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2018 Fulbright scholarship. I am proud 
to represent them in Congress. 

f 

FIX IT, DON’T NIX IT 

(Mr. O’HALLERAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, Ari-
zonans I have spoken with are stressed 
and anxious as they watch politicians 
in Washington threaten to take away 
their health coverage. 

While the Senate’s misguided repeal 
and replace proposal has been defeated, 
we cannot rest. The newest repeal plan 
is irresponsible and will endanger the 
health and well-being of my constitu-
ents. It will send premiums and cov-
erage costs skyrocketing and slash 
funding for rural and Tribal health 
clinics, forcing them to close. 

There are 1.9 million Arizonans who 
rely on Medicaid and could be at risk of 
losing their coverage. Of those, more 
than 45,000 are Arizona veterans. More 
than 1 million Arizonans with pre-
existing conditions would lose vital 
protections that ensure they have ac-
cess to affordable coverage. 

Mr. Speaker, these are our children, 
our loved ones, our families, and our 
friends. We cannot stand here and play 
politics with their health. We must 
work together to stabilize the insur-
ance markets and develop a long-term 
solution that improves our healthcare 
system. We need to include the public 
in this discussion. We owe them a bet-
ter plan. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to fix it, not nix it. 

f 

MEDICARE FRAUD 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to shed light on the issue of 
fraud and abuse in the Medicare pro-
gram. 

Medicare is absolutely critical for 
seniors in my district and across the 
country. Not only is Medicare fraud an 
affront to hardworking taxpayers, it 
hurts the millions of seniors who rely 
on the program. 

Last week, the HHS inspector gen-
eral announced the largest healthcare 
fraud takedown in history: 412 defend-
ants were charged nationwide, includ-
ing more than 80 cases in Florida, for 
Medicare fraud totaling about $1.3 bil-
lion in losses. That is why I introduced 
much-needed legislation to strengthen 
penalties against those who commit 
fraud in the Medicare program. 

The Medicare Civil and Criminal 
Penalties Update Act, H.R. 3245, cracks 
down on Medicare fraud and abuse by 
increasing civil and criminal fines. We 
must ensure the Medicare program is 
strong and sustainable for today’s and 
tomorrow’s beneficiaries. 

LET’S FIX HEALTHCARE 
TOGETHER 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican healthcare plan, TrumpCare, 
has fallen apart in the Senate, natu-
rally. 

After 7 months in office attempting 
to govern exclusively on their own, Re-
publicans have shown once again that 
they can’t govern. They control the 
House, the Senate, and the White 
House. 

Repealing the Affordable Care Act is 
their primary goal and signature 
achievement. They can’t do it. Why? 
Because the American people get in the 
way. They said ‘‘no,’’ and enough Mem-
bers of the Senate have responded to 
that. 

But now the Republican plan looks 
like it is to simply repeal the Afford-
able Care Act with no replacement. It 
will take us back to a time where you 
could have an annual or lifetime cap 
and could not get insurance if you had 
a preexisting condition. Thirty-two 
million people would lose their 
healthcare coverage overnight. 

That is the Republican plan? 
We need to work together. We need 

to come together and fix the problems 
that we see and not make this such a 
partisan issue. 

f 

WELL-DESERVED HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEE 

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my friend Chris 
Coborn on his recent induction into the 
Minnesota Business Hall of Fame. 

Every year, Twin Cities Business 
honors successful businessmen and 
-women in Minnesota who have dis-
played strong leadership and a unique 
vision. 

During his time as president and CEO 
of Coborn’s, Chris Coborn has helped 
build this family business, which was 
established in 1921, to 54 full-service su-
permarkets across Minnesota and 
North Dakota, in addition to their 70 
convenience and liquor stores. 

Proving himself a true visionary, 
Chris expanded Coborn’s even more 
when he obtained an online grocery de-
livery business. While, at the time, it 
was seen as a controversial move, Chris 
had the foresight to go where the mar-
ket was going for his customers. Deci-
sions like this are exactly why Chris 
has been selected to join the Minnesota 
Business Hall of Fame. 

Chris Coborn is a business leader in 
Minnesota and beyond. He truly de-
serves this recognition and honor. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT JOSEPHINE YENKE 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize Chief Master Sergeant 
Josephine Yenke’s retirement, after 28 
years of honorable service to our Na-
tion in the United States Air Force, 
Air Force Reserves, and Air National 
Guard, to her home in Hawaii. 

Chief Yenke began her service in Ha-
waii with Headquarters Pacific Air 
Forces in 1998 and has contributed sig-
nificantly, making a long-lasting im-
pact on our troops, servicemembers, 
and country, including mobilizing sup-
port for deploying troops through our 
country’s long period in conflict. 

Chief Yenke recently retired as the 
headquarters individual reservist read-
iness and integration organization de-
tachment two superintendent at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
where she served as the key senior en-
listed adviser, assisting the commander 
with managing and directing personnel 
resource activities for over 400 reserv-
ists. 

Chief Yenke has given many years of 
her life in the service of our country 
and embodies the skills and expertise 
that our Reserve component service-
members bring to our total force. 

Our grateful Nation thanks Jose-
phine for her and her family’s service 
and sacrifice, and we wish her the very 
best as she begins this new chapter in 
her life. 

f 

b 1215 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF WEST 
VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
JOHN YODER 

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and memory of West Virginia’s Circuit 
Court Judge John Yoder, who passed 
away on June 7, 2017. 

Judge Yoder served on the 23rd Judi-
cial Circuit, which included Berkeley, 
Jefferson, and Morgan Counties in the 
eastern panhandle of the Second Con-
gressional District, which I represent. 
He practiced law in Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia, for 23 years. 

Judge Yoder earned a bachelor of 
arts degree at Chapman University, 
and then studied law at the University 
of Kansas. He also obtained an MBA at 
the University of Chicago. 

John Yoder was appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in 1983 to serve as 
the director of the asset forfeiture of-
fice for the U.S. Department of Justice. 
He continued his distinguished career 
as a public servant, including two 
stints as a West Virginia State senator 
before being elected as circuit court 
judge. 

Judge Yoder is one of the early pio-
neers of State drug courts and was well 
known for his big heart and compas-
sion. I join all West Virginians in keep-
ing Judge Yoder’s family and friends in 
our prayers. He will truly be missed. 
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