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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, which the Chair will put
de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL OR-
GANIZATIONS—MESSAGE  FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-55)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days of the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to sig-
nificant transnational criminal organi-
zations declared in Executive Order
13581 of July 24, 2011, is to continue in
effect beyond July 24, 2017.

Significant transnational criminal
organizations continue to threaten the
safety of the United States and its citi-
zens through the scope and gravity of
their actions. Such organizations de-
rive revenue through widespread illegal
conduct and overwhelmingly dem-
onstrate a blatant disregard for human
life through acts of violence and abuse.
These organizations often facilitate
and aggravate violent civil conflicts
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and increasingly facilitate the activi-
ties of other dangerous persons. As the
sophistication of these organizations

increases, they pose an increasing
threat to the United States.
The activities of significant

transnational criminal organizations
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13581 with respect
to transnational criminal organiza-
tions.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 19, 2017.

———

PROMOTING INTERAGENCY CO-
ORDINATION FOR REVIEW OF
NATURAL GAS PIPELINES ACT

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill, H.R. 2910.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 454 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2910.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2910) to
provide for Federal and State agency
coordination in the approval of certain
authorizations under the Natural Gas
Act, and for other purposes, with Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UpTON) and the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2910, the Promoting Inter-
agency Coordination for Review of Nat-
ural Gas Pipelines Act, introduced by
my colleague and friend from Texas
(Mr. FLORES).

I want to congratulate him for his
work on this very important piece of
legislation that, in fact, will stream-
line the permit process for the building
of energy infrastructure, which will
strengthen our economy, create the
jobs that we want, and, in fact, in-
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crease our energy security. Very im-
portant.

This bill is going to address the crit-
ical need to expand and modernize the
Nation’s natural gas pipeline infra-
structure by promoting a more timely
and efficient review.

Mr. Chairman, by establishing FERC
as the lead agency, this bill is going to
bring greater certainty, account-
ability, and transparency to the siting
process for interstate natural gas pipe-
lines. Unfortunately, many important
projects have been delayed unneces-
sarily while waiting for permits from
participating agencies, and when siting
a pipeline project, multiple permits are
always required, permits under the
Clean Water Act, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the Clean Air Act.

So FERC often coordinates with a va-
riety of Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments and Indian Tribes to balance
a wide range of issues, including the
potential impacts on environmental
and wildlife resources, land use, and, of
course, property rights.

This bill is going to improve the per-
mitting process by strengthening the
lead agency role of FERC in further de-
fining the process for participating in
Federal and State agencies, and the in-
tent of these provisions is to involve
stakeholders sooner so that they can
be involved in the setting of the sched-
ule and identify issues of concern ear-
lier in the process.

Further, the legislation requires that
agencies conduct their respective re-
views concurrently and in conjunction
with the project-related review con-
ducted by FERC in compliance with
NEPA—in compliance with NEPA.
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To be clear, we are not skipping
steps, we are just saying that one part
of the process shouldn’t hold up the en-
tire project if progress can be made on
other required permits.

So this bill is going to encourage
more timely and efficient reviews, a
more robust and reliable energy pipe-
line system, more affordable energy
prices for every American.

Mr. Chair, I congratulate the gen-
tleman from Texas, who has brought
this bill before us through the com-
mittee process.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to H.R.
2910. The bill shortcuts the important
review process for interstate natural
gas pipeline projects, a process which
already boasts one of the quickest re-
view periods for any type of major en-
ergy project. The bill is unnecessary.

To my colleague from the Energy and
Commerce Committee’s point when he
says that too many of these projects
are being delayed: to the contrary. The
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion testified in front of our committee
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Correction To Page H6001
July 19, 2017, on page H6001, the following appeared: The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the bill is considered

The online version has been corrected to read: The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the bill is considered


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T13:42:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




