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TRIBUTE TO NICK MONTIETH

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Nick Montieth, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Nick is a recent graduate of Black
Hills State University in Spearfish, SD,
having earned a degree in political
science. After a gap year, he plans to
attend the University of South Dakota
School of Law. Nick is a dedicated
worker who has been committed to get-
ting the most out of his experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Nick Montieth for all of
the fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to
come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO SCOTT SIMONS

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Scott Simons, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Scott is a graduate of Roosevelt High
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently,
he is attending South Dakota State
University in Brookings, SD, where he
is majoring in economics. Scott is a
dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of his
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Scott Simons for all of
the fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to

come.®
————
TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN PETER A.
MACHTEL

e Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
wish to honor an outstanding Amer-
ican, Captain Peter A. Machtel, on his
retirement from American Airlines.

Captain Machtel distinguished him-
self with over 30 years of safe commer-
cial airline flying for Piedmont,
USAirways, and American Airlines. In
addition, he served the American pub-
lic as a Federal flight deck duty offi-
cer, beginning with that program as
soon as it was implemented following
the attacks on 9/11. His work for more
than 15 years with that vital security
program demonstrated his selfless duty
and commitment to the safety of the
American people.

Over the years, I have relied on Cap-
tain Machtel’s knowledge and insights
on issues relating to airlines, pensions,
and aviation safety. I know that his
wisdom and dedication to our country
will be sorely missed.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking Captain Machtel for his dis-
tinguished service and congratulating
him on his retirement.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:32 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1492. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral to register practitioners to transport
controlled substances to States in which the
practitioner is not registered under the Act
for the purpose of administering the sub-
stances (under applicable State law) at loca-
tions other than principal places of business
or professional practice.

H.R. 1719. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire approxi-
mately 44 acres of land in Martinez, Cali-
fornia, for inclusion in the John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2200. An act to reauthorize the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2430. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for prescription
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, and
biosimilar biological products, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2480. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
include an additional permissible use of
amounts provided as grants under the Byrne
JAG program, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2664. An act to direct the Secretary of
Labor to train certain Department of Labor
personnel how to effectively detect and as-
sist law enforcement in preventing human
trafficking during the course of their pri-
mary roles and responsibilities, and for other
purposes.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1492. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral to register practitioners to transport
controlled substances to States in which the
practitioner is not registered under the Act
for the purpose of administering the sub-
stances (under applicable State law) at loca-
tions other than principal places of business
or professional practice; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

H.R. 2200. An act to reauthorize the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

H.R. 2480. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
include an additional permissible use of
amounts provided as grants under the Byrne
JAG program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 2664. An act to direct the Secretary of
Labor to train certain Department of Labor
personnel how to effectively detect and as-
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sist law enforcement in preventing human
trafficking during the course of their pri-
mary roles and responsibilities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1719. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire approxi-
mately 44 acres of land in Martinez, Cali-
fornia, for inclusion in the John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site, and for other purposes.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 2430. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for prescription
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, and
biosimilar biological products, and for other
purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-2163. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Flonicamid; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9962-15) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 10, 2017;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-2164. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Prosulfuron; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9962-97) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 10, 2017;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-2165. A communication from the Chair-
man, Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Corporation’s annual report for calendar
year 2016; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-2166. A communication from the Senior
Official performing the duties of the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report entitled ‘“‘Report to Con-
gress on Department of Defense Fiscal Year
2016 Purchases from Foreign Entities’; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-2167. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Karen E. Dyson, United States Army,
and her advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-2168. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Flora D. Darpino, United States Army,
and her advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-2169. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
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the approved retirement of Vice Admiral
Nora W. Tyson, United States Navy, and her
advancement to the grade of vice admiral on
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-2170. A communication from the Chair-
man, Securities and Exchange Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 2016 An-
nual Report of the Securities Investor Pro-
tection Corporation (SIPC); to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-2171. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Suspension of Community
Eligibility (Carbon County, MT, et al.)” ((44
CFR Part 64) (Docket No. FEMA-2017-0002))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 14, 2017; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-2172. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Illinois; Emis-
sions Statement Rule Certification for the
2008 Ozone Standard” (FRL No. 9964-65-Re-
gion 5) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-2173. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Indiana; Redesig-
nation of the Muncie Area to Attainment of
the 2008 Lead Standard; Withdrawal of Direct
Final Rule” (FRL No. 9964-63-Region 5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-2174. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Ohio; Control of
Emissions of Organic Materials That Are Not
Regulated by VOC RACT Rules” (FRL No.
9964-46-Region b) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 10, 2017; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-2175. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; TN: Non-inter-
ference Demonstration for Federal Low-Reid
Vapor Pressure Requirement in Shelby
County” (FRL No. 9964-56-Region 4) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-2176. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans; Pennsyl-
vania; Volatile Organic Compound Reason-
ably Available Control Technology for 1997
Ozone Standard” (FRL No. 9964-58-Region 3)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-2177. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Procedures for Chemical Risk Eval-
uation Under the Amended Toxic Substances
Control Act” ((RIN2070-AK20) (FRL No. 9964
38)) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.
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EC-2178. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safe Harbor for
Service Agreements Providing Electricity to
Federal Government Generated by Solar
Equipment” (Rev. Proc. 2017-19) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 5,
2017; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2179. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘2017 Calendar Year
Resident Population Figures’” (Notice 2017-
19) received during adjournment of the Sen-
ate in the Office of the President of the Sen-
ate on July 5, 2017; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-2180. A communication from the Chief
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations
Branch, Bureau of Customs and Border Pro-
tection, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of Import Restric-
tions Imposed on Archaeological Objects and
Ecclesiastical and Ritual Ethnological Mate-
rials from Cyprus” (RIN1515-AE31) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 11, 2017; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-2181. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Condi-
tions of Participation for Home Health Agen-
cies; Delay of Effective Date” ((RIN0938—
AG81) (CMS-3819-F2)) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 10,
2017; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2182. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst (Political), Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Secretary of Health
and Human Services, received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 10,
2017; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2183. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst (Political), Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-2184. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an addendum to a
certification, of the proposed sale or export
of defense articles and/or defense services to
a Middle East country (0SS-2017-0724); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2185. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2017-0123—2017-0128); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2186. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the status of the
Government of Cuba’s compliance with the
United States-Cuba September 1994 ‘‘Joint
Communique,” and on the treatment of per-
sons returned to Cuba in accordance with the
United States-Cuba May 1995 ‘“‘Joint State-
ment,” and the United States-Cuba January
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2017 “‘Joint Statement’’; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC-2187. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst (Political), Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, Department of Health and
Human Services, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 10, 2017; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

EC-2188. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Listing of Color Additives
Exempt from Certification; Spirulina Ex-
tract’” (Docket No. FDA-2016-C-2570) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-2189. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Food Labeling; Nutrition
Labeling of Standard Menu Items in Res-
taurants and Similar Retail Food Establish-
ments; Extension of Comment Period”
((RIN0910-AGb7) (Docket No. FDA-2011-F-
0172)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-2190. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Division of Select
Agents and Toxins, Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Control
of Communicable Diseases; Correction”
(RIN0920-A A63) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 10, 2017; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

EC-2191. A communication from the Acting
Chief Privacy Officer, Department of Home-
land Security, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Department of Home-
land Security Privacy Office’s Fiscal Year
2017 Semiannual Report to Congress’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-2192. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, two (2) reports relative
to vacancies in the Department of Homeland
Security, received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 5, 2017; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-2193. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled, ‘‘Metropoli-
tan Police Monitor Nearly 2,500 Demonstra-
tions in 2014-2016 and Report No First
Amendment Inquiries’’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-2194. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulatory Coordination Division,
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘International Entrepreneur Rule:
Delay of Effective Date” (RIN1615-AC04) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 11, 2017; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-2195. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Legislative Division, The
American Legion, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the financial condi-
tion of The American Legion as of December
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31, 2016 and 2015; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

EC-2196. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fishing Capacity Reduction Program for
the Crab Species Covered by the Fishery
Management Plan for the Bering Sea/Aleu-
tian Islands King and Tanner Crabs”
(RIN0648-AP25) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 5, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-2197. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regu-
latory Programs, Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Taking and Importing Marine Mam-
mals; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to
Commercial Fireworks Displays at Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary’ (RIN0648-—
BG50) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 5, 2017; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-2198. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Counsel, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hollings Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership—Amend-
ments to the Terms and Schedule of Finan-
cial Assistance” (RIN0693-AB64) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 5,
2017; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2199. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Transition
Progress Report Form and Filing Require-
ments for Stations Not Eligible for Reim-
bursement from the TV Broadcast Reloca-
tion Fund” ((MB Docket No. 16-306 and GN
Docket No. 12-268) (DA 17-484)) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 5, 2017;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2200. A communication from the Senior
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Ar-
bitration Agreements’” (RIN3170-AA51) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 10, 2017; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-54. A resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives of the State of Louisiana
memorializing the United States Congress to
take such actions as are necessary to sup-
port the domestic beef industry; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 129

Whereas, the value of the domestic beef in-
dustry is a vital and integral part of the
United States economy; and

Whereas, the 2016 economic impact was ap-
proximately sixty-seven billion in farm cash
receipts for cattle and calves; and

Whereas, there are over nine hundred thou-
sand total cattle and calf operations in the
United States of which ninety-one percent
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are family owned or individually operated,
and eleven percent are operated by women;
and

Whereas, domestic beef production in 2017
is estimated to be approximately twenty-five
billion eight hundred million pounds; and

Whereas, the amount of beef consumed in
the United States in 2016 was approximately
twenty-five Dbillion six hundred million
pounds; and

Whereas, it is essential to the success of
the domestic beef industry to increase inter-
national trade to key export markets; and

Whereas, the promotion of policies which
highlight the quality, safety, sustainability,
and nutritional value of domestic beef will
drive growth in domestic beef exports; and

Whereas, it is in the nation’s best interest
to protect against legislative policies or
agency regulations that have a negative im-
pact on the economic health of the domestic
beef industry; and

Whereas, minor changes in future domestic
beef import or export levels can significantly
change the net beef supply and beef prices;
and

Whereas, important steps to supporting
the domestic beef industry include devel-
oping a comprehensive national strategy for
including beef in future dietary guidelines
and investing in necessary research to im-
prove productivity and efficiency; and

Whereas, it is critical to the success of the
domestic beef industry to identify barriers
and develop strategies to attract and enable
the next generation of farmers into the do-
mestic beef industry; and

Whereas, terrorist attacks have heightened
the nation’s awareness of agriterrorism and
placed a renewed focus on ensuring the pro-
tection of the nation’s critical infrastruc-
tures, including the domestic beef food sup-
ply; and

Whereas, an intentional contamination of
the domestic beef food supply could harm
millions of people and cripple our vast agri-
culture system; and

Whereas, it is critical to preserve the
United States domestic beef supply and pre-
vent reliance on foreign nations for food; and

Whereas, it will be necessary to develop a
variety of federal actions to support the do-
mestic beef industry including proposals
which encourage domestic beef production,
improve consumer demand, protect our na-
tion’s critical infrastructure, attract new
farmers, improve the business climate, and
increase trade to export markets. Therefore
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Legislature of Louisiana memo-
rializes the Congress of the United States to
take such actions as are necessary to sup-
port the domestic beef industry. Be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-55. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Nevada express-
ing the support of the Nevada Legislature for
the enactment and use of the Antiquities Act
and the designation of the Basin and Range
National Monument and the Gold Butte Na-
tional Monument in this State; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 13

Whereas, The provisions of 54 U.S.C. 320301,
commonly referred to as the ‘‘Antiquities
Act,” authorize the President of the United
States to designate as national monuments
any historic landmarks, historic and pre-
historic structures and other objects of his-
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toric or scientific interest that are located
on land owned or controlled by the Federal
Government; and

Whereas, The Gold Butte National Monu-
ment was designated as a national monu-
ment under the Antiquities Act to protect
and preserve approximately 300,000 acres of
public lands in Clark County, Nevada; and

Whereas, Desert Bighorn Sheep, Gila Mon-
sters, Desert Tortoises and other species of
concern live in the Gold Butte National
Monument; and

Whereas, As a way to honor their ancestral
lands, the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians and
the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe have supported
the designation of the Gold Butte National
Monument because it is rich with cultural
artifacts and sublime petroglyphs; and

Whereas, The Basin and Range National
Monument was designated as a national
monument under the Antiquities Act to pro-
tect and preserve approximately 700,000 acres
of public land in Lincoln and Nye Counties,
Nevada; and

Whereas, The Basin and Range National
Monument provides vital habitat for Desert
Bighorn Sheep, Gila Monsters, Rocky Moun-
tain Elk, mule deer, various kinds of sage-
brush and many other species of concern;
and

Whereas, The Basin and Range National
Monument protects many cultural artifacts
which date from the early human inhab-
itants of the area encompassed by the Basin
and Range National Monument to the cre-
ation of one of the world’s greatest works of
art, entitled ‘‘City,” by world renowned art-
ist Michael Heizer; and

Whereas, Hunting, hiking and hundreds of
miles of motorized access are allowed in both
the Basin and Range National Monument
and the Gold Butte National Monument; and

Whereas, The residents of this State have
long benefitted from the designation of the
Lehman Caves National Monument by
former President of the United States War-
ren G. Harding and the subsequent inclusion
of the Lehman Caves National Monument in
the Great Basin National Park; and

Whereas, Outdoor recreation activities
generate approximately $15 billion dollars in
direct consumer spending each year in the
State of Nevada and approximately $1 billion
dollars in state and local tax revenue; and

Whereas, The designation of the Basin and
Range National Monument and the Gold
Butte Monument will increase tourism and
protect important wildlife habitat and cul-
tural resources in this State; and

Whereas, Former President of the United
States Theodore Roosevelt first used the An-
tiquities Act in 1906 and 16 former presidents
in the last 111 years, of whom 8 were Repub-
licans and 8 were Democrats, have used the
Antiquities Act to protect the natural, cul-
tural, and historic heritage of the United
States; and

Whereas, The designation of mnational
monuments is a uniquely American idea and
the Antiquities Act was enacted to preserve
worthy public lands as national monuments
for future generations; and

Whereas, Many unique sites, including,
without limitation, the Grand Canyon, the
Statue of Liberty and sites that celebrate
and memorialize American history from
slavery to civil rights battles, have been pro-
tected under the Antiquities Act; and

Whereas, The designation of mnational
monuments provides additional protections
for public lands which are held in trust for
all Americans, including public lands which
are available for traditional uses such as
hunting, fishing, grazing, tribal wood and
herbal gathering and other historical uses;
and

Whereas, The beneficial use of renewable
land, water and wildlife resources is essen-
tial to the long-term economy of this State;
and
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