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jobs, expanded economic growth and 
provided consumers with access to 
lower cost goods and services. 

The forced purchase of American ves-
sels combined with the immense cost 
associated with U.S. shipbuilding has 
forced U.S. shippers to act against 
their best interests to the detriment of 
their businesses. While foreign-built 
coastal-sized ships typically cost be-
tween $25–30 million, a U.S.-made ship 
of the same size can cost anywhere be-
tween $190–250 million. A repeal of the 
Jones Act, over time, would have broad 
impact. According to a 2002 U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission study, re-
pealing the Jones Act would lower 
shipping costs by about 22 percent. The 
Commission also found that repealing 
the Jones Act would have an annual 
positive effect of $656 million on the 
overall U.S. economy. Though this dec-
ade-and-a-half-old study provides some 
of the most recent statistics available, 
it is not hard to imagine the modern 
affect that maritime deregulation 
would contribute to this industry. 

Congress must take action to repeal 
laws that have outlived their useful-
ness and are no longer relevant to mod-
ern commerce. It is unacceptable that 
millions of dollars in the U.S. economy 
are lost every year to an antiquated 
policy, and unacceptable that this body 
is unable to disengage from special in-
terests in order to participate in a pro-
ductive debate on this issue. I encour-
age my colleagues to reflect on our re-
sponsibility as lawmakers and see the 
Jones Act for what it really is: an out-
dated and protectionist policy that 
only serves to harm the American 
economy and consumer. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 219—DESIG-
NATING JULY 13, 2017, AS ‘‘SUM-
MER LEARNING DAY’’, A DAY TO 
REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF PROVIDING YOUNG PEOPLE 
WITH SAFE, PRODUCTIVE, AND 
ENRICHING ACTIVITIES EVERY 
SUMMER, ENSURING THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE RETURN TO SCHOOL IN 
THE FALL WITH THE SKILLS 
VITAL TO SUCCEED IN THE 
YEAR AHEAD 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 219 

Whereas summer learning loss widens an 
already existing achievement gap that stays 
constant during the 9-month school year; 

Whereas summer learning loss dispropor-
tionately impacts the learning of children 
from lower-income households or with spe-
cial educational needs; 

Whereas, during the summer, students lose 
approximately 2 months of grade level 
equivalency in math computation skills and 
low-income students lose an additional 2 
months in reading achievement; 

Whereas effective summer programs can 
bridge the eighth to ninth grade transition 
and strategically decrease dropout rates of 
high risk students; 

Whereas only 1 in 7 students received the 
nutrition and meals they needed during the 
summer of 2016; 

Whereas summer learning programs con-
tribute to the academic and social growth of 
students, provide safe and healthy spaces for 
children during the summer, and give young 
people the tools necessary for success in 
school; 

Whereas summer youth employment pro-
grams provide young people with access to 
meaningful experiences that foster interest 
in potential careers, encourage financial and 
personal responsibility, and emphasize com-
munity engagement; 

Whereas many organizations, including 
public agencies, schools, libraries, museums, 
recreation centers, camps, and businesses, 
assist with the personal development of 
young people through summer activities; 

Whereas students who do not receive su-
pervision during the summer are far more 
likely to receive poor grades, exhibit behav-
ioral issues, and drop out of school; 

Whereas summer learning contributes to 
increasing high school graduation rates; and 

Whereas summer learning is a crucial com-
ponent in ensuring that all students grad-
uate from high school and emerge ready for 
the next endeavor, which may be to attend 
college or start a career: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates July 
13, 2017, as ‘‘Summer Learning Day’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 220—EX-
PRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 
FALUN GONG PRACTITIONERS 
WHO HAVE LOST LIVES, FREE-
DOMS, AND RIGHTS FOR ADHER-
ING TO THEIR BELIEFS AND 
PRACTICES AND CONDEMNING 
THE PRACTICE OF NON-CON-
SENTING ORGAN HARVESTING, 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. COONS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 220 

Whereas Falun Gong (also known as Falun 
Dafa) is a Chinese spiritual discipline found-
ed by Li Hongzhi in 1992 that consists of spir-
itual and moral teachings, meditation, and 
exercise, and is based upon the universal 
principles of truthfulness, compassion, and 
forbearance; 

Whereas, during the mid-1990s, Falun Gong 
acquired a large and diverse following, with 
as many as 70,000,000 practitioners at its 
peak; 

Whereas, on April 25, 1999, an estimated 
10,000 to 30,000 Falun Gong practitioners 
gathered in Beijing to protest growing re-
strictions by the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China on the activities of Falun 
Gong practitioners, and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China responded 
with an intensive, comprehensive, and unfor-
giving campaign against the movement that 
began on July 20, 1999, with the banning of 
Falun Gong; 

Whereas the Constitution of the People’s 
Republic of China guarantees basic rights, 
including the freedoms of speech, associa-
tion, demonstration, and religion; 

Whereas, in 1993, the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China praised Li 
Hongzhi for his contributions in ‘‘safe-
guarding social order and security’’ and 
‘‘promoting rectitude in society’’; 

Whereas, in many detention facilities and 
labor camps, Falun Gong prisoners of con-
science have at times comprised the major-
ity of the population, and have been said to 
receive the longest sentences and the worst 
treatment, including torture; 

Whereas, according to overseas Falun Gong 
and human rights organizations, since 1999, 
from several hundred to a few thousand 
Falun Gong adherents have died in custody 
from torture, abuse, and neglect; 

Whereas a review of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China by the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council’s Working 
Group on the Universal Periodic Review in 
October 2013 recommended that China 
‘‘[s]top the prosecution and persecution of 
people for the practice of their religion or 
belief including Catholics, other Christians, 
Tibetans, Uyghurs, and Falun Gong’’; 

Whereas the United Nations Committee 
Against Torture and the Special Rapporteur 
on Torture have expressed concern over the 
allegations of organ harvesting from Falun 
Gong prisoners, and have called on the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to 
increase accountability and transparency in 
the organ transplant system and punish 
those responsible for abuses; 

Whereas the killing of religious or political 
prisoners for the purpose of selling their or-
gans for transplant is an egregious and intol-
erable violation of the fundamental right to 
life; 

Whereas voluntary and informed consent is 
the precondition for ethical organ donation, 
and international medical organizations 
state that prisoners, deprived of their free-
dom, are not in the position to give free con-
sent and that the practice of sourcing organs 
from prisoners is a violation of ethical guide-
lines in medicine; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China and the Communist Party 
of China continue to deny reports that many 
organs are taken without the consent of pris-
oners, yet at the same time prevent inde-
pendent verification of its transplant sys-
tem; 

Whereas the organ transplantation system 
in China does not comply with the World 
Health Organization’s requirement of trans-
parency and traceability in organ procure-
ment pathways; 

Whereas the United States Department of 
State Country Report on Human Rights for 
China for 2014 stated, ‘‘Advocacy groups con-
tinued to report instances of organ har-
vesting from prisoners.’’; 

Whereas Huang Jiefu, director of the China 
Organ Donation Committee, announced in 
December 2014 that China would end the 
practice of organ harvesting from executed 
prisoners by January 1, 2015, but did not di-
rectly address organ harvesting from pris-
oners of conscience; 

Whereas Freedom House reported in 2015 
that Falun Gong practitioners comprise the 
largest portion of prisoners of conscience in 
China, and face an elevated risk of dying or 
being killed in custody; 

Whereas the Department of State Country 
Report on Human Rights for China for 2016 
reported that ‘‘some international medical 
professionals and human rights researchers 
questioned the voluntary nature of the 
(transplantation) system, the accuracy of of-
ficial statistics, and official claims about the 
source of organs’’; 

Whereas the Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on China (CECC) stated in 2016 that 
‘‘international observers, including the U.S. 
House of Representatives and the European 
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