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Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 1629. A bill to reauthorize the De-
partment of Defense Experimental Pro-
gram to Stimulate Competitive Re-
search, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am
introducing the DEPSCoR Reauthor-
ization Act of 2017 along with Senators
RouUNDS, BROWN, COLLINS, CARPER,
COONS, WHITEHOUSE, SHAHEEN, CORTEZ
MASTO, and HIRONO.

The purpose of this bill is to ensure
that we have universities in all 50
States capable of working with the De-
partment of Defense on advanced re-
search topics. A truly National net-
work of university researchers who un-
derstand the needs of the Department
of Defense puts us in the best possible
position to respond to the ever-chang-
ing threats our armed forces face. This
network will also meet the workforce
needs of our defense laboratories by
training graduate students in defense-
relevant research. This bill reauthor-
izes the DEPSCoR program, which is
modeled on the NSF’s successful
EPSCoR program for States that re-
ceive relatively low amounts of Fed-
eral science funding. The bill will focus
the DEPSCoR program on defense re-
search, while allowing the scientists
and engineers of our defense labora-
tories to work directly with university
researchers from DEPSCoR-eligible
States.

Seven years ago, Congress asked the
National Academy of Sciences to study
the EPSCoR programs. The study con-
cluded that it was in the National in-
terest to engage scientific talent in all
50 States, and that EPSCoR programs
were a valuable part of a National
strategy to maintain global scientific
leadership. The report emphasized that
successfully engaging all 50 States re-
quired the involvement of technology-
driven agencies, including the Depart-
ment of Defense, to complement the
basic science focus of the NSF.

Until 2009, the Department of Defense
managed an EPSCoR-like program,
known as DEPSCoR. An independent
evaluation of DEPSCoR, conducted by
the Institute for Defense Analyses,
showed that DEPSCoR research con-
tributed to the DoD mission, producing
high-quality research and new tech-
nologies that were operationally de-
ployed in areas such as missile guid-
ance and communications.

DEPSCoR also successfully developed
defense research capabilities in States
historically underserved by Federal re-
search and development (R&D) funding.
Since DEPSCoR stopped receiving Con-
gressional support, defense research in
DEPSCoR-eligible States has plum-
meted, with the decreases far larger
than the relatively modest amounts
going to DEPSCoR awards. This shows
that DEPSCoR was doing what Con-
gress intended the program to do: de-
velop competitive defense researchers
in all 50 States.
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The impact of cancelling DEPSCoR
went far beyond research grants. De-
veloping university research capabili-
ties in all 50 States is critical to meet-
ing DoD workforce needs. The Defense
Laboratory Enterprise is more national
in scope than NASA or the Department
of Energy’s National Laboratory sys-
tem, with facilities in 24 States, includ-
ing DEPSCoR-eligible States. The 2016
review of DoD laboratories by the De-
fense Science Board reported that
these laboratories depend on locally
trained scientists and engineers. With-
out relevant training provided through
DoD-supported research projects at
nearby universities, these facilities
may struggle to find highly qualified
scientists and engineers.

Because of these concerns, I have
been working with my colleague on the
Armed Services Committee, Senator
ROUNDS of South Dakota, to revive this
program. This reauthorization uses the
lessons learned from the previous
iteration of DEPSCoR to improve the
program, making it more responsive to
Department of Defense needs.

I invite our colleagues to join us in
supporting this legislation.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 231—DESIG-
NATING JULY 30, 2017, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  WHISTLEBLOWER AP-
PRECIATION DAY”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. TIiLLIS, Mrs.
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. PETERS, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
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Whereas, in 1777, before the passage of the
Bill of Rights, 10 sailors and marines blew
the whistle on fraud and misconduct that
was harmful to the United States;

Whereas the Founding Fathers unani-
mously supported the whistleblowers in
words and deeds, including by releasing gov-
ernment records and providing monetary as-
sistance for the reasonable legal expenses
necessary to prevent retaliation against the
whistleblowers;

Whereas, on July 30, 1778, in demonstration
of their full support for whistleblowers, the
members of the Continental Congress unani-
mously enacted the first whistleblower legis-
lation in the United States that read: ‘“‘Re-
solved, That it is the duty of all persons in
the service of the United States, as well as
all other the inhabitants thereof, to give the
earliest information to Congress or other
proper authority of any misconduct, frauds
or misdemeanors committed by any officers
or persons in the service of these states,
which may come to their knowledge’’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals
of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, ed. Wor-
thington C. Ford et al. (Washington, D.C.,
1904-37), 11:732);

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers,
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste,
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities;

Whereas, in providing the proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers
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save the taxpayers of the United States bil-
lions of dollars each year and serve the pub-
lic interest by ensuring that the United
States remains an ethical and safe place; and

Whereas it is the public policy of the
United States to encourage, in accordance
with Federal law (including the Constitution
of the United States, rules, and regulations)
and consistent with the protection of classi-
fied information (including sources and
methods of detection of classified informa-
tion), honest and good faith reporting of mis-
conduct, fraud, misdemeanors, and other
crimes to the appropriate authority at the
earliest time possible: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 30, 2017, as ‘‘National
Whistleblower Appreciation Day’’; and

(2) ensures that the Federal Government
implements the intent of the Founding Fa-
thers, as reflected in the legislation enacted
on July 30, 1778, by encouraging each execu-
tive agency to recognize National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day by—

(A) informing employees, contractors
working on behalf of United States tax-
payers, and members of the public about the
legal right of a United States citizen to
“blow the whistle’” to the appropriate au-
thority by honest and good faith reporting of
misconduct, fraud, misdemeanors, or other
crimes; and

(B) acknowledging the contributions of
whistleblowers to combating waste, fraud,
abuse, and violations of laws and regulations
of the United States.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 262. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
SASSE) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by her to the bill S. 1519, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 263. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 1519, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 264. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1628, to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title II of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2017; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 265. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 266. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 267. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 1628, supra.

SA 268. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 269. Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. COONS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, and Ms. HIRONO)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 270. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 267 proposed
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 1628, to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to title II
of the concurrent resolution on the budget
for fiscal year 2017.

SA 271. Mr. ENZI (for Mr. PAUL) proposed
an amendment to amendment SA 267 pro-
posed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R.

1628, supra.
SA 272. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to

amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 273. Mr. JOHNSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 274. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 275. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 276. Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. COONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CARDIN,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms . KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. WARNER, Ms. HEITKAMP, and Mr. NELSON)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 1628, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 277. Mr. KAINE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 2810, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2018 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 278. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 279. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1628, to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title II of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2017; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 280. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1628, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 262. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mr. SASSE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 1519, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1235. SYRIA STUDY GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-
tablished a working group to be known as
the ‘““‘Syria Study Group’ (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Group”).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Group is
to examine and make recommendations with

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

respect to the military and diplomatic strat-
egy of the United States with respect to the
conflict in Syria.

(c) COMPOSITION.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Group shall be com-
posed of 8 members appointed as follows:

(A) One member appointed by the chair of
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate.

(B) One member appointed by the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate.

(C) One member appointed by the chair of
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate.

(D) One member appointed by the ranking
minority member of the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate.

(E) One member appointed by the chair of
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(F) One member appointed by the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives.

(G) One member appointed by the chair of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

(H) One member appointed by the ranking
minority member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives.

(2) CO-CHAIRS.—

(A) The chair of the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate, the chair of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives, the chair of the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the
chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives shall jointly
designate one member of the Group to serve
as co-chair of the Group.

(B) The ranking minority member of the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate,
the ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives, the ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate, and the ranking minority
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives shall jointly
designate one member of the Group to serve
as co-chair of the Group.

(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—
Members shall be appointed for the life of
the Group. Any vacancy in the Group shall
be filled in the same manner as the original
appointment.

(d) DUTIES.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Group shall review the
current situation with respect to the United
States military and diplomatic strategy in
Syria, including a review of current United
States objectives in Syria and the desired
end state in Syria.

(2) ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—
The Group shall—

(A) conduct a comprehensive assessment of
the current situation in Syria, its impact on
neighboring countries, resulting regional and
geopolitical threats to the United States,
and current military, diplomatic, and polit-
ical efforts to achieve a stable Syria; and

(B) develop recommendations on a military
and diplomatic strategy for the United
States with respect to the conflict in Syria.

(e) COOPERATION FROM UNITED STATES GOV-
ERNMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Group shall receive
the full and timely cooperation of the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
and the Director of National Intelligence in
providing the Group with analyses, briefings,
and other information necessary for the dis-
charge of the duties of the Group.

(2) L1IAISON.—The Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of State, and the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall each designate at
least one officer or employee of their respec-
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tive organizations to serve as a liaison offi-
cer to the Group.

(f) REPORT.—

(1) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2018, the Group shall submit to
the President, the Secretary of Defense, the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate,
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on the findings,
conclusions, and recommendations of the
Group under this section. The report shall do
each of the following:

(A) Assess the current security, political,
humanitarian, and economic situation in
Syria.

(B) Assess the current participation and
objectives of various external actors in
Syria.

(C) Assess the consequences of continued
conflict in Syria.

(D) Provide recommendations for a diplo-
matic resolution of the conflict in Syria, in-
cluding options for a gradual political tran-
sition to a post-Assad Syria and actions nec-
essary for reconciliation.

(E) Provide a roadmap for a United States
and coalition strategy to reestablish secu-
rity and governance in Syria, including rec-
ommendations for the synchronization of
stabilization, development, counterter-
rorism, and reconstruction efforts.

(F') Address any other matters with respect
to the conflict in Syria that the Group con-
siders appropriate.

(2) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than June
30, 2018, the Group shall provide to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a briefing on
the status of its review and assessment
under subsection (d), together with a discus-
sion of any interim recommendations devel-
oped by the Group as of the date of the brief-
ing.

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report submitted
to Congress under paragraph (1) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form, but may include
a classified annex.

(g) FACILITATION.—The United States Insti-
tute of Peace shall take appropriate actions
to facilitate the Group in the discharge of its
duties under this section.

(h) TERMINATION.—The Group shall termi-
nate six months after the date on which it
submits the report required by subsection
HA).

(i) FUNDING.—Of the amounts authorized to
be appropriated for fiscal year 2018 for the
Department of Defense by this Act, $1,500,000
is available to fund the activities of the
Group.

SA 263. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 1519, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 1088. FOREIGN AGENTS REGISTRATION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Foreign Agents Registration
Modernization and Enforcement Act’.

(b) CIVIL INVESTIGATIVE DEMAND AUTHOR-
ITY.—The Foreign Agents Registration Act
of 1938 (22 U.S.C. 611 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, and 14 as sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and
16, respectively; and
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October 25, 2017  Congressional Record
Correction To Page S4196
On page S4196, July 25, 2017, in the first column, the following appears: SA 271. Mr. PAUL submitted an amendment intended to be  proposed to amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McConnell to the bill H.R. 1628, supra.

The online Record has been corrected to read: SA 271.  Mr. ENZI (for Mr. Paul) proposed an amendment to amendment SA 267 proposed by Mr. McConnell to the bill H.R. 1628, supra.
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