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b 1756 

Mr. MESSER changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I was ab-
sent during roll call votes No. 395, No. 396, 
No. 397, No. 398, No. 399, No. 400, No. 401, 
and No. 402 due to my spouse’s health situa-
tion in California. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Engel Amendment. I 
would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Tsongas/ 
McGovern/Beyer Amendment. I would have 
also voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Democratic Motion to 
Recommit H.R. 2883. I would have also voted 
‘‘nay’’ on the Final Passage of H.R. 2883— 
Promoting Cross-Border Energy Infrastructure 
Act. I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on the 
Tsongas/McGovern/Beyer Amendment. I 
would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Beyer 
Amendment. I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 
2910. I would have also voted ‘‘nay’’ on the 
Final Passage of H.R. 2910—Promoting Inter-
agency Coordination for Review of Natural 
Gas Pipelines Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday, on Tuesday, July 18, I was 
unavoidably detained on constituency 
business. 

On rollcall vote No. 382, motion on 
ordering the previous question on the 
rule, if I had been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 383, House Reso-
lution 451 covering H.R. 806, if I had 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 384 on H.R. 2786, 
if I had been present, regarding quali-
fying conduit hydropower facility by 
Mr. HUDSON, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

COMMEMORATING 200TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ERIE CANAL 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the Erie Canal. Construction 
first began in 1817 in Rome, New York, 
with the first completed portion con-
necting two cities in the 22nd Congres-
sional District, Rome and Utica. 

The Erie Canal was transformative in 
establishing New York as the Empire 
State. The canal opened the interior of 
our Nation, allowing westward expan-
sion and the free flow of goods. With a 
drastic 90 percent reduction in shipping 
costs, the canal established our region 
as a hub of economic activity in the 
early 20th century and made New York 
the busiest port in the entire Nation. 

In addition to the vast economic im-
pact, the Erie Canal had an important 
cultural effect. Nearly 80 percent of up-
state New York’s population lives 

within 25 miles of the canal. From Al-
bany to Buffalo, today, the Erie Canal 
is designated as a National Heritage 
Area, continuing its rich legacy. 

This Saturday, a first dig celebration 
in Rome, New York, will recognize this 
historic and monumental achievement 
in both New York’s and our Nation’s 
history. 

In the words of the famous Erie 
Canal song: ‘‘You’ll always know your 
neighbor, and you’ll always know your 
pal, if you’ve ever navigated on the 
Erie Canal.’’ 

f 

b 1800 

HOMELESSNESS 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today, 
homeless advocates from Rhode Island, 
including from Crossroads Rhode Is-
land and from Rhode Island Housing, 
came to visit my office. 

Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to express 
in words how important their work is. 
These groups take care of the least 
among us. They provide shelter for the 
working poor and those affected by the 
opioid crisis, and they assist those not 
working because of age, infirmity, or 
disability. They help keep lives to-
gether. They help keep families to-
gether. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to 
provide strong funding for these pro-
grams in our appropriations bills. We 
still have not fully emerged from the 
financial crisis and people are still try-
ing to make ends meet. Foster youth 
are particularly vulnerable, with as 
many as 40 percent who age out of the 
system becoming homeless. 

Mr. Speaker, social services organi-
zations and nonprofits can only do so 
much on their own. They need support 
to keep our vulnerable brothers and 
sisters from falling off a cliff. We can 
do better and we deserve to support 
them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PADUCAH AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Paducah Area 
Chamber of Commerce for their des-
ignation as the 2017 Chamber of the 
Year by the Association of Chamber of 
Commerce Executives. This national 
honor was awarded at the ACCE Na-
tional Convention in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, on July 18. 

This is the second win for the Padu-
cah Area Chamber of Commerce in the 
last 6 years, and is national recogni-
tion of the area’s national business 
leaders whose community contribu-
tions are unparalleled. Ranking among 
the top 10 percent of Chambers nation-
wide, their mission of promotion, advo-
cacy, and education develops well- 
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