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TRIBUTE: ALPHA DELTA KAPPA 

INTERNATIONAL HONORARY OR-
GANIZATION FOR WOMEN EDU-
CATORS 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend the Alpha Delta Kappa 
International Honorary Organization for 
Women Educators on sixty-nine years of dedi-
cated service, and proclaim October 2016 as 
Alpha Delta Kappa Month. Established in 
1947, Alpha Delta Kappa’s goals are to insti-
tute high standards of education, recognize 
outstanding educators, build a fraternal fellow-
ship among educators and promote edu-
cational and charitable projects, enriching the 
lives of individuals everywhere. 

With a membership of more than 33,000 
educators representing all fifty U.S. states, 
Puerto Rico, Canada, Mexico, Jamaica, and 
Australia, Alpha Delta Kappa is committed to 
educational excellence, personal and profes-
sional growth, and collectively channeling their 
energies toward the good of their schools, 
communities, the teaching profession, and the 
world. 

Women in education constitute a great por-
tion of America’s workforce and are constantly 
striving to serve their communities and Amer-
ica in educational, cultural, and charitable pro-
grams leading to harmony, happiness, and 
peace among all people. 

Since 2014, members of Alpha Delta Kappa 
have altruistically given to the communities 
they serve by raising nearly $12 million dollars 
and volunteering more than two million service 
hours. Alpha Delta Kappa members biennially 
award more than a quarter million dollars 
through eleven scholarship programs and 
have contributed more than $1 million dollars 
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

I congratulate Alpha Delta Kappa Inter-
national Honorary Organization for Women 
Educators on their many years of unparalleled 
success and wish them well as they continue 
to educate our children. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HENSEL PHELPS 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Hensel Phelps Construction Company 
for receiving the 2017 Secretary of Defense 
Employer Support Freedom Award. This pres-
tigious award is given to only a handful of 
firms out of over 3,000 applicants in order to 
recognize their support of National Guard and 
Reserve employees. This is truly a remarkable 
achievement that speaks to Hensel Phelps’ 
care for our service members. 

Hensel Phelps is a thriving, international 
corporation that was founded in Greeley, Colo-
rado in 1937. Over the last 80 years, this com-
pany has grown from a local commercial con-
struction company to the prosperous inter-
national business it is today. They have cre-

ated thousands of jobs and have made nota-
ble contributions to improve the communities 
around their operations, as well as their em-
ployees’ livelihoods. 

Hensel Phelps is an excellent example of 
what enterprising and forward thinking busi-
nesses can accomplish in America’s great 
economy. As a former executive there, I have 
experienced firsthand what a remarkable com-
pany it is. The skills I learned and experiences 
I had while at Hensel Phelps still help me to 
this day as I work to represent the people of 
Colorado’s fourth district. The care given to 
their staff is exceptional, and they should be 
commended for their innovative spirit, em-
ployee ownership model, and commitment to 
supporting our troops. Hensel Phelps’ inspiring 
success confirms that the American Dream is 
alive and thriving in Colorado and the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Hensel Phelps Construction Company for re-
ceiving the 2017 Secretary of Defense Em-
ployer Support Freedom Award. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on September 
6, 2017, I was unavoidably detained, and ab-
sent for Roll Call votes 445 through 456. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: No on Roll Call vote 445, on 
passage of amendment 15; No on Roll Call 
vote 446, on passage of amendment 17; No 
on Roll Call vote 447, on passage of amend-
ment 25; No on Roll Call vote 448, on pas-
sage of amendment 32; No on Roll Call vote 
449, on passage of amendment 33; Yes on 
Roll Call vote 450, on passage of amendment 
38; No on Roll Call vote 451, on passage of 
amendment 39; No on Roll Call vote 452, on 
passage of amendment 46; No on Roll Call 
vote 453, on passage of amendment 51; No 
on Roll Call vote 454, on passage of amend-
ment 54; No on Roll Call vote 455, on pas-
sage of amendment 56; and No on Roll Call 
vote 456, on passage of amendment 58. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
September 5, 2017, I was not present for the 
recorded votes on roll call no. 439 and 440. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call vote no. 439, the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass, the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council Insurance Continuity 
Act, I would have voted YEA. 

On Roll Call vote no. 440, on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass, as amended, to 
direct the securities and Exchange Commis-
sion to allow certain issuers to be exempt from 
registration requirements, and for other pur-
poses, I would have voted YEA. 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT JOHN D. 
LYNN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant John D. Lynn of the Sali-
nas Police Department for over 25 years of 
dedication to the residents of the city of Sali-
nas. 

After leaving active duty in the U.S. Army at 
Fort Ord, John Lynn opted to serve his com-
munity by entering an officer training program 
for law enforcement in 1990. Upon completion, 
he was assigned as a patrol officer in the city 
of Salinas, California. In 1993 he became a 
D.A.R.E instructor, educating the students in 
Salinas High School and Washington Middle 
School about the dangers of drug abuse. Over 
the ensuing years, as a community service re-
source office, Officer Lynn coordinated neigh-
borhood watch meetings and organized crime 
prevention presentations. Sergeant Lynn also 
conducted the Salinas Police Department’s 
first ever National Night Out event, in which 
neighbors and police convene for a night of 
community conversation, casual dining and 
community festivities. 

In 2000, Sergeant Lynn became a traffic 
motorcycle officer, tasked with leading major 
traffic collision investigations. Over the years, 
he was promoted to sergeant, served with var-
ious capacities in the Salinas Police Depart-
ment, including the personnel and training 
unit, patrol, supervision of the traffic unit, inter-
nal affairs, and a role coordinating a DUI en-
forcement campaign. 

In a dramatic episode in November 2015, 
Sergeant Lynn and two fellow officers suc-
cessfully prevented an attempted suicide by 
hanging of a man. He is a hero and was hon-
ored as Monterey County Officer of the Year. 

For the past six years, Sergeant Lynn has 
been the S.P.D representative for the Special 
Olympics of Northern California. Only a few 
weeks ago, a golden torch passed through 
Salinas, escorted by several local officers, an 
event that raised more than $13,000 for the 
program. It is yet another example of Sergeant 
John Lynn’s dedication to this community. On 
behalf of California’s 20th District, I thank him 
for his many years of service, and I wish him 
the best of luck in his well-earned retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FALLEN 
U.S. ARMY MAJOR (MAJ) GREG-
ORY JOHN FESTER 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of U.S. Army Major 
(MAJ) Gregory John Fester who died while 
defending our great nation on August 30, 
2005, during Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was 
killed when an improvised explosive device 
detonated near his dismounted patrol in 
Iskandariyah, Iraq. MAJ Fester was assigned 
to the U.S. Army Civil Affairs and Psycho-
logical Operations Command, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, while serving with the 155th 
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Armored Brigade Combat Team from Mis-
sissippi. 

MAJ Fester, a native of Westerville, Ohio, 
attended Ohio State University. He enlisted in 
the Army in 1984, where he served as an ad-
ministrative specialist in the Ohio National 
Guard. MAJ Fester received his Army ROTC 
commission in 1987, when he graduated from 
Ohio State University. As a second lieutenant, 
MAJ Fester served on active duty with the 4th 
Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment. He 
was promoted to first lieutenant in May 1989, 
while serving with the 3rd Battalion, 27th Field 
Artillery Regiment. In 1990, MAJ Fester 
served with the Battery Charlie, 4th Battalion, 
27th Field Artillery (Multiple Launch Rocket 
System) in Wertheim, Germany. His unit de-
ployed to parts of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and 
Iraq during the initial ground phase of Oper-
ation Desert Storm. MAJ Fester’s service dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm earned him a 
number of awards including the Bronze Star 
medal. 

In August 1991, he attended the Officer Ad-
vanced Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and 
was promoted to captain. MAJ Fester’s next 
assignment was at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
where he took command of the Battery Char-
lie, 3rd Battalion, 27th Field Artillery. After 
MAJ Fester completed his service at Fort 
Bragg, he was assigned to New Cumberland 
Army Depot outside of Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. 

In 1996, MAJ Fester departed active duty 
and became a sales representative for Pfizer 
Inc. He was reclassified as a member of the 
Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) At the time, 
MAJ Fester served as a tactical intelligence 
officer in the New York Air National Guard’s 
Engineer Brigade, 42nd Infantry Division. In 
December 1999, MAJ Fester joined the U.S. 
Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Oper-
ations Command (Airborne), where he was as-
signed to the 402nd Civil Affairs Battalion, 
Tonawanda, New York. He completed the Civil 
Affairs Officer Advanced Course in 2001, and 
was promoted to major. In April 2002, a presi-
dential executive order called MAJ Fester and 
other reservists back to service for a tour that 
was scheduled to last until 2006. 

After MAJ Fester’s death, his duties in Iraq 
were described in an online post at 
arlingtoncemetery.net It was MAJ Fester’s job 
to talk with mayors of Iraqi communities and 
Islamic clerics in the dangerous Sunni Tri-
angle. MAJ Fester secured contractors to re-
build high schools and elementary schools. 
His wife, Julie, was proud of her husband’s 
devotion to every project. ‘‘He believed in what 
he was doing,’’ Mrs. Fester said ‘‘The schools 
over there were rubble. He felt they were mak-
ing a difference.’’ 

When MAJ Fester’s body was returned to 
the United States for burial, more than 650 
people came to the memorial service. It was 
held at the Ada Bible Church in Ada, Michi-
gan. On the day of the service, flags through-
out Michigan were lowered to half staff. Rev-
erend Bob King, Ada Bible Church pastor, 
said MAJ Fester wanted to serve America. 
‘‘He was very concerned about his family,’’ 
Rev. King said. ‘‘But as a soldier, he was 
ready to step up and do his duty. He truly had 
the desire to make the world a better place.’’ 

MAJ Fester was transported to the Arlington 
National Cemetery where the Army Horseman 
of the Caisson Platoon carried him to his final 
resting place. His coffin was draped with an 

American flag. At the end of the service, a 
military band played ‘‘America the Beautiful’’ 
as flags were presented to his family. 

MAJ Fester’s awards and decorations in-
clude two Bronze Star medals, the Purple 
Heart medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
two Army Commendation medals, the Army 
Achievement medal, the Army Reserve Com-
ponents Achievement medal, the National De-
fense Service medal, the Southwest Asia 
Service medal with three bronze service stars, 
the Iraq Campaign medal, Army Service Rib-
bon, the Overseas Service Ribbon, the Kuwaiti 
Liberation medal, the Combat Action Badge, 
the Parachutist Badge and a Valorous Unit 
Award. 

MAJ Fester is survived by his wife, Julie, his 
two daughters, Jenni and Megan; his son, 
Peyton; and his parents, William Fester and 
Virginia Piecoro. 

MAJ Fester will always be remembered for 
his courage and bravery. He sacrificed his life 
to protect the freedoms we all enjoy. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HARRY 
MESHEL 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life of Harry Meshel who died on 
September 4, 2017. Mr. Meshel was a native 
of Youngstown, Ohio and ‘‘known for his re-
markable civic, cultural, and educational con-
tributions to the community. 

Well-known for his colorful stories, sharp 
wit, and keen memory, Meshel had a success-
ful political career in the Ohio Democratic 
Party. Throughout his career, he had the op-
portunity to meet iconic political leaders, in-
cluding President John F. Kennedy and Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson. Meshel’s break 
came in late 1963 when Youngstown Mayor- 
elect Anthony B. Flask selected him to be his 
administrative assistant. Meshel served in that 
capacity for more than five years. When a 
seat in the Ohio Senate opened, Meshel won 
a seven-person Democratic primary in 1970 
and then the general election. He spent more 
than 22 years in the Ohio Senate, and the ma-
jority of that time was spent in leadership posi-
tions, including president for two years. After 
resigning from the Senate in 1993, Meshel 
served as state Democratic party chairman. 
He later went on to serve a nine-year term as 
a trustee on the board of Youngstown State 
University.’’ 

Harry was one of the original sponsors of 
legislation to establish the Northeast Ohio 
Medical University (NEOMED) in Rootstown. 
Additionally, he was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Ohio University College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine and the Wright State Univer-
sity School of Professional Psychology. He 
was a relentless advocate of Youngtown State 
University as a student, a legislator, and as a 
Trustee. In addition to all the achievements of 
this able leader, I remember Harry as a Greek 
American who valiantly fought our nation’s 
battle at Leyte Gulf in the Philippines. He was 
a dedicated supporter of our veterans and a 
frequent participant at many veterans’ events. 

Harry was a respected and beloved member 
of the community who influenced countless 

lives. He was a dear friend and mentor to me 
when I was just starting out my career in pub-
lic service. His legacy is represented all over 
the Mahoning Valley and Youngstown State 
University. He will be deeply missed by our 
community and by all of those fortunate 
enough to know him. I extend my deepest 
condolences to his family and friends. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CRANDALL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 125th Anniversary of 
the Crandall Public Library in Glens Falls, New 
York. 

Since its establishment in November of 
1892, the Crandall Public Library has re-
mained true to its mission of serving and edu-
cating our community. Acting as the central li-
brary for the Southern Adirondack Library Sys-
tem, the Crandall library holds an extensive 
and diverse collection of books and materials. 
The library’s historical collections preserve the 
rich history of the region, while its Folklife 
Center Program showcases the cultural tradi-
tions of the upper Hudson Valley and southern 
Adirondacks. By offering thoughtful and en-
gaging opportunities for people of all ages, the 
Library has provided our community with an 
excellent place to come together and learn. 

In New York’s 21st District, we are grateful 
for the Crandall Public Library’s work on pre-
serving our history, educating our people, and 
bringing our community together. I would like 
to thank the library’s employees for their dedi-
cated service, and congratulate them as they 
celebrate this historic occasion. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FALLEN 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD SOL-
DIER CAPTAIN (CPT) LOWELL T. 
MILLER, II 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Michigan Army Na-
tional Guard soldier Captain (CPT) Lowell T. 
Miller, II who died while defending our great 
nation on August 31, 2005, during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. CPT Miller and his military 
training team came under attack by enemy 
forces using small arms fire in Iskandariyah, 
Iraq. They were conducting military operations 
with the Iraqi Army. CPT Miller was assigned 
to the 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry Regiment, 
Mississippi Army National Guard, McComb, 
Mississippi. 

According to the Associated Press, CPT Mil-
ler was a member of Calvary Christian Church 
in Flint, Michigan. He accepted Jesus Christ 
as his savior and was baptized at the age of 
eight. He was active in his church’s youth 
group, youth choir, and the Bible Quiz Bowl. 
CPT Miller attended Carman-Ainsworth High 
School where he lettered in track. He also 
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