July 14, 2017

from its humble beginnings as a farm town.
With its gorgeous homes, safe communities,
good schools, and over 13,000 residents, it's
no wonder that La Grange Park was named
one of “The Best Places to Live” by CHI-
CAGO Magazine. The village is also home to
many prosperous businesses and attractions
that draw visitors from other various parts of
the Midwest.

La Grange Park’s contributions to the 5th
District of lllinois and the state in general, can-
not be understated, and | am truly honored to
be a part of this historic recognition. Mr.
Speaker, | ask you all to join me in celebrating
the Village of La Grange Park during this mo-
mentous occasion, and may they enjoy many
more years of continued success.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 12, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, | ask that
the following exchange of letters be included
in the RECORD on H.R. 2810:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, June 30, 2017.
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to
confirm our mutual understanding regarding
H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. This legislation
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary.
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
only with the understanding that the com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interests over this
and similar legislation are in no way dimin-
ished or altered.

The Committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in your committee report on this bill and in
the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 2810 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary
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has wvalid jurisdictional claims to certain
provisions in this important legislation, and
I am most appreciative of your decision not
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by forgoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2017.
Hon. MAC THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write concerning
H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. That bill, as or-
dered reported, contains provisions within
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, including those affecting
public lands, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Corps, and mat-
ters regarding the Freely Associated States
and insular areas of the United States.

In the interest of permitting you to pro-
ceed expeditiously to floor consideration of
this very important bill, I waive this com-
mittee’s right to a sequential referral. I do
so with the understanding that the Natural
Resources Committee does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matter contained in the bill that fall within
its Rule X jurisdiction. I also request that
you urge the Speaker to name members of
the Natural Resources committee to any
conference committee to consider such pro-
visions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2810 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you and your
staff have worked regarding this matter and
others between our respective committees,

and congratulations on this significant
achievement.
Sincerely,
ROB BISHOP,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.
Hon. ROB BISHOP,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on Natural Re-
sources has valid jurisdictional claims to
celtain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Natural Resources is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee reports on the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2017.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
concerning the jurisdictional interest of the
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Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform in matters being considered in H.R.
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2018.

Our committee recognizes the importance
of H.R. 2810 and the need for the legislation
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential
referral. This, of course, is conditional on
our mutual understanding that nothing in
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and that a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interest will be included in the Committee
Report and as part of the Congressional
Record during consideration of this bill by
the House.

The Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform also asks that you support our
request to be conferees on the provisions
over which we have jurisdiction during any
House-Senate conference.

Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.
Sincerely,
TREY GOWDY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2017.

Hon. TREY GOWDY,

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, July 13, 2017, | was absent
from the House because | was unavoidably
detained. Due to my absence, | did not record
any votes on the Motion to Adjourn, first vote
series, and second vote series. | would have
voted “aye” on Roll Call 354, Roll Call 355,
Roll Call 362, Roll Call 369, and Roll Call 371.

| would have voted “Nay” on Roll Call 353,
Roll Call 356, Roll Call 357, Roll Call 358, Roll
Call 359, Roll Call 360, Roll Call 361, Roll Call
363, Roll Call 364, Roll Call 365, Roll Call
366, Roll Call 367, Roll Call 368, and Roll Call
370.
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