
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5987 July 19, 2017 
Mr. Speaker, this system is not 

working. We need to move more in the 
direction of a free market medical sys-
tem if we are ever going to hope to 
bring down healthcare costs for the 
American people with the kind of 
healthcare that everyone is demanding 
and wanting and that we want to give 
to them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STEVE BANTA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
am here today to recognize a great 
American patriot, Captain Steve 
Banta, call-sign ‘‘Slash,’’ who will be 
retiring this week from his post as 
commanding officer of Naval Air Sta-
tion Corpus Christi. 

A 1991 graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering, Cap-
tain Banta completed primary naval 
aviation training with the VT–27 
Boomers at NAS Corpus Christi, and 
was designated a naval aviator on 
March 18, 1994. 

His sea duty included deployments on 
various cruisers, destroyers, frigates to 
the Mediterranean, Arabian Gulf, Car-
ibbean, Southeast Pacific, and other 
areas. During his deployment as main-
tenance officer with HSL–44 Detach-
ment Four, they were the first in the 
fleet to test the Hellfire missile. 

On September 11, 2001, he was de-
ployed on the USS Carl Vinson with 
Carrier Group Three. During the first 4 
months of Operation Enduring Free-
dom, he coordinated the daily schedule 
of more than 40 helicopters in 16 dif-
ferent aviation units. In 2009 and 2010, 
he served as commanding officer of the 
world famous HSL–48 Vipers. During 
his tenure, they earned multiple 
awards for tactical and retention excel-
lence. 

Captain Banta’s shore duties includes 
tours as a Seahawk helicopter flight 
instructor, as an analyst in the Pen-
tagon for the Navy’s role in Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and as the lead 
country program director for Afghani-
stan with the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency. 

He earned a master’s degree in na-
tional security strategy at the Na-
tional War College in 2011. 

Captain Banta assumed command of 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi on 
June 26, 2014. During his tour, improve-
ments in infrastructure, program man-
agement, and quality of life resulted in 
numerous awards, including Depart-
ment of Defense Fire Department of 
the Year, Fire Department National 
Accreditation, SECNAV Gold Award 
for Energy and Water Management, 
and CNO Shore Safety Award. The 
Wingspan Newspaper was ranked num-
ber one in the Navy, and the base was 
on the A-list for outstanding customer 
satisfaction in family housing, and 
more. 

Captain Banta has been an invaluable 
asset to the Navy, south Texas, and the 

United States. I wish him and his wife, 
Sarah, a Corpus Christi native, best of 
luck as he moves into civilian life and 
begins his new job as executive director 
of the USS Lexington Museum on the 
Bay. Thank you, Captain Banta, for 
your service. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 53 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Chaplain Marshall Dunbar, Christian 

Community Action, Lewisville, Texas, 
offered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the 
opportunity You have given me to 
stand before the men and women of 
this House, who have the awesome re-
sponsibility of governing this great Na-
tion. Help them to come together in 
unity, for Your Word reminds us that a 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand. 

So believing You know what we have 
need of before we even ask, together we 
offer this prayer as taught by Your 
Son, Jesus Christ: 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, hal-
lowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on Earth, as it 
is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. DEUTCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN MARSHALL 
DUNBAR 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I 

rise to speak in honor of our guest 
chaplain, Marshall Dunbar, of Cross 
Roads, Texas. 

Chaplain Dunbar is the vice president 
of Spiritual Life and interim vice presi-
dent of Programs for Christian Com-
munity Action, one of the largest pri-
vate nonprofits in north Texas. He has 
an extensive record of service to our 
country and the north Texas commu-
nity, including years in active military 
service, law enforcement, and home-
land security. 

Chaplain Dunbar was commissioned 
into the United States Army Reserve 
Chaplain Corps as a chaplain candidate 
in 2011, beginning his chaplaincy career 
at the VA Hospital in Dallas. In 2014, 
he ended his military career as a first 
lieutenant. 

Chaplain Dunbar holds a B.S. in min-
istry and leadership from Dallas Chris-
tian College and a master of divinity in 
chaplaincy from Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He is currently 
working toward his doctor of ministry 
degree in Christian leadership and spir-
itual formation at Dallas Theological 
Seminary. 

I am grateful to Chaplain Dunbar for 
his service to north Texans and the 
American people. It is a true pleasure 
to have him here in the House, along 
with his wife, Melinda, and daughter, 
Elle-Simone. We are grateful for his 
service and we welcome him to the 
House. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel 
Ridgway, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HARVE MOGUL 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
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