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compassion and contributions to healthier and
safer communities throughout the United
States. | ask the House of Representatives to
join me in acknowledging the impact commu-
nity corrections professionals have on the
quality of life of all Americans throughout our
country by recognizing July 17 through 23 as
Pretrial, Probation and Parole Supervision
Week 2017.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, July 12, 2017, | was ab-
sent from the House during the second vote
series because | was unavoidably detained.
Due to my absence, | did not record any votes
for the second vote series. Had | been
present, | would have voted: nay on Roll Call
Votes 350 and 351, and aye on Roll Call Vote
352.

———

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DR.
RALPH WALTER HULING

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an outstanding Man of God,
and friend of long standing, Reverend Dr.
Ralph Walter Huling, who will celebrate his
30th anniversary as the distinguished pastor of
St. James Missionary Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. An anniversary worship
service will be held on Sunday, August 6,
2017 at the church at 5214 St. James Street
in Columbus.

Dr. Huling is a native of Columbus, Georgia.
He served our nation honorably as a Chaplain
Assistant in the U.S. Army. He earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree and a Master of
Science degree from Troy State University in
Phenix City, Alabama and went on to earn a
Doctorate in Pastoral Theology from Anderson
Theological Seminary in Camilla, Georgia. He
utilizes his education to further the next gen-
eration by serving as an Adjunct Professor of
Psychology at both Chattahoochee Valley
Community College and Columbus Technical
College.

Throughout his pastoral career, Dr. Huling
has played a leading role in several religious-
affiliated and community-based organizations.
In addition to serving as Pastor of St. James
Missionary Baptist Church, he has also
pastored at New Hope Baptist Church in
Lumpkin, Georgia for 24 years. He is the
President of the Interdenominational Ministe-
rial Alliance; faculty member of the National
Baptist Convention; certified dean in the Na-
tional Baptist Congress of Christian Education;
moderator of the Mt. Moriah Baptist Associa-
tion; and International Instructor in the Ger-
many Congress of Christian Education. In ad-
dition, he has served as the President of the
Columbus Clergy Class.

Not one to rest on his laurels, Dr. Huling is
an active member of many civic organizations
where he continuously seeks to pour his time
and energy into his community. He is the
President of 100 Black Men of Columbus; 2nd
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Vice Chairman of the Urban League Board of
Directors; Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Enrichment Service Program; and a
member of the Who’s Who Board of Directors
for Non-Profits of Georgia. He serves on the
Board of Directors of Head Start and the
Board of Directors for the Golf Authority in Co-
lumbus, Georgia.

Dr. Huling is a strong advocate for restoring
the family unit. He retired as a Family Service
Coordinator from the Muscogee County
School District. In addition, Dr. Huling wrote a
book titled, “The Biblical and Cultural Con-
cepts of Marriage and Family Life.” He travels
around the world teaching and counseling
couples and those seeking to be married. He
has received numerous humanitarian awards
including the President Award from the Geor-
gia Family Service Coordinators Association.

Dr. Huling has achieved much in his life but
none of it would be possible without the love
and support of his loving wife of 35 years,
Dorothy; his daughters, Nekita and Daisha;
and grandson, Nolan.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, the congregation of St. James Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in extending our sincerest
congratulations to the Reverend Dr. Ralph
Walter Huling. A man of great accomplish-
ment, he is an outstanding mentor, strong
leader, and prominent community activist, but
above all, he is a faithful servant of God.

———

HONORING THE 185TH
ANNIVERSARY OF SAXONBURG

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Borough of
Saxonburg in honor of their 185th Anniversary.
Located in Butler County Pennsylvania and
home to approximately 1,500 residents,
Saxonburg is a quaint town with a significant
history.

Named for the German state of Saxony,
Saxonburg was founded in 1832 by immigrant
John Roebling, an admirable architect and en-
gineer. Roebling, whose presence can still be
seen and felt today, is responsible for design-
ing the town of Saxonburg and creating an ag-
ricultural community that offered immigrants a
new life in America.

Roebling revolutionized the art of bridge
building when he invented the wire rope from
his workshop in Saxonburg, which now serves
as a museum and historical landmark for tour-
ists. On July 16, 1842, Roebling was granted
a patent for his wire rope invention, marking
this year as the 175th Anniversary of
Roebling’s impact on bridge construction and
worldwide transportation in general.

Although Saxonburg has seen many im-
provements and updates, there has also been
a collective effort to maintain its original and
unique character. There are countless historic
landmarks and structures that have been pre-
served and maintained, telling the story of
days gone by. Saxonburg captured the des-
ignation of a historic district on the national
level in 2004 and on the state level in 2008,
which is a testament to the overall importance
of this specific area. If you have the privilege
to visit Saxonburg, you will gain a solid under-
standing of its iconic legacy and unique roots.
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Present day citizens of Saxonburg are jus-
tifiably proud of their past, especially as they
reach these type of momentous milestones.
Therefore, as the people of Saxonburg cele-
brate the anniversary of their founding, | con-
gratulate them on the past 185 years of expe-
riences and accomplishments and wish them
continued happiness and success moving for-
ward.

——————

HONORING SONIA SEPULVEDA-
DEMPSEY

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Sonia Sepulveda-
Dempsey, who was recently inducted into the
Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame.

Sonia began running competitively when
she was in the seventh grade. While a student
at Edinburg High School, she qualified for
state three times. Sonia excelled on the track
and was recruited heavily by many colleges
and universities in the state of Texas. She
eventually chose to attend Baylor University in
Waco, Texas, where she joined their Track
and Field Program. During her college years,
Sonia was part of the second fastest relay
team in Baylor’s history.

Inspired by her first grade teacher, who she
refers to as her “haven,” Sonia became an
educator following her graduation from Baylor.
She currently works as a testing facilitator at
Edinburg North High School, where her hus-
band serves as the band director. Sonia has
been an educator for two decades. She also
periodically gives motivational speeches to
student athletes, a testament to her passion
for athletics and commitment to student ath-
letes.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud Sonia Sepulveda-
Dempsey on the occasion of her induction to
the Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame,
and recognize her contributions to education
and student athletes in South Texas. Today, |
am proud to honor Sonia Sepulveda-
Dempsey.

———

TRIBUTE TO GARY GREENE, ESQ.
AND HIS BIG BAND OF BAR-
RISTERS

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Big Band of Barristers and
to recognize their founder, attorney Gary S.
Greene.

Gary Greene, Esq. and His Big Band of
Barristers perform music from the Golden Era
of Big Band Swing. Gary S. Greene organized
the band in December 2011 as an adjunct to
the 75-member Los Angeles Lawyers Phil-
harmonic and the 100-member chorus, Legal
Voices. These musicians are civil litigators,
trial attorneys, in—house counsels, sole practi-
tioners, partners at law firms, judges and jus-
tices, paralegals, law students and the like.
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