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of war and peace that, over the histor-
ical times of this body, many Members 
have had to make that decision and be 
in the midst of the throngs of patriot-
ism, the vote that will be taken today 
will be a vote that those Senators will 
have brought on themselves; and it is a 
vote that does not have to be taken, 
nor a movement that has to be moved; 
and that is, to cause the American peo-
ple to face a crumbling healthcare sys-
tem, to dismantle and diminish the 
rights and obligations and opportuni-
ties for Americans, some 32 million, to 
have health insurance. 

For me, it is both baffling and tragic 
that Senators would make this a cam-
paign competition game, and that it 
only represents a notch in their belt. 

This does not have anything to do 
with providing healthcare for Ameri-
cans. It doesn’t have anything to do 
with what doctors say, what hospitals 
say, what rural hospitals need, what 
individuals with chronic illnesses need, 
or those who have been diagnosed with 
devastating cancer. It has nothing to 
do with children who are in desperate 
need of healthcare. 

It has nothing to do with two young 
people who I met; one who was experi-
encing autism, who sought to live inde-
pendently and could not do so without 
Medicaid, or one who had a chronic ill-
ness of which, between 2015 and 2016, he 
spent or had to spend $700,000 to live, 
and, in the last 6 months, he had to 
spend $73,000, none of which would have 
been possible without the Affordable 
Care Act. 

So what is happening in the Senate 
this afternoon? What vote of courage is 
being taken? What vote of improving 
the lives of Americans when the Senate 
bill, TrumpCare, will cause 49 million 
people to not have their insurance by 
2026? 

It will cause rural hospitals to sim-
ply crumble. I am from Texas. We have 
a huge system of rural hospitals help-
ing my constituents, and those hos-
pitals will face disaster. Or the Texas 
Medical Center, like major hospital 
configurations across the Nation, 
where major research is being done, un-
dermined by the vote that will be 
taken. 

It saddens me because I think the 
American people believe that we come 
to this place, we take this oath of of-
fice, to do what is right for America. 

This is not political chips. This is not 
dominos. This is not a game. 

And to the Commander in Chief, for 
you to be in front of the Boy Scouts— 
my husband and my son were Boy 
Scouts, and I sit on the Boy Scout 
board. I am offended by your words. I 
am offended because I know how hard 
my son worked. I know how my hus-
band cherishes his status as an Eagle 
Scout, and I know what the jamboree 
means because my child went to it, and 
I know how excited those young patri-
ots are. 

Yet the Commander in Chief would 
come and speak about former President 
Obama in a dastardly way, talk about 

crowd sizes, and then have the nerve to 
talk about the healthcare bill, not as a 
moment of conscience, not as a serious 
issue that would, in fact, make higher 
costs. 

Under the Senate bill, people will be 
paying more than they have earned for 
health insurance—well-documented. Of 
course, this is 22 million in the earlier 
period of the House bill. We now know 
it may be 32 million, and, as I have 
said, 49 million by 2026. 

And then, of course, it cuts the pro-
tections for preexisting conditions. Of 
course, it has a crushing age tax. If you 
are older, 55, you pay more. And then, 
of course, it undermines Medicare. It 
interferes with the Medicare trust bill. 

Yet the Commander in Chief is 
speaking before 45,000 or more young 
men, patriots, Boy Scouts, and talking 
about the healthcare bill and calling 
out Senator CAPITO from West Vir-
ginia: You better make her vote for it. 
What kind of leadership and heart is 
that? What are we dealing with here in 
this Nation? 

I don’t have to say anything, Mr. 
Speaker, about this individual. As I 
close, let me simply say that I am in-
troducing a resolution to stop any 
President from firing the special coun-
sel, and any President from abusing 
the pardon by pardoning anybody who 
is under investigation for the Russian 
involvement in our elections. We have 
to do this, sadly, because we are not fo-
cused on governing; we are focusing on 
insulting. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

VETERANS EDUCATION BENEFITS 
SHOULD BE TRANSFERABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Idaho (Mr. LABRADOR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of an amazing Idaho 
family which has taken a horrible per-
sonal tragedy and turned it into a 
cause that will benefit many other 
families in the years to come. I am re-
ferring to the family of Shauna Hill, a 
16-year-old girl who lived in Eagle, 
Idaho, in my district, and who trag-
ically lost her life in 2012. 

At the time of her untimely death, 
Shauna was a junior at Eagle High 
School. She was a competitive figure 
skater and ice dancer and played the 
violin in her school orchestra. She even 
performed with the orchestra at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall. 

She was also working to qualify for a 
Congressional Silver Medal for public 
service, personal development, and 
physical fitness. She aspired to attend 
Stanford University and become a doc-
tor. Sadly, she lost her life in a car ac-
cident on her way home from orchestra 
practice. 

I first met Shauna’s parents, Captain 
Edward Hill and his wife, Heidi, in 2013, 
when I helped present them with the 

Congressional Bronze Medal their 
daughter had earned. While presenting 
the award, I learned that Captain Hill, 
who served 28 years as a Navy pilot and 
flew to protect America during three 
combat tours, had retired shortly be-
fore Shauna’s death. 

Following the tragedy, Captain Hill 
was working with the Navy to try to 
reassign his benefits to his second 
child, Haley, who was also planning to 
attend college. With almost 3 decades 
of distinguished service, Captain Hill 
qualified for the full utilization of the 
education benefit, but the Navy said 
Haley wasn’t eligible because edu-
cation benefits under the GI bill cannot 
be reassigned. 

The Hills asked for my help, and my 
staff got to work. Unfortunately, we 
found out that the Navy’s hands were 
tied. Current law does not allow the 
transfer of education benefits after a 
servicemember has retired. No waivers 
are permitted, even in such tragic cir-
cumstances. 

I promised the Hills that I would 
seek a legislative solution. In February 
of this year, I introduced H.R. 1112, the 
Shauna Hill Post 9/11 Education Bene-
fits Transferability Act. This bill 
would permit the reassignment of vet-
erans’ education benefits in cases 
where the designated beneficiary 
passes away. 

Losing a child is the worst thing I 
can imagine, and surely Congress 
didn’t intend to exclude the ability to 
transfer benefits to a surviving child or 
spouse. 

The bill I introduced would correct 
this oversight, and it has received sup-
port from many veterans’ groups. 
These include: the Concerned Veterans 
for America, the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, the Student Veterans of 
America, AMVETS, the Air Force Ser-
geants Association, the Association of 
the United States Navy, and the Na-
tional Military Family Association. 

This month, VA Committee Chair-
man ROE and Ranking Member WALZ 
included my bill in the bipartisan GI 
Bill, the Harry W. Colmery Veterans 
Education Assistance Act of 2017. This 
bill passed the House last night, and I 
was proud to join my colleagues in vot-
ing for it. 

I am grateful to Chairman ROE and 
Ranking Member WALZ for including 
my bill in their legislation. I am also 
thankful to Senator CRAPO, who has in-
troduced companion legislation in the 
Senate. Now that the House has acted, 
it is my hope that the Senate will act 
too and, from there, our bill can be 
signed into law. 

This legislation will mean a great 
deal to the Hills. It will be a great com-
fort to them and all those who have ex-
perienced such a terrible loss. As a 
grateful nation, it is the least that we 
can do, and America must always be a 
grateful nation. 

The Harry W. Colmery Veterans Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 2017 keeps our 
promises to our veterans and their 
families, especially when they need it 
the most. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Lonnie Mitchell, Sr., Beth-
el African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Spokane, Washington, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

O Lord God, pour out Your presence 
and Your power upon this opening ses-
sion of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Please empower our leaders to 
deliberate, collaborate, and, when nec-
essary, compromise for the good of our 
Nation. 

As President Lincoln said: With mal-
ice toward none, with charity for all, 
with firmness in the right, as God gives 
us to see the right, let this Congress 
strive on to finish the work they are in, 
to bind up the Nation’s wounds . . . to 
do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just and lasting peace among every-
body and with all nations. 

God, we the people in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave des-
perately need You now and forever-
more. O that You would bless this ses-
sion and the leaders in this House and 
all branches of our government. 

Respectful of all faiths, in Jesus the 
Christ I pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BANKS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND LONNIE 
MITCHELL, SR. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS) is recog-
nized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 

Speaker, I am pleased to welcome Pas-
tor Lonnie Mitchell today to the peo-
ple’s House. He accepted the call to 
ministry in 1985 under the AME church 
and came to Spokane, Washington, in 
1991. He moved his young family and 
has been there ever since, leading his 
congregation under the theme to be 
‘‘the cathedral of love, where every-
body is somebody and Jesus is the cen-
ter of attraction.’’ 

He also started the AHANA Business 
and Professional Organization, which 
was formed for persons of color. He 
started Unity in the Community in 
Spokane, which is now the largest 
multicultural celebration in the inland 
Northwest, 22 years strong. He has his 
master’s from Gonzaga University, 
which is our local Jesuit university, 
but is a proponent of bringing faith and 
government together to build and sus-
tain healthy communities. 

It was great to have him here today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BANKS of Indiana). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

CARE CORPS DEMONSTRATION 
ACT 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to highlight the Care Corps 
Demonstration Act, a bill that Con-
gresswoman MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
and I will be introducing this week. 

Every year, millions of seniors and 
individuals with disabilities find them-
selves in need of long-term care and 
services. However, our Nation faces a 
critical shortage of caregivers. To ad-
dress this growing problem, I have 
joined MICHELLE to introduce the Care 
Corps Demonstration Act. 

This commonsense and bipartisan 
bill will create a grant program that 
will provide compassionate young men 
and women an opportunity to gain val-
uable experience working with seniors 
and individuals with disabilities across 
our great land. 

Care Corps will not only help em-
power our young adults to meet our 
Nation’s senior needs, but it will also 
provide them with essential edu-
cational assistance and give them an 
opportunity to start or further their 
careers as caregivers. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor this bill so that 
our seniors and those with disabilities 
receive the care they so desperately 
need while empowering our youth to 
advance their careers. 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
SABOTAGING ACA 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, recently, we learned the 
Trump administration has diverted 
taxpayer funds allocated for the enroll-
ment in the Affordable Care Act activi-
ties to create social media videos and 
content claiming that the Affordable 
Care Act is failing, a deliberate act of 
sabotage. Instead of making sure 
Americans remain healthy and improve 
the risk pool, the HHS is peddling on-
line propaganda to discourage enroll-
ment and health insurance. 

According to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, the ACA markets are sta-
bilized, and there is simply no evidence 
of death spirals or collapsing markets. 
According to reliable polls, over 50 per-
cent of the American people are in sup-
port of the Affordable Care Act. That is 
real news. 

The President has repeatedly de-
clared that he would let the ACA fail 
just to score political points. It is un-
believable that a sitting President 
would wish catastrophic harm on his 
own people, but, unfortunately, that is 
what is happening. 

Colleagues, the ACA is not failing on 
its own. It is being actively sabotaged 
by the President and our Republican 
Congress. The administration has re-
peatedly wavered in its responsibility 
to administer cost-sharing reduction 
payments, relaxed enforcement of the 
insurance mandate, and refused to help 
State governments shore up their own 
healthcare exchanges. 

The majority and the Trump admin-
istration should quit playing politics 
with our healthcare system. 

f 

HELLO GORGEOUS! 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Michael 
Becker, to celebrate the positive im-
pact that he has had in our commu-
nity. 

In 2006, Michael and his wife, Kim, 
founded the not-for-profit Hello Gor-
geous!, which brings joy to women 
fighting cancer by giving them a red 
carpet experience complete with a 
makeover and spa. 

Reaching 15 States with mobile day 
spas and affiliate salons, Hello Gor-
geous! has provided unforgettable expe-
riences to thousands of women all over 
the country. 

The organization Michael and Kim 
built together and the mission they de-
voted themselves to brings happiness 
and hope where it is needed most. 
Their passion, drive, and faith inspire 
us all, and their selfless generosity is 
an example we should strive to follow. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a 
privilege to represent such kind and 
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