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went to church, raised a family of
Americans, including my grandmother,
Anna Guryesh.

My great-grandparents’ story is the
story of America. It is the story of im-
migration and immigrant families
dreaming of a better life and making
America great.

It is the same story repeated 24 years
later when Mary Anne McLeod boarded
the Transylvania in Glasgow on May 2,
1930. Nine days later, she arrived in
New York with $50 in her pocket.
Eighty-six years later, her son was
elected President of the United States
of America.

At the age of seven, a young woman
left Cuba, fleeing communism. In 1989,
she became the first Latina elected to
Congress, and it is a privilege to serve
with her.

Melania Knavs was born in Slovenia.
She first became a permanent resident,
and then a citizen of the United States.
This young lady, born in southeastern
Slovenia, now lives in northwest D.C.
as the First Lady of the United States
of America.

Daniel, one of my constituents who I
helped with his DACA status: He works
hard, pays his taxes, loves this coun-
try, his country, as much as any other
American.

So many great Americans are Ameri-
cans by choice, not by birth. This has
made America the greatest, strongest,
wealthiest country in the world. We
can attract the best, the brightest, the
most driven and the most talented.

People like Dr. Elizabeth Stern was
born in Kansas, but, in 1915, became an
American. She drove forward our abil-
ity to detect and treat cancer.
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Author Ayn Rand, a favorite of the
Speaker, was born in 1905 in Russia,
and came to the United States in 1926.

Actress Natalie Portman, born in
1981 in Jerusalem, came to the U.S. as
a toddler.

Alonso Guillen was born in Mexico
but died last week as an American hero
working to save lives during Hurricane
Harvey.

At the last Olympics, Americans
born in places like Australia, Kenya,
and Poland brought home nine medals,
including two gold for the United
States.

Their stories are all the same. They
came to America seeking a better life
and a better future. They contributed
to our society and our culture. They
made America great.

Margaret and Metro’s story is Amer-
ica’s story. America’s story is Mary
Anne’s story and Daniel’s story. This is
the story of us, the story of America. It
is a story that no President’s pen can
erase. America’s story is Melania’s,
Ayn’s, and the story of Albert. We are
America, and we are here to stay. No
matter where you were born, we are
America, and we are here to stay. No
matter what language you speak to
your mom in, we are America, and we
are here to stay. We are America, and
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we are here to stay because America’s
story is our story.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

——————

HEROIN AND OPIOID USERS NEED
““A WAY OUT” OF ADDICTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today full of sorrow and hope for those
caught in the cycle of addiction to her-
oin and opioids.

This destructive plague is taking aim
at Americans across the country—
young and old, rich and poor, rural and
urban.

Nowhere is this more true than in the
Chicagoland area, a hub for drug traf-
ficking spreading across northern Illi-
nois, the Midwest, and the TUnited
States.

The collar counties of Chicago have
felt it strongly. This year, in Will
County alone, there have been 61 acci-
dental overdose cases and 44 deaths
from heroin and fentanyl overdoses.
This is an extremely discouraging pace,
surpassing previous years.

The numbers are similar across the
seven counties that I represent in the
14th Congressional District. Stories
have been long untold, and it continues
to gain national attention. It still
haunts our communities today.

I got involved in this issue more than
3 years ago when I met Ken Chiakas,
who lost his 17-year-old daughter
Stephanie to a heroin overdose. To-
gether, we launched our community ac-
tion plan on heroin, an analysis of our
community leadership forum on the
problem, an audit of existing and pro-
posed community partnerships, and the
next steps for our communities, our
State, and our county.

In the years following this initiative,
I have hosted meetings with law en-
forcement officers, treatment center
workers, advocates for patients and
lost loved ones, State and local govern-
ment officials, emergency room physi-
cians, pharmacists, and drug manufac-
turers.

Last month, my staff and I traveled
throughout McHenry and Lake Coun-
ties to hear from local officials first-
hand who are experiencing this plague
every single day.

Law enforcement first responders are
on the front lines fighting drug traf-
fickers and dealers. They are also sav-
ing lives by reviving abusers in the
midst of an overdose through the use of
naloxone. It is now common practice in
these police and sheriff’s departments
to have naloxone ready to be deployed
in the hands of capable and trained of-
ficers. Many lives have now been
spared through its use.

But even these encouraging numbers
do not tell the whole story. Countless
others live and struggle to fight heroin
and opioid abuse every day in search of
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treatment and battling towards recov-
ery. They know what it is like to face
an overwhelming force controlling
their lives. It affects their relation-
ships, it affects their outlook on life, it
affects their ability to obtain and keep
quality jobs.

Local officials expressed great con-
cern at the loss of workforce, and the
many months and years of career ad-
vancement and experience those
caught in addiction have lost. Busi-
nesses are concerned by their search
for qualified workers that doesn’t yield
enough or any applicants. Families are
concerned that, without adequate out-
patient treatment, their loved ones are
far more likely to relapse,
compounding these workforce and com-
munity problems.

That is why, among other programs,
Lake County law enforcement has
worked hard to implement the “A Way
Out” program. Police officers and sher-
iffs’ deputies come into regular contact
with those caught in heroin and opioid
abuse, sometimes seeing the same of-
fenders in police stations and prisons
several times a month.

Many of these men and women want
to be free but don’t know how, and a
police officer is the last person they
think to ask for help. A Way Out em-
powers police officers and opioid users
to work together to end the destructive
cycle of abuse, dependency, arrest, and
relapse.

The program is simple. Those who se-
riously want help can ask for it from a
police officer or at a police station and
can receive help without fear of arrest
or inability to pay for treatment. Offi-
cers who see the destruction of opioids
every day want to help.

All that is required is for the person
seeking treatment to choose the path
of recovery. Individual motivation is
essential to success. As of last summer,
15 people at 8 different police depart-
ments have taken advantage of this
initiative.

Similarly, DuPage County launched
Project Connect, a prearrest program
through which individuals who have
been administered Narcan are imme-
diately offered treatment options and a
case manager to see these men and
women through to recovery.

I am so encouraged by and proud of
the success stories I hear throughout
the 14th Congressional District every
day. Hope is near when those in recov-
ery see a vision of what their life can
be like after dependency—a life filled
with healthy relationships, challenging
and meaningful work, and a clear sense
of individual purpose.

We must do all we can to offer this
hope to those still suffering from her-
oin and opioid addiction. Connecting
affected individuals with the people
and organizations best equipped to help
them is paramount to overcoming this
devastating epidemic.

It remains my goal to make northern
Illinois the hub of the best minds and
the best practices in heroin and opioid
abuse prevention, treatment, and re-
covery. I look forward to sharing these
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best practices and recommendations
across other congressional districts
and the communities that we are here
to serve, and ultimately to see lives
saved.

——————

KEEP THE DOOR OPEN FOR
DREAMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, we all
suffer when this country breaks its
promises. But for our children, that
cost compounds. They pay the interest
on our inaction and inadequacy. They
pick up the pieces of the precious
things that we broke, the sacred re-
sources we took for granted, the bat-
tles that we were too afraid to fight.

Time and again, by choice and by
chance, they have not disappointed.
Their broad shoulders carry twice as
much twice as far. Their spines prove
twice as sturdy as the adults meant to
protect them.

American history is littered with the
names of young men and women, and
even boys and girls, forced to be heroes
before their time: the patriots of D-
day, memorialized in a statue called
the Spirit of Youth in Normandy; 14-
year-old Emmett Till, lynched by a lie;
Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley,
Carole Robertson, all 14, and Carol
Denise McNair, 11, four choir girls lost
at the 16th Street Baptist Church
bombing in Alabama.

The Children’s Crusade. Little boys
and girls, kids, who dared defy Bull
Connor’s firehoses and attack dogs to
be arrested and rearrested again and
again as a Nation recoiled in horror.

Nine African-American high school
students from Little Rock marched
into an all-White high school to prove
that separate is not equal.

Four college students from Kent
State who gave their lives to a war-
weary nation’s plea for peace.

Thirteen-year-old Ryan White from
Indiana who showed our Nation that an
HIV diagnosis does not claim your dig-
nity.

The record number of men and
women under the age of 21 who showed
up at military recruiting stations in
2001, signing up to serve a nation reel-
ing from terror on its soil.

Nineteen-year-old Zach Walls who
told us that love is love as he bravely
defended his two moms before the Iowa
State Legislature.

Seventeen-year-old Lila Perry from
Missouri who withstood the sting of
stigma by being true to herself and her
gender identity.

Thirty-one-year-old Alonso Guillen, a
Texan who traveled 120 miles from
safety into the heart of Hurricane Har-
vey’s fury on a volunteer rescue mis-
sion, who gave his life so that others,
strangers, might survive. His courage
and sacrifice exemplify the best traits
of our Nation. They place him squarely
on the long list of young American he-
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roes who have carried us toward a more
perfect union.

But this week, President Trump
slammed the door on 800,000 people like
Alonso. DREAMers. Children raised in
our neighborhoods, who run on our
playgrounds, who pitch in our Little
Leagues, who proudly march in 4th of
July parades, who make Ilemonade
stands, build snowmen, go to prom, and
get summer jobs, who hit the books,
who earn a living, who raise families of
their own, who serve in our military,
who give to this country just as much,
just as faithfully as you or I.

Now, our President told them that
they are not wanted, that he would
rather see them in handcuffs, their
families ripped apart, their futures in
limbo, sent to be strangers in a strange
land.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes this body
has to make hard choices. Sometimes
our solutions are complex. This is not
one of those times. This one is easy.
Our work comes down to a very simple
question: What are we willing to ask
our children to bear?

We have the power in this body to
say: Not this, not again, that we will
not ask the youngest among us to force
our country’s conscience to awake be-
cause of the burden that we, the adults
in the room, place on their shoulders.
We can do better. We can be braver. We
can change the course of that history.
We will not stand here and leave it for
future generations to wonder why we
allowed such harm to pass.

———

KEEPING GUAM SAFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I introduced a resolution with
21 of our colleagues from both sides of
the aisle condemning the threats North
Korea made against Guam last
month—you can imagine the fear that
we had during this period—but also re-
affirming the United States’ absolute
and unshakeable commitment to
Guam’s security, as well as that of the
Pacific States, the territories, and our
Asia-Pacific allies.

Mr. Speaker, this threat against
Guam and, indeed, our entire Nation,
was inexcusable, and it demands firm
condemnation from this House of Rep-
resentatives.

My resolution sends a clear message
that North Korea’s continued willful
disregard for U.N. resolutions, inter-
national agreements, sanctions, and
arms controls in pursuit of its illicit
nuclear weapons program will not go
unanswered by our government.

I remain fully confident in the defen-
sive capabilities on Guam and in our
region, but it is vital that we do all
that we can to prevent a military con-
flict with North Korea and ensure that
its regime does not continue down this
path of reckless and destabilizing nu-
clear militarization.

I want to thank my colleagues who
have cosponsored this resolution with
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me, and I hope that the House leader-
ship will quickly bring it to the floor
for consideration, and I urge all the
Members to support it.

CALLING FOR THE HOUSE TO TAKE UP THE

DREAM ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. On a separate topic,
Mr. Speaker, I also want to echo my
Democratic colleagues in calling for
the House to quickly take up a perma-
nent legislation solution such as the
Dream Act, H.R. 3440, and lift the veil
of anxiety that has been placed on
nearly 800,000 DREAMers who live in
and contribute to our community.
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I know one of those DREAMers on
Guam. Her name is Christine. She is a
registered nurse on our island and
works every day to save lives in our
community. And it is easy, Mr. Speak-
er, to hear the number 800,000 and for-
get that these DREAMers are real peo-
ple.

They are individual children or
young adults who study in our schools.
They work. They pay taxes. So can you
imagine how disruptive this must be in
their homes? They are our neighbors,
our coworkers, our children’s class-
mates and friends.

They are first responders, service-
members, reservists, National Guards-
men, active military who serve on the
front lines in our military. They are
nurses, and doctors, businessowners,
and entrepreneurs, and all DREAMers
contribute to the fabric of our great
country of America.

So I hope that we will give these
DREAMers the security of knowing
that they will not be deported from the
country that they love and have called
home for most of their lives. They are
Americans in all but paper, and we
should treat them with the same com-
passion and love that they have for our
great country.

CONGRATULATIONS TO COACH
ROBERT HUGHES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I was
privileged to see something very spe-
cial back in December of 1995 in Texas
high school sports history.

Now, before you think this is a story
of “Friday Night Lights,” it is not.
This happened on the hardwood court
of the Wilkerson Greines Activity Cen-
ter in southeast Fort Worth. Four
coaching legends on the court, all with
1,000 wins each: Morgan Wooten of
DeMatha Catholic High School; Ralph
Tasker, Hobbs High in New Mexico;
Bill Kruger of Clear Lake High School
just outside of Houston; and Coach
Robert Hughes, Sr., of Dunbar High
School located in Stop Six, Texas.
They squared off in an extraordinary
basketball game.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention
that of these four coaching legends,
Coach Hughes has the most wins with
over 1,300 victories.
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

December 27, 2017 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H7097
September 7, 2017, on page H7097, the following appeared: Guam (Ms. Bordallo) for minutes.

The online version has been corrected to read: Guam (Ms. Bordallo) for 5 minutes.
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