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by protecting and promoting U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security interests.

| have submitted three amendments to de-
fend against espionage and provide deter-
rence against threats to the United States:

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 177 author-
ized the Secretary of Defense to work with
local partners in providing security at civilian
nuclear research centers to assure nuclear
weapons do not fall into the possession of ter-
rorists or rogue nations.

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 181 re-
quired the Secretary of Defense to report to
Congress the programs employed to ensure
Department of Defense National Security Edu-
cation Program students studying abroad are
trained to recognize, resist, and report against
foreign governmental recruitment efforts.

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 179 di-
rected the Secretary of Defense to conduct
and report to Congress the results of a study
on whether requirement to notify Voting Action
Officer within 10 days of registration in service
member duty reassignment state imposes sig-
nificant burden on military voters.

Two of these amendments sought to ad-
dress known threats to our national interest
and one would have assured that changes in
voter registration rules for persons serving in
the military would not impose an undue bur-
den to their right to vote at a polling location
instead of by absentee ballot.

Jackson Lee Amendment No. 177 (Secure
Nuclear Material in developing nations)

There is a wide array of peaceful uses for
nuclear material such as nuclear power plant
power generation; radiation treatment for can-
cer and other medical conditions; as well as
research at academic and research institu-
tions.

China and India are both pursuing nuclear
power as an option to dependence on fossil
fuels, while oil-rich Gulf nations are consid-
ering nuclear power with the hope of exporting
more oil.

There are 65 reactors being built around the
world, and 69 percent of them are in Brazil,
Russia, India and China.

India has no fossil fuel resources and is ex-
panding its use of nuclear power to address
shortfalls in electric generation capacity that is
out stripped by economic growth.

India goal is to have nuclear power be the
source for 50 percent of its electricity needs
by 2050.

| have submitted six amendments to protect
women and health:

4. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 224 pro-
vides $2.5 million increase in funding to com-
bat Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

5. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 180 en-
forces the title and section “Minority and Busi-
ness Ownership” to include HUZ and dis-
advantaged businesses.

6. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 226 directs
the Secretary of the Navy to report to Con-
gress on the ability to apply desalination tech-
nologies for drought relief for both military and
civilian purposes.

7. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 431 directs
that the Office of Women’s Business Owner-
ship shall include a focus on outreach and en-
gagement of minority women owned busi-
nesses.

All six of these amendments enhance the
NDAA.

| have submitted two amendments to ensure
greater cybersecurity capacity and resource
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allocation for the purpose of protecting Amer-
ica’s Cyber Defense interest:

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 182 directs
the Secretary of Defense to develop plans for
early detection, mitigation, and defense
against state-sponsored cyberattacks regard-
ing elections and voter engagement efforts.

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 183 directs
the Secretary of Defense to develop effective
countermeasures to defend networks against
attacks by cyber weapons.

Both of these Jackson Lee amendments of-
fered improvements to the NDAA’s protection
of America’s cyber security.

In addition to these Amendments, | am in
support of the AUMF Amendment offered by
Representatives WALTER JONES and JOHN
CONYERS that was not made in order by the
Rules Committee.

Congress has an obligation to the American
people to debate the issue of war.

Our military is now in theaters of war with-
out Congressional approval which is in con-
travention to the Constitution because it states
that only Congress has the power to declare
war.

We must continue to direct our efforts as a
body to ensure that our troops remain the best
equipped and prepared military force in the
world. They are not just soldiers they are sons
and daughters, husbands and wives, brothers
and sisters—they are some of the people we
represent as Members of Congress. Support
for them is a sacred obligation of Congress,
both to those who are at risk on battlefields
and serving as the guard against threats
around the world, but they are also those who
have returned home from war.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIKE
MCcGARVIN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to
pay tribute to the life and service of Mr. Mike
McGarvin. Mike was the beloved founder of
the Poverello House, a homeless shelter in
Fresno which provides programs and support
services to hundreds of people every day. For
decades Mike touched the lives of countless
disadvantaged people in the Fresno area
using one simple message, ‘“Listen with com-
passion; give with a warm heart and a smile.”

Mike, or “Papa Mike,” as he was affection-
ately known by many, was born in San Fran-
cisco, California in 1944. After early struggles
in life, he found solace in a coffee house in
San Francisco called Poverello that served
those in need. The coffee house was run by
a priest, who later asked Mike to volunteer
there, an opportunity that proved to be life
changing.

After seven years of volunteering at the San
Francisco Poverello, Mike and his wife Mary
moved back to her hometown of Fresno where
he worked as a photographer for the local
newspaper, The Fresno Bee. After observing
Fresno’s homeless population, Mike was re-
minded of the kindness shown to him at
Poverello in San Francisco, and he pledged to
find a way to give back.

Mike initiated his legacy by passing out pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwiches to the home-
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less and the hungry from the back of his car.
Soon after, he purchased a small storefront
and opened the Poverello House to help those
in need in Fresno, naming his small outfit after
the place in San Francisco that saved his life.
Since its modest beginnings, the Poverello
House has grown. It now provides three meals
a day, 365 days a year to those in need as
well as many other services, such as clothing
distribution, emergency food bags, a medical
clinic, the Men’s Resident Rehabilitation pro-
gram, and temporary overnight shelter for men
and women. The Poverello House is truly a
source of salvation for countless individuals in
our community.

Mike has been recognized many times
throughout his life for his invaluable work, in-
cluding an honorary doctorate from California
State University, Fresno and the Pope John
XXIIl Award from the ltalian Catholic Federa-
tion in honor of his years of humanitarian serv-
ice.

Mike will be remembered by all for his
boundless kindness and deep compassion. He
leaves a legacy of service and selflessness,
both through the Poverello House and in the
hearts of the people whose lives he touched.
He is survived by his wife of 46 years Mary,
daughter Clare, and grandson Tyler.

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues to join
us in honoring the life and achievements of
Mike McGarvin, whose passion for service and
kindness has forever changed the lives of
those in need in our community. | join Mike’s
family and the Poverello House in honoring his
life. He will truly be missed.

——

HONORING THE VILLAGE OF LA
GRANGE PARK

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Village of La Grange Park as it cele-
brates its 125th Anniversary.

The Village was founded July 14, 1892,
when 300 residents living in the southwest
comer of Proviso Township came together to
form what was then a unique suburb—a bed-
room community with no business district or
rail transportation.

La Grange Park prides itself in being one of
lllinois’ most lively and inclusive villages, in
addition to being one of the most economically
successful. Originally settled in the 1840s by
Chicago residents who fled the rapid popu-
lation growth of the city, La Grange Park
quickly became a prominent lllinois farming
town. From its quiet beginnings, La Grange
Park has grown into one of the Chicago area’s
most livable communities for its 13,579 resi-
dents.

In recent years, the Village has seen an in-
flux of new residents, as young families have
been drawn to the award winning private and
public schools that serve the community, in-
cluding Nazareth Academy, Lyons Township
High School and Riverside-Brookfield High
School. LaGrange Park also cherishes its sen-
ior citizens, providing three first-class senior
living facilities.

Today, La Grange Park is still home to
many residents of Irish, Italian, and German
heritage, but the village has come a long way
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from its humble beginnings as a farm town.
With its gorgeous homes, safe communities,
good schools, and over 13,000 residents, it's
no wonder that La Grange Park was named
one of “The Best Places to Live” by CHI-
CAGO Magazine. The village is also home to
many prosperous businesses and attractions
that draw visitors from other various parts of
the Midwest.

La Grange Park’s contributions to the 5th
District of lllinois and the state in general, can-
not be understated, and | am truly honored to
be a part of this historic recognition. Mr.
Speaker, | ask you all to join me in celebrating
the Village of La Grange Park during this mo-
mentous occasion, and may they enjoy many
more years of continued success.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 12, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, | ask that
the following exchange of letters be included
in the RECORD on H.R. 2810:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, June 30, 2017.
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to
confirm our mutual understanding regarding
H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. This legislation
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary.
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
only with the understanding that the com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interests over this
and similar legislation are in no way dimin-
ished or altered.

The Committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in your committee report on this bill and in
the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 2810 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary
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has wvalid jurisdictional claims to certain
provisions in this important legislation, and
I am most appreciative of your decision not
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by forgoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2017.
Hon. MAC THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write concerning
H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. That bill, as or-
dered reported, contains provisions within
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, including those affecting
public lands, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Corps, and mat-
ters regarding the Freely Associated States
and insular areas of the United States.

In the interest of permitting you to pro-
ceed expeditiously to floor consideration of
this very important bill, I waive this com-
mittee’s right to a sequential referral. I do
so with the understanding that the Natural
Resources Committee does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matter contained in the bill that fall within
its Rule X jurisdiction. I also request that
you urge the Speaker to name members of
the Natural Resources committee to any
conference committee to consider such pro-
visions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2810 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you and your
staff have worked regarding this matter and
others between our respective committees,

and congratulations on this significant
achievement.
Sincerely,
ROB BISHOP,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.
Hon. ROB BISHOP,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on Natural Re-
sources has valid jurisdictional claims to
celtain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Natural Resources is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee reports on the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2017.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
concerning the jurisdictional interest of the
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Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform in matters being considered in H.R.
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2018.

Our committee recognizes the importance
of H.R. 2810 and the need for the legislation
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential
referral. This, of course, is conditional on
our mutual understanding that nothing in
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and that a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interest will be included in the Committee
Report and as part of the Congressional
Record during consideration of this bill by
the House.

The Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform also asks that you support our
request to be conferees on the provisions
over which we have jurisdiction during any
House-Senate conference.

Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.
Sincerely,
TREY GOWDY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.

Hon. TREY GOWDY,

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, July 13, 2017, | was absent
from the House because | was unavoidably
detained. Due to my absence, | did not record
any votes on the Motion to Adjourn, first vote
series, and second vote series. | would have
voted “aye” on Roll Call 354, Roll Call 355,
Roll Call 362, Roll Call 369, and Roll Call 371.

| would have voted “Nay” on Roll Call 353,
Roll Call 356, Roll Call 357, Roll Call 358, Roll
Call 359, Roll Call 360, Roll Call 361, Roll Call
363, Roll Call 364, Roll Call 365, Roll Call
366, Roll Call 367, Roll Call 368, and Roll Call
370.
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