
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5982 July 19, 2017 
People are going to peacefully stand 

up and fight for justice, common sense, 
and what is right. We need everyone to 
be there with us, helping us, walking 
with us. In Chicago, it starts this Sat-
urday at 2 at Lincoln United Methodist 
Church in Pilsen. 

The road ahead is not going to be 
very easy, but we have fought hard to 
win victories for our country, and for 
the DREAMers, who are the leading 
edge of our movement to make immi-
gration legal again in this country. 

Now is the time. We need your help 
to protect families and communities 
and to do what is right. We cannot do 
it alone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MADE IN 
PENNSYLVANIA COMPANIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak 
about American craftsmanship as the 
White House celebrates ‘‘Made in 
America Week.’’ 

American entrepreneurs, workers, 
farmers, and innovators have built this 
country and drive our country. They 
are the heart of this Nation, and they 
ensure that the ‘‘Made in the USA’’ 
label means quality and value, which is 
something we treasure. 

Pennsylvania has a rich history of 
being a manufacturing leader, espe-
cially our storied Pennsylvania steel. 
The Commonwealth has been an impor-
tant cog in the wheel of this country’s 
industrial revolution, thanks to indus-
tries like iron, coal, and lumber, in ad-
dition to steel. 

Our Pennsylvania farmers have fed, 
and continue to feed, generations of 
Americans, providing safe, nutritious 
food for all of our neighbors. This rich 
history continues today. 

The Fifth Congressional District is 
home to numerous producers that have 
made vital contributions to our pros-
perity. They have employed American 
workers, produced American products, 
and grown American crops. From herit-
age companies to newer, rising stars, 
we have a wide cross-section of prod-
ucts produced in the Pennsylvania’s 
Fifth Congressional District. 

Brookville Equipment Corporation in 
Jefferson County is the leading Amer-
ican manufacturer of diesel locomotive 
engines, street trolleys, and mining 
machinery. Brookville’s mass transit 
resume includes fully refurbishing 
streetcars for New Orleans, Philadel-
phia, and San Francisco. 

Since 1889, W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery 
Company has been fashioning 
handcrafted pocketknives and sporting 
knives in McKean County. Zippo Manu-
facturing Company, makers of the 
world famous Zippo windproof lighter, 
owns Case knives today. Zippo is an-
other family-owned business based in 
Bradford since 1936. 

Clarion Industries has two divisions 
in Clarion County: Clarion Boards, 

which produces high-quality fiberboard 
used to manufacture products such as 
laminate flooring, furniture, fixtures, 
cabinetry, and moldings; and Clarion 
Laminates, the only ‘‘Made in the 
USA’’ flooring manufacturer of its 
kind. 

Emporium Powdered Metal, Inc., in 
Cameron County, is a powdered metal 
manufacturer staffed with more than 
120 years of combined experience. 

Welch’s, in Erie County, is particu-
larly known for its grape juices, jams, 
and jellies made from dark Concord 
grapes and its white Niagara grape 
juice. 

Clearfield Machine Company has 
been producing custom machining 
since 1868 in Clearfield County. 

Since 1830, the Woolrich name has 
stood for the best in sportswear for 
men and women, and it continues to 
make outerwear that combines comfort 
and function in Woolrich, Pennsyl-
vania. 

GE Transportation is an American 
manufacturing giant. The organization 
manufactures equipment for the rail-
road, marine, mining, drilling, and en-
ergy generation industries in Erie 
County. 

Major leaguers have been swinging 
our fine Pennsylvania hardwoods, 
thanks to Jefferson County company 
BWP Bats. BWP’s slogan is ‘‘Built With 
Pride.’’ 

Huntingdon County’s Bonney Forge 
has a state-of-the-art forge facility ca-
pable of manufacturing our entire line 
of forged steel fittings and forged steel 
valve products since 1875. 

DiamondBack Truck Covers is a com-
pany two Penn State students started 
in their garage in 2003. They make 
heavy-duty, utility-oriented, diamond 
plate aluminum truck bed covers for 
pickup trucks in Philipsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, in Centre County. 

Domtar Paper Company in Elk Coun-
ty is the largest integrated producer of 
uncoated freesheet paper in North 
America, and the second largest in the 
world, based on production and capac-
ity. 

Pul-A-Pump of PA, Inc., in Potter 
County, manufactures portable pump 
pulling machines for those in need of 
water well technology, with a unique 
dual traction belt design that is second 
to none. 

Whirley Industries Incorporated in 
Warren County designs, develops, and 
produces products for the food and bev-
erage industry. 

Centre County also boasts many new 
rising stars in high-tech industries, in-
cluding KCF Technologies, a dynamic 
technology company that develops and 
commercializes products for industry 
and the military. 

Mr. Speaker, this is just a sample of 
the manufacturers who employ our 
friends, families, and neighbors in the 
Fifth Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania. These companies, and many 
others, produce quality, American- 
made products, and we could not be 
more proud to celebrate them during 

‘‘Made in America Week.’’ Congratula-
tions, and keep up the great work. 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, one of 
my colleagues came to the floor this 
morning and said: It kind of smells like 
bacon in here. I said: That is because 
the Republicans are cooking their 
budget just off the floor. That is what 
they are doing. They are cooking up a 
budget with cooked books. 

Here we are with a national debt of 
nearly $20 trillion and the highest pri-
ority on the Republican side of the 
aisle—reflected both in their so-called 
healthcare bill, which was actually tax 
cuts only for people who earned over 
$250,000 a year—is tax cuts for people 
who earn over $250,000 a year, particu-
larly targeted toward those in the top 
one-tenth of 1 percent—those who earn 
millions of dollars a year. 

They say that is the cure for all of 
America’s ills: just cut their taxes, and 
the benefits will trickle down onto all 
the rest of us. I think a lot of people 
don’t much like to be trickled on in 
that manner. 

What are the priorities, other than 
tax cuts, in their budget? A massive in-
crease in spending at the Pentagon. 

Remember, the Pentagon is the only 
agency of the Federal Government that 
is unauditable. That is right. Every 
year, every agency of the government 
is subject to an audit, but not the Pen-
tagon. They say: Hey, we can’t be au-
dited. The books are a mess. We can’t 
be audited. 

Last fall, there was a report that $125 
billion went missing from the Pen-
tagon budget. The Pentagon attempted 
to repress that report. God forbid we 
should bring any fiscal accountability 
to the Pentagon. They are just going to 
shower more money on them, in the 
hope that some of it gets spent on the 
real needs of the military. But there is 
no sense of responsibility there. 

How are they going to get to their il-
lusory balanced budget if they are hav-
ing massive tax cuts for the wealthiest 
among us and massive increases in 
spending at the Pentagon, with no fis-
cal accountability? 

Well, simple. We are just going to cut 
the programs that average and strug-
gling Americans depend upon, like stu-
dent financial aid. They don’t know 
anybody at the country club whose 
kids need help going to college. So 
those programs get cut. Hungry kids? 
They have never met one. Never met a 
hungry kid. So let’s cut the school 
lunch program again, and let’s cut food 
stamps for families. 

But they are breaking some new 
ground here and breaking some of the 
President’s promises. The President 
promised he would not cut Medicare. 
Well, their proposed budget cuts Medi-
care. Yes, it cuts Medicare. It would 
cut $500 billion out of Medicare. It as-
sumes that, instead of getting a guar-
anteed benefit, an earned benefit that 
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every American over 65 can have, you 
will get vouchers, and you can go into 
the private insurance market and do 
better. It sounds a little bit like the 
failing ObamaCare plan that they talk 
about all the time. Now they want to 
put seniors in that same boat, instead 
of guaranteed Medicare. 

Then, of course, $1.5 trillion cuts in 
Medicaid. That is welfare. Well, actu-
ally, the largest recipients of Medicaid 
are seniors in long-term care. A lot of 
people are going to be surprised when 
grandma or granddad is out in the 
street or comes home and needs a lot of 
help and assistance and there is none 
to be had. 

b 1015 

So that is the largest group. 
Now, what is the second largest 

group of freeloaders on Medicaid? 
Oh, it is kids. God forbid that kids 

should get medical help when they are 
growing up. Let’s have them long-term, 
lifetime disabled. Deny them medical 
care when they are young and we will 
just worry about all that later. This is 
quite a set of priorities they are put-
ting before us and fiscally irrespon-
sible. 

So as I have in past years, I am intro-
ducing a fiscally responsible balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion, not like the Republican one that 
said you have to have two-thirds to in-
crease taxes and one vote to cut taxes, 
no. This one would say you have to bal-
ance the budget, but you do it by pru-
dent reductions in spending, and also 
you have to deal with the revenue side. 
And, oh, by the way, mine protects 
Medicare and Social Security totally 
from these sorts of cuts. It makes them 
into the entitlement programs they are 
supposed to be that the Republicans 
want to do away with in their budget. 

So I think there is a better way to go 
forward, but just like in their fake 
healthcare bill, which was really dis-
guised tax cuts for the wealthiest 
among us, they are now giving us a 
supposedly prudent fiscal budget blue-
print, which, again, is huge tax cuts for 
the wealthy, massive increases for the 
Pentagon and cuts for everybody else. 

f 

DEATH OF THE CONSERVATIVE 
AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, our Republican Senate majority is 
killing our conservative agenda, our 
Republican agenda, and President 
Trump’s agenda. The murder weapon is 
the Senate filibuster rule, an archaic 
accident of history created during the 
days of horse-and-buggy and slavery. 

The filibuster rule destroys the basic 
democratic principle of majority rule 
and obstructs passage of legislation un-
less a 60 percent supermajority of Sen-
ators agree. While today’s 52–Senator 
Republican majority can abolish the 
filibuster rule anytime it wants, so 

long as the filibuster rule is in place, 
Republicans can pass nothing without 
the consent of CHUCK SCHUMER and the 
Democrats. 

Think about it. Our Republican Sen-
ate majority has abdicated control and 
empowered CHUCK SCHUMER and the 
Democrat minority to obstruct the will 
of the Republican House, obstruct the 
will of the Republican Senate major-
ity, obstruct the will of President 
Trump, and obstruct the will of the 
tens of millions of American voters 
who send us to Washington. 

That is political suicide and an ab-
ject betrayal of the millions of Amer-
ican voters who sent us here. 

There will be no border wall because 
our Republican Senators empower 
Democrats to kill it. There will be no 
ObamaCare repeal because our Repub-
lican Senators empower Democrats to 
stop us. America’s out-of-control defi-
cits and debts will cause a debilitating 
insolvency and bankruptcy that de-
stroys an America it took generations 
of our ancestors to build because our 
Republican Senators empower Demo-
crats to spend money we don’t have, 
have to borrow to get, and cannot af-
ford to pay back. 

During 2015 and 2016, the House 
worked hard to address America’s chal-
lenges. Over 500 of our bills never got 
so much as a single Senate floor vote. 
All that work wasted. 

The Senate filibuster rule is not in 
the Constitution. It is not a Federal 
law or statute. It exists solely at the 
discretion of the Senate majority. 

President Trump understands the fil-
ibuster rule and that it threatens the 
President’s entire legislative agenda. 
On May 2, President Trump urged our 
Republican Senators to end the fili-
buster rule, stating: ‘‘Change the rules 
now to 51 percent.’’ 

On May 30, President Trump reiter-
ated: ‘‘The U.S. Senate should switch 
to 51 votes immediately and get 
healthcare and tax cuts approved fast 
and easy. Dems would do it, no doubt.’’ 

President Trump’s pleas have fallen 
on deaf ears. Exhibit A in this murder 
trial is an April 7 letter to CHUCK SCHU-
MER, of all people, and MITCH MCCON-
NELL that lists the accomplices, those 
deaf ears, who are killing the conserv-
ative agenda, the Republican agenda, 
and President Trump’s agenda. 

The letter states: ‘‘We . . . urge you 
to . . . preserve existing rules, prac-
tices, and traditions as they pertain to 
the right of Members to engage in ex-
tended debate on legislation before the 
United States Senate. . . . We are 
united in our determination to pre-
serve the ability of Members to engage 
in extended debate when bills are on 
the Senate floor.’’ 

Each Senator on exhibit A empowers 
CHUCK SCHUMER and the Democrats to 
kill President Trump’s agenda. Re-
markably, even an Alabama Senator 
supports killing President Trump’s 
agenda. 

Mr. Speaker, Republican Senators 
claim we need the filibuster to play de-

fense when Democrats control the Sen-
ate. I submit that claim is myopic and 
shortsighted. In the past 90 years, Re-
publicans have not had a single fili-
buster-proof Senate, while Democrats 
enjoyed filibuster-proof Senates in the 
1930s, the 1960s, and in 2009. In those 
years, Democrats passed ObamaCare 
and forced great society welfare pro-
grams on us that busted our budgets, 
destroyed the work ethic, broke up 
American families, and threatened 
America with a national insolvency. 

Over the long haul and because of the 
filibuster, Democrats force their left-
ist, socialist policies down America’s 
throats, while Republicans never have 
the power to reverse the damage done. 

That is the Senate filibuster legacy. 
Mr. Speaker, time is running out. 

America’s future is at stake. Now is 
not the time to play procedural games. 
I agree with President Trump. 

Senate: End the filibuster. 
f 

VOTE ON LIFESAVING 
LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise, yet again, to beg this House for 
action. Let us have a vote on lifesaving 
legislation. 

Just this weekend, 57 Americans 
were shot in just one U.S. city. Trag-
ically, 11 of them passed away, includ-
ing a 10-year-old boy and a revered 
community activist who worked to cre-
ate jobs for at-risk kids. 

The violence did not take a rest after 
the weekend. On Monday, 13 more peo-
ple were shot and 3 were killed. 

Mr. Speaker, what are we doing here? 
People, Americans, American kids 

are dying every day in every commu-
nity, in every State, in every district, 
yet this House, the people’s House, con-
tinues to do nothing. 

Why, Mr. Speaker? Why is that? 
Well, I think greed and dollars. 
My 101st victim I want to share with 

you is Gustavo Garcia, who was 10 
years old. Mr. Speaker, Gustavo would 
have turned 11 next month. He would 
have started fourth grade at Arnold 
Mireles Academy next month. Instead, 
he was murdered in the back seat of an 
SUV by an assault weapon, a weapon of 
war that this House has allowed to be 
legal and spill blood on our city 
streets. 

These weapons have one purpose: 
killing people. They are not for sports-
manship. They are not for personal de-
fense. They are for theaters of war. 
They are designed to devastate, maim, 
kill, and destroy. That is why assault 
weapons were banned from our streets 
until this House, poisoned by NRA dol-
lars, allowed the bill to expire. 

Mr. Speaker, Gustavo Garcia was 10 
years old. He had an entire lifetime 
ahead of him. Mr. Speaker, the opera-
tive word in that sentence is ‘‘had.’’ 
Now he has become ‘‘Dollar NRA No. 
101.’’ 
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