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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 
2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017, at 
10 a.m. for a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
from 2:15 p.m.–2:30 p.m. in Room SH–219 
of the Senate Hart Office Building to 
hold a closed business meeting to con-
sider the nomination of Mr. David 
Glawe to be Under Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
from 2:30 p.m.–4:00 p.m. in Room SH–219 
of the Senate Hart Office Building to 
hold a closed hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 11, 
2017, at 2:30 p.m. in SR–418, to conduct 
a hearing on legislation pending before 
the Committee. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON CRIME AND TERRORISM 

The Committee on the Judiciary, 
Subcommittee on Crime and Ter-
rorism, is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate, on July 11, 
2017, at 2:30 p.m., in Room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Concurrent 
Congressional and Criminal Investiga-
tions: Lessons from History.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Gloria Ramirez, be granted privileges 
of the floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
12, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 12 noon, Wednesday, July 
12; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-

ation of the Nye nomination with all 
postcloture time being expired; finally, 
that if cloture is invoked on the 
Hagerty nomination, the time count as 
if cloture were invoked at 1 a.m., 
Wednesday, July 12. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senators SANDERS, VAN HOLLEN, and 
BLUMENTHAL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
f 

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today after a fourth 
field hearing in Connecticut. Every one 
of those field hearings has been packed. 
I spent time at a Planned Parenthood 
clinic in Hartford, as well as having 
visited others over the past year. I 
have spent time with numerous pro-
viders and at community health cen-
ters and heard firsthand from the peo-
ple of Connecticut as to why the Re-
publican health bill, which has been 
unveiled after having been concocted 
behind closed doors, would devastate 
the health and finances of Connecti-
cut’s families and their communities. 

The bill that we expect to be dis-
closed later this week will almost cer-
tainly be defective in the same ways as 
the bills that we have seen. To call 
these proposals mean or heartless, as 
the President has, is a gross under-
statement. The bill, very simply put, 
would cost both dollars and lives, erod-
ing not just our ability to save money 
by investing in a healthier future but 
causing death and despair when neither 
term is really necessary. This wound 
would be self-inflicted, but it is a 
wound that is preventable and avoid-
able. 

I pledge to the people of Connecticut 
that I will fight as long and as hard as 
necessary to stop this grotesquely 
cruel and costly proposal. 

It is not, in fact, a healthcare bill. It 
is a wealth care bill. It decimates Med-
icaid, saving, supposedly, close to $1 
billion so that those savings can be 
used for tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans. As Warren Buffett has 
said—and he is one of them—‘‘I don’t 
need it.’’ He would rather see it be used 
for better healthcare and coverage, and 
that is what the majority of Americans 
want. That is why this proposal is so 
deeply unpopular. 

Now, after weeks of secrecy, followed 
by chaos, we are back to secrecy again, 
with Republicans retreating away from 
their constituents and going behind 
closed doors. Even over this past week, 
when we were back in our home States, 
they were crafting another bill. We 

have not seen it. We have not debated 
it. We cannot even say that we know 
anything about what is in it, and my 
Republican colleagues know little 
more than we do on this side of the 
aisle. We know for sure, despite the se-
crecy, that the devastating effect 
would be overwhelming on people 
across income strata, geographic 
boundaries, and cultural backgrounds. 

I am here not to talk in abstractions. 
I am here to talk about real people in 
real life and to share the stories that I 
heard at these field hearings—people’s 
stories that they have entrusted me to 
bring to you. Many of my colleagues 
have refused to hear these stories from 
their constituents because they would 
hear how repugnant and repulsive this 
bill is and how deeply angry the people 
of the country are. The people of Con-
necticut and the country are outraged. 

The reason is people like Ariella 
Botts, and here she is. Ariella is 4 years 
old. She came to my field hearing last 
week with her mom, Rachel. Ariella, as 
her mom told me, has nemaline myopa-
thy, which is a rare form of muscular 
dystrophy. Their family relies on Med-
icaid for her care. I want to tell you ex-
actly what Rachel said about Ariella 
and their family, because her words are 
far more eloquent and powerful than 
mine. 

Rachel said: 
The fact of the matter is that my daugh-

ter’s care would cost over $20,000 a month 
out of pocket between her food, her medica-
tion, her care, and the breathing machines 
that keep her lungs clear. There is no aver-
age American family that can pay $20,000 a 
month of medical costs. We do our part. We 
have two jobs a piece. We do everything we 
can do. This is the only thing we ask for help 
on. 

Rachel went on to say: 
Supporters of the Trumpcare bill want you 

to believe that costs are high because there 
is this nameless and faceless abuser of the 
system, but I have spent hours in the waiting 
rooms of Yale New Haven Hospital and Con-
necticut Children’s Medical Center. I have 
spent hours in the neonatal intensive care 
units and the emergency rooms, and I can 
tell you that the people who are accessing 
care on my level—they’re not abusers. 

I am going to continue quoting Ra-
chel. I cannot really speak with the 
same power and authenticity that she 
has, but we are not allowed to show 
videos here on the floor. 

She continued: 
We’re mothers and fathers who know that 

there’s more for our children to achieve. 
We’re tax-paying, community-investing, vot-
ing, involved warriors for our families. 

I asked Rachel what would happen to 
her family if Ariella did not have Med-
icaid, and Rachel said: ‘‘It would bank-
rupt us in less than a month.’’ 

I want to tell you what it is like to 
spend just a little bit of time with 
Ariella. She is the most vivacious, ani-
mated, beautiful girl, and you would 
not know anything about her condition 
but for this apparatus, which is there 
so she can lead a normal or a near nor-
mal life and be the wonderful young 
lady that she is. I smile when I think of 
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