Second World War and her self-
lessness to provide for our country in a time
of need.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
regarding a missed vote due to a meeting with
a constituent. Had | been present for Roll Call
vote No. 341, on H. Res. 3003 on Ordering
the Previous Question, | would have voted
Yea.

———

RECOGNIZING PAUL LARKIN’S
90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor Paul Larkin as he celebrates his 90th
birthday on July 4, 1927.

A native of Bloomington, lllinois, Paul en-
listed in the lllinois National Guard following
his graduation from Normal Community High
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School. He was then transferred to the U.S.
Army, where he served as a Staff Sergeant in
the U.S. Army Signal Corp. during the Korean
War. Staff Sergeant Larkin, a bronze star re-
cipient, separated from the service after the
signing of the armistice in 1953. Upon his re-
turn home, Paul raised his four children along-
side his wife, Helen, and managed the family’s
160 acre farm.

Following his decorated military career, Paul
continues to serve others by volunteering in
the Normal, lllinois community. As a man of
faith, he served on the Epiphany Catholic
Church’s first school board. He also is an ac-
tive member of The Knights of Columbus. At
age 90, Paul still resides on the family farm
and enjoys spending time with his twelve
grandchildren and twenty-two grandchildren.

Paul Larkin has dutifully served his nation
and continues to proudly serve his family and
community. | thank Paul for his service, and |
hope he has a happy birthday.

——————

HONORING TERESA REYNOSO DE
GONZALEZ

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a special person in my district, Teresa
Reynoso de Gonzalez.

Mrs. Reynoso de Gonzalez and her family
have contributed enormously to our commu-
nity through their efforts in founding and ex-
panding the Northgate Gonzalez markets in
California. This month, Mrs. Reynoso de Gon-
zalez celebrates her 90th birthday.

Mrs. Reynoso de Gonzalez was born in
Jalostotitlan, Jalisco Mexico on July 2, 1927
and emigrated to the United States in 1976,
where she has served as a loving figure and
role model to our community as the co-owner
of Northgate Market.

Her leadership of Northgate Market has al-
lowed her family to serve the larger Latino
population of Southern California, providing af-
fordable and quality foods and services at
over thirty locations and offering a taste of
home for the many families that visit Northgate
Market with Latino products, culture, and lan-
guage.

Mrs. Reynoso de Gonzalez and her family’s
philanthropic efforts extend even further
through the Gonzalez Reynoso Family Foun-
dation, which supports neighborhood schools,
sports teams, and other events. They have
also been instrumental in uplifting the hard-
working immigrant community and fostering in-
valuable memories, such as organizing Christ-
mas gifts for children and hosting reunion
meals for local families.

| want to thank Mrs. Reynoso de Gonzalez
for the love she has offered so freely. Today,
| join my district in recognizing the impact Mrs.
Reynoso de Gonzalez has made on the lives
she has touched, and wish her a very happy
and blessed 90th birthday.
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ALFRED C. ASHLEY III
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Fire Captain Alfred C. Ashley llI
on the occasion of his retirement from the
Camden Fire Department in New Jersey’s
First Congressional District.

Captain Ashley was born and raised in
Camden, New Jersey. In 1984, he graduated
from Camden Catholic High School. In 1987,
he joined the Camden Fire Department.

Following the completion of his training at
the fire academy, he had many assignments.
Arguably, his favorite assignment was Engine
7 on Kaighn Avenue in the City of Camden.
After years of hard work and dedication, he
earned the promotion of Fire Captain in April
2001.

Captain Ashley was also a vital part of the
Camden Fire Officers Union—IAFF Local
2578. In 2009 he was elected Union Presi-
dent, during which he supported negotiations
to fair contracts and maintaining workplace
safety for members of the Camden Fire Offi-
cers Union.

Captain Ashley’s last assignment before his
retirement was Ladder Company 2—2 Platoon.
After 29 years of service, Captain Ashley re-
tired from the Camden Fire Department on
December 31, 2016.

He has one daughter, Zakia, who is his
pride and joy. He looks forward to spending
more time with her, riding motorcycles and
cooking for family and friends.

| ask you to join me in thanking Captain Al-
fred C. Ashley lll for his service to the City of
Camden’s Fire Department and for his dedica-
tion to the people he helped each and every
day at work and throughout his career.

—————

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL “MATT”
PATRICK RYAN

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
rise to recognize the life and faith of my friend
and local Houston radio favorite, Michael
“Matt” Patrick Ryan.

Convinced at a young age that he was
called to a life in the radio industry, Matt Pat-
rick began his career by spinning records at a
small New York radio station. After hosting
radio programs in New York, Indiana, and
Ohio, his career finally brought him to the
great state of Texas in 2011.

Matt quickly became a favorite among his
listeners with his no-nonsense way of inform-
ing and entertaining his audiences. A well-
known name in Houston, Matt anchored the
morning news on KTRH and hosted the syn-
dicated Matt Patrick Show every afternoon on
KPRC. For his talents in the “theatre of the
mind,” Matt received national recognition as a
two-time Radio and Television Broadcasters
Hall of Fame inductee.

In addition to his nearly 40-year career in
radio, Matt was often a contributor on Fox 26
Houston, where he discussed politics and de-
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bated current events with local activists and
public officials.

Matt's straight talking attitude and strong
conservative values guided him through his
broadcasting career and defined him as an in-
dividual. Never shying away from fighting for
his beliefs, Matt’s passion and dedication to
defending the constitution inspired countless
listeners, known as Patrick’s Patriots.

In September of 2015, Matt faced a new
challenge: he was diagnosed with stage IV
Melanoma. True to his no-nonsense nature,
Matt decided to share his struggle with his lis-
teners, and on July 5th, his six year anniver-
sary at KTRH, he announced that he had ex-
hausted all standard of treatment options.

Following his announcement, his co-workers
and radio listeners from across Texas joined
together in an outpouring of support that Matt
called “breathtaking and humbling.”

Constantly supported by his best friend and
wife, Paula; his children, Lexa, Alanna, and
Jake; his sisters, Maureen Shell and Colleen
Ryan Neubauer; his parents, John and Marie
Drummond; his father-in-law and mother-in-
law, John and Cindy Parker; and his sister-in-
law, Dawn Parker; Matt’'s unwavering moral
compass and complete faith in God served as
an example to his friends, his community, and
his listeners.

It is my honor to join Matt’s family, friends,
and listeners to recognize his lifetime of serv-
ice and his steadfast faith. On Sunday, July 9,
Matt’s battle with cancer ended. Matt’s life was
an inspiration to all who heard him, and he will
be sorely missed.

———

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF
THE STORE AT REBUILDING TO-
GETHER SARATOGA COUNTY

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the opening of The Store
at Rebuilding Together Saratoga County.

Founded in 2003 by the Larkin Family of
Saratoga Springs, Rebuilding Together Sara-
toga County is an inspiring example of our
community coming together to support its
members in need. The organization works with
low-income homeowners to provide necessary
home repairs and safety updates at no cost to
the homeowner. Due in large part to their
dedicated team of local volunteers, Rebuilding
Together Saratoga County continues to
strengthen our community by ensuring that our
citizens can live safely and independently in
their homes.

The opening of The Store is an important
development for Rebuilding Together Saratoga
County. The revenue from its sales will directly
contribute to the organization’s projects and
operations, allowing them to reach even more
people in need.

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, | want
to thank Rebuilding Together Saratoga County
for their incredible service. We are grateful for
their commitment to bringing our community
together, and wish them all the best on the
opening of The Store.
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RECOGNIZING CARLY WINTERS

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Carly Winters, one of
my Hall County neighbors and a high school
basketball player. Carly was recently selected
for a spot on the USA Student Athlete World
Games Tour, where she will be representing
the U.S. as part of the women’s basketball
team.

Carly has played basketball as part of the
East Hall Varsity team since she was a fresh-
man. Last year, her team selected her to lead
them as team captain.

We can all look up to Carly because she
doesn’t confine her diligence to the court. In-
stead, her diligence extends to her studies
and relationships.

Carly is an honors student who routinely in-
vests in others. People say that she is the
type of person others want to see succeed.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to highlight this
young woman’s achievement, and | look for-
ward to seeing what more she will accomplish,
both on the court and in her other endeavors.

JOSE BRACERO
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor United States Army and New Jersey
National Guard veteran, Mr. Jose Bracero of
Camden in New Jersey’s First Congressional
District.

Mr. Bracero was born in Brooklyn, New
York, and raised in Camden. In 1999 he grad-
uated from Camden County Technical School.
He then joined the U.S. Army in 2001 and was
stationed at Fort Drum, 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, assigned to 1/32 Infantry Regiment Unit.

Jose Bracero’s assignments included a six
month peace keeping mission in Kosovo from
2001 to 2002, and a one year deployment to
Iraq from 2003 to 2004. After he was honor-
ably discharged from the Army, Jose Bracero
served four years in the New Jersey National
Guard.

Even after his formal service to the United
States military ended, Mr. Bracero’s contribu-
tions to our country continue. In 2010, Jose
Bracero started working on behalf work as an
outreach coordinator with New Jersey’s home-
less veteran population as a mission to serve
veterans continued in his case manager for
Projects for Assistance in Transition. In 2012,
Jose Bracero’s Soldier On, a private non-profit
organization committed to ending veteran
homelessness.

Additionally, Mr. Bracero serves as a liaison
to multiple non-profits, faith-based organiza-
tions, and local police departments to improve
the quality of life for Southern New Jersey vet-
erans with housing needs. He can often be
found at train stations, airports, soup kitchens
and shelters, working to connect veterans to
housing opportunities.

Jose Bracero is an honorable American,
having served our great nation in a time of
war, and merits our collective appreciation.
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| ask you to join me in saluting and thanking
Jose Bracero for his service to our country
and his ongoing commitment to our nation’s
veterans.

———

HONORING NAVY REAR ADMIRAL
VINCENT L. GRIFFITH IN CELE-
BRATION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cel-
ebrate the career of Navy Rear Admiral Vin-
cent L. Griffith, in commemoration of his retire-
ment.

Admiral Griffith has a lifetime of leadership
and commitment within the United States
Navy. Prior to assuming his position as direc-
tor of the Defense Logistics Agency Logistics
Operations, he served as commander for the
Naval Supply Systems Command Global Lo-
gistics Support. He has served several sea
tours, including on a submarine, the USS
Stonewall Jackson, and two aircraft carriers,
the USS Saratoga and USS John C. Stennis.
All of these assignments are only a small
glimpse at a long career of dedicated service.

Admiral Griffith graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from Berry
College in 1981. He was commissioned in
1982 through Officer Candidate School as an
ensign in the Navy Supply Corps. He received
a master of business administration degree
from the George Washington University and
completed Emory University’s Goizueta Grad-
uate School of Management’'s Advanced Ex-
ecutive Business Program and the Navy Cor-
porate Business Course at University of Vir-
ginia, Darden School of Business. His per-
sonal awards include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, three Legions of Merit, the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, three Meri-
torious Service Medals, five Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medals, the Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and the
Expert Rifle and Pistol Medal.

| am honored to congratulate Admiral Griffith
on his long and successful career. | thank him
for the many lives that he has touched along
the way. It is for these reasons that | join Ad-
miral Griffith’s family and friends in wishing
him a blessed retirement and continued health
and happiness in the years to come.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 130TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE WORLD’S
OLDEST RODEO

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
commemorate the 130th Anniversary of The
World’s Oldest Rodeo, Arizona’s own Prescott
Rodeo. On 4th of July weekend, cowboys and
spectators gathered as they have every 4th of
July weekend since 1888 to practice an art as
old as raising cattle itself.

Few sports can compete with rodeo as a
test of reflex, skill and practical ability. Tracing
its origins to the Spanish vaquero, rodeo in
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America grew from an Arizona-based cowboy
competition into a multimillion-dollar enterprise
with hundreds of competitors. Participants har-
ness the spirit of ranchers in the American
West, combining raw athleticism with instinc-
tive knowledge and frontier toughness.

This incredible event draws nearly 27,000
people per year and allows Prescott Frontier
Days, the event’s organizer, to donate thou-
sands of dollars per year to several highly-re-
garded charities. Their dedicated organization
of committed volunteers is one of only sixteen
ever to have been inducted into the Pro
Rodeo Hall of Fame.

This storied event reflects so many of the
values that make the American West, and the
American spirit more broadly, unique and im-
portant. As we reflect on the 241st celebration
of our nation’s independence, | am proud to
applaud the great Americans of the Prescott
Rodeo and the tenacious character they em-
body.

———

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT
JOHN J. DALY

HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor one of our nation’s heroes,
First Lieutenant John J. Daly. Lieutenant Daly
was an All-American in the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision during World War Il and commanded a
parachute company in the 508th Parachute In-
fantry Regiment.

On June 6, 1944 Lieutenant Daly and his
comrades landed behind enemy lines in Nor-
mandy, France, and secured multiple bridges
of supply for the German beachfront embank-
ment.

One month later on July 4, 1944, Lieutenant
Daly gave his life attempting to take Hill 95 in
Normandy. The sacrifice of Lieutenant Daly
and so many others helped make our country
what it is today. Because of their sacrifice, we
are an independent nation that remains the
strongest beacon of freedom, hope, and pros-
perity in the world.

We owe a great debt to these members of
the Greatest Generation and honor their sac-
rifice, for without which life as we know it
would not exist. May God bless the fallen sol-
diers, veterans, and those who currently
serve, and May God bless the United States
of America.

——————

ALEX HORANZY
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor United States Army Veteran, Mr. Alex
Horanzy of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, just
across the Delaware River from my Congres-
sional District in Southern New Jersey.

Mr. Horanzy was born April 22, 1922. He
grew up with six other siblings in the
Manayunk neighborhood of Philadelphia. On
July 13, 1939, at age 17 and with his father’s
permission, he enlisted in the U.S. Army.
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After completing basic training with the 66th
Infantry Fort Meade, Maryland, Private
Horanzy requested to be shipped overseas;
he would be stationed in Oahu, Hawaii where
he was assigned to the 19th Infantry at
Schofield Barracks, later known as the 24th
Infantry Division.

On the morning of December 7, 1941, Mr.
Horanzy was jolted awake by the attack on
Pearl Harbor. Mr. Horanzy not only survived
the Pearl Harbor attack, but his unit coura-
geously fought back and protected our nation
in time of conflict. Mr. Horanzy is one of only
88 survivors of Pearl Harbor and the only sur-
vivor from the Greater Philadelphia region.

Mr. Horanzy’s military service would take
him to Australia for intensive training in jungle
fighting, and to New Guinea, where he con-
tracted malaria. Mr. Horanzy was honorably
discharged from the U.S. military in 1945.

After his military service, Mr. Horanzy at-
tended commercial art school, worked for the
Department of the Army, passed his GED test,
entered a 4-year apprenticeship for machinists
and toolmakers, and worked his way up to a
qualified assurance specialist for the Defense
Department before his retirement.

He married and had three children.

Alex Horanzy is an honorable American,
having served our great nation in a time of
war, and merits our collective appreciation.

Alex Horanzy is the living embodiment of
the Greatest Generation. | ask you to join me
in saluting and thanking Alex Horanzy for his
service to our country.

IN MEMORY OF CORPORAL FRANK
SANDOVAL

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in memory of Corporal Frank Sandoval,
a Korean War veteran who was laid to rest at
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in San
Antonio today.

Corporal Sandoval was taken as a prisoner
of war and died in a North Korean POW camp
when he was just 20 years old. His family was
notified that he was missing in 1951, and told
of his death in 1953. Sadly, at the time, Cor-
poral Sandoval's remains were misidentified
and interred at the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific in Hawaii.

Thankfully, through DNA analysis, the De-
partment of Defense was recently able to cor-
rectly identify Corporal Sandoval’s body, and
he has returned home to San Antonio after
more than 60 years.
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That Corporal Sandoval will now perma-
nently rest in San Antonio provides his family
with long-awaited closure. His sons, Alex and
Frank, who were just babies when their father
left to serve the United States overseas, have
finally had the opportunity to welcome him
home. | join the San Antonio community in
wishing the Sandoval family well and honoring
the return of a patriot who made the ultimate
sacrifice for our nation.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HARTZELL PRO-
PELLER

HON. WARREN DAVIDSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | recognize and celebrate the 100th
anniversary of Hartzell Propeller. Hartzell Pro-
peller has been a tremendous leader in avia-
tion engineering since its founding in 1917 and
it represents the best of American innovation
and entrepreneurship. Robert Hartzell founded
the company when Orville Wright suggested
he use his wood processing plant to manufac-
ture propellers for him and his brother. Since
then, the company has developed composite
and aluminum propellers for the general avia-
tion market that have broken numerous
records and received many awards.

Hartzell Propeller has provided propellers in
both world wars and successfully transitioned
into the general aviation market because of its
commitment to build the highest quality propel-
lers. The phrase “Built on Honor” is placed on
the company’s propellers to reflect their dedi-
cation to this mission. Hartzell Propeller has
had a profound impact on the history of Amer-
ican aviation and on its local community in
Piqua, Ohio and it will continue to do so for
years to come. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in celebrating the 100th anniversary of
Hartzell Propeller.

RECOGNIZING CHARLEY PRIDE,
WORLD RENOWN COUNTRY MUSI-
CIAN

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize country
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music singer, guitarist, performer, and busi-
ness owner, Charley Pride. Mr. Pride was in-
ducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in
2000 and is one of only three African Ameri-
cans to have been inducted as a member of
the Grand Ole Opry. His rise to stardom was
an amazing feat given his humble beginnings
and the obstacles he faced. Nonetheless, he
developed a passion for music that could not
be satiated. At the tender age of fourteen he
purchased his first guitar, taught himself to
play by listening to country music on the radio,
and the rest is history.

Throughout his musical career, Charley
Pride has accomplished what other artists can
only dream of: 36 #1 singles, 12 gold albums,
52 top-10 country hits, millions of records sold
worldwide, three Country Music Awards, one
Grammy Award, and becoming the first major
Black country music star.

A man of many talents, Pride also played
for the Negro American League’s Memphis
Red Sox and the East Helena Smelterites be-
fore being signed by RCA Records in 1966.
The sacrifices he made in order to craft mas-
terpieces such as “Just Between You and
Me”, “The Snakes Crawl At Night”, and “Kiss
an Angel Good Mornin” will forever pale in
comparison to the sacrifice he made by put-
ting his musical and professional baseball ca-
reers on hold to serve our country.

Despite his undeniable musical talents,
Pride faced innumerable obstacles as he—a
black man in a field predominantly occupied
by whites—pursued a career as a country mu-
sician. Despite the heartaches and the chal-
lenges, Charley Pride has become one of the
most successful artists in the history of coun-
try music. From being born in Sledge, Mis-
sissippi to a sharecropper, to becoming a spe-
cial investor and a minority owner of the
Texas Rangers, he has lived a life that his
parents could not have fathomed. Times have
changed, but the love of his three children and
his wife, Rozene, have remained consistent.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call this man my
constituent. | congratulate and thank him for
his role as a trailblazer in music and an inspi-
ration for so many. Mr. Speaker, the work and
life of Charley Pride are worth placing these
sentiments in the permanent RECORD of the
United States Congress.
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