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This year, | introduced an amendment to the
2017 Intelligence Authorization Act that pro-
vides our lawmakers, election officials, cam-
paigns, and the public with additional informa-
tion and resources to defend our democracy
against emerging cyber threats. Our intel-
ligence community warns that if we do not act
on this issue, our democracy will again fall vic-
tim to Russian cyber-threats. The cybersecu-
rity of our elections shouldn’t be a partisan
issue, and | was proud to see the House Intel-
ligence Committee take a step forward to-
gether by passing my amendment.

We have come too far to allow for voting
barriers to be resurrected, or to allow our elec-
toral process to be hijacked by a foreign enti-
ty. We have no choice but to move forward
and unite to ensure that every citizen of the
United States has the opportunity to vote. |
call on all of my colleagues to condemn the
malicious Election Integrity Commission cre-
ated by this administration, and support my
bill, H.R. 2978—The Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act of 2017 to restore the protections of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

———

WHAT WE ALL OWE TO LIU
XIAOBO

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, Liu
Xiaobo’s premature death was a jarring shock
to everyone who admired this champion of
freedom and democracy. We mourn his loss
because it is a tragic loss for his wife, family
and friends and a catastrophic loss for China
and the entire world.

We owe Liu Xiaobo a debt of gratitude be-
cause he demonstrated that the noble ideas of
democracy and due process, liberty and the
rule of law are not foreign ideas in China.

These are universal principles that beat
strongly in the hearts of people everywhere
from New Jersey to the Ninevah plains of Iraq,
from Poland to Peru, and from Burma to Bei-
jing.

We owe Liu Xiaobo a debt of gratitude be-
cause he reminded us that the desire for de-
mocracy and human rights is shared by every-
one because each person is endowed by the
Creator with inalienable rights.

The Chinese Communist Party has tried to
curtail his ideas, they call them dangerous and
subversive, and they seek to silence, censor,
and repress them. Yet, they live on in the
hearts of untold millions of Chinese people.

With Liu Xiaobo’s death, we are also re-
minded of the words of Dr. Martin Luther King
who said “injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere.” We should all agree that
what was done to Liu Xiaobo and his wife Liu
Xia was a grave injustice.

Liu Xiaobo’s imprisonment in 2009 became
a death sentence. The blame for this should
lie squarely on the Chinese government and
for his death they alone should be held ac-
countable.

Liu Xiaobo was the first Nobel Peace Prize
winner to die in state custody since Carl von
Ossietzky died after being held in a Nazi con-
centration camp.

The Chinese government complained that it
was “stabbed in the back” by those expecting
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it to deal quickly with its client state in North
Korea. How shameful it is to play the victim
card while a victim of their own repression lay
dying.

No nation should be judged entirely by
crimes of the past, but this crime—the death
and silencing of Liu Xiaobo—should follow the
Chinese Communist Party like an unwashable,
permanent stain.

We must never forget Liu Xiaobo’s enduring
contributions—whether during the Tiananmen
Massacre where he helped save the lives of
many students or with Charter 08—the treatise
urging political and legal reforms in China
based on constitutional principles.

We must not forget Liu Xiaobo; we must ad-
vance and preserve his legacy, and repeatedly
confront the Chinese Communist Party with
his ideas and memory.

In this time of need we must signal the
Congress’s unanimous support for Liu
Xiaobo’s family, his wife Liu Xia, and all those
bravely standing up for human rights and lib-
erty in China.

| was invited by Liu Xiaobo’s family to at-
tend the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize ceremony. It
was a moving ceremony; the now famous
empty chair spoke volumes about the Chinese
Communist Party’s abiding fear that human
rights and democracy will undermine its
power.

| will always remember the words of Liu
Xiaobo’s speech that day about the impor-
tance of pressing for human rights: “Freedom
of expression is the foundation of human
rights, the source of humanity, and the mother
of truth. To strangle freedom of speech is to
trample on human rights, stifle humanity, and
suppress truth.”

And he also expressed his hopes for Chi-
na’s future: “. . . | firmly believe that China’s
political progress will not stop, and |, filled with
optimism, look forward to the advent of a fu-
ture free China. For there is no force that can
put an end to the human quest for freedom,
and China will in the end become a nation
ruled by law, where human rights reign su-
preme.”

Liu Xiaobo will, sadly, never see a free
China. Chinese authorities have gone to great
lengths to stifle his ideas and those who fol-
lowed him. In recent years, the government of
President Xi Jinping has engaged in an ex-
traordinary assault on the rule of law, human
rights, ethnic minority groups, and civil society.

As China’s economic and military might
grows, more and more countries will be afraid
to raise subjects that the Chinese Communist
Party wants to make taboo.

The U.S. stands alone—inadequate as its
efforts are at times—in its willingness to keep
on raising human rights issues that need to be
raised. The U.S. cannot lightly shrug off the
mantle of being democracy’s defender, no
matter how heavy that mantle may become.

It is tempting to be pessimistic about Chi-
na’s future and the future of U.S.-China rela-
tions. But | am not pessimistic. Constant re-
pression has not dimmed the desires of the
Chinese people for freedom and reform. | at-
tribute this fact, in part, to Liu Xiaobo’s ideas
and example.

Nevertheless, the U.S. cannot be morally
neutral or silent in the face of the Chinese
government’s repression of fundamental free-
doms. Human rights are not a secondary inter-
est, but one critically linked to U.S. economic
and security interests.
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The U.S. must not shy away from meeting
with China’s other Nobel Laureate, the Dalai
Lama, or other dissidents. We must use Con-
gressionally authorized sanctions to hold Chi-
nese officials accountable for torture and
gross abuses. We must connect Internet and
press freedoms as both economic and human
rights priorities. And we must demand, repeat-
edly and clearly, that the unconditional release
of political prisoners is in the interest of better
U.S.-China relations.

| believe that someday China will be free.
Someday, the people of China will be able to
enjoy all of their God-given rights. And a na-
tion of free Chinese men and women will
honor and celebrate Liu Xiaobo as a hero. He
will be honored along with all others like him
who have sacrificed so much, and so long, for
freedom.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
COMMANDER HAROLD CHAPMAN

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to Harold Chapman, a resi-
dent of New York’s First Congressional District
and the 73rd AMVETS National Commander.
Commander Chapman’s unyielding work for
both his country and fellow veterans exempli-
fies public service, and should be appro-
priately revered and respected. In light of his
years of distinguished service to the United
States and her people, | am proud to offer this
statement in honor of Commander Harold
Chapman.

Commander Chapman is an honorably dis-
charged veteran of the United States Air
Force, with his Vietham War-era service in-
cluding 18 months in the Pacific Theater, as
well as postings at air bases in California and
Texas. Following his honorable discharge,
Commander Chapman began his service at
the AMVETS Department of New York, taking
command of AMVETS New York Post 18 in
1995. Remarkably, Commander Chapman
went on to hold each chair in sequence at the
AMVETS Department of New York before tak-
ing command of the entire department and its
more than 70 posts in 2002.

Following his two terms as New York’s rep-
resentative to AMVETS’ National Executive
Committee, in 2008, Commander Chapman
became the head of AMVETS District I. This
impressive next step saw Commander Chap-
man oversee all AMVET members and Posts
in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, and Maine. While in command of District
I, Commander Chapman’s admirable efforts to
grow AMVETS membership throughout hi s
district merited him an award from AMVETS
National Headquarters, in addition to pre-
viously being recognized as the Department of
New York’'s AMVET of the Year.

Today, Commander Chapman travels the
nation to hear directly from AMVETS members
on a variety of issues and deliver their impor-
tant concerns directly to the White House,
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and Congressional leaders in both the
Senate and House of Representatives. As an
essential voice in Washington for veterans
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across the United States, Commander Chap-
man insists that aiding and protecting our vet-
erans should always be one of our top prior-
ities.

Mr. Speaker, Commander Harold Chap-
man’s dedication to public service and com-
mitment to helping our nation’s veterans must
be commemorated. Commander Chapman
has always put his country before himself, and
it is both an honor and privilege to serve as
his Representative in Congress.

———

IN HONOR OF MAJOR GENERAL
ROBERT D. CARLSON

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Major General Robert D. Carlson,
who departed from his role as Commander of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Trans-
atlantic Division, on July 14, 2017. Major Gen-
eral Carlson has dedicated his life to keeping
this nation safe, and | am grateful for not only
his outstanding service to our great nation, but
also to the citizens of Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District in his capacity as commander of
the Transatlantic Division, located in Win-
chester, Virginia.

At a young age, Major General Carlson
chose to pursue a career of service in defense
of the freedoms that we cherish. This led him
to attend the United States Military Academy
where he earned a Bachelor of Science in
general engineering. Upon graduation, Major
General Carlson was commissioned into the
Engineer Regiment and later received a Mas-
ter of Science in engineering management
from the University of Missouri and a Master
of Arts in strategic studies from the United
States Army War College (USAWC) at Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania.

Throughout his distinguished career, Major
General Carlson has served in numerous
command and staff positions from company-to
division-level units. Before assuming his cur-
rent position, some of Major General Carlson’s
assignments include commanding the 372nd
Engineer Brigade and the Contingency Re-
sponse Unit, 416th Theater Engineer Com-
mand, and serving as the Chief of Staff, U.S.
Agency for International Development. The co-
lossal amount of prestigious awards and deco-
rations that he has attained are illustrative
manifestations of his heroic service and devo-
tion to this nation. These honors, among oth-
ers, include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with three
Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Army
Achievement Medal with three Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, Department of State Meritorious Honor
Award, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
with Bronze Service Star, Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal with Bronze Service Star, Global
War on Terror Service Medal, NATO-SFOR
(Balkans) Medal, NATO-ISAF (Afghanistan)
Medal, Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge,
and the Engineer Regiment Bronze DeFleury
Medal.

Under his esteemed leadership as com-
mander of the Transatlantic Division, he
oversaw both the USACE Contingency Con-
struction Program and the Associated Foreign
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Military Sales Construction Programs, which
provided vital facilities for U.S. Forces and our
allies throughout the Middle East. Additionally,
Major General Carlson has also been a pro-
ponent of increasing awareness of and ex-
panding opportunities for today’s youth in the
Science, Engineering and Technical career
fields and has been involved in STEM-related
events, such as National Engineer Week and
TAM-sponsored STEM events in the Win-
chester area.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire 10th
District, | would like to express my gratitude to
Major General Carlson for his dedicated ca-
reer of service, and | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing such a truly commend-
able figure. | wish him and his wife, Valerie,
and their three children, Cody, Chad, and
Camie, all the best as he moves on to his next
assignment.

———

IN HONOR OF CONSUL GENERAL
DR. ANDY DAVID

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the efforts of Dr. Andy David, Israel’s
Consul General to the Pacific Northwest, who
has worked tirelessly to deepen the ties be-
tween our two nations, as he completes his
tour of duty at the Consulate General of Israel
in San Francisco.

Dr. Andy David began his appointment as
Consul General in August 2012. He has fo-
cused his work on relationship building with
essential organizations such as the American
Jewish Committee and promoting the special
relationship between Israel and the U.S.

Throughout his career in public service, Dr.
David has focused his work to advance U.S.-
Israeli relations in the areas of economic de-
velopment, business ties and trade opportuni-
ties.

Dr. David helped launch a cultural exchange
with Israeli artists and the City of San Fran-
cisco, developing a strong exchange program
with San Francisco-based artists and their
Israeli counterparts.

Under Andy’s guidance, the University of
California system signed a new cooperation
agreement with Israel designed to foster tech-
nological innovation, research, and develop-
ment. This collaboration is aimed at helping
American and Israeli companies increase
competitiveness and improve the commercial
success of both countries in global markets.

In 2014, after a series of anti-Israel rallies
cropped up throughout San Francisco, Dr.
David and fellow pro-Israel supporters orga-
nized a rally to show solidarity for continued
U.S. support of Israel and increase morale for
Israeli soldiers fighting against terrorist groups
in Gaza.

Today, a strong U.S.-Israeli relationship is
more important than ever. Without the selfless
dedication of public servants like Dr. David,
the peace and security of both nations would
suffer.

The United States knows no greater friend
than Israel, and Dr. David has done an ex-
traordinary job of fostering an understanding
among Americans of the importance of Israel
to the security of the United States. | hope the
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accomplishments made by Dr. David will in-
spire a future generation of public servants to
deepen the ties between our countries.

Mr. Speaker, the partnership between the
United States and Israel will continue to reap
Dr. Andy David’s contributions for years to
come, and | rise to express my profound grati-
tude for his tremendous service.

———

RECOGNIZING MASTER SERGEANT
STANLEY W. TALBOT AND THE
RENAMING OF CENTENNIAL
BRIDGE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the renaming of the Centennial
Bridge in Rock Island to the Stanley Talbot
Memorial Bridge in honor of Master Sergeant
Stanley W. Talbot. After serving our commu-
nity for decades—and after being taken from
us far too soon—it is fitting that we honor
Master Sgt. Talbot and his family for his dedi-
cation, selflessness and public service.

Every day we rely on men and women in
uniform to protect our families, as they bravely
risk their lives for our safety. We must never
forget that these men and women are moth-
ers, fathers, sons, daughters and friends. As
the wife of a Sheriff, | sympathize with the
family, friends and colleagues of Master Sgt.
Talbot. He was a beloved member of the com-
munity and his 26 year service to the lllinois
State Police deserves to be honored in a pub-
lic and lasting way.

Memorials and dedications like these help
us to remember his sacrifice and the brave
sacrifices of those that come after him. Once
again, | want to honor Master Sgt. Talbot, and
support law enforcement within our commu-
nity.

—————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF MRS. ANITA JOHNSON TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 17, 2017

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the Finan-
cial Services Committee, its Chairman, Mr.
HENSARLING, and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, as | pay tribute to one of the
hardest working and dedicated employees this
House has ever known.

Mr. Speaker, for over 30 years Anita L.
Johnson has served this chamber with distinc-
tion, undeniable integrity, humility, kindness,
grace, and skill. For the past several years,
she has worked ably and diligently as the
Chief Administrative Officer for the Democratic
Staff of the Financial Services Committee.

Mrs. Johnson began her career on Capitol
Hill in 1982 as the Office Manager and Per-
sonal Assistant to then-Congressman Harold
Ford, Sr. In 1986 she became Office Manager
and Personal Assistant to Congressman
SANDY LEVIN.
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