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Wing of the New York Air National 
Guard. 

Commanded by Colonel Michael 
Bank, the 106th Rescue Wing is based 
out of Gabreski Airport in 
Westhampton Beach, located in my 
home district, and has a long and dis-
tinguished history of service. 

In October 1991, during the storm 
that was depicted in the major motion 
picture ‘‘The Perfect Storm,’’ an HH–60 
and tanker from the 106th Rescue Wing 
flew to an endangered sailboat about 
250 miles south of its base. 

After survival gear was dropped onto 
the vessel, they began their return to 
base. However, braving incredibly se-
vere weather conditions, the HH–60 was 
forced to ditch 60 miles south of base in 
the Atlantic Ocean. All but one mem-
ber of the crew was rescued by the 
United States Coast Guard cutter 
Tamaroa. 

In addition, in 1998, the 106th Rescue 
Wing carried out the longest overwater 
rescue mission in an HH–60. Members 
of their wing were also on scene at 
Ground Zero during the 9/11 terror at-
tacks. 

Then, most recently, this past April, 
the heroic members of this squadron 
saved several lives when an explosion 
occurred on a Slovenian cargo ship. 
These brave airmen took immediate 
action when called upon to offer des-
perately needed medical assistance. 

On April 24, the cargo ship Tamar 
was rocked by an explosion in the for-
ward bulkhead, which resulted in the 
immediate death of one individual and 
severe burns for three other crew mem-
bers, one who, sadly, perished prior to 
the team’s arrival. 1,300 miles off the 
coast of Cape Cod at the time of the ex-
plosion and holding a crew of over 20 
men, the situation looked dire for the 
injured members of this crew. 

Boston Rescue Coordination Center 
was initially contacted for help, who 
reached out to two Canadian vessels in 
the area. However, these ships were 12 
to 24 hours away, at the very least, and 
did not possess the necessary medical 
capability. It was then that the 106th 
Rescue Wing was called into immediate 
action to save those lives aboard the 
vessel. 

Less than 2 hours after the request 
was made by the Coast Guard, this 
seven-member crew, led by Major Sean 
Boughal, boarded a C–130 Hercules air-
craft from the 102nd Rescue Squadron, 
also a part of the 106th Rescue Wing, to 
begin the search and rescue. Following 
a 5-hour flight and superb airmanship 
by the C–130 crew, the seven-man PJ 
team executed a complex night para-
chute insertion of equipment and per-
sonnel into the water and then made 
their way to the stricken vessel. 

After making it onboard, the 103rd 
Rescue Squadron PJ team provided ad-
vanced medical care for the next 2 days 
until a Portuguese rescue helicopter 
could hoist the team off and airlift the 
injured seamen to a higher level of 
medical care. If not for the brave ac-
tions of this rescue wing, there could 

very well have been a greater loss of 
life upon that vessel. 

Mr. Speaker, these pararescuemen 
risked life and limb to save these crew 
members and have more than earned 
our respect and admiration. Today I 
would like to honor Major Edward 
Boughal, Technical Sergeant Jordan 
St. Clair, Major Marty Viera, Senior 
Master Sergeant Erik Blom, Master 
Sergeant Jed Smith, Staff Sergeant 
Bryan Dalere, and Senior Airman Mi-
chael Hartman for their lifesaving ef-
forts on April 24. 

b 1045 
Not only today, but every day, men 

and women, like those in the 106th Res-
cue Wing, put themselves on the line to 
protect us, our families, and our com-
munities. It is so important that we 
continue to give our support to our Na-
tion’s defenders and provide every 
needed resource for these heroes. All 
Americans should be very proud of the 
106th Rescue Wing and their continued 
legacy of remarkably answering the 
call to duty. 
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RECOGNIZING KIDSPEACE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize KidsPeace, 
which is a private charity dedicated to 
assisting children and adolescents ex-
periencing emotional, behavioral, and 
social challenges in Pennsylvania. 
Founded in 1882, KidsPeace provides a 
comprehensive range of residential 
treatment programs, accredited edu-
cational services, and a variety of fos-
ter care and community-based treat-
ment programs to help people in need 
overcome challenges and transform 
their lives. 

Last week, I had the privilege of 
meeting Dominick DiSalvo and Pat-
rick Slattery, advocates of KidsPeace 
Foster Care in Doylestown in my dis-
trict, where they work with families 
affected by the opioid epidemic. 

Through the power of family living, 
kids who have emotional and behav-
ioral challenges learn to participate in 
healthier relationships with adults, ex-
perience healthy family functioning, 
witness positive parenting styles, par-
ticipate in community life, and learn 
social skills through positive role mod-
eling. 

I am proud of the efforts of 
KidsPeace to help Bucks County’s 
youth receive the information and 
treatment they need to become healthy 
adults. KidsPeace reminds us that we 
can all make a difference in the life of 
a child. 
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HEALTHCARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, I received this 

message from a very respected busi-
nessman in Knoxville, Randy Greaves. 

He wrote: 
I just received a letter from Humana stat-

ing that they are leaving the State of Ten-
nessee next year. 

This leaves no one to write individual 
health policies in the State. Aetna only 
writes group policies, and they may with-
draw, as well. Please let anyone with a vote 
know that families are being failed miser-
ably, as you already know. 

The insurance that Humana wrote for my 
family, in 2017, required that we pay the first 
$37,000 between premiums and the deductible 
before insurance would contribute only 50 
percent. 

It was basically worthless, and now they 
won’t even make that lousy policy available 
because people on subsidies, mostly with no 
personal accountability for their own health, 
cost a fortune to the rest of us. 

ObamaCare may have helped 20 mil-
lion people, but it has hurt 200 million 
people in the process. 

About a month ago, The Irish Times, 
the largest newspaper in Ireland, re-
ported that they had over 660,000 people 
on waiting lists for healthcare. That is 
in a country of less than 5 million peo-
ple. If you multiply that times 60 or 65, 
you have got the United States. 

Medicare, when it started, when it 
was first passed, there was a CBO pre-
diction that it would cost $9 billion 
after 25 years. Instead, it cost 12 times 
that after the first 25 years, and now it 
costs six times more than that, or 
about 70 times more than the original 
estimates. 

California, as liberal and leftwing as 
that State is, a few days ago, I read 
that they tried to pass a healthcare, or 
medical care for everyone, bill. They 
had to withdraw the bill because they 
found out that it would cost $400 bil-
lion for the first year. If you multiply 
that times 10 or 11, you are talking 
about the whole United States. We are 
having trouble affording the Medicare 
that we have now for 14 percent of the 
population, so Medicare for everyone is 
not going to work in this country. 

We took what was a very minor prob-
lem, for very few people in the mid-six-
ties, and turned it into a major prob-
lem for everyone so that now only War-
ren Buffett and Bill Gates, and people 
like that, multibillionaires, can afford 
healthcare. And the reason is, is that 
anything the Federal Government sub-
sidizes, the costs just explode because 
you remove the incentives and pres-
sures to hold costs down. 

The American people don’t want a 
Russian or Cuban type of medical sys-
tem in this country. They don’t want a 
totally federally run system, like they 
have in so many countries, with med-
ical care that is not even a fraction of 
what we have. 

We are still under ObamaCare today, 
and it is not working. These insurance 
companies are pulling out all over the 
whole country, and The Washington 
Times reported yesterday, or the day 
before, that, according to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
premiums went up 63 percent in Ten-
nessee in 2017 alone. 
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