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While we mourn the loss of Sergeant 

Perez, we thank the good Lord that 
such men ever lived. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

NATIONAL AUCTIONEERS DAY 

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, first off, I want the folks in 
Texas and Louisiana to know that 
South Carolina continues to pray for 
the folks that live in the affected 
areas, and all of the States that are 
facing a potential hurricane. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express support 
for designation of the first Saturday of 
May as National Auctioneers Day and 
the preceding week as National Auc-
tioneers Week. Auctioneering is one of 
history’s oldest professions. 

I was an auctioneer for 16-plus years 
before coming to Congress. As an auc-
tioneer, I saw firsthand the purest form 
of buying and selling. Auctions bring 
buyers and sellers together where the 
highest price is established through 
competitive bidding. 

Auctions continue to be the fairest, 
most transparent and effective means 
of establishing fair market value. 

The National Auctioneers Associa-
tion and its members strive to advance 
the auction method of marketing and 
uphold the highest standards of profes-
sionalism in serving the American pub-
lic. These professionals are proud 
businessowners who support their com-
munities. 

For more than 40 years, National 
Auctioneers Day has been observed by 
State and local governments and pri-
vate organizations across the U.S. The 
designation of National Auctioneers 
Day and National Auctioneers Week 
will heighten the public awareness of 
the contributions made by auction pro-
fessionals to our Nation’s history and 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I call upon the House of 
Representatives to support this des-
ignation and America’s auctioneers. 

f 
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GROWING OUR NAVY 

(Mr. GALLAGHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to once again emphasize the 
urgent imperative of growing our Navy 
to 355 ships. This body is now on record 
in support of a 355-ship Navy, and the 
recent tragedies at sea only serve to re-
inforce the inadequate capacity of our 
current fleet. 

While the size of our Navy has 
shrunk from over 500 ships at the end 
of the Cold War to less than 280 ships 
today, the demand for deployed ships 
has remained relatively constant be-
tween 85 and 100. 

This steady demand on the fleet, cou-
pled with tight budgets and habitually 

underfunded maintenance counts, has 
taken a serious toll on our sailors. 

Growing the fleet is no easy task. It 
will take constant leadership and at-
tention. In his confirmation hearing, 
Secretary Spencer rightly spoke about 
creative levers the Navy could pull to 
get to 355, including bringing ships out 
of the ready reserve, yet we need more 
urgency, we need that sense of urgency 
that Secretary Spencer talked about in 
his mission, vision, and priorities docu-
ment. This must extend to growing the 
fleet as quickly as is practical. Every 
day, month, and budget year that goes 
by without significant progress to-
wards 355 makes this urgent require-
ment that much less likely to mate-
rialize. 

Mr. Speaker, there is not a moment 
to lose. We must make growing the 
fleet our number one priority. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GIANA ZAMBELLI 
AND OLIVIA CAMERON 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Giana Zambelli 
and Olivia Cameron. These two 9-year- 
old girls from Bensalem, Pennsylvania, 
spend their free time running a local 
Kool-Aid stand which they call Kool- 
Aid for Kenny. 

The proceeds from their sales benefit 
the Kenneth Hopkins Memorial Schol-
arship Fund created in 2016, to award 
students currently pursuing a career in 
emergency services. 

Mr. Speaker, Ken Hopkins was an 
emergency medical technician with the 
Bucks County Rescue Squad and a vol-
unteer firefighter with the Croydon 
Fire Department. He passed away in 
June 2016, after struggling with post- 
traumatic stress disorder from his time 
serving our community and saving 
lives as a first responder. 

Mr. Speaker, the selfless acts of 
Giana and Olivia are truly inspiring to 
all of us. Their remarkable work con-
tinues to make Ken’s dream a reality 
in the hopes that others continue to 
save lives and help those in need, just 
as Ken Hopkins did his entire life. 

Ken, Giana, and Olivia are an inspira-
tion to our entire community. 

f 

FREEDOM IN EASTERN EUROPE 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as a lifelong cold warrior pro-
moting victory over communism, it 
was a dream come true to lead a bipar-
tisan delegation to Eastern Europe in 
early August reaffirming America’s 
commitment to our new NATO allies in 
the European Reassurance Initiative. 

We know that peace through 
strength will be successful. The vision 
of Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan 
has been achieved. 

Visiting with military and govern-
ment leaders in Romania, Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Georgia, and Po-
land, we saw dynamic and prospering 
American allies achieving world-class 
defensive capabilities with their profes-
sional military fully equipped with the 
latest technologies. 

In both Warsaw and Tbilisi, Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Vice President 
MIKE PENCE made it clear America will 
protect these new democracies. 

I was inspired as an election observer 
in Bulgaria in 1990, and have seen this 
country evolve from totalitarianism to 
the now dedicated democracy led by 
Prime Minister Boyko Borissov. 

I was grateful to be accompanied by 
my youngest son, Hunter, an Afghani-
stan veteran, as we witnessed freedom 
in these countries in stark contrast to 
the year Hunter was born in 1987, when 
all six countries were enemies to the 
United States and were suffering under 
communist dictatorships. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR 
HURRICANE HARVEY 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of the hun-
dreds of thousands of victims of Hurri-
cane Harvey in Houston and Harris 
County and throughout Texas and call 
on Congress to immediately pass emer-
gency funding to help victims with this 
unprecedented disaster. 

Our district in east side, north side, 
and southeast side Houston, Harris 
County, is familiar with hurricanes and 
tropical storms. We were hit hard by 
Allison in 2001, again by Hurricane Ike 
in 2008. 

Harvey’s destruction is beyond any-
thing witnessed in living memory in 
Texas, flooding over 100,000 homes in 
Harris County alone, killing at least 60 
people, 12 innocent victims in our own 
district. 

Countless lives in Houston and along 
the Gulf Coast have been on hold: fami-
lies who cannot return to their flooded 
homes, children whose schools are 
damaged, mothers and fathers who 
can’t get back to work. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this 
critical emergency funding bill today 
that will help the people of Houston 
and Harris County and Texas on the 
road to recovery. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GEORGIA MJARTAN 
(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Georgia Mjartan of Little 
Rock. She is the executive director of 
Our House and is stepping down after 12 
years. 
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During her 12 years at Our House, 

Georgia was named ‘‘Nonprofit Execu-
tive of the Year’’ in 2011 and Our House 
was named ‘‘Nonprofit Organization of 
the Year’’ in 2015. 

Under her leadership, Our House has 
seen extraordinary growth and plays 
an important role in our community, 
serving those who find themselves 
homeless or near homeless, while pro-
viding life skills, resources, and serv-
ices to overcome their situation. 

Our House empowers residents to 
succeed in the workforce, in school, 
and in life through hard work, smart 
choices, and community involvement. 
Our House will continue to thrive. 

Georgia is a pillar of the community. 
She is a loving wife, mom, foster and 
adoptive parent of three beautiful chil-
dren. I am proud to call her friend, and 
I wish her the best of luck as she relo-
cates from Arkansas to South Caro-
lina. 

f 

THE NATIONAL MEDIA HAS LOST 
OUR TRUST 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the American people have lost faith in 
the liberal national media, and we 
know why. They tell the American peo-
ple what to think rather than report 
the facts in an unbiased manner. 

A new NBC Marist Poll revealed that 
two-thirds of Americans trust the 
media not very much or not at all. A 
Morning Consult/Politico poll found 
that 41 percent of registered voters 
have more trust in their local news 
outlets than the national media to re-
port the truth, compared to only 27 
percent who said the national media. 

And a Quinnipiac poll showed that an 
astounding 55 percent of Americans 
disapprove of the way the news media 
covers President Trump. 

The national media’s endless drum-
beat of negative coverage of the Trump 
administration has come with a cost: 
the loss of trust of the American peo-
ple. 

If the media want to improve their 
credibility, they should report the 
news fairly and without bias. 

f 

HONORING PETTY OFFICER LOGAN 
PALMER 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of Petty Officer Logan 
Palmer from Decatur, Illinois. 

Logan knew early on that he wanted 
to serve his country. He was an Eagle 
Scout and an active member of Life 
Foursquare Church. 

After he graduated from Sangamon 
Valley High School and Richland Com-
munity College, he enlisted in the 

Navy as an interior communications 
electrician. In the Navy, Logan earned 
the National Defense Service Medal. 

Although I never had the honor of 
meeting Petty Officer Logan Palmer, 
his family remembers him as a com-
mitted sailor, a loving son, and a 
brother. 

Petty Officer Logan Palmer died 
serving and protecting our country, 
and for that, we remain eternally 
grateful. 

This accident is a grave reminder of 
the risks our servicemembers and their 
families take on each day. I continue 
to pray for Logan’s parents, Theresa 
and Sid, his brothers Austin and Kaleb, 
his sister Mattie, and all those who 
knew and loved Logan. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB REDFORD 

(Mr. ESTES of Kansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in tribute to Bob Redford, 
who founded the Walnut Valley Fes-
tival in the Fourth District of Kansas 
back in 1972, and served more than 40 
years as its president. Bob Redford 
passed away in December of last year. 

Bob Redford’s dedication to live 
music resulted in this legendary event, 
which is one of the longest running 
music festivals in U.S. history. For 46 
years, pickers and music lovers have 
journeyed to this special place on the 
Kansas plains to celebrate life with 
music. 

Bob Redford gave so much to the 
community in Cowley County and dedi-
cated years of service to leading and 
promoting this iconic festival that has 
become known as Pickers Paradise. 

There is no place on earth like the 
Walnut Valley Festival, which is home 
to national and international instru-
ment championship contests and where 
thousands return year after year to ex-
perience outstanding live music, in the 
grandstands, performed by world fa-
mous musicians, along with legendary 
campground jams. 

Bob Redford’s legacy lives in the 
community of musicians and music 
lovers from around the world, who will 
gather next weekend in the pecan 
grove along the Walnut River in Win-
field, Kansas, for the 46th Annual Wal-
nut Valley Festival. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 6, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 6, 2017, at 9:16 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 1107. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

MAKING SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR DISASTER RE-
LIEF 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution (H. Res. 502) providing 
for the concurrence by the House in the 
Senate amendments to H.R. 601, with 
an amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 502 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution the House shall be considered to 
have taken from the Speaker’s table the bill, 
H.R. 601, with the Senate amendments there-
to, and to have— 

(1) concurred in the Senate amendments 
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8; and 

(2) concurred in the Senate amendment 
numbered 6 with the following amendment: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by Senate amendment numbered 6, in-
sert the following: 

‘‘(C) there is the greatest opportunity to 
reduce childhood and adolescence exposure 
to or engagement in violent extremism or 
extremist ideologies.’’. 

DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 

The following sums are appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for disaster relief for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2017, and for other 
purposes, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

DISASTER RELIEF FUND 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster 
Relief Fund’’ for major disasters declared 
pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), $7,400,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985: Provided further, That the amount 
designated under this heading as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall 
be available only if the President subse-
quently so designates such amount and 
transmits such designation to the Congress. 
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