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(B) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(2) GENOCIDE.—The term ‘‘genocide’ means
any offense described in section 1091(a) of
title 18, United States Code.

(3) HYBRID TRIBUNAL.—The term ‘‘hybrid
tribunal”’ means a temporary criminal tri-
bunal that involves a combination of domes-
tic and international lawyers, judges, and
other professionals to prosecute individuals
suspected of committing war crimes, crimes
against humanity, or genocide.

(4) TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE.—The term
“transitional justice’” means the range of ju-
dicial, nonjudicial, formal, informal, retribu-
tive, and restorative measures employed by
countries transitioning out of armed conflict
or repressive regimes—

(A) to redress legacies of atrocities; and

(B) to promote long-term, sustainable
peace.

(5) WAR CRIME.—The term ‘‘war crime’’ has
the meaning given the term in section 2441(c)
of title 18, United States Code.

SEC. 12 5. REPORT ON ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
WAR CRIMES, CRIMES AGAINST HU-
MANITY, AND GENOCIDE IN SYRIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall submit a report on war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide in Syria to
the appropriate congressional committees
not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act and another such re-
port not later than 180 days after the Sec-
retary of State determines that the violence
in Syria has ceased.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The reports required under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) a description of alleged war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and genocide per-
petrated during the civil war in Syria, in-
cluding—

(A) incidents that may constitute war
crimes, crimes against humanity, or geno-
cide committed by the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad and all forces fighting on its
behalf;

(B) incidents that may constitute war
crimes, crimes against humanity, or geno-
cide committed by violent extremist groups,
anti-government forces, and any other com-
batants in the conflict;

(C) any incidents that may violate the
principle of medical neutrality and, if pos-
sible, the identification of the individual or
individuals who engaged in or organized such
incidents; and

(D) if possible, a description of the conven-
tional and unconventional weapons used for
such crimes and the origins of such weapons;
and

(2) a description and assessment by the De-
partment of State Office of Global Criminal
Justice, the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Department of
Justice, and other appropriate agencies of
programs that the United States Govern-
ment has undertaken to ensure account-
ability for war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, and genocide perpetrated against
the people of Syria by the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, violent extremist
groups, and other combatants involved in
the conflict, including programs—

(A) to train investigators within and out-
side of Syria on how to document, inves-
tigate, develop findings of, and identify and
locate alleged perpetrators of war crimes,
crimes against humanity, or genocide, in-
cluding—
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(i) the number of United States Govern-
ment or contract personnel currently des-
ignated to work full-time on these issues;
and

(ii) the identification of the authorities
and appropriations being used to support
such training efforts;

(B) to promote and prepare for a transi-
tional justice process or processes for the
perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide in Syria beginning
in March 2011;

(C) to document, collect, preserve, and pro-
tect evidence of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide in Syria, including

support for Syrian, foreign, and inter-
national nongovernmental organizations,
and other entities, including the Inter-

national, Impartial and Independent Mecha-
nism to Assist in the Investigation and Pros-
ecution of Persons Responsible for the Most
Serious Crimes under International Law
Committed in the Syrian Arab Republic
since March 2011 and the Independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry on the Syr-
ian Arab Republic; and

(D) to assess the influence of account-
ability measures on efforts to reach a nego-
tiated settlement to the Syrian conflict dur-
ing the reporting period.

(¢c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) may be submitted in unclassified
or classified form, but shall include a pub-
licly available annex.

(d) PROTECTION OF WITNESSES AND KEVI-
DENCE.—The Secretary shall take due care to
ensure that the identification of witnesses
and physical evidence are not publicly dis-
closed in a manner that might place such
persons at risk of harm or encourage the de-
struction of evidence by the Government of
Syria, violent extremist groups, anti-govern-
ment forces, or any other combatants or par-
ticipants in the conflict.

SEC. 12 6. TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE STUDY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
State (acting through appropriate officials
and offices, which may include the Office of
Global Criminal Justice), after consultation
with the Department of Justice, the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, and other appropriate Federal agen-
cies, shall—

(1) complete a study of the feasibility and
desirability of potential transitional justice
mechanisms for Syria, including a hybrid
tribunal, to address war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide perpetrated
in Syria beginning in March 2011; and

(2) submit a detailed report of the results
of the study conducted under paragraph (1),
including recommendations on which transi-
tional justice mechanisms the United States
Government should support, why such mech-
anisms should be supported, and what type
of support should be offered, to—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 12 7. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
1ZED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
(acting through appropriate officials and of-
fices, which may include the Office of Global
Criminal Justice), after consultation with
the Department of Justice and other appro-
priate Federal agencies, is authorized to pro-
vide appropriate assistance to support enti-
ties that, with respect to war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide perpetrated
by the regime of President Bashar al-Assad,
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all forces fighting on its behalf, and all non-
state armed groups fighting in the country,
including violent extremist groups in Syria
beginning in March 2011—

(1) identify suspected perpetrators of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno-
cide;

(2) collect, document, and protect evidence
of crimes and preserve the chain of custody
for such evidence;

(3) conduct criminal investigations;

(4) build Syria’s investigative and judicial
capacities and support prosecutions in the
domestic courts of Syria, provided that
President Bashar al-Assad is no longer in
power;

(5) support investigations by third-party
states, as appropriate; or

(6) protect witnesses that may be helpful
to prosecutions or other transitional justice
mechanisms.

(b) ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary of State, after consultation with ap-
propriate Federal agencies and the appro-
priate congressional committees, and taking
into account the findings of the transitional
justice study required under section 12 6, is
authorized to provide assistance to support
the creation and operation of transitional
justice mechanisms, including a potential
hybrid tribunal, to prosecute individuals sus-
pected of committing war crimes, crimes
against humanity, or genocide in Syria be-
ginning in March 2011.

(c) BRIEFING.—The Secretary of State shall
provide detailed, biannual briefings to the
appropriate congressional committees de-
scribing the assistance provided to entities
described in subsection (a).

SEC. 12 8. STATE DEPARTMENT REWARDS FOR
JUSTICE PROGRAM.

Section 36(b)(10) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)(10)) is amended by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing war crimes, crimes against humanity, or
genocide committed in Syria beginning in
March 2011)”’ after ‘‘genocide’.

SEC. 12 9. INDEPENDENT INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE SYR-
TAN ARAB REPUBLIC.

The Secretary of State, acting through the
United States Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, should use the voice,
vote, and influence of the United States at
the United Nations to advocate that the
United Nations Human Rights Council, while
the United States remains a member, annu-
ally extend the mandate of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the
Syrian Arab Republic until the Commission
has completed its investigation of all alleged
violations of international human rights
laws beginning in March 2011 in the Syrian
Arab Republic.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session to consider
the nomination of: Mr. Richard V.
Spencer to be Secretary of the Navy.
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 11,
2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Nominations.”
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017, at
10 a.m. for a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017
from 2:15 p.m.-2:30 p.m. in Room SH-219
of the Senate Hart Office Building to
hold a closed business meeting to con-
sider the nomination of Mr. David
Glawe to be Under Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017
from 2:30 p.m.—4:00 p.m. in Room SH-219
of the Senate Hart Office Building to
hold a closed hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 11,
2017, at 2:30 p.m. in SR-418, to conduct
a hearing on legislation pending before
the Committee.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY SUBCOMMITTEE
ON CRIME AND TERRORISM
The Committee on the Judiciary,
Subcommittee on Crime and Ter-
rorism, is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate, on July 11,
2017, at 2:30 p.m., in Room SD-226 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Concurrent
Congressional and Criminal Investiga-
tions: Lessons from History.”

—————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Gloria Ramirez, be granted privileges
of the floor for the balance of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
12, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 12 noon, Wednesday, July
12; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ation of the Nye nomination with all
postcloture time being expired; finally,
that if cloture is invoked on the
Hagerty nomination, the time count as
if cloture were invoked at 1 a.m.,
Wednesday, July 12.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators SANDERS, VAN HOLLEN, and
BLUMENTHAL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Connecticut.

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
come to the floor today after a fourth
field hearing in Connecticut. Every one
of those field hearings has been packed.
I spent time at a Planned Parenthood
clinic in Hartford, as well as having
visited others over the past year. I
have spent time with numerous pro-
viders and at community health cen-
ters and heard firsthand from the peo-
ple of Connecticut as to why the Re-
publican health bill, which has been
unveiled after having been concocted
behind closed doors, would devastate
the health and finances of Connecti-
cut’s families and their communities.

The bill that we expect to be dis-
closed later this week will almost cer-
tainly be defective in the same ways as
the bills that we have seen. To call
these proposals mean or heartless, as
the President has, is a gross under-
statement. The bill, very simply put,
would cost both dollars and lives, erod-
ing not just our ability to save money
by investing in a healthier future but
causing death and despair when neither
term is really necessary. This wound
would be self-inflicted, but it is a
wound that is preventable and avoid-
able.

I pledge to the people of Connecticut
that I will fight as long and as hard as
necessary to stop this grotesquely
cruel and costly proposal.

It is not, in fact, a healthcare bill. It
is a wealth care bill. It decimates Med-
icaid, saving, supposedly, close to $1
billion so that those savings can be
used for tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans. As Warren Buffett has
said—and he is one of them—‘I don’t
need it.” He would rather see it be used
for better healthcare and coverage, and
that is what the majority of Americans
want. That is why this proposal is so
deeply unpopular.

Now, after weeks of secrecy, followed
by chaos, we are back to secrecy again,
with Republicans retreating away from
their constituents and going behind
closed doors. Even over this past week,
when we were back in our home States,
they were crafting another bill. We
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have not seen it. We have not debated
it. We cannot even say that we know
anything about what is in it, and my
Republican colleagues know little
more than we do on this side of the
aisle. We know for sure, despite the se-
crecy, that the devastating effect
would be overwhelming on people
across income strata, geographic
boundaries, and cultural backgrounds.

I am here not to talk in abstractions.
I am here to talk about real people in
real life and to share the stories that I
heard at these field hearings—people’s
stories that they have entrusted me to
bring to you. Many of my colleagues
have refused to hear these stories from
their constituents because they would
hear how repugnant and repulsive this
bill is and how deeply angry the people
of the country are. The people of Con-
necticut and the country are outraged.

The reason is people like Ariella
Botts, and here she is. Ariella is 4 years
old. She came to my field hearing last
week with her mom, Rachel. Ariella, as
her mom told me, has nemaline myopa-
thy, which is a rare form of muscular
dystrophy. Their family relies on Med-
icaid for her care. I want to tell you ex-
actly what Rachel said about Ariella
and their family, because her words are
far more eloquent and powerful than
mine.

Rachel said:

The fact of the matter is that my daugh-
ter’s care would cost over $20,000 a month
out of pocket between her food, her medica-
tion, her care, and the breathing machines
that keep her lungs clear. There is no aver-
age American family that can pay $20,000 a
month of medical costs. We do our part. We
have two jobs a piece. We do everything we
can do. This is the only thing we ask for help
on.

Rachel went on to say:

Supporters of the Trumpcare bill want you
to believe that costs are high because there
is this nameless and faceless abuser of the
system, but I have spent hours in the waiting
rooms of Yale New Haven Hospital and Con-
necticut Children’s Medical Center. I have
spent hours in the neonatal intensive care
units and the emergency rooms, and I can
tell you that the people who are accessing
care on my level—they’re not abusers.

I am going to continue quoting Ra-
chel. I cannot really speak with the
same power and authenticity that she
has, but we are not allowed to show
videos here on the floor.

She continued:

We’re mothers and fathers who know that
there’s more for our children to achieve.
We’re tax-paying, community-investing, vot-
ing, involved warriors for our families.

I asked Rachel what would happen to
her family if Ariella did not have Med-
icaid, and Rachel said: “It would bank-
rupt us in less than a month.”

I want to tell you what it is like to
spend just a little bit of time with
Ariella. She is the most vivacious, ani-
mated, beautiful girl, and you would
not know anything about her condition
but for this apparatus, which is there
so she can lead a normal or a near nor-
mal life and be the wonderful young
lady that she is. I smile when I think of
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