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her today for receiving this esteemed recogni-
tion. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating her on receiving this award,
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess.

——————

TRUMP’S VOTER FRAUD COMMIS-
SION IS A FRAUD AND SHOULD
BE DISBANDED NOW

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, unable to
cope with the brutal fact that he lost the pop-
ular vote to Hillary Clinton by 2.9 million votes,
the largest vote deficit of any president in
American history, Donald Trump tweeted that
he would have won the popular vote but for
“millions of people who voted illegally.”

Instead of producing any credible evidence
to support this claim, a hoax that has been re-
peatedly and decisively debunked by experts,
the President doubled down and issued an
Executive Order establishing the “Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity”
(PACEI), appointing Kris Kobach, anti-immi-
gration warrior and poster-child for voter fraud
conspiratorialists everywhere, to lead the
Commission.

It would be more accurate to characterize
the PACEI as the “Presidential Advisory Com-
mission on Vote Suppression.” Voter suppres-
sion is real but the oft-repeated claim that
American elections are rife with voter fraud is
a myth.

According to a comprehensive 2014 study
published in The Washington Post, out of
more than a billion votes cast between 2000
and 2014, only 31 credible instances of imper-
sonation fraud were found, and even this tiny
number was likely inflated because the study’s
author counted not just voter fraud prosecu-
tions or convictions but all credible claims. Nu-
merous other reports have reached the same
conclusion.

Any lingering doubt regarding the true pur-
pose of the PACEI should be laid to rest by
the request made by Commissioner Kobach
on June 28, 2017 when he wrote each of the
nation’s state secretaries of state requesting
that they provide the Commission with “the full
first and last names of all registrants, middle
names or initials if available, addresses, dates
of birth, political party (if recorded in your
state), last four digits of social security number
if available, voter history (elections voted in)
from 2006 onward, active/inactive status, can-
celled status, information regarding any felony
convictions, information regarding voter reg-
istration in another state, information regarding
military status, and overseas citizen informa-
tion.”

The information requested by the Commis-
sion will not prevent voter fraud. It will violate
rather than protect voter privacy.

And it will make it easier to craft legislation
and devise campaign strategies intended to
suppress the vote in urban clusters and
among targeted demographic groups, particu-
larly minority voters.

It is important that all voters, and the people
of the 18th Congressional District of Texas
whom | am privileged to represent, be fully
protected.
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While supplying only public voter information
may seem secure, the sad fact is that it is not.
There is no publicly accessible database of
voter registration information in any of the 50
states or the District of Columbia.

That is because information of this kind is
protected from public disclosure under the set-
tled principle of ‘collective privacy’ recognized
by the Supreme Court in the landmark deci-
sion of NAACP v. Alabama, 377 U.S. 288, 84
S. Ct. 1302, 12 L. Ed. 2d 325 (1964), which
held that compelled disclosure of affiliation
with groups engaged in advocacy may con-
stitute an impermissible chilling effect on the
freedom of association guaranteed by the First
Amendment, a holding that has been affirmed
repeatedly.

Accordingly, neither Texas nor any state
can, consistent with the U.S. Constitution, sup-
ply the voter information requested by the
PACEI.

Indeed, if the information sought was as
public in nature as PACEI contends, there
simply would be no need for it to request the
information from state governments.

Trump’s voter suppression commission is a
solution in search of a problem.

Contrary to what Trump and Kobach would
have the public believe, American elections
are not rife with widespread voter fraud. Stud-
ies have shown that it is more likely an Amer-
ican “will be struck by lightning than that he
will impersonate another voter at the polls.”

No, the major ill affecting our election sys-
tem is not that too many people vote due to
voter fraud, but that too many people are pre-
vented from voting due to vote suppression
schemes such as discriminatory photo identi-
fication requirements, curtailment of early vot-
ing, too few polling stations leading to long
lines and excessive wait times, and purging of
election rolls.

Even in the wholly unimaginable event that
the commission created by Donald Trump and
led by Kris Kobach could be trusted enough
for states to cooperate by sharing their voter
data, there is no reasonable basis for assum-
ing that information would be kept secure and
the privacy of voters protected.

Recent cyberattacks have made clear the
vulnerability of large central databases to
cyberattack. An information security breach at
the Department of Veterans Affairs com-
promised sensitive personal data of 26.5 mil-
lion persons and cost the VA between $100
million to $500 million to remediate; another
occurring at the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment impacted 22 million current and former
federal employees, many of whom held sen-
sitive security clearances; and the attack on
Yahoo, the mother of all security breaches, re-
sulted in 1.5 billion user accounts being com-
promised.

Because large centralized databases are
targets of opportunities for criminals, terrorists,
and foreign adversaries, it would be the height
of recklessness for Texas or any state to pro-
vide the PACEI with personal information of
millions of persons via unsecured email to be
stored in undersecured databases on under-
secured servers.

One of the biggest strengths of the Amer-
ican election system is its decentralized na-
ture.

Aggregating all voter data into one central-
ized database with questionable security pro-
tections makes that data highly vulnerable to
a cyberattack that could lead to the personal
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information of hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans being stolen and misused.

Voter privacy and the integrity of the secret
ballot are integral to American democracy.
Voter privacy rights should and must be pro-
tected.

This is especially true since we know for
certain that adversaries like Russia are ac-
tively involved in cyberwarfare campaigns to
undermine our democracy.

There is no denying that our election system
is under assault, but not in the way Trump
imagines.

Instead of wasting taxpayer money to fund
an investigation into voter fraud, which is as
mythical as a unicorn, American democracy
would be better served by focusing on and
correcting the real problem with our elec-
tions—voter suppression and external, illegal,
and international interference in our national
elections.

| am not opposed to employing reasonable,
legitimate, and workable means to safeguard
the integrity of our electoral system and to
protect the precious right to vote. But Trump’s
Presidential Advisory Commission on Election
Integrity is incapable of doing either and thus
should be disbanded and dissolved imme-
diately.

———

RECOGNIZING THE UPPER
PENINSULA CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize the Upper Peninsula Champion-
ship Rodeo upon the occasion of its 50th An-
niversary. We Michiganders are so proud of
the rodeo’s half-century of world-class enter-
tainment, turnkey production, and commitment
to confronting domestic violence.

This tradition began in 1968 to showcase
the rich agricultural production and culture of
the Upper Peninsula. Originally established as
the “Iron River Area Championship Rodeo,”
the name was changed to “Upper Peninsula
Championship Rodeo” when Michigan state
Senator Joe Mack introduced a resolution pro-
claiming Iron River to be the “Rodeo Capital
of the Upper Peninsula.” To anyone who visits
the wonderful city of Iron River, it is imme-
diately clear that the bustling community takes
great pride in hosting the only professional
rodeo in Michigan.

Throughout its proud history, the Upper Pe-
ninsula Championship Rodeo has featured
some of the First District’'s greatest musicians,
athletes, and citizens of the last half-century.
The rodeo consistently brings folks from
across Northern Michigan and the Upper Pe-
ninsula together to enjoy a weekend of com-
munity, culture, and competition. Moreover,
each year, the economic benefits brought to
Iron River cannot be understated as thou-
sands of people travel to the region. The
Upper Peninsula Championship Rodeo is
about more than just competition, it's a chari-
table event committed to bringing public
awareness to the issue of domestic violence.
By raising money for local organizations work-
ing to better our communities, the rodeo has
set a positive example of what can be
achieved when a social event becomes a
force for good in the community.
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Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate the
Upper Peninsula Championship Rodeo for 50
years of entertainment and community service.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such a dynamic
event and | look forward to enjoying the ro-
deo’s continued success and dedication.

——————

SEAN HAYS
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Senior Chief Petty Officer Sean Hays
of the United States Coast Guard on the occa-
sion of his retirement from active duty.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Hays was born
and raised in Ocean City, New Jersey, and in
1997, enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard.

Following the completion of his U.S. Coast
Guard training, Sean Hays served the U.S.
Coast Guard with distinction, earning pro-
motions, honors and greater responsibilities.
Sean Hays would serve as Petty Officer First
Class/Second Class, in which his teams co-
ordinated search and rescue missions, con-
ducted narcotics detection, enforced immigra-
tion laws, managed fisheries, and enforced
federal boating laws on waterways.

The U.S. Coast Guard would promote Sean
Hays to the rank of Chief Petty Officer/Petty
Officer First Class and ultimately, Senior Chief
Petty Officer, the rank he’d earned before and
until the time of his retirement.

In his role as Senior Chief Petty Officer,
Sean Hays served as officer-in-charge and in
command of U.S. Coast Guard Station Phila-
delphia, managing personnel and resources
relative to maritime law enforcement for the
Greater Philadelphia Port region.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in thank-
ing Senior Chief Petty Officer Sean Hays for
decades of commitment to serving and pro-
tecting the United States of America and its in-
terests, and in wishing him well in his retire-
ment.

RECOGNIZING THE GENEROSITY
OF NORTHEAST GEORGIA

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the generosity of my
friends and neighbors in northeast Georgia.

Fueled by a passion for service, northeast
Georgians recently donated 15,000 pounds of
food to the Georgia Mountain Food Bank. Ev-
eryday citizens made this incredible donation
possible, and, in total, they donated a little
more than $25,000 to feed the homeless men
and women in their community.

Their giving spirit reminds me of what | love
most about my Georgia home: the people. For
so many of my neighbors, kindness is second
nature. They never hesitate to help each other
out in a time of need.

We have a duty to be aware of the needs
in our community and to respond with com-
passion. After all, as long as we’re with friends
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and neighbors, giving back is really just shar-
ing.

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE
BONNIE PANNELL

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise to honor the life of
my personal friend and former Sacramento
City Councilwoman, Bonnie Pannell. Bonnie
passed away on June 27th of this year at the
age of 68. | ask my colleagues to join me in
tribute to Bonnie’s truly remarkable life, which
she dedicated to public service and activism
within her community.

Bonnie served Sacramento as a member of
its City Council for sixteen years, fighting tire-
lessly on behalf of the communities of
Meadowview, Parkway, North Laguna Creek,
and Jacinto Creek. | was honored to work
alongside Bonnie in providing flood protection,
efficient public transportation, and other es-
sential services for our shared constituents.
She was incredibly dedicated to the people
she represented, and her partnership was in-
valuable on numerous initiatives, such as ex-
tending Sacramento Regional Transit's Light
Rail to Cosumnes River College and opening
the Valley Hi-North Laguna Library.

Bonnie was the model of what a true public
servant should aspire to be. She knew and
loved her constituents, she never lost sight of
what was best for them, and she was con-
stantly striving to provide her community with
the best resources and opportunities available.
The entire Sacramento community suffered a
blow when Bonnie was diagnosed with pri-
mary progressive aphasia, which forced her to
step down from office. | can think of no more
fitting tribute to her than what the people of
Sacramento did to mark Bonnie’s retirement—
naming a central and beloved community cen-
ter in her district the Samuel and Bonnie
Pannell Meadowview Community Center. This
building, the people and families it serves, and
the community in which it is located all remind
us that we were honored to be in and experi-
ence the presence of Bonnie Pannell.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life of the Honorable Bonnie
Pannell. | will miss her professionally, and like
so many in my beloved hometown of Sac-
ramento, | will miss her personally.

———
INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE RESO-
LUTION DISAPPROVING OF

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE COM-
MITTEE INSCRIPTION OF HE-
BRON AS A PALESTINIAN WORLD
HERITAGE SITE IN DANGER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a House Resolution disapproving of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCOQO’s) World Her-
itage Committee Inscription of the ancient city
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of Hebron as a Palestinian World Heritage
Site in Danger. A UNESCO resolution inscrib-
ing Hebron was approved at the end of last
week, and is the latest in a regrettable trend
at the United Nations (UN). Truly, it seems as
if every time | turn around the UN or one of
its agencies is pursuing a radical anti-Israel
agenda.

In recognizing Hebron as a Palestinian
World Heritage Site, UNESCO has once again
attempted to rewrite Jewish history out of
world history. In the past year, the UN has
adopted resolutions that have omitted Jewish
identity from the Temple Mount, named for the
location of the Jewish Temple two thousand
years ago, and also chastised Israel for plant-
ing ‘fake Jewish graves’ in the vicinity. This is
ridiculous and bordering on anti-Semitism.

The resolution on Hebron is no different. At
the center of Ancient Hebron lays the Cave of
the Patriarchs, a shrine that is holy to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims, and recognized as
the burial place of the Patriarchs and Matri-
archs of the Jewish people, Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and Leah. It is the
second most holy site in Judaism, behind only
the Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount,
where the ancient Jewish Temple stood more
than two thousand years ago.

The Cave of the Patriarchs sits within a
compound constructed by Herod, an ancient
King of Judea during the Second Temple Pe-
riod, when it served as a place for Jewish
prayers at the grave sites of the Patriarchs
and Matriarchs of Judaism. When the city of
Hebron was conquered 700 years ago by the
Mamluks, the compound was converted into a
mosque and Jews were prohibited from enter-
ing. Thus was the case for nearly 700 years,
until the city of Hebron was liberated by Israeli
forces during the Six-Day War in 1967 and re-
established as a place where all religions
could worship.

This history is important, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee
does not appear to care about it. But | do. We
do. All of us in this body understand the im-
portance of world heritage. The UN does itself
a great disservice when it allows these revi-
sionist measures to move forward.

Even as wars and humanitarian disasters
rage across the globe, the UN remains relent-
less in its anti-Israel agenda. | therefore felt it
necessary to introduce this resolution today
disapproving of UNESCO’s inscription of He-
bron and its Cave of the Patriarchs as a Pal-
estinian World Heritage Site in Danger, and
calling on this body to reject any anti-Israel
measure that may follow. | ask that it be given
immediate consideration.

WILLIAM “BILL” C. PACKER III
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of William “Bill” C. Packer Il
who passed away April 16, 2017. He was a
husband, father, community leader and dedi-
cated public servant.

Raised in Brooklawn, New Jersey, Bill was
the oldest of six children. He graduated from
Gloucester City High School and continued his
education at Camden County Vocational and
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