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The Senate met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable DEB
FISCHER, a Senator from the State of
Nebraska.

———
PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by Pastor Bill
Ewing of Christian Life Ministries in
Rapid City, SD.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Please join me.

As we bow our knees before You, Fa-
ther, grant us thankful hearts and let
our eyes see the many blessings we
have been given living in this great
land.

Put a protective hedge around these
leaders, their marriages, and their fam-
ilies, and let peace dwell in their
homes. O Lord, strengthen these that
You have placed with this authority so
Christ may dwell in their hearts
through faith; and that they would be
rooted and grounded in loving kindness
and truth. May they be able to com-
prehend the knowledge of Your will
and to know the love of Christ so they
make decisions that protect and pre-
serve the lives You have entrusted to
them.

Lord, teach us to listen. The times
are noisy and our ears are weary with
the thousands of sounds that continu-
ously assault us. Give us the spirit of
young Samuel when he said to You,
“Speak, for Your servant is listening.”
Let us hear You speaking in our hearts
so that we get used to the sound of
Your voice; that its tones may be fa-
miliar to us, and we would lead this
great Nation accordingly.

Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

Senate

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 13, 2017.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DEB FISCHER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nebraska, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. FISCHER thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

The Senator from South Dakota.

—————

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
wish to express my appreciation for the
opportunity to welcome to the U.S.
Senate Pastor Bill Ewing.

Pastor Bill Ewing started a ministry
called Christian Life Ministries in the
early 1980s in Rapid City, SD, along
with his wife Nancy. It is a ministry
that has impacted thousands of people
across this country, my wife Kimberly
and I being among those, and our fam-
ily. We have benefited enormously
from Pastor Ewing’s spiritual
mentorship, his always wise and godly
council, and his example of faithful-
ness.

In addition to those in my State of
South Dakota and across the country,
the ministry has been involved through
the years in ministering to people who
have been through very difficult cir-
cumstances. They were there after 9/11
in New York and after Hurricane
Katrina. There have been countless ex-
amples of things that happened not
only here at home but also around the
world—all the things that have gone on
in the country of Haiti—Christian Life
Ministries has been on the scene and
has been very ably ministering to peo-
ple who have been impacted by these
horrific events.

Bill Ewing is a lifelong South Dako-
tan, although he did venture over to
Wyoming to go to college, where he
was a two-time All American baseball
player and actually was in the Cali-
fornia Angels farm system for a num-
ber of years before an injury ended his
career, but that loss to the California
Angels and Major League Baseball was
an enormous win for people all over
South Dakota and all across this coun-
try who have benefited from the work
he and his team in Christian Life Min-
istries have done.

So it is my honor to be able to wel-
come Pastor Bill Ewing to the U.S.
Senate. I thank Chaplain Black for his
hospitality and generosity for allowing
my friend and pastor, Bill Ewing, to be
the visiting Chaplain here in the U.S.
Senate.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
the American people deserve better
than ObamaCare.

Across the country, Americans are
paying more for less under ObamaCare.
Already, ObamaCare premiums have
increased, on average, by more than 100
percent on the Federal exchange. Next
year, ObamaCare premiums could rise
by as much as 50 percent or more in
States like Georgia and Maryland.

All across the country, Americans
are losing choice and access. Already,
Americans living in 70 percent of the
counties have little or no options for
ObamaCare insurance. Next year, near-
ly 40 percent fewer insurers have filed
to participate in the ObamaCare ex-
changes. Many Americans face the real
possibility of having no options to pick
from at all.

These trends are not new—-costs have
been going up and choice has been
going down for years—but these trends
continue to get worse, and things are
not likely to turn around unless we
act.

ObamaCare was a direct attack on
the middle class from the very start. It
is a ticking timebomb today.
ObamaCare’s years-long hurtle toward
collapse is rapidly approaching its
seemingly inevitable conclusion, total
meltdown, which would hurt even more
Americans on top of those it has hurt
already.

We can’t let that happen, and we are
continuing to work hard to ensure it
doesn’t.

After extensive consultation across
the conference, numerous meetings
with constituents, and intensive con-
versations with Members, our con-
ference has updated last month’s Bet-
ter Care discussion draft with addi-
tional provisions to make it stronger.
We just walked through that revised
draft together. It is now available on-
line. I encourage everyone to review it.

As before, it aims to stabilize and re-
form the collapsing insurance markets
that have left too many with no op-
tions, and it aims to make insurance
more affordable and more flexible so it
is something Americans actually want
to buy.

For those stuck with ObamaCare in-
surance they don’t want or can’t af-
ford, we don’t think they should be
forced to buy it any longer. For those
who buy insurance on an exchange and
want to continue doing so, we want
them to have lower premiums and
more choices.

For those tired of healthcare deci-
sions being outsourced to far-off bu-
reaucrats, we want to transfer millions
of those decisions back to them and to
their doctors.
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We also want to strengthen Medicaid
for those who need it most, by giving
States more flexibility while ensuring
that those who rely on this program
don’t have the rug pulled out from
under them. Many States want the
ability to reform and improve their
Medicaid Program so they can actually
deliver better care at a lower cost, and
we would like to dramatically expand
their authority to do that. It is an idea

that should significantly improve
healthcare in States all across our
country.

The draft we just discussed, like the
one before it, addresses all of these ob-
jectives. It would again give Americans
more tools for managing their own care
and this time goes even further. It
would again devote significant re-
sources to the fight against the opioid
crisis and this time goes even further.
The revised draft improves on the pre-
vious version in a number of ways, all
while retaining the fundamental goals
of providing stability and improving
affordability.

Now, regardless, I am sure we can ex-
pect many of the same, tired, and pre-
dictable attacks from the defenders of
ObamaCare’s failed status quo. It hard-
ly matters what the draft says; they
would launch the same kinds of at-
tacks anyway.

I would remind colleagues, this is the
same crowd that said ObamaCare
would lower costs, they pledged it
would increase choice, and they pro-
moted the infamous broken promise—if
you like your plan, you can keep your
plan. They were wrong before, and they
are wrong again today.

Moreover, serious ObamaCare solu-
tions from Democrats are hard to find
these days. What we have heard re-
cently essentially boils down to this:

No. 1, apply a multibillion-dollar
bandaid—no reforms, no changes, just
billions more for insurers. That is the
game plan of the folks on the other
side.

No. 2, quadruple down on ObamaCare
and pass a massive expansion of a
failed idea that puts bureaucrats in
control of nearly every single
healthcare decision in the country. The
total cost of that so-called single-payer
idea could add up to $32 trillion, ac-
cording to an estimate of a leading pro-
posal.

These are not serious solutions that
Americans need to solve the real prob-
lems before us, but if Democrats would
like to offer these ideas, then let’s open
debate on the underlying legislation so
they can do that. I am sure Members
will have more ideas about how we can
improve this draft. The only way for
anyone—Democrat, Republican, or
Independent—to have that opportunity
is to vote yes on opening the debate.

We expect an updated projection
from the Congressional Budget Office
early next week. Once that is released,
we will have the opportunity to vote on
the motion to proceed. That is the only
way by which everyone will be able to
come to the floor, share their ideas,
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and have their voices heard through
both robust debate and a robust
amendment process.

I remain disappointed that our
Democratic friends made clear early on
that they did not want to engage in a
serious, bipartisan effort to solve this
issue. But they have a renewed oppor-
tunity to engage now. I hope they will
take it. I hope every Senator will vote
to open debate because that is how we
change the status quo.

This is our opportunity to really
make a difference on healthcare. This
is our chance to bring about changes
we have been talking about since
ObamaCare was forced on the Amer-
ican people. It is our time to finally
build the bridge away from
ObamaCare’s failures and deliver relief
to those who need it.

Failure to act means more families
get hurt as it continues to collapse. It
also means the law’s problems will
grow more formidable, making them
even harder to solve. That is not some-
thing any of us should be comfortable
with.

So it is time to rise to the occasion.
The American people deserve better
than the pain of ObamaCare. They de-
serve better care, and the time to de-
liver that for them is next week.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

———
HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
after 2 weeks of delay, we have now
seen the revised Republican TrumpCare
bill. It appears that little has changed
to the core of the bill.

The Republican TrumpCare bill still
slashes Medicaid. The cuts are every
bit as draconian as they were in the
previous version—a devastating blow
to rural hospitals, to Americans in
nursing homes, to those struggling
with opioid addiction, and so many
more. The Republican TrumpCare bill
still allows insurers to charge older
Americans five times or more than
they charge younger Americans. Pre-
miums for so many people aged 55 to 64
will go way up. Americans in their six-
ties could be paying tens of thousands
of dollars more than they do today.
The Republican TrumpCare bill still
blocks funding to Planned Parenthood,
limiting access to affordable
healthcare for millions of women.
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