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their support for DACA and urging the 
President to continue it. It is what 
nearly three-quarters of the American 
people say they want to see happen in 
the most recent polls. 

So let’s listen to our business lead-
ers, let’s listen to our colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, let’s listen to 
the American people, let’s listen to our 
hearts and our minds on this issue be-
fore us, and let’s act expeditiously—not 
in 6 months, with days to spare before 
President Trump’s clock runs out. 
Let’s act within 6 days. Let’s act 
quickly because for every single day 
that passes now, these individuals and 
their extended families are in a whirl 
of pain and uncertainty. That simply 
isn’t right. Let’s protect these Dream-
ers who are here through no fault of 
their own, who have contributed an 
enormous amount to our country, and 
who are American in every single way 
that matters. 

To paraphrase President Madison, we 
are a nation that is indebted to immi-
gration for our incredible success. We 
cannot—we must not renege on that 
debt by turning our backs on the 
Dreamers. It would undermine our Na-
tion’s moral standing. It would hurt 
our economy. It is cruel. It is mean. It 
is absolutely just plain wrong. Let’s 
get that bill on this floor and let’s pass 
it expeditiously. 

Thank you. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 
think I will shock nobody by telling 
the Chair that I disagree with almost 
every policy President Trump has 
brought forth. 

No, I do not believe that we should 
throw 23 million Americans off of 
health insurance and give hundreds of 
billions of dollars in tax breaks to the 
top 2 percent. No. I happen to believe 
that at a time of massive income and 
wealth inequality, it is high time for 
the wealthiest people in this country 
and for large, profitable corporations 
to start paying their fair share of 
taxes. 

No, I do not believe, as President 
Trump does, that we should cut Pell 
grants and food stamps and afterschool 
programs and Medicaid and nutrition 
programs for pregnant women and 
heating assistance programs. I believe 
that in the wealthiest country in the 
history of the world, we must protect 
those who are the most vulnerable. 

No, I do not believe, as President 
Trump does, that climate change is a 
hoax. I believe it is the greatest envi-
ronmental crisis facing our planet and 
that it is already causing devastating 
harm throughout our Nation and 
throughout the world and on and on it 
goes. 

There is very little in public policy 
on which I agree with the President, 
but there is one area in which my dis-
agreement with President Trump goes 
much deeper than public policy. The 
truth is, every President in recent his-
tory, including conservative Presidents 
like George W. Bush and liberals like 
Barack Obama, has understood that 
one of the prime functions of being 
President of the United States is to 
bring the people of our country to-
gether, whether you are Black or 
whether you are White or whether you 
are Latino or whether you are Asian 
American or whether you are Native 
American. Every President has instinc-
tively understood that one of the prime 
responsibilities of a President is to 
bring our people together as proud 
Americans. 

Unfortunately and tragically, this is 
something Donald Trump does not un-
derstand. At a time when this country 
faces so many serious crises, whether it 
is the high cost of healthcare, whether 
it is climate change, whether it is the 
proliferation of low-wage jobs and a 
starvation minimum wage, whether it 
is the huge national debt we face, 
whether it is inadequate educational 
opportunities, whether it is a broken 
criminal justice system, instead of 
bringing our people together to address 
those important issues and trying to 
solve them, what this President is 
doing, uniquely in modern history, is 
trying to divide us up by the color of 
our skin, by our sexual orientation, by 
the country we were born in, by our re-
ligion. 

Instead of bringing us together to 
solve the many problems we face as a 
people, he is trying to divide us up in 
order to gain political support from a 
segment of our population. He is trying 
to divide us up based on the color of 
our skin, which is what his attacks on 
affirmative action are all about. He is 
trying to divide us up based on reli-
gion, which is what his Muslim ban is 
all about. We are not supposed to like 
Muslims. He is trying to divide us up 
based on sexual orientation, which is 
what his attacks on transgender indi-
viduals serving in the military is 
about. We are supposed to hate 
transgender people and discriminate 
against them, and he is trying to divide 
us up based on our country of origin 
and our immigration status. 

In my view, Trump’s decision to end 
the DACA Program for some 800,000 
young people is the cruelest and most 
ugly Presidential act in the modern 
history of this country. I cannot think 
of one single act which is uglier and 
more cruel. 

These are 800,000 young people—often 
exemplary young people—the kind of 
kids we are proud of. These are kids 
who know this country—the United 
States of America—as their only home. 
In fact, many of these young people 
know English as their only language. 
These are young people who today are 
in college, they are in law school, they 
are in medical school, and they are 
proudly serving in the U.S. military. 

What this President has done is to 
take away the legal status by which 
these young people can work and find 
jobs, go to school, and live without 
fear. If they don’t have that legal sta-
tus, it means that anytime they walk 
down the street, they are frightened 
they could be arrested and deported 
from this country and separated from 
their families. 

This act, on the part of Donald 
Trump, is an abomination, and Con-
gress must reject Trump’s action and 
pass DACA into law. 

This is exactly what the American 
people want us to do. A recent poll—I 
think it came out yesterday—done by 
Morning Consult and Politico reports 
that 76 percent of those who were 
polled said the government should 
allow immigrants brought to the 
United States illegally as children to 
remain here—76 percent. Eighty-four 
percent of Democrats support the 
Dreamers having legal status, while 69 
percent of Republicans surveyed also 
favor such a policy. 

In another poll in April of 2017, 73 
percent of Trump supporters said 
Dreamers should be allowed to stay in 
the United States and become legal 
residents. In other words—and I say 
this to the young people who are in 
DACA—please do not think for one mo-
ment that you are being deserted by 
the people of this country. You are not. 
You are being attacked by a President 
of the United States who chooses to di-
vide us up, and you are today’s victims. 
Tomorrow it may well be another mi-
nority group. 

So this is a pivotal moment in Amer-
ican history, and we need to tell those 
young people that we will not see their 
legal status removed. We will not see 
them thrown out of the only country 
they have ever known. We need strong, 
bipartisan support to pass the Dream 
Act, and I hope we will do that as soon 
as possible. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

GARDNER). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCOTT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SISTER JANICE RYAN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on Sep-
tember 13, 2017, the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation will pay tribute to 
Sister Janice Ryan for the many con-
tributions she has made to our State of 
Vermont and its residents. The founda-
tion will present Sister Janice with its 
Lifetime Achievement Award for Com-
munity Service—just 1 day before she 
celebrates her 81st birthday, having 
been born September 14, 1936, on the 
family dairy farm in Fairfield, VT. 
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In the case of Sister Janice, ‘‘commu-

nity service’’ extends well beyond the 
borders of our small State. Through 
her lens, the community is global. 

Perhaps it was the work ethic and 
the duties of stewardship that she 
learned growing up on the farm or the 
responsibility that comes with being 
raised the eldest of six children, but 
since joining the Sisters of Mercy as a 
teenager, Sister Janice rose to what-
ever challenge she was presented and 
brought her trademark energy, com-
passion, and influence to every task. 

Before most of us even heard the 
phrase ‘‘mainstreaming,’’ Sister Janice 
worked tirelessly to ensure that chil-
dren with special needs received the 
education they deserved, first at the 
State level, and later in her work as a 
staff member in the U.S. Senate. Later, 
serving as project director of the 
Catholic Campaign to Ban Landmines, 
she was a great ally with me in the 
work we did in the 1990s and since then 
to rid the world of landmines. Her pas-
sion and commitment to that issue in-
spired me and many others. 

Sister Janice’s titles have been many 
and varied: professor and college presi-
dent, deputy corrections commissioner, 
criminal justice reformer, human 
rights advocate, and, of course, Catho-
lic nun. What is common to all of her 
work is her heartfelt belief that we 
cannot and we must not lose sight of 
the poor and vulnerable among us. 

Representing the Sisters of Mercy, 
Sister Janice has always done this 
work in a quiet but most effective 
manner. Her no-nonsense personality 
cuts straight to the core of the issue 
and to the pressing need. She is mas-
terful at bringing opposing sides to-
gether and finding the common lan-
guage needed to move us forward. In 
these times we live in, we need many 
more people like Sister Janice in the 
world. 

Upon receiving an honorary degree 
from the University of Vermont in 2008, 
Sister Janice spoke about the role that 
faith has played in her life. She told an 
interviewer that she was first drawn to 
the Sisters of Mercy because of its em-
phasis on education and its work with 
immigrants. 

‘‘I truly believe we have purpose and 
that it is related to some greater 
force,’’ she said at the time. ‘‘It is al-
most impossible to imagine my life 
without a belief in a higher power, to 
put it in secular terms. There is so 
much in the universe that calls out for 
it.’’ 

Marcelle and I have seen Sister Jan-
ice answer that calling many times 
over. For that, our State, our Nation, 
and our world are better. We are so 
very grateful. 

f 

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION 
DAY 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in rec-
ognition of National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day, today I wish to call at-
tention to the importance of maintain-

ing focus on efforts to bring home 
America’s prisoners of war, POWs, and 
missing in action, MIA. Let us join in 
honoring America’s servicemembers, 
including those who have yet to make 
it home, and recognizing the enduring 
service of military families who watch 
and wait for the return of their loved 
ones. 

We must continue to seek answers 
until all American servicemembers are 
home. Many American families have 
waited decades for resolution about the 
fate of their loved ones who went miss-
ing while serving our Nation. I com-
mend those who are working to bring 
America’s servicemembers home and 
who keep a spotlight on the service of 
those who remain missing. Idahoans, 
including members of the POW*MIA 
Awareness Rally Corp., raise awareness 
about the continued need to return our 
missing servicemembers, holding an-
nual rallies and other events to keep a 
spotlight on the service of those who 
remain missing and the need for an-
swers for their families. Their efforts 
are greatly valued in helping to ensure 
that the return of American service-
members is prioritized. 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency reports that more than 360 Ida-
hoans are among those who have not 
yet been recovered following their 
service in World War II, the Korean 
war, and the Vietnam war. Their serv-
ice and return must be ever fixed in our 
national attention. My prayers are 
with their families and friends that 
they may experience the long-awaited 
return of their loved ones. We cannot 
let up in the search. As Americans, it 
is our duty to bring home those who 
have given so much for us. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO PAM TESTROET 

∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I 
would like to recognize and honor the 
president-elect of the Louisiana REAL-
TORS, Mrs. Pam Foreman Testroet. 
Pam is a distinguished realtor in Lou-
isiana whose career has been defined by 
her devotion to ethics and her ability 
to make people comfortable while 
making important life decisions. 

The Louisiana REALTORS, LR, is a 
trade association tasked with helping 
its members in the business of real es-
tate in Louisiana. LR represents its 
members on real estate issues before 
the State and Federal governments 
while also providing legal assistance 
and professional development opportu-
nities. As president, Pam will ensure 
LR achieves its mission of ‘‘providing 
optimum member resources while serv-
ing as the advocate for REALTORS and 
consumers.’’ 

Pam began her career in Baton 
Rouge working for the Louisiana State 
Legislature and the constitutional con-
vention. She held various jobs in New 
Orleans and Houma, LA, before pur-
suing her dream of a career in real es-

tate in 2003. After receiving her real es-
tate license, Pam became actively in-
volved in REALTOR organizations, 
serving as a director on boards at the 
local, State, and national levels. 

Pam’s top career priorities include 
client satisfaction, ethics, communica-
tion, technology, and education. As 
evidenced by her numerous awards, 
Pam has excelled at those priorities. 
Pam’s awards include: 2005 Rookie of 
the Year, 2007 REALTOR of the Year, 
2008 Congeniality Award, 2010 RE/MAX 
Cooperative Spirit Award, Louisiana 
REALTORS 2013 REALTOR of the 
Year, 2016 Louisiana REALTORS sec-
retary/treasurer, and, finally, 2017 
president-elect of Louisiana REAL-
TORS. 

I would like to congratulate Pam on 
her astounding career and her ascen-
sion to the position of president of the 
Louisiana REALTORS. Her election as 
president is a testament of her work 
ethic and the positive impact she has 
had on those with which she has come 
in contact. I know Pam will excel in 
this position, and I am proud to have 
her in the great State of Louisiana.∑ 

f 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF 
CASCADE, IDAHO 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator JIM RISCH joins me 
today in honoring the city of Cascade, 
ID, in its 100th year since its incorpora-
tion. 

One hundred years ago, Cascade got 
its start as a prime location along the 
railroad tracks that crossed Valley 
County, ID, and developed into the 
county seat. Cascade became a central 
place for transporting the timber har-
vested nearby to area sawmills and a 
hub for mining. Like its neighbors in 
other parts of Valley County, Cascade 
has faced booms and downturns in the 
logging, mining, and agriculture sec-
tors, with resilience and ingenuity. The 
beauty of the local landscapes and nat-
ural resources continue to attract 
recreation and other outdoor activities 
to this picturesque community, and 
residents embody the industriousness 
and warmth at the heart of the com-
munity and its historical roots. Cas-
cade’s chamber of commerce aptly 
highlights Cascade’s ‘‘scenic beauty, 
fresh mountain air, warm friendly peo-
ple and unlimited recreational activi-
ties.’’ It is truly a treasure of our great 
State. 

Congratulations to the residents of 
Cascade on 100 years of accomplish-
ments in developing Cascade that is a 
wonderful home and destination to so 
many. We wish you well as you con-
tinue to work for the advancement of 
this great community and its resi-
dents.∑ 

f 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE TOWN OF ESTES PARK 

∑ Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the centennial celebra-
tion of the town of Estes Park, CO. For 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:50 Sep 07, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G06SE6.054 S06SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

V
9H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:56:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




