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we can work with. That is why I took
the time to talk about the Americans
that are now covered, the seniors that
now have drug coverages, the end of
discrimination based upon preexisting
conditions. That is why I talked about
those things.

In a repeal—and the President called
for a flat-out repeal—that is gone. It is
gone. If you want to do that, don’t
count on me. I won’t be there. But if
you want to take the Affordable Care
Act and if you want to deal with the
problems that we know are there, then
let’s work together.

I just laid out five things. There are
17 more that have been suggested by
my Democratic colleagues. We can im-
prove the well-being of Americans. We
can help those people.

As for my wife’s hairdresser, I don’t
know if she is going to get pregnant be-
cause she doesn’t know if she is going
to continue to have coverage. For that
farmer, that woman who is running her
own family farm, she doesn’t know ei-
ther. There are 23 million Americans
who are in that position—23, and quite
possibly more—who don’t know if a
year from now, 2 years from now, they
will have health insurance.

So, President Roosevelt: ‘“The test of
our progress is not whether we add
more to the abundance of those who
have much; it is whether we provide
enough for those who have too little.”

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

————
HONORING MR. CLARENCE GOODEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MAST). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize and honor the
great community stewardship of Mr.
Clarence Gooden, recently retired
president of the CSX Railroad.

In 2003, Mr. Speaker, I was newly
elected sheriff of the city of Jackson-
ville, Florida, and my wife, Pat, and I
were invited to a Christmas dinner
hosted by Mr. Clarence Gooden and his
wife, Corkie.

It was during my discussions sur-
rounding my new position as sheriff
that I shared with Clarence and his
wife how drug dealers had taken over
Mallison Park, which in years past was
actually the crown jewel of parks in
the city of Jacksonville. I explained to
them how the park manager had been
severely battered by drug dealers, and
though we had made several arrests in
the park, the dealers continued to re-
turn, and the children were being de-
nied the use of this great park.

Mr. Speaker, I also shared with him a
campaign promise that I had made to
help at-risk youth through an expan-
sion of an intervention program called
the Police Athletic League into areas
such as Mallison Park, which would
offer at-risk youth sports programs,
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after-school tutoring, food, and per-
sonal hygiene, all provided by special-
ized officers trained in intervention.

Clarence asked me the cost of such
an expansion, and I informed him it
would be close to $100,000 to refurbish
and move programs into Mallison
Park. He immediately responded, Mr.
Speaker, that he would raise those
funds by April. I reminded him it was
already the end of December, but he
and Corkie assured me that they would
meet an April deadline.

Incredibly, Clarence devised a plan
for what became known as the CSX
Charity Train Ride, which entailed a
fundraiser that gave contributors an
amazing train ride with dinner and en-
tertainment. The event was a first-
class success, and Clarence had raised
all the funds necessary to refurbish
Mallison Park and move the Police
Athletic League into those new facili-
ties. Their efforts led to an over 40 per-
cent drop in violent crime within a 1-
mile radius of Mallison Park.

Over the years, the CSX Charity
Train Ride grew into one of the largest
single charity events in northeast Flor-
ida, and it continued to add additional
charity recipients every year.

Mr. Speaker, Clarence and Corkie,
with the assistance of Mrs. Rosemary
Thigpen, have raised, to date, over $4
million for over 10 local charities. Last
year alone, they raised over $400,000 for
charities, including Angelwood, the Po-
lice Athletic League, and the American
Heart Association, just to name a few.
Not only does he have a huge heart for
the community, but he never lost his
concern for others as he worked his
way up throughout his career.

Mr. Speaker, Clarence actually began
as a laborer at Seaboard Coastline
Railroad before it became CSX, and he
worked his way up the ranks to the
president’s office of a tier one railroad.
He recently retired from CSX, and I
know he will continue to have passion
for others.

I appreciate his dedication to the
citizens of northeast Florida. I am sure
I echo the thoughts of all when I wish
him and Corkie continued good health
and happiness in both his retirement
and all of their future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to seeing
Mr. Gooden soon and presenting him
with this coin as a token of the tre-
mendous appreciation from all of those
in the Fourth District whose lives Mr.
Gooden, Mrs. Gooden, and CSX have
touched.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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HEALTHCARE ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it has
been interesting to hear all the rhet-
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oric about Republican efforts that a
majority of Americans have wanted us
to take. Going back to even before
ObamaCare was passed, the majority of
Americans didn’t want ObamaCare
passed.

I have been amazed at some of the
rhetoric from across the aisle, I think
from the former Speaker, who said
something about how open their proc-
ess was.

Really?

Anyway, I know sometimes our
memories aren’t what they once were.
That was not a terribly open process. I
believe the Speaker back then said: We
don’t need any Republican vote and we
don’t want your input. Basically those
were the words I recall.

People were promised over and over
again by the President of the United
States that if you like your insurance,
you can keep your insurance. On at
least one occasion he even said the
word ‘‘period,” there are no exceptions.
If you like your insurance, you can
keep your insurance.

So it was quite disappointing. Some
of us knew this was a disastrous bill. I
did read it. I didn’t have to wait until
Speaker PELOSI passed it to find out
what was in it. I read it and I knew it
was going to be a disaster.

Then, after it passed, we ultimately
find out that they knew well in ad-
vance that if you liked your insurance,
there was a very good chance you
would not be able to keep your insur-
ance, period. It wasn’t true. All those,
including the President, went around
saying: If you like your insurance, you
can keep it. According to statements
after the fact by people involved, yes,
they talked about it and they knew
people were going to lose their insur-
ance. They are going to lose their doc-
tor, they are going to lose their
healthcare provider, but we can’t say
those things and still pass this bill. We
can’t let that get out there.

So, Mr. Speaker, I just want people
to remember how this disastrous legis-
lation ever came about in the first
place, and how, going against the will
of the American people to pass the dis-
astrous bill—around 2,500 pages is what
my two volumes came to—but people
knew it was going to do lot of damage
to people’s health and their lives. As
we know, when you cannot get the
healthcare you need or the lifesaving
healthcare you have been getting, you
no longer live.

It is amazing now, after ObamaCare
passed 7 years, to find out things about
the knowing design of ObamaCare.
They knew that insurance companies,
under ObamaCare, were given incen-
tives not to have the best people to
treat cancer, the best cancer
healthcare providers, the best cancer
lifesavers in the network.

They had incentives under
ObamaCare to not include the best
physicians and hospitals that will save
the lives of people who have cancer;
don’t include the best healthcare pro-
viders that will help those save their
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