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(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1514, a bill to amend certain Acts
to reauthorize those Acts and to in-
crease protections for wildlife, and for
other purposes.
S.J. RES. 17

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. SHELBY) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 17, a joint reso-
lution approving the discontinuation of
the process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual
proposal of the Independent Medicare
Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act.

S. CON. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 7, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that tax-
exempt fraternal benefit societies have
historically provided and continue to
provide critical benefits to the people
and communities of the United States.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for him-
self and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 15682. A bill to establish the Fred-
erick Douglass Bicentennial Commis-
sion; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise to join my colleague and friend,
Congresswoman ELEANOR HOLMES NOR-
TON, in introducing legislation that
would establish a Bicentennial Com-
mission to honor Frederick Douglass in
2018. Douglass was an extraordinary in-
dividual who was enslaved at birth in
Talbot County, Maryland.

At a young age, Douglass learned to
read and write. In 1838 he escaped from
Maryland and moved to New York.
Then, in 1845, he published his first
autobiography called ‘‘The Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass: an
American Slave’’.

He later escaped to Great Britain to
avoid being tracked down and returned
to slavery in Maryland. Ultimately,
British Quakers paid for his freedom,
which enabled him to return to United
States, settling in Baltimore, Mary-
land in 1847. Frederick Douglass con-
tinued to be a strong Abolitionist who
campaigned against slavery and in
favor of the right to vote throughout
the East and Mid-West. In 1850 he
oversaw the Underground-Railroad in
Rochester, New York.

As a Freeman he was able to hold sig-
nificant positions within the Govern-
ment. He served as an Advisor to Presi-
dent Lincoln. He was appointed to
serve as the District of Columbia Leg-
islative Council, the United States
Marshall and the Recorder of Deeds. He
subsequently became the Ambassador
to Haiti from 1889 to 1891.

Despite his extensive travel, Doug-
lass made four trips back to Talbot
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County, Maryland. He reconciled with
Captain Thomas Auld who had
enslaved him in the past. He made a
pilgrimage to Tappers Corner in search
of his grandmother’s cabin and his
birthplace. As an entrepreneur, he in-
vested in several enterprises, especially
those that would benefit the African-
American community. These included
low-income housing developments in
his old neighborhood in Fells Point
(named Douglass Place) and at High-
land Beach, a summer resort commu-
nity outside of Annapolis popular with
African Americans outside of Annap-
olis.

Two hundred years after Douglass’
birth is a fitting time to reflect upon
his work and achievements and pay
tribute to a man who fought for his
freedom and justice for all. He stated:
“We have to do with the past only as
we can make it useful to the present
and the future.”

In that spirit, it will be important to
honor this man and explore how his
legacy can help guide the future of our
Country. As Douglass stated, ‘“The life
of the Nation is secure only while the
Nation is honest, truthful and vir-
tuous’.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 221—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 25, 2017, AS
“NATIONAL LOBSTER DAY

Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. HAs-
SAN, Mr. REED, and Mr. MARKEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. RESs. 221

Whereas the American lobster is recog-
nized around the world as a prized and fla-
vorful culinary delicacy;

Whereas lobster fishing has served as an
economic engine and family tradition in the
United States for centuries;

Whereas thousands of families in the
United States make their livelihoods from
lobster fishing and processing;

Whereas, with approximately 150,000,000
pounds of lobster landed each year in the
United States, at an annual value of more
than $500,000,000, lobster represents one of
the most valuable catches in the United
States;

Whereas foreign markets for lobster from
the United States are booming, with export
values having nearly tripled since 2005;

Whereas historical lore notes that lobster
likely joined turkey on the table at the very
first Thanksgiving feast in 1621;

Whereas responsible lobstering practices
beginning in the 1600s have created one of
the most sustainable fisheries in the world;

Whereas 2017 marks the 145th anniversary
of lobster conservation efforts in the United
States, starting with a Maine law banning
the harvest of egg-bearing females;

Whereas, throughout history, TUnited
States presidents have served lobster at
their inaugural celebrations and state din-
ners with international leaders;

Whereas lobster is an excellent, versatile
source of lean protein that is low in satu-
rated fat and high in vitamin B12;
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Whereas the peak of the lobstering season
in the United States occurs in the late sum-
mer;

Whereas the preservation and long dis-
tance transportation of lobster meat was
first achieved 175 years ago with the advent
of a canning process;

Whereas lobster has become a culinary
icon, with the lobster roll featured at the
2015 World Food Expo in Milan, Italy; and

Whereas lobster is enjoyed at casual beach-
side lobster boils and also revered as a deli-
cacy at fine dining restaurants: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 25, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Lobster Day’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 222—DESIG-
NATING JULY 26, 2017, AS

“UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE
PROFESSIONALS DAY

Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. KING, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
LANKFORD, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. COTTON,
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 222

Whereas on July 26, 1908, Attorney General
Charles Bonaparte ordered newly-hired Fed-
eral investigators to report to the Office of
the Chief Examiner of the Department of
Justice, which subsequently was renamed
the Federal Bureau of Investigation;

Whereas on July 26, 1947, President Tru-
man signed the National Security Act of 1947
(60 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), creating the Depart-
ment of Defense, the National Security
Council, the Central Intelligence Agency,
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, thereby laying
the foundation for today’s intelligence com-
munity;

Whereas the National Security Act of 1947,
which appears in title 50 of the United States
Code, governs the definition, composition,
responsibilities, authorities, and oversight of
the intelligence community of the United
States;

Whereas the intelligence community is de-
fined by section 3 of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003) to include the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence,
the Central Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the National Geospatial-In-
telligence Agency, the National Reconnais-
sance Office, other offices within the Depart-
ment of Defense for the collection of special-
ized national intelligence through reconnais-
sance programs, the intelligence elements of
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Coast Guard, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, and the Department of En-
ergy, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search of the Department of State, the Office
of Intelligence and Analysis of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the elements of the
Department of Homeland Security concerned
with the analysis of intelligence informa-
tion, and other elements as may be des-
ignated;

Whereas July 26, 2017, is the 70th anniver-
sary of the signing of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.);

Whereas the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Public Law
108-458; 118 Stat. 3638) created the position of
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the Director of National Intelligence to serve
as the head of the intelligence community
and to ensure that national intelligence be
timely, objective, independent of political
considerations, and based upon all sources
available;

Whereas Congress has previously passed
joint resolutions, signed by the President, to
designate Peace Officers Memorial Day on
May 15, Patriot Day on September 11, and
other commemorative occasions, to honor
the sacrifices of law enforcement officers and
of those who lost their lives on September 11,
2001;

Whereas the United States has increas-
ingly relied upon the men and women of the
intelligence community to protect and de-
fend the security of the United States in the
years since the attacks of September 11, 2001;

Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community, both civilian and mili-
tary, have been increasingly called upon to
deploy to theaters of war in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and elsewhere since September 11, 2001;

Whereas numerous intelligence officers of
the elements of the intelligence community
have been injured or killed in the line of
duty;

Whereas intelligence officers of the United
States are routinely called upon to accept
personal hardship and sacrifice in the fur-
therance of their mission to protect the
United States, to undertake dangerous as-
signments in the defense of the interests of
the United States, to collect reliable infor-
mation within prescribed legal authorities
upon which the leaders of the United States
rely in life-and-death situations, and to
‘“‘speak truth to power’” by providing their
best assessments to decision makers, regard-
less of political and policy considerations;

Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community have on numerous occa-
sions succeeded in preventing attacks upon
the United States and allies of the United
States, saving numerous innocent lives; and

Whereas intelligence officers of the United
States must of necessity often remain un-
known and unrecognized for their substan-
tial achievements and successes: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 26, 2017, as ‘‘United
States Intelligence Professionals Day’’;

(2) acknowledges the courage, fidelity, sac-
rifice, and professionalism of the men and
women of the intelligence community of the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  223—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LIU XTAOBO FOR HIS STEAD-
FAST COMMITMENT TO THE
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS,
POLITICAL  FREEDOMS, FREE
MARKETS, DEMOCRATIC ELEC-
TIONS, GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND PEACEFUL
CHANGE IN THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. GARDNER) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 223

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was born on December
28, 1955, in Changchun, People’s Republic of
China;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo received his bachelor’s
degree in literature from Jilin University in
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1982, his master’s degree at Beijing Normal
University in 1984, and his doctorate degree
in 1988 in literature, after publishing several
best-selling books over the course of pur-
suing his doctorate degree;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo began his work as a
visiting lecturer at universities across the
world, including Columbia University in New
York, New York;

Whereas over the tenure of his career, Liu
Xiaobo authored 18 major publications;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was active in the
Tiananmen Square protests, where he initi-
ated the Tiananmen Four Gentlemen Hunger
Strike, which lasted 3 days;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo has been credited for
saving many students’ lives by helping to ne-
gotiate their evacuation from Tiananmen
Square;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was detained and
jailed in 1989 through 1991 for his role in the
protests, and then jailed again in 1996
through 1999 for advocating that the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China re-
dress its wrongdoings in the student protest;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo married Liu Xia in
1996, who has stood bravely by his side as a
partner and fellow activist;

Whereas, on December 9, 2008, a diverse
group of more than 300 Chinese scholars,
writers, lawyers, and activists issued Charter
08, a manifesto calling on the Communist
Party of China to abandon authoritarian
rule in favor of democracy, the guarantee of
human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was 1 of the original
drafters of Charter 08 and was taken into
custody just days before the manifesto was
released;

Whereas in December 2009, a court in Bei-
jing sentenced Liu Xiaobo to 11 years in pris-
on for ‘‘inciting subversion of state power”
for his involvement in drafting Charter 08;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize on October 8, 2010, ‘‘for his long
and non-violent struggle for fundamental
human rights in China’’;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo’s wife, Liu Xia, has
been held in extra-legal home confinement
since October 2010, 2 weeks after her hus-
band’s Nobel Peace Prize award was an-
nounced, and has reportedly suffered severe
health problems over the years that required
hospitalization;

Whereas in May 2011, the United Nations
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
issued opinions declaring that the imprison-
ment of Liu Xiaobo and the detention of Liu
Xia by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China contravened the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo has also received more
than a dozen awards and honors from several
international groups for his work as a de-
fender of the press, an outstanding demo-
cratic activist, and a defender of human
rights;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was diagnosed with
terminal liver cancer in May 2017;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo died on July 13, 2017,
while serving his 1l-year prison sentence;
and

Whereas Liu Xiaobo dedicated his life to
human rights, not only in his own country,
but across the globe: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the life and accomplishments
of Liu Xiaobo; and

(2) calls for the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to release Liu Xiaobo’s
wife, Liu Xia, from house arrest, and allow
her to settle in a place or country of her own
choosing.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 224—RECOG-
NIZING THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE DEATH OF OSWALDO
PAYA SARDINAS, AND COM-
MEMORATING HIS LEGACY AND
COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC
VALUES AND PRINCIPLES

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
CRUZ, and Mr. MERKLEY) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 224

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas was born
in Havana, Cuba, in 1952 and became a non-
violent critic of the communist government
as a teenager, resulting in 3 years of impris-
onment in 1969 at a work camp in Cuba, for-
merly known as ‘‘Isla de Pinos’’;

Whereas, in 1987, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
founded the Christian Liberation Movement
that called for peaceful civil disobedience
against the rule of the Communist Party of
Cuba and advocated for civil liberties;

Whereas, in 1992 and 1997, attempts by
Oswaldo Paya Sardifias to run as a candidate
for the National Assembly of People’s Power
were rejected by Cuban authorities;

Whereas, in 1998, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
and other leaders of the Christian Liberation
Movement established the Varela Project in
order to circulate a legal proposal to advo-
cate for democratic political reforms within
Cuba, including the establishment of free-
dom of association, freedom of speech, free-
dom of the press, free elections, freedom to
start private businesses, and amnesty for po-
litical prisoners;

Whereas, in 2002, the Varela Project deliv-
ered a petition to the National Assembly of
People’s Power with 11,020 signatures from
Cuban citizens calling for a referendum on
safeguarding basic freedoms, an end to one-
party rule, and citing Article 88 of the Con-
stitution of Cuba that allows Cuban citizens
to propose laws if the proposal is made by at
least 10,000 Cuban citizens who are eligible to
vote;

Whereas, in 2003, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
redelivered the petition to the National As-
sembly of People’s Power with an additional
14,384 signatures, establishing the biggest
nonviolent campaign to oppose the Com-
munist Party of Cuba;

Whereas, in March 2003, the crackdown on
Cuban dissidents by the Government of
Cuba, referred to as the ‘‘Black Spring’’, led
to the imprisonment of 756 individuals, in-
cluding 25 members of the Varela Project
and 40 members of the Christian Liberation
Movement, and the formation of the Ladies
in White movement by the wives of the im-
prisoned activists;

Whereas, in 2007, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
called on the National Assembly of People’s
Power to grant amnesty to nonviolent polit-
ical prisoners and to allow Cubans to travel
freely without a government permit;

Whereas, in 2009, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
developed a Call for the National Dialogue;

Whereas petitions and calls by Oswaldo
Paya Sardifias to the National Assembly of
People’s Power were repeatedly dismissed
and disparaged by the Government of Cuba;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, his fam-
ily, and friends endured years of harassment
and intimidation for the peaceful political
activism of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas has been
formally recognized in the past for his dedi-
cation to the promotion of human rights and
democracy, including by receiving the Homo
Homini Award in 1999, the Sakharov Prize
for Freedom of Thought in 2002, the W. Aver-
ell Harriman Democracy Award from the
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