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330,000 Afghan military and police per-
sonnel.

The international community is now
providing 60 percent of the Afghan
GDP, and almost all of these so-called
peacekeeping—really, U.N. wars—the
U.S. taxpayers are paying over 90 per-
cent of the cost.

When the so-called coalition bombs
go astray killing civilians and women
and children, they are really seen by
the locals as being U.S. bombs, cre-
ating even more hatred and resentment
for our country.

We have now had almost 2,500 young
American soldiers Kkilled in Afghani-
stan and 20,000 wounded, many maimed
for life. We have spent $1 trillion di-
rectly on this war and even more indi-
rectly.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
don’t want forever, permanent wars.
This Afghanistan folly has lasted four
times longer than World War II. We
should have come home a long time
ago.

————

PERSONAL STORIES OF
DREAMERS IN PORTLAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday I was standing next to JOHN
LEWIS as we joined our Democratic col-
leagues from the House and the Senate
who delivered a spirited message of re-
solve to fight Donald Trump’s cruelty
towards almost 800,000 young Ameri-
cans and, of course, several million
other members of their families, their
friends, their employers, who all had
their lives turned upside down by
Trump’s senseless, unnecessary deci-
sion.

Strange for somebody who professes
to love the DREAMers, Trump is
caught in his own trap. He clearly
didn’t know what he was doing, trying
to figure out ways to pass responsi-
bility for his decision on to others.
But, of course, that is sort of what we
have come to expect from someone who
appears to care only for himself. He
was afraid, even, to deliver the message
himself. Typical of Donald Trump, he
outsourced the decision to Jeff Ses-
sions, who Trump spent most of the
summer demeaning.

Now, I think there is a simple solu-
tion: take it back. Donald Trump is fa-
mous for mulligans on the golf course,
do-overs. If he didn’t like the shot, he
would just do it again. Well, let’s de-
clare a DACA mulligan. Take it back.
Yes, it might look foolish, but that
really hasn’t stopped him before.

In the meantime, the outrage builds:
the community of faith, the business
community, people across the country
who are understanding the lunacy of
this decision, its unfairness. But the
most telling and powerful points are
from the young DREAMers themselves.

My colleagues have delivered this
message from people whom they have
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heard from in their districts. I have
countless ones that have been shared
with us.

Jamie, a 31-year-old father of two, a
DACA recipient, was 12 when his fam-
ily fled to the United States to escape
poverty and corruption. For 9 years, he
has dedicated his life to helping young
people cope with these challenges. He
is working with young people impacted
by the issue, concerned about their
mental health and their well-being.

Eddie arrived from Mexico as a 1-
year-old baby. He really didn’t under-
stand the impact of being undocu-
mented until he applied for college and
was not eligible for Federal assistance,
but eventually he attended and grad-
uated from Portland State University;
and he has become the first undocu-
mented student admitted to Oregon
Health & Science University School of
Dentistry. Scheduled to graduate next
year, he wants to be able to serve the
community that raised him.

Karla, arrived as a 4-year-old, is cur-
rently a student, but whose concern is
the message that is being sent to oth-
ers whom she works with. DACA recipi-
ents are not all young professionals or
valedictorians. Some work in fast-food
restaurants and are struggling to get
through community college.

She makes the point that some may
call her a DREAMer, but she felt that
the real DREAMers were her parents,
who had the dream for her. They
fought to come to this country to raise
her and give her the opportunity to
work, attend school, and live without
fear of deportation.

These are compelling stories, Mr.
Speaker, but the one that stands out in
my mind most clearly was one of my
first meetings after the election. I was
meeting with a number of the young
DREAMers, listening to their concerns,
their apprehensions. The conversation
stopped with one young man who just
said, ‘“What country should I go to?”
He had choices to go to Canada or Eu-
rope. He was an accomplished student,
ambitious.

“What country should I go to?” I
must admit, at the time, I counseled
him to not give up on the United
States too quickly. I wonder what he
thinks today.

HONORING CLIFF GLOVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of one of the Third Dis-
trict’s most upstanding citizens, Mr.
Cliff Glover.

Mr. Glover passed away last month
at the age of 104, but not before touch-
ing countless lives in our community.
His community service began at a
young age in the Boy Scouts, an orga-
nization that he would work with for
the rest of his life, earning the rank of
Life Scout and the Silver Antelope
Award for his service to the organiza-
tion.
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Mr. Glover also served his Nation in
the Civil Engineer Corps of the U.S.
Naval Reserve during World War II,
working on the U.S. Naval Air Station
in Jacksonville, Florida, now known as
Cape Canaveral.
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In the private sector, Mr. Cliff suc-
cessfully led the Batson-Cook Con-
struction Company as it built many
important buildings and developments
throughout the southeast.

I consider myself blessed to have
known Mr. Glover personally, and his
commitment to serving others helped
inspire my own public service.

I want to challenge all of my col-
leagues, friends, and neighbors to carry
on his legacy of serving others.

———

A 21ST CENTURY AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROL SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, Mr. Speaker, 1
was just reading a message from Citi-
zens for On Time Flights.

Now, I fly a lot and I would love to be
on time more. They are talking about
our aviation system here. Air traffic
control is a World War II relic and say-
ing that if we only would give it over
to the private sector, i.e., the airlines,
it would work better.

Well, let’s see, a couple of things
wrong with that statement. Number
one, the greatest problem with air
delays is weather. Now, actually, we
are dealing with that technologically
through a new system called Datacom,
where, at our 55 busiest airports, the
pilots and the air traffic controllers
now can communicate by text and they
don’t have to repeat over and over on
the radio the messages; many fewer
misunderstandings, easier to reroute.
This has been implemented by the
FAA.

What is the number two cause?

Oh, it is airline operations and sched-
uling—the airlines themselves. They
are the second greatest cause of delays,
they, in themselves.

So it turns out that Citizens for On
Time Flights is actually funded by a
group of airlines.

Now, what is the bottom line here?
Do we have a World War II relic, as
Gary Cohn has said after he read some
of this and heard this propaganda?

No, actually. We have the most ad-
vanced system in the world. We could
fly planes today closer together using
GPS technology called ADS-B and not
use the older radar system, except—the
system is up and running, except the
airlines won’t pay to put the equip-
ment in their planes. They say it is too
expensive.

So they are complaining about the
FAA and saying they could do a better
job, they could do it more efficiently,
they could fly planes closer together,
but they won’t invest in the equip-
ment.
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