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Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, Friday Sep-

tember 8, will mark another special 
moment in basketball history for 
Coach Hughes as he is inducted into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame in Spring-
field, Massachusetts. 

Growing up in Fort Worth and having 
lived part of my childhood in Stop Six, 
I knew of Coach Hughes at a very 
young age. He was a legend before he 
retired. He is and was a master basket-
ball strategist, coach, mentor to the 
boys he coached and the most promi-
nent ambassador for high school sports 
in the State of Texas. 

When you would go to a Dunbar bas-
ketball game and watch Coach Hughes 
work his craft, you ended up watching 
Coach Hughes as much as you watched 
the action on the floor. I saw this as a 
player that not only played against 
Coach Hughes, but also as a spectator 
and a fan for many, many years. 

Hughes and his longtime trusted as-
sistant, Leonadas Rambo, fielded some 
great teams to rack up over 1,300 vic-
tories. These wins were racked up at 
Dunbar High School and I.M. Terrell 
High School, which was shut down 
after desegregation. 

Coach Hughes would pace the floor 
while his teams ran up and down the 
court at a swift pace. He usually gave 
them lots of latitude when they made 
mistakes that he felt could have been 
avoided by using better judgment. It 
didn’t matter if you were the star point 
guard or the sixth man, he would stand 
up from the bench—and Coach Hughes 
always had his jacket unbuttoned—and 
with a look of disapproval on his face 
that was unmistakable, he would look 
down the bench—and I am going to say 
he would look down the bench with his 
signature look of tough love—and you 
knew that you were being pulled out of 
the game. There wasn’t anything that 
your mom or dad could do for you. 

That was the type of coach that 
Coach Hughes was. Coach Hughes 
earned the dedication of his players be-
cause of the excellence that he ex-
pected each and every day. 

I will never forget in one 
Whataburger Basketball Tournament 
in Fort Worth when Dunbar was play-
ing Oak Hill Academy from Mouth of 
Wilson, Virginia. Oak Hill had at least 
five or six guys that were all over 6 
foot 8, three of whom went on to major 
Division I careers at the University of 
Virginia and Kansas. 

Everybody at the gym that night, be-
cause Coach Hughes didn’t have any-
body over 6 foot 5, 6 foot 6, thought 
that Coach Hughes was outmatched. 
But with superior rebounding, pa-
tience, and good shot selection, Dunbar 
won the game. I was there, and I viv-
idly remember the audience being 
shocked, but inspired, by the victory. 
But no one should have been surprised. 

Once a reporter asked Coach Hughes 
who his favorite NBA player was, and 
it surprised everybody when he said 
Larry Bird was his favorite player. The 
reason why: he liked Larry’s legendary 
rebounding, fundamentals, blocking 

out, scoring, the type of things that 
may not have been fancy but led to vic-
tories. 

But that is who Coach Hughes was. 
That was the kind of excellence Robert 
Hughes brought to coaching Fort 
Worth ISD and boys basketball in the 
State of Texas. And due to that fierce 
competitive streak in Coach Hughes’ 
Dunbar teams, they always made the 
playoffs. 

I will never forget one day Coach 
Hughes was quoted in the paper saying 
that the people who worked in the 
neighborhood, who worked at the var-
ious jobs around town, at General Mo-
tors, Miller Brewery, and Lockheed, 
they would always save up their vaca-
tion time so they can go to the quar-
terfinals and regional games in Mid-
land, because everybody knew that 
Dunbar was at least going that far. And 
he could say that because it was true, 
and his teams could back it up. 

I will never forget one year when 
Dunbar didn’t make it that far and 
Coach Hughes shared his scouting re-
port with another school. I believe it 
was Southwest High School. He shared 
his scouting report with the coach 
from Southwest of the team they were 
getting ready to take on in the playoffs 
because he felt that at least the other 
team in the Fort Worth Independent 
School District should have the chance 
to advance. That is the kind of class 
act he was on the court and he still is 
off the court today. 

The men that he made, Mr. Speaker, 
his former players include current win-
ning high school basketball coaches 
and one of the top all-time assist lead-
ers in high school and college sports 
history, James Cash, an I.M. Terrell 
graduate who was the first Black play-
er in the Southwest Conference who 
went on to become the chair of the 
Harvard MBA program. 

In a State known for its Friday night 
lights, Mr. Speaker, there is not a sin-
gle other person in high school sports 
who exemplifies this like Coach 
Hughes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled with the 
opportunity to recognize the next 
member of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame, Coach Robert Hughes. Congratu-
lations, Coach Hughes. 

Go Wildcats. Go I.M. Terrell. 
f 

REFORM CLOTURE RULE IN 
SENATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 2 
weeks after the 2016 election, I spoke 
on the House floor and warned that the 
greatest single obstacle to meeting the 
expectations of the American people 
was the cloture rule in the Senate. I 
said: ‘‘Voters elected Republican ma-
jorities in both Houses of Congress and 
they expect action. They’ll get it from 
the President and from the House. But 
in order for the Senate to rise to this 

occasion, it must reform its cloture 
rule.’’ 

Well, it didn’t. 
Now, cloture is the Senate motion to 

conclude debate, and it is based on a 
sound parliamentary principle that as 
long as a significant minority—cur-
rently, 40 Members of the Senate— 
want to continue to debate, that de-
bate should continue. This principle as-
sumes it is an actual debate between 
real people regarding the merits of the 
subject directly at hand, but that is 
not what cloture has become. 

Today, any Senator can block vir-
tually any bill simply by filing a pro-
test, and until 60 of the 100 Senators 
agree to take up the bill, it cannot be 
heard. Thus, a motion designed to pro-
tect debate has now degenerated into a 
motion that very effectively prevents 
debate. It also hands practical control 
of the Senate to the Democratic minor-
ity, which can effectively veto any pro-
posal by the majority, essentially re-
versing the result of the last election. 

This is not some act of God or con-
stitutional constraint that has been 
forced upon the Senate. No, this is a 
deliberate choice by Senate Repub-
licans not to reform their cloture rule. 
It has rendered the Senate dysfunc-
tional and, with it, the Congress. 

Earlier this year, the Senate briefly 
recognized this and chose to reform 
cloture for Supreme Court nomina-
tions, but not for the legislation abso-
lutely vital to the interests of our 
country. 

The news yesterday that the Presi-
dent has now had to capitulate to 
Democratic demands on the debt limit 
should come as no surprise. By failing 
to reform cloture, Senate Republicans 
have effectively given CHUCK SCHUMER 
operational control of the Senate. 

That is how we got wrapped around 
the axle on repealing and replacing 
ObamaCare. The House could have 
passed a comprehensive bill that com-
pletely and cleanly abolished 
ObamaCare and fully replaced it with 
all of the market and tax reforms that 
Republicans agreed with and cam-
paigned on, popular reforms that put 
consumers back in charge of their 
healthcare decisions and placed those 
decisions within their financial reach. 

Instead, the House leadership chose 
to attempt this through a budget proc-
ess called reconciliation, a process 
completely unsuited for complex policy 
reform. They did so for one reason: to 
bypass the Senate cloture rule. By ad-
hering to the very limited and re-
stricted requirements of budget rec-
onciliation, the House produced a man-
gled, tangled mess that fell well short 
of the reforms we had promised and, ul-
timately, failed to receive even a sim-
ple majority of the Senate. 

Those who supported this process ar-
gued that a clean, complete, com-
prehensive bill would have been dead 
on arrival in the Senate for lack of 
Democratic votes for cloture. Well, I 
doubt that. Quite the contrary. Had the 
House done its job through regular 
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order rather than trying to cover for 
the Senate Republicans’ bad choice, 
one of two things would have happened: 

Senate Democrats would have been 
seen as the single obstacle to a pop-
ular, comprehensive reform while 
ObamaCare continued to implode and, 
quite possibly, eight of the most vul-
nerable Democrats would ultimately 
have crossed party lines and supported 
this rescue of our healthcare system; 
or, far more likely, Senate Republicans 
would have been forced to come to the 
same conclusion that they came to 
with respect to the Supreme Court 
nomination of Neil Gorsuch and reform 
this rule. Certainly, we couldn’t have 
been any worse off than we are today. 

I would ask that, henceforth, the 
House leadership stop covering for the 
Senate Republicans and move all of the 
legislation that we promised the Amer-
ican people to the Senate through reg-
ular order. It is time we left the man-
agement of the Senate to the Senate, 
stopped enabling their atrocious judg-
ment on not reforming cloture, and 
made it very clear to the American 
public why the reforms they entrusted 
us to enact aren’t being sent to the 
President. 

Senator Dirksen once noted, when 
they feel the heat, they see the light. It 
is time the House and the American 
people adopted this maxim. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN KISSIMMEE 
POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW BAX-
TER AND SERGEANT RICHARD 
‘‘SAM’’ HOWARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. SOTO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it happened 
on a Friday night, August 18, that Ser-
geant Sam Howard and Police Officer 
Matthew Baxter responded to a report 
of three suspicious persons around 
Palmway Street and Cypress Street in 
Kissimmee. I remember hearing about 
it. It was unfortunate because a vet-
eran, a marine who lived in our com-
munity, had a moment of post-trau-
matic stress disorder and ambushed 
these two Kissimmee police officers, 
killing one nearly instantly and the 
other only a little over a day later. 

Officer Matthew Baxter was 27 years 
old. He grew up in Baltimore and 
moved to central Florida after high 
school. He had been with the depart-
ment for only 3 years. He met his wife, 
Sadia, a detective of the Kissimmee 
Police Department, on the job. He left 
behind his wife and four young chil-
dren, the youngest under a year old. 

He was courageous and passionate in 
his devotion to public service, and he 
was known as a sharp dresser and as 
someone with overwhelming con-
fidence. 

Sergeant Richard ‘‘Sam’’ Howard was 
36 years old, born and raised in Kis-
simmee. He served in the Army and 
fought in Iraq. He was a 10-year vet-
eran of the department and a member 
of our SWAT team. He left his wife, 

Billie Jo, and teenage daughter, 
Unique, behind. 

My wife and I got to visit his wife’s 
classroom and brought supplies to her 
students, knowing how difficult it was. 

He was a family man, hardworking, 
very optimistic, and quite the fast 
talker, as we were reminded by every-
body during his wake. 

There are moments like these that 
test our will, our strength, our compas-
sion. There are moments like these 
that test our community and even our 
faith. And more than we can ever imag-
ine, there are moments like these that 
test the families of Sergeant Sam How-
ard and Officer Matthew Baxter. 

We are here today and I am on the 
floor today to proclaim aloud what we 
already know in our hearts to be true. 
And make no mistake about it: these 
men were heroes, and we will never for-
get their sacrifices. 

They are heroes because they got up 
every day and put on the Kissimmee 
Police uniform. They went out in our 
community every day to protect us. 
And, yes, they put themselves in 
harm’s way every day to keep us safe. 

These men are heroes because they 
were good family men. They were lov-
ing husbands, great fathers, and they 
were pillars of our community. 
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Yes, these men were heroes because 
when the moment came where they had 
to lay their lives on the line to protect 
our community, they did so without 
hesitation. 

For those reasons, we will never for-
get Sergeant Sam Howard and Officer 
Matthew Baxter. 

On August 21, 2017, an American flag 
was flown over our Capitol in honor of 
Sergeant Howard, and on that same 
day, an American flag was flown over 
our Capitol in honor of Officer Baxter. 

These flags cannot take away the 
pain caused to their families. They 
cannot take away the pain caused to 
our community, to their fellow offi-
cers, and to the police department in 
general. But they were flown over our 
Nation’s Capitol for a very good rea-
son—to show that their lives matter, 
their sacrifices matter, and that their 
families matter. 

For that, they remain in our hearts, 
they remain in our thoughts, and they 
will always be in our prayers. 

God bless Sergeant Sam Howard, Of-
ficer Matthew Baxter, and their fami-
lies. 

God bless the city of Kissimmee, and 
God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

DEFERRED ACTION FOR 
CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. VARGAS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the recent deci-
sion made by the Trump administra-
tion to end the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program. 

By ending the DACA program, this 
administration leaves 800,000 people, 
mostly young adults and children, 
without any legal protections. 

DACA gives these individuals, most 
of whom were brought to the United 
States as very young children, the op-
portunity to work hard, study hard, 
sustain their families, and contribute 
to their communities. DACA recipients 
are taxpayers, they are students, they 
are soldiers, and they are our neigh-
bors. 

I would like to mention one DACA 
recipient that I know. Her name is Jac-
queline. Jacqueline was brought to the 
United States when she was 2 years old. 
She excelled in school and was an Ad-
vancement Via Individual Determina-
tion—or what we call AVID—student in 
high school. She did very well. She was 
a strong candidate for admission to 
many of our top universities. 

When DACA was announced in 2012, it 
helped Jacqueline come out of the 
shadows and pursue her educational 
dreams. She did exactly that, and now 
she is a double major. She is doing very 
well. DACA gave Jacqueline and her 
family hope for a better future. It gave 
her a chance at the American Dream. 

By ending DACA, this administration 
is taking away the hopes of 800,000 
DREAMers like Jacqueline and threat-
ening their deportation to countries 
that are very unfamiliar to them, 
places they may have never known— 
except, of course, when they were 2— 
and they have no family there. 

I would like to thank the religious 
leaders who have come forward and 
have urged us to do the right thing and 
to pass a law to allow these kids and 
these young adults to stay here and to 
participate in our community as they 
have been doing. 

I would like to read a letter now that 
was written by the religious leaders 
here in Washington to the President. 

As leaders of the three Abrahamic faiths, 
we look to our sacred texts and traditions in 
seeking to follow the way of peace. 

Our respective teachings are clear, and we 
speak with one voice when we say: 

Supporting the dreams of young immi-
grants in the United States is consistent 
with the foundational values of our Nation 
and with the moral imperative of extending 
hospitality to the stranger, of caring for im-
migrants and children, and of loving our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

Nearly 1 million young immigrants have 
benefited from the DACA program since its 
inception in 2012. Among that number, many 
of the program recipients are members of our 
respective faith communities as well as the 
communities we mentor in and around the 
Nation’s Capital. 

We have witnessed firsthand the relief and 
pride in our young people’s faces as they fi-
nally came to feel validated and safe by par-
ticipating in a program that made them feel 
more at home—in the only country that they 
have ever really considered their home. 

But now anxiety and fear for their future 
has returned. 

We note that DACA has widespread support 
across the country and among politicians 
who agree on little else, for good reason. 
DACA has dramatically improved the lives of 
these young people and the communities in 
which they live: 
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