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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

am proud to recognize Middletown 
Township’s two newest police officers: 
Officer Kassidy Grove and Officer Ryan 
Morrison. 

Officers Grove and Morrison, both 23 
years old, were sworn in by the Middle-
town Township Board of Supervisors 
this week. 

Kassidy Grove is a graduate of 
Pennsbury High School and attended 
Lock Haven University where she 
played rugby. She went on to work at 
the Lehigh County Sheriff’s Office and 
for the Yardley Borough Police Depart-
ment. 

Ryan Morrison graduated from 
Neshaminy High School, after which he 
enlisted as a military police officer. He 
recently graduated from the Temple 
University Police Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Kassidy 
Grove and Ryan Morrison joining the 
police department of my hometown, 
Middletown Township, we recognize 
the larger commitment of all law en-
forcement to step up and serve their 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in solidarity 
with my brothers and sisters of the 
thin blue line, and I urge all Americans 
to honor their sacrifice. Together, let 
us recommit ourselves to the daily 
ideals and laws that Officers Grove and 
Morrison and so many others are sworn 
to uphold. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that when the House adjourns today, it 
adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNN). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

POLICE AND CIVILIAN RELATIONS 
IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to take this time from the mi-
nority leader on behalf of the Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus. We are 
doing a Special Order hour this evening 
on police and civilian relations. 

We are joined by the very distin-
guished Congressman KEITH ELLISON. 
Before we start, though, I yield to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN). 

HONORING THE LIFE OF NADADUR VARDHAN 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor the life of my good 
friend of 30 years, Nadadur Vardhan, a 
leader in the Indian-American commu-
nity, who passed away on July 3 of this 
year at age 70 in Los Angeles, sur-
rounded by his extended family. 

Nadadur Vardhan was born in India 
and immigrated to the United States in 

1978. Arriving in America with just the 
clothes on his back, he poured his en-
ergy into building a career as an inter-
national tax consultant. Over four dec-
ades, he grew his Santa Monica-based 
accounting practice to a thriving firm. 

Nadadur served as President of the 
Malibu Hindu Temple, one of the larg-
est Hindu temples in the United States, 
and invited me to speak there and to be 
there on many occasions. As president 
of the temple, he was regularly invited 
to speak to political, cultural, and reli-
gious groups across the world. Nadadur 
also founded the Indo-American Vision 
Foundation, a pioneering independent 
think tank that empowered Indian- 
American political activism. 

For his work in promoting the Indo- 
American community, he received the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor. A pas-
sionate community leader, he person-
ally met with many U.S. Presidents, 
Prime Ministers of India, and other 
elected officials. Nadadur was respon-
sible for organizing several major cul-
tural and political events, many of 
which I was honored to attend, includ-
ing the World Hindu Economic Forum, 
forums with Indian Ambassadors to the 
United States, and events with a wide 
range of public figures. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of my col-
leagues join me in honoring his many 
contributions to our Nation and to ex-
tend condolences to his wife, Dr. 
Indubala Nadadur Vardhan; his daugh-
ters, Dr. Malini Nadadur and Anjani 
Nadadur; his brother, Nadadur Kumar; 
his sisters, Dr. Pushpa Kasturi and 
Alamelu Krishnamachary; his extended 
family; and to all whose lives he 
touched. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. SHERMAN for his comments. And 
again, the Progressive Caucus Special- 
Order hour tonight is on the subject of 
the police power in America, and its 
uses, its abuses, what has been taking 
place in different parts of the country, 
and we are going to kick off with KEITH 
ELLISON, who has been the chair of the 
Progressive Caucus. And in addition to 
being a distinguished member of the 
Congress from Minnesota, he is the 
vice chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON). 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I do ap-
preciate the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I come before the House 
today to talk about a tragic situation 
involving Justine Damond. Justine 
Damond was a young woman who saw 
what she believed to be a sexual as-
sault outside of her home. She then 
made a call to the police and asked 
them to come to give assistance. 

Ms. Damond then went outside to try 
to meet with the police to report what 
she saw, and for some reason, which no 
one really knows quite yet, she was 
shot in the abdomen and died. 

Ms. Damond, 40 years old, she was 
due to be married in only a few weeks. 
She leaves behind a fiance, her fiance’s 
son, her family, her parents, and here 

we are again dealing with a tragic situ-
ation in which an unarmed civilian has 
been shot by a member of law enforce-
ment. 

Now, as I speak today, Mr. Speaker, I 
want to be very clear. I know many po-
lice officers personally. I know how 
hard they work. I know the dangers 
that they incur. I know that they, by 
and large, join the force because they 
want to help people, because they are 
courageous and brave and are willing 
to put themselves in harm’s way in 
order to protect other citizens. And I 
myself, and many people I know, have 
called on the police to stop crimes 
from happening, to report them, and 
we are grateful when they report. 

But it is also true, Mr. Speaker, that 
officer-involved shootings happen with 
tremendous frequency, and it is not 
even a matter of blaming the officer. 
We have to ask ourselves what is going 
on with the system of policing which 
allows us to return to this tragic sce-
nario again and again and again. 

Justine Damond, again, was report-
edly in her pajamas, and she was trying 
to help another person, yet somehow 
the officer, who was on the passenger 
side of the squad car, shot through the 
door or the window, and that is not 
clear, and she sustained lethal injuries. 

One of the most disturbing things 
about this particular case, Mr. Speak-
er, is that the officer’s body cameras 
were not turned on. The dash cam did 
not capture the interaction between 
Justine and the officers, and the body 
cams were, again, as I mentioned, not 
on. This is despite the fact that all 
Minneapolis police officers have worn 
body cameras since the end of 2016. 
Why the body cameras were not on, we 
can only speculate. 

But I urge, with everything I have, 
that the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension, Minneapolis Police De-
partment, and everyone and anyone 
who has jurisdictional authority inves-
tigate the reason for these tools to not 
be in use. 

Justine is dead. Justine is not com-
ing back. And it is true that innocent 
people get killed by criminals all day, 
and that is a sad reality of our world. 
It doesn’t just happen in my city of 
Minneapolis. It happens all over the 
country. It happens all over the globe. 

But I think that citizens expect that 
members of law enforcement, who are 
sworn to protect us, would take due 
care to protect life, not end it, unless 
there was a legal basis to do so. 

Now, again, I don’t know what hap-
pened here. Nobody really knows what 
caused the officer to somehow reach 
over his partner and shoot Ms. Damond 
in the abdomen and kill her when she 
is unarmed and wearing pajamas and is 
the reporter of a crime. The weeks and 
days ahead will reveal what happened. 
But I assure you that this will not be 
the last time that it happens unless, as 
a society, we begin to ask ourselves 
why these things are happening. 

In our community in Minnesota, we 
are still trying to figure out how to 
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October 25, 2017 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H6030
July 19, 2017, on page H6030, the following appeared: adjourns to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.
 
The online version has been corrected to read: adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.
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