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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BARTON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 7, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOE BAR-
TON to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

HONORING ED GILROY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and say farewell to a 
member of the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce staff who 
has dedicated more than 20 years of 
public service to the people’s House. 

Ed Gilroy began his congressional ca-
reer on the staff of former Congress-
man Rod Chandler of Washington, but 
most of us know him for his nearly 16 

years of service as the committee’s Di-
rector of Workforce Policy. 

Ed led our efforts to expand access to 
affordable healthcare for small-busi-
ness employees, provide moms and dads 
more flexibility in the workplace, and 
protect the rights of workers and em-
ployers. When we think about the pas-
sage of the bipartisan Pension Protec-
tion Act in 2006 and the Multiemployer 
Pension Reform Act of 2014, we have to 
think of Ed. 

Ed Gilroy has been a trusted adviser, 
dedicated public servant, distinguished 
colleague, and an invaluable member of 
our committee family. We are deeply 
grateful for his many years of service 
to the American people and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and we wish 
him all the best in the years ahead. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST CHARTER 
SCHOOL 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, 25 years ago, 
something monumental occurred for 
students and families who were seeking 
a new way to pursue a high-quality 
education. Twenty-five years ago, our 
Nation’s first charter school, the City 
Academy, opened its doors in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. City Academy began a new 
era for school choice and provided fam-
ilies with an alternative option to the 
traditional public school system. 
Today, over 3 million students are en-
rolled in charter schools, and more 
than 6,800 have opened in over 40 
States. 

Charter schools are not only growing 
as an option for students, but these 
schools are also getting results. Inno-
vative charter schools are providing 
thousands of students and families 
with the hope and opportunity that 
they can receive a high-quality edu-
cation and gain the skills they need to 
succeed for the future. 

I congratulate City Academy for 
being a true pioneer in school choice 25 
years ago and support the expansion of 
school choice for American students 
and families. 

HONORING ALEXANDER FURNITURE ACADEMY 

Mr. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the efforts of the CVCC Alex-
ander Furniture Academy, located in 
Taylorsville, North Carolina. This fan-
tastic facility hosts a program where 
students are taught the basic skill lev-
els required to gain employment as a 
sewing operator or upholstery crafts-
man within the furniture trade. 

Under the leadership of Center Direc-
tor Eunice Mays and thanks to the 
generous scholarships awarded by 
many groups like Craftmaster Incor-
porated, AHFA, and others, nearly 50 
students have graduated, and almost 
all are now employed. 

I wholeheartedly commend Eunice 
and the Alexander Furniture Academy 
as well as all of its sponsors for putting 
together a program that doesn’t just 
teach valuable skills to would-be job 
seekers, but a program that literally 
helps individuals build the skills they 
need to succeed from the bottom up. 

In the last 6 months, students have 
crafted 90 sofas and chairs and 20 
loveseats which have been sold. The 
profits from the students’ creations are 
invested in scholarships and help to 
keep the academy open. 

I commend the Catawba Valley Com-
munity College Alexander Furniture 
Academy teachers, staff, and students 
on this terrific program. 

f 

FUNDING FOR THE FAA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BASS) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my dissatisfaction at the 
majority’s failure to allow consider-
ation of amendments I proposed to the 
appropriations bill that include fund-
ing for the FAA. The Rules Committee 
did not forward those items so my col-
leagues could consider and vote on 
them. 
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My amendments represent beginning 

steps toward addressing what has be-
come an intolerable level of noise from 
planes in my district. The amendments 
will not see debate in this body, how-
ever, despite the fact that noise affects 
the health, well-being, and economic 
livelihood of people in every part of the 
country, whether they are Republicans 
or Democrats. 

When Congress directed the FAA to 
update how we control our airways, we 
were promised that, by reworking the 
Nation’s airspace and using satellite 
technology instead of radars, our Na-
tion’s flight system would become not 
only more efficient, but cleaner and 
quieter. 

Next Generation systems were sup-
posed to allow virtually automated air 
traffic control, eliminate circling over-
head waiting for a landing slot, and fa-
cilitate smooth gliding flight descents 
without noisy engine power. Plus, 
planes would be able to stay higher 
longer, and FAA’s published flight pro-
cedures would specify minimum alti-
tudes over heavily populated areas, 
meant to ensure that effects on the 
ground were minimized. 

That is not what we got. Eight of the 
country’s busiest and most complex 
metropolitan areas, called metro-
plexes, have seen NextGen implementa-
tion so far. Phoenix, North Carolina, 
and Washington, D.C., are just a few of 
the metroplex victims who have de-
cided to take legal action against the 
FAA. The D.C. Circuit Court recently 
ruled in the Phoenix case, noting that 
the FAA had not paid enough attention 
to the effects of its actions. 

In every case, noise that used to be 
spread out across a wide area became 
concentrated over narrowed corridors, 
visiting misery on those living below. 
The best analogy I can offer is this: 
Imagine that all of the traffic using a 
6-lane highway was narrowed to a sin-
gle lane. The concentration of that 
much traffic would surely cause consid-
erable problems. 

Well, that is exactly what has hap-
pened in the southern California 
metroplex implementation. Areas that 
used to see planes flying overhead 
every 15 or 20 minutes now feel 
bombarded by flights as close together 
as every 3 minutes or less. 

As you can imagine, sometimes those 
planes and narrowed highways might 
get too close together. Air traffic con-
trollers have to keep minimum separa-
tion for the safety of all involved. But 
in order to adhere to that narrowed 
lane, controllers tell the pilots to devi-
ate from the flight path by going down-
ward. Sometimes they fly at half, or 
less, of what the minimum altitude is 
supposed to be. So planes that are sup-
posed to fly at 6,000 feet may fly as low 
as 3,000 feet at a frequency of every 3 to 
5 minutes. I hope that you can appre-
ciate that that noise is intolerable. 

Film production of all types, whether 
TV commercials, movies, or videos, is 
an economic driver in my district. The 
neighborhoods of the 37th Congres-

sional District have been used to rep-
resent cities and towns across the con-
tinent. 

Though you might not know it, I am 
sure you have seen both Culver City 
and the historic West Adams district, 
built over 100 years ago, in some of 
your favorite TV shows and movies. 
Unfortunately, the movie studios of 
Culver City and the homes of West 
Adams are directly under the new, nar-
rowed flight path. Studios are com-
plaining about having to move produc-
tion from their back lots because of the 
noise. 

I have elderly constituents who have 
lived in their neighborhoods for dec-
ades and who rely on income from loca-
tion filming to help them remain in 
their homes. Film scouts have told 
them that the frequent loud plane traf-
fic makes it impossible to film there 
anymore. 

At this point, countless American 
and European health studies have dem-
onstrated the harms that come from 
exposure to noise—and at much lower 
levels than that experienced by people 
on the ground. The arbitrary and out-
dated 65 decibel day/night level that 
the FAA uses to determine acceptable 
levels of exposure is calculated at an 
average of sound over a 24-hour period. 

Parents with young children have 
told me that their kids’ sleep patterns 
have been disrupted by unrelenting 
noise, enough to alter their academic 
performance. 

A health clinic serving the affected 
areas has begun to investigate whether 
a spike in reported health problems, in-
cluding poor control of chronic condi-
tions like hypertension, can be related 
to the constant exposure to excessive 
noise. 

The European Union standard for 
noise exposure at night is half of the 
U.S. level and is still cause for health 
concerns there. 

In the absence of consideration of my 
amendments, I invite my colleagues to 
join me and nearly 40 other colleagues 
in the House Quiet Skies Caucus, which 
is working to make progress on this 
important issue. 

My constituents and I know many of 
my colleagues’ constituents are suf-
fering under the burden of excessive 
airplane noise as a result of the imple-
mentation of the FAA’s Next Genera-
tion project. We cannot and must not 
sacrifice the health of those on the 
ground in the name of airline effi-
ciency. 

f 

CALLING ON THE SENATE TO 
MAKE CTE A PRIORITY THIS FALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, during the August in-dis-
trict work period, I had the privilege of 
visiting CPI in Pleasant Gap, Pennsyl-
vania. CPI is the Central Pennsylvania 
Institute of Science and Technology. 

I was proud that my colleague, Con-
gressman RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI of Illi-
nois, was able to join me in Pennsylva-
nia’s Fifth District at CPI on the first 
day of school. 

CPI was founded in 1969 to meet the 
career and technical education needs of 
high school students in Centre County. 
By combining academies with tech-
nical training and industry-recognized 
certifications, CPI is uniquely poised 
to prepare students for rapid employ-
ment and long-term career success. CPI 
offers more than 18 secondary pro-
grams, over 60 in-house adult and con-
tinuing education programs, and more 
than 350 online courses. 

In addition to exceptional classroom 
and hands-on instruction from a highly 
qualified, experienced faculty, CPI of-
fers certification in a wide range of dis-
ciplines, a notable advantage to CPI 
graduates and their employers. 

Congressman KRISHNAMOORTHI and I 
were at CPI to talk about our bill, the 
Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act. 
This House unanimously approved the 
bill in June, and I call on the United 
States Senate to make it a priority for 
this fall. 

Mr. Speaker, our bill is the first 
major overhaul to the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act in 
more than 10 years. The bipartisan leg-
islation strengthens and improves ca-
reer and technical education and gives 
Americans the skills they need to com-
pete for in-demand jobs. 

This can be witnessed firsthand at 
CPI. This November, CPI will launch a 
new 2-year degree program: Natural 
Gas Compression—CAT/Ariel Emphasis 
Associate of Specialized Technology. 
The program is in partnership with the 
Cleveland Brothers, a Pennsylvania- 
based Caterpillar dealer, and Ariel Cor-
poration, the world’s leading manufac-
turer of natural gas compressors. CPI 
is currently accepting students for a 
November 28, 2017, start date. It is only 
one of two programs of its kind nation-
wide. 

Ariel Corporation compressors and 
CAT engines are located in oil and gas 
fields throughout the world. Graduates 
of CPI’s natural gas compressor degree 
program will have an opportunity to 
work locally, nationally, and globally. 
Cleveland Brothers, Ariel, and gas in-
dustry partners will be interviewing 
the NGC students after the first term. 
If pre-hired by the program’s industry 
partners, students will receive com-
pany-sponsored tuition reimbursement. 

Mr. Speaker, this is exactly the type 
of career and technical education in-
vestments we should be making and en-
couraging. By educating Americans in 
high-demand fields, they can climb 
rungs on the ladder of opportunity and 
obtain family-sustaining jobs. 

I will continue to advocate for these 
important reforms that will benefit 
Americans from all walks of life. I urge 
the Senate to take up our bill without 
delay. It is important to close the 
skills gap and give every American a 
chance at having a fulfilling career. 
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