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without undertaking a negotiated rule-
making, which must include all rel-
evant stakeholders, to ensure that all
voices are heard.

I hope the EPA will take a cue from
our recent bipartisan and consensus-
based committee action on PRIA and
proceed in a similar fashion should
they decide that any delays or adjust-
ments to the Worker Protection Stand-
ards or the Certification of Pesticide
Applicators rule are necessary.

Should the Trump EPA dismiss the
concerns of farmworkers and environ-
mental advocates, I fear that last
month’s committee vote may unfortu-
nately be the last bipartisan PRIA re-
authorization that this panel is able to
report out. I hope that is not the case,
and I know other members of the com-
mittee share my concerns on the mat-
ter.

Once again, I want to thank Senator
ROBERTS for his leadership. I am glad
we were able to move forward in a bi-
partisan and consensus manner to re-
authorize PRIA last month.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague, the ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry Committee, for en-
gaging in this important discussion.

I am proud to stand before my col-
leagues in the U.S. Senate to discuss
some of the bipartisan work that we
have accomplished through regular
order at the Agriculture Committee
specifically with regard to H.R. 1029,
the Pesticide Registration Improve-
ment Extension Act of 2017, or PRIA 4.

PRIA, while technical in nature, is
critically important with assisting
both EPA in carrying out administra-
tive functions and industry that relies
upon timely, science-based pesticide
registration decisions to get products
on the market and in the hands of

farmers, ranchers, and other con-
sumers.
PRIA, historically, has received

widespread support from a diverse coa-
lition of stakeholders, including mem-
bers of the pesticide registrant commu-
nity—both agricultural and non-
agricultural uses, labor, and environ-
mental advocates, which has contrib-
uted to Congress’s ability to pass reau-
thorizations swiftly and by unanimous
consent. With the Widespread support
of the PRIA coalition, as illustrated by
a coalition letter addressed to our com-
mittee on June 29, 2017, which ex-
presses support of the amendment to
H.R. 1029 and urges swift action, this
effort should be no different.

Our committee held a hearing earlier
this year to review this issue in an
open and transparent manner. As we
have heard time and time again, farm-
ers and ranchers want regulatory cer-
tainty. EPA and registrants who rely
on PRIA to get new products on the
market and in the hands of farmers,
ranchers, and other consumers want
certainty.

My colleague raises an issue that has
historically been outside the scope of
the technical, fee-based registration
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process of PRIA. I certainly understand
the concerns that have been raised by
some groups with regard to certain ac-
tions EPA is considering with regard to
the Worker Protection Standard and
the Certification of Pesticide Applica-
tors rules. My hope is that EPA and
the relevant stakeholders can con-
structively discuss areas of concern re-
lated to these issues within the frame-
work of our Federal regulatory process
without jeopardizing PRIA.

Current authority for PRIA expires
at the end of this fiscal year. With that
deadline in mind, our recent com-
mittee action is timely and necessary
to get PRIA updated.

Should PRIA’s authority lapse, pes-
ticide registration will not be available
for a wide range of crops that rely on
innovative and new solutions for pest
protection, and a lapse will have a neg-
ative impact on the products requiring
registration that are used to protect
public health and ensure public safety.

It is important that we get PRIA
across the finish line not only to pro-
vide certainty to the industry but to
also provide new products to growers
for crop protection and to consumers
to protect public health, and the time-
ly reauthorization provides resources
to ensure safety education components
are maintained.

I thank my colleague Senator STABE-
NOwW and other members of the Agri-
culture Committee for working with
me on this issue together and in a bi-
partisan manner. I look forward to
working with Senator STABENOW and
the coalition in support of this legisla-
tion to get this bill across the Senate
floor as quickly as possible and ulti-
mately enacted into law.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY E.
RODRIGUEZ

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize a dedicated community
leader, civil servant, and dear friend,
Rosemary E. Rodriguez. She most re-
cently served as my State director and
senior adviser. Throughout her life,
Rosemary has displayed a genuine and
consistent commitment to strength-
ening our State and our country.

Rosemary began her career as a legal
assistant at two of Denver’s most
prominent law firms. Also, during the
early stages of her career, Rosemary
began her lifelong commitment to the
Latino community as she helped form
the Hispanic League, an organization
that strives to be a liaison between the
non-Hispanic and Hispanic commu-
nities. Rosemary began her career in
government in 1992, working for Mayor
Wellington Webb’s administration. She
served in several roles during her time
with the mayor, such as deputy direc-
tor of the mayor’s Office of Arts, Cul-
ture & Film, Denver County clerk and
recorder, and director of boards and
commissions.

In 2003, she was elected to the Denver
City Council. Later, her peers on the
council elected her as president. In
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2007, she began to work on the Election
Assistance Commission. In this capac-
ity, she worked to preserve the integ-
rity of our national elections and in-
crease access to our most fundamental
right to vote. She chaired the commis-
sion in 2008.

In 2009, Rosemary became an invalu-
able part of my staff as State director
and did a tremendous job representing
our office and connecting with commu-
nities across Colorado. When I wasn’t
able to attend an event, I was always
confident that Rosemary would convey
our team’s values and perspectives on
any number of issues. I also counted on
her advice whether it related to wom-
en’s issues, immigration reform, or
other issues of importance to the
Latino community. Most recently, she
was elected to the Denver School Board
where she continues to serve Colo-
rado’s kids.

Due to her dedication to the people of
Colorado, Rosemary has received sev-
eral awards including the Mi Casa Re-
source Center’s Volunteerism Award,
the Anti-Defamation League’s Passing
the Torch Award, and the Denver Pub-
lic Library’s Cesar Chavez Hall of
Fame Award.

I have been honored to work with my
friend Rosemary for the past 8 years.
Her intellect, creativity, and compas-
sion should serve as an example for all
those who serve. I wish her the best in
her future endeavors, and I fully intend
to count on her advice and perspectives
for years to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING TED SHANNON

e Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life and legacy of
Ted Shannon, whose passing marks the
end of an extraordinary life spent in
service to country, community, and
family. Ted committed his life to the
pursuit of justice and equality. Ted and
his late wife Dorothy were incredible
pillars who had a great influence on me
as I entered a life of public service.

Ted Shannon showed up. In service to
his country, he became a civil affairs
officer in July of 1941 during WW 1I, at-
tached to the British 8th Army during
the occupation of Italy. In his subse-
quent post, he served as executive offi-
cer for the Supreme Headquarters Al-
lied Expeditionary Force in Paris.

He showed up as a leader in edu-
cation, whether it was in his role as a
Ford Foundation higher education ad-
viser for five Middle Eastern countries
in Lebanon—the nation of his ances-
tors—or as a highly regarded UW-Ex-
tension faculty member and dean for
more than three decades.

Ted Shannon showed up. Along with
Dorothy and fellow travelers from the
New Deal era, Ted supported progres-
sive causes at all levels of government
for more than half a century. I cannot
recall an event, large or small, for a
progressive organization where I did
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