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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COMER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 11, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JAMES
COMER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

HONORING FRANKLIN HOBSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to honor Franklin Hobson for 60 years
of service in the Fall Creek Volunteer
Fire Department in Yadkin County.

Franklin was a young man of 21 when
he became a charter member of the fire
department in 1957. Since that time, he
has been a dedicated leader in both the
department and his community, in-
cluding service as the Yadkin County

fire marshal. Still active in the Fall
Creek Volunteer Fire Department
today, he will celebrate his 82nd birth-
day on September 27.

It is volunteers like Franklin Hobson
who help our Nation thrive. Through
the generous example he has set,
Franklin inspires others to think about
ways they can give to their local com-
munity.

I thank Franklin for all of the good
that he does for his community and for
being a great example for all of us.

RECOGNIZING FALL CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE

DEPARTMENT’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize the 60th anniversary of
the Fall Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in Yadkin County.

The first meeting of these dedicated
citizens was held on June 13, 1957, at
Fall Creek Elementary School as 12
local men worked to establish the fire
department. Its charter calls for 60
members, and its membership ranks
have remained nearly full for 60 years.
A pillar of the community, members
have been awarded North Carolina’s
Order of the Long Leaf Pine on three
occasions.

Helping others is one of the most
honorable activities anyone can engage
in, and this kind of selfless dedication
to one’s community is critical to the
well-being of our country.

I thank the members of the Fall
Creek Volunteer Fire Department for
the selflessness and bravery they dem-
onstrate as firefighters. America needs
more courageous individuals like them
to give of their time and talents to
keep our communities safe.

———
FUNDING THE ENEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, today 1
have the front page cover of Douglas

Wissing’s book, ‘‘Funding the Enemy:
How U.S. Taxpayers Bankroll the
Taliban.” A few years ago, I had the
pleasure of meeting with Douglas in
my office here in D.C. to discuss his
book.

One of the analyses of this book by
the Publishers Weekly said: ¢ ‘Funding
the Enemy’ is sober, sad, and impor-
tant . .. it peels back the layers of
American engagement in Afghanistan
to reveal its rotten core: that United
States dollars meant for that country’s
future instead fund the insurgency and
support the Taliban. Paying for both
sides of the war ensures America’s ulti-
mate defeat, and Wissing’s book tells
the story.”

Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of this
book as we recently heard President
Trump talk about how he would allow
General Mattis to recommend troop
level increases in Afghanistan. I am
disappointed for many reasons. I am
disappointed because Congress deserves
a debate and a vote, and I am dis-
appointed because we continue to lose
American lives.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind
the administration of comments that
President Trump made a few years ago
regarding Afghanistan:

First, in August of 2011, he said that
the United States was wasting lives
and money in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In 2012, President Trump referred to
Afghanistan as a ‘‘complete waste’ and
also declared it was ‘‘time to come
home.”

Then again the next year, he made
many comments on the Twitter feed,
first saying: ‘Do not allow our very
stupid leaders to sign a deal that keeps
us in Afghanistan through 2024—with
all costs by USA.”

He further tweeted: ‘‘Let’s get out of
Afghanistan. Our troops are being
killed by the Afghanis we train and we
waste billions there. Nonsense. Rebuild
the USA.”

That is what President Trump said,
and I agree with President Trump.
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