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downtown Bakersfield, they will re-
member an icon of our community, an
artist who never backed down, a man
whose honesty above his own failings
and willingness to pick himself back up
inspired music that lifts our spirits and
feeds our souls.

Merle Haggard’s name will live on in
this building, but his spirit will live on
in his music that calls us to do the best
we can every day God gives us.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this side. I just
want to echo the sentiments of Mr.
McCARTHY, the majority leader, in
honoring a great artist who overcame
enormous obstacles in his life to
achieve great success and to make con-
tributions to American culture.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DESANTIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1988.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
REMOVAL OF USE RESTRICTIONS
ON CERTAIN LAND TRANS-

FERRED TO ROCKINGHAM COUN-
TY, VIRGINIA

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 954) to remove the use restric-
tions on certain land transferred to
Rockingham County, Virginia, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 954

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REMOVAL OF USE RESTRICTION.

Public Law 101-479 (104 Stat. 1158) is
amended—

(1) by striking section 2(d); and

(2) by adding the following new section at
the end:

“SEC. 4. REMOVAL OF USE RESTRICTION.

‘‘(a) The approximately l-acre portion of
the land referred to in section 3 that is used
for purposes of a child care center, as author-
ized by this Act, shall not be subject to the
use restriction imposed in the deed referred
to in section 3.

‘“(b) Upon enactment of this section, the
Secretary of the Interior shall execute an in-
strument to carry out subsection (a).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LAHOOD) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 954, offered by our
colleague, the chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee, Congressman BOB
GOODLATTE of Virginia, would remove
certain deed restrictions on an approxi-
mately 1l-acre portion of a property
previously transferred in Rockingham
County, Virginia, under the terms of
the National Park Service’s Federal
Lands to Parks Program. The trans-
ferred land included a garage that had
previously been used by the National
Park Service.

Following the transfer, Rockingham
County decided that the nonprofit
Plains Area Daycare Center, which pro-
vides affordable childcare for nearly 100
children, would benefit from use of the
garage.

In 1990, Congress passed a law allow-
ing for a portion of the previously
transferred land to be used for the
childcare center. Although a portion of
the transferred property is authorized
for use as a daycare center, the center
encounters hurdles in securing financ-
ing for improvements and repairs due
to the terms of the original deed and
the subsequent legislation.

H.R. 954 would remove certain deed
restrictions from an approximately 1-
acre portion of the property, while the
other 2 acres would continue to be sub-
ject to the existing deed restrictions
and revisionary clause. Removal of
these deed restrictions will ensure that
improvements and repairs can take
place without further delay in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 954 removes the
use restrictions on a 1l-acre parcel of
Federal land provided to Rockingham
County, Virginia.

In 1989, Congress authorized Rocking-
ham County to use a 3-acre parcel of
Federal land for the purpose of estab-
lishing a childcare center under the
condition that the land continues to be
used for this purpose. If the county no
longer needs the land for a childcare
center, the land reverts back to owner-
ship by the United States or the county
has the option to purchase it at a fair
market value.

The Federal Government has a long
tradition of providing public land to
State, county, and local governments.
Fair use of Federal land and a fair re-
turn to the American taxpayer has yet
to be at the forefront of these trans-
actions.

Removing public-purpose require-
ments and use restrictions should only
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be done when it is deemed appropriate
and necessary, and in this particular
case, the sponsor of this bill has
worked with the National Park Service
to develop legislation that is both fair
and transparent.

The land provided to Rockingham
County includes a garage previously
used by the National Park Service that
the county has determined could ben-
efit Plains Area Daycare Center. The
Park Service no longer needs the ga-
rage, and removing the use restriction
on one of the 3 acres will allow this
childcare provider to access financial
assistance in order to upgrade and re-
habilitate the garage so that it is suit-
able to their needs.

This is a worthy goal, and I commend
the gentleman from Virginia for this
legislation, and that is why we support
the adoption of H.R. 954.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD-
LATTE), the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Illinois for
yielding to me and for his work on this
bill, as well as Chairman BISHOP’s work
on this legislation and those on the
other side of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge pas-
sage of H.R. 954. This bill simply re-
moves 20-year-old deed use restrictions
on 1 acre of land in Rockingham Coun-
ty, Virginia.

For over 25 years, a little over 3 acres
of land and its associated buildings pre-
viously held by the Federal Govern-
ment have been maintained by Rock-
ingham County in the Plains Area
Daycare Center in the Sixth District of
Virginia.

In 1989, the Federal Government
deeded these 3 acres of land, with re-
striction, to Rockingham County. How-
ever, even prior to this official declara-
tion, Rockingham County had already
been faithfully maintaining the prop-
erty no longer utilized by the Federal
Government.

The government transferred this land
to Rockingham County in 1989 under
the condition that this property was to
be used for public purposes. The county
then decided that the nonprofit Plains
Area Daycare Center in Broadway, Vir-
ginia, which provides childcare on a
sliding scale to many families who oth-
erwise could not afford such a service,
would benefit from the use of the old
garage located on the property.

Therefore, in 1990, Congress enacted
Public Law 101-479, which allowed the
deed to be changed from public use to
the particular use of the childcare cen-
ter. Donations by the community, to-
taling $75,000, turned the building into

a nursery, daycare, and afterschool
care facility.
Additionally, the establishment of

the daycare center provided for the cre-
ation of a playground that the center
supports and opens for public use. To
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be clear, the center and the playground
are the sole reason this previously
abandoned government land is being
used by the community.

I have visited the Plains Area
Daycare Center on many occasions,
and I have seen the immeasurable in-
vestment this center is making in the
community by providing high-quality
childcare. Since opening in 1991, the
center has always been at capacity and
is the only facility of its kind in the
community.

However, after 2 decades of con-
sistent use, the facility is in desperate
need of repairs. Unfortunately, because
of the narrow way Public Law 101-479
was drafted and because of the terms of
the deed, the daycare center has been
unable to obtain a loan to complete
much-needed renovations. To solve this
problem, my legislation would remove
the deed’s use restrictions from the 1
acre of property on which the building
resides.

While I would like to have seen the
entire 3 acres released, this legislation
is the result of a compromise that has
been endorsed by the National Park
Service and Rockingham County. By
passing this legislation and allowing
Rockingham County and, in turn, the
Plains Area Daycare Center more au-
thority over the land, we will ensure
that more children and more of the
community will be served.

Mr. Speaker, while my legislation
today is simply a formality, it is of
great importance to those being served
by this daycare center in the commu-
nity. For 25 years, the land has been
deeded to Rockingham County, but
with overbearing restrictions. Since it
is clear the Federal Government no
longer has a vested interest in the
land, it is time to 1lift those restric-
tions to allow the Plains Area Daycare
Center to reach it full potential.

Twenty years ago, Congress made its
intention clear that a daycare facility
was to have use of the property, and I
am pleased to lead the charge in fixing
the law.

Again, I thank Chairman BISHOP and
his committee for bringing this bill be-
fore the House. I also thank my legisla-
tive assistant, Angela Inglett, for her
hard work on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R.
954 to simply remove the deed restric-
tions on 1 acre of land so that the nec-
essary upgrades may be made to the
childcare center and so that this com-
munity investment may continue.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I have
no more speakers, and I yield back the
balance of our time.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LAHoOD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 954.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

INTERAGENCY TRANSFER OF
LAND ALONG GEORGE WASH-
INGTON MEMORIAL PARKWAY

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1397) to authorize, direct, facili-
tate, and expedite the transfer of ad-
ministrative jurisdiction of certain
Federal land, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1397

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. INTERAGENCY TRANSFER OF LAND

ALONG GEORGE WASHINGTON ME-
MORIAL PARKWAY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘Map’ means the map

entitled ‘‘George Washington Memorial
Parkway—Claude Moore Farm Proposed
Boundary Adjustment”’, numbered

850 130815, and dated February 2016.

(2) RESEARCH CENTER.—The term ‘‘Re-
search Center” means the Turner-Fairbank
Highway Research Center of the Federal
Highway Administration.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION TRANS-
FER.—

(1) TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION.—

(A) GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL PARK-
WAY LAND.—Administrative jurisdiction over
the approximately 0.342 acres of Federal land
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary with-
in the boundary of the George Washington
Memorial Parkway, as generally depicted as
“B” on the Map, is transferred from the Sec-
retary to the Secretary of Transportation.

(B) RESEARCH CENTER LAND.—Administra-
tion jurisdiction over the approximately
0.479 acres of Federal land within the bound-
ary of the Research Center land under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary of Transportation
adjacent to the boundary of the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, as generally
depicted as ““A” on the Map, is transferred
from the Secretary of Transportation to the
Secretary.

(2) USE RESTRICTION.—The Secretary shall
restrict the use of 0.139 acres of Federal land
within the boundary of the George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway immediately adja-
cent to part of the perimeter fence of the Re-
search Center, generally depicted as ““C’’ on
the Map, by prohibiting the storage, con-
struction, or installation of any item that
may interfere with the access of the Re-
search Center to the restricted land for secu-
rity and maintenance purposes.

(3) REIMBURSEMENT OR CONSIDERATION.—
The transfers of administrative jurisdiction
under this subsection shall not be subject to
reimbursement or consideration.

(4) COMPLIANCE WITH AGREEMENT.—

(A) AGREEMENT.—The National Park Serv-
ice and the Federal Highway Administration
shall comply with all terms and conditions
of the agreement entered into by the parties
on September 11, 2002, regarding the transfer
of administrative jurisdiction, management,
and maintenance of the land described in the
agreement.

(B) ACCESS TO RESTRICTED LAND.—Subject
to the terms of the agreement described in
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall allow
the Research Center—

(i) to access the Federal land described in
paragraph (1)(B) for purposes of transpor-
tation to and from the Research Center; and
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(ii) to access the Federal land described in
paragraphs (1)(B) and (2) for purposes of
maintenance in accordance with National
Park Service standards, including grass
mowing, weed control, tree maintenance,
fence maintenance, and maintenance of the
visual appearance of the Federal land.

(c) MANAGEMENT OF TRANSFERRED LAND.—

(1) INTERIOR LAND.—The Federal land
transferred to the Secretary under sub-
section (b)(1)(B) shall be—

(A) included in the boundary of the George
Washington Memorial Parkway; and

(B) administered by the Secretary as part
of the George Washington Memorial Park-
way, subject to applicable laws (including
regulations).

(2) TRANSPORTATION LAND.—The Federal
land transferred to the Secretary of Trans-
portation under subsection (b)(1)(A) shall
be—

(A) included in the boundary of the Re-
search Center land; and

(B) removed from the boundary of the
George Washington Memorial Parkway.

(3) RESTRICTED-USE LAND.—The Federal
land that the Secretary has designated for
restricted use under subsection (b)(2) shall be
maintained by the Research Center.

(d) MAP ON FILE.—The Map shall be avail-
able for public inspection in the appropriate
offices of the National Park Service.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LAHOOD) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1397, offered by the
gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. COM-
STOCK), would authorize a small land
exchange between the Department of
the Interior and the Department of
Transportation.

Specifically, the bill transfers admin-
istrative jurisdiction over approxi-
mately a third of an acre of Federal
land within the boundary of the George
Washington Memorial Parkway of the
National Park Service to the Depart-
ment of Transportation, and transfers
from the Department of Transpor-
tation approximately a half an acre of
Federal land within the boundary of
the Turner-Fairbank Highway Re-
search Center of the Federal Highway
Administration.

The transfer centers on Colonial
Farm Road, which provides public ac-
cess to Claude Moore Colonial Farm
and also serves as an entrance road to
the Turner-Fairbank Highway Re-
search Center and as a secondary en-
trance to the Central Intelligence
Agency. The configuration of the prop-
erty lines between the farm and the re-
search center requires farm staff to
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