
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5006 September 6, 2017 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 605 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 605 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 662 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 662 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 663 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 663 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. HELLER, and 
Mr. BENNET): 

S. 1766. A bill to reauthorize the 
SAFER Act of 2013, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1766 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sexual As-
sault Forensic Evidence Reporting Act of 
2017’’ or the ‘‘SAFER Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. PEDIATRIC SEXUAL ASSAULT NURSE EX-

AMINERS. 
Section 304(c)(2) of the DNA Sexual Assault 

Justice Act of 2004 (42 U.S.C. 14136a) is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘, both adult and pedi-
atric,’’ after ‘‘role of forensic nurses’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and elder abuse’’ and in-
serting ‘‘elder abuse, and, in particular, the 
need for pediatric sexual assault nurse exam-

iners, including such nurse examiners work-
ing in the multidisciplinary setting, in re-
sponding to abuse of both children and ado-
lescents’’. 
SEC. 3. REDUCING THE RAPE KIT BACKLOG. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 2(c)(4) of 
the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act 
of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 14135(c)(4)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2017’’ and inserting ‘‘2022’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF SUNSET.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1006 of the SAFER 

Act of 2013 (42 U.S.C. 14135 note) is repealed. 
(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENT.—The table of contents for the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 
2013 (Public Law 113–4; 127 Stat. 54) is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to section 
1006. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S.J. Res. 49. A joint resolution con-
demning the violence and domestic ter-
rorist attack that took place during 
events between August 11 and August 
12, 2017 in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
recognizing the first responders who 
lost their lives while monitoring the 
events, offering deepest condolences to 
the families and friends of those indi-
viduals who were killed and deepest 
sympathies and support to those indi-
viduals who were injured by the vio-
lence, expressing support for the Char-
lottesville community, rejecting White 
nationalists, White supremacists, the 
Ku Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other 
hate groups, and urging the President 
and the President’s Cabinet to use all 
available resources to address the 
threats posed by those groups; read the 
first time. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I want 
to welcome all my colleagues back to 
the Capitol. Obviously, we have a busy 
time in front of us. 

I would appreciate a moment of per-
sonal privilege to thank my col-
leagues—including the Senator from 
Colorado—who reached out to me in 
the wake of the horrible events 4 weeks 
ago in Charlottesville, VA. I appre-
ciated the messages of support for the 
Charlottesville community and the bi-
partisan condemnation of the White 
nationalists and anti-Semitic activists 
who chose my State and the home of 
the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence to show the world their hate-
ful, misguided, and violent beliefs. 

I have partnered with my fellow Vir-
ginian, Senator KAINE, and with Sen-
ator GARDNER, Senator ISAKSON, and 
others on a bipartisan basis to create a 
resolution condemning the hatred and 
violence we saw on display in Char-
lottesville. 

Our resolution condemns the White 
nationalists and White supremacists, 
the KKK, and anti-Semitic groups. Our 
resolution also honors the memory of 
Heather Heyer and the two Virginia 
State police officers, Lieutenant Jay 
Cullen and Trooper Berke Bates, who 
lost their lives in Charlottesville. Our 
bipartisan resolution also calls upon 
the Trump administration to do more 
than track the recent and distressing 
increase in these violent discrimina-

tory attacks but to actually counter 
these efforts with a coordinated re-
sponse that draws upon all the re-
sources of our Federal Government. 

Our Nation is better than the 
vileness and violence we saw in Char-
lottesville on August 11 and 12. Our Na-
tion also deserves clear and unequivo-
cal condemnation of racist and dis-
criminatory attacks from our Nation’s 
leaders. 

We are introducing the resolution 
today, and I encourage my colleagues 
to show their support for the people of 
Charlottesville and the people of the 
Commonwealth by cosponsoring this 
initiative. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 23—AUTHORIZING THE USE 
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE 
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR A 
CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
TO THE FILIPINO VETERANS OF 
WORLD WAR II 

Ms. HIRONO submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 23 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO THE 
FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD WAR 
II. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used on October 25, 2017 for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the Filipino Veterans of World War 
II in recognition of their dedicated military 
service. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the ceremony described in 
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 789. Mr. CORNYN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2018 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 790. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. GRASSLEY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 791. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 792. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. PAUL) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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SA 793. Mr. YOUNG submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 794. Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
TILLIS) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 2810, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 795. Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mr. 
RISCH) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2810, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 796. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 797. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. WICKER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 798. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 799. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 800. Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
COTTON) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2810, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 801. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 
2810, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 802. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 803. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 804. Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
DONNELLY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 
2810, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 805. Mr. CORNYN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 806. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 807. Mr. GARDNER (for Mrs. SHAHEEN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 920, to 
establish a National Clinical Care Commis-
sion. 

SA 808. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 601, to enhance 
the transparency and accelerate the impact 
of assistance provided under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to promote quality basic 
education in developing countries, to better 
enable such countries to achieve universal 
access to quality basic education and im-
proved learning outcomes, to eliminate du-
plication and waste, and for other purposes. 

SA 809. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 808 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 601, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 789. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 

of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the 
following: 
SEC. lll. UPGRADE OF M113 VEHICLES. 

No amounts authorized to be appropriated 
by this Act or otherwise made available for 
the Department of Defense for fiscal year 
2018 may be obligated or expended to upgrade 
Army M113 vehicles until the Secretary of 
the Army submits to the congressional de-
fense committees a report setting forth the 
strategy of the Army for the upgrade of such 
vehicles. The report shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A detailed strategy for upgrading and 
fielding M113 vehicles. 

(2) An analysis of the manner in which the 
Army plans to address M113 vehicle surviv-
ability and maneuverability concerns. 

(3) An analysis of the historical costs asso-
ciated with upgrading M113 vehicles, and a 
validation of current cost estimates for up-
grading such vehicles. 

(4) A comparison of total procurement and 
life cycle costs of adding an echelon above 
brigade (EAB) requirement to the Army 
Multi-Purpose Vehicle (AMPV) with total 
procurement and life cycle costs of upgrad-
ing legacy M113 vehicles. 

(5) An analysis of the possibility of further 
accelerating Army Multi-Purpose Vehicle 
production or modifying the current fielding 
strategy for the Army Multi-Purpose Vehicle 
to meet near-term echelon above brigade re-
quirements. 

SA 790. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for her-
self, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. 
GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill H.R. 2810, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. STEM(MM) JOBS ACTION PLAN. 

(a) ASSESSMENTS AND PLAN OF ACTION.— 
The Secretary of Defense, in conjunction 
with the Secretary of each military depart-
ment, shall — 

(1) perform an assessment of the 
STEM(MM) workforce for organizations 
within the Department of Defense, including 
the numbers and types of positions and the 
expectations for losses due to retirements 
and voluntary departures; 

(2) identify the types and quantities of 
STEM(MM) jobs needed to support future 
mission work; 

(3) determine the shortfall between lost 
STEM(MM) personnel and future require-
ments; 

(4) analyze and explain the appropriateness 
and impact of using reimbursable and work-
ing capital fund dollars for new STEM(MM) 
hires; 

(5) identify a plan of action to address the 
STEM(MM) jobs gap, including hiring strate-
gies and timelines for replacement of 
STEM(MM) employees; and 

(6) submit to Congress, not later than De-
cember 31, 2018, a report specifying such plan 
of action. 

(b) STEM(MM) DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘STEM(MM)’’ refers to science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, 
maintenance, and manufacturing. 

SA 791. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. lll. GOVERNMENT MICRO-PURCHASE 

THRESHOLD MATTERS. 
(a) INCREASE IN THRESHOLD.—Section 

1902(a)(1) of title 41, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘$3,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$10,000’’. 

(b) CONVENIENCE CHECKS.—A convenience 
check may not be used for an amount in ex-
cess of one half of the micro-purchase 
threshold under section 1902(a) of title 41, 
United States Code, or a lower amount set 
by the head of the agency. Use of conven-
ience checks shall comply with controls pre-
scribed in Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A–123, Appendix B. 

SA 792. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. 
PAUL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2810, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. lll. REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF THE FULL 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

Not later than six months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Defense shall submit to Congress a report 
setting forth the following: 

(1) A description of the work undertaken 
and planned to be undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Defense, and the military depart-
ments, Defense Agencies, and other organiza-
tions and elements of the Department, to 
test and verify transaction data pertinent to 
obtaining an unqualified audit of their finan-
cial statements, including from feeder sys-
tems. 

(2) A projected timeline of the Department 
in connection with the audit of the full fi-
nancial statements of the Department, to be 
submitted to Congress annually not later 
than six months after the submittal to Con-
gress of the budget of the President for a fis-
cal year, including the following: 

(A) The date on which the Department 
projects the beginning of an audit of the full 
financial statements of the Department, and 
the military departments, Defense Agencies, 
and other organizations and elements of the 
Department, for a fiscal year. 

(B) The date on which the Department 
projects the completions of audits of the full 
financial statements of the Department, and 
the military departments, Defense Agencies, 
and other organizations and elements of the 
Department, for a fiscal year. 
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